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CHAPTER I. 

tN our preceding- volumes we intimated the doubti! 
*‘that were entertained of the arrival of the army sent 
to Spain^ under the command of Sir John Moore. It is 
not part of our purpose to investigate the circumstances 
of sending a British army into tlic heart of Spain, to act 
in the plains of Leon and Castile ; or whether the Mar- 
quis of Romana and the British ministry were authorised 
to act without the concurrence of the British generals 
already in the Peninsula ; suffice it to say, that the en- 
thusiastic ardour of the Spaniards was supposed to be 
general; and it seems to have been presumed, tliat ,this 
general patriotism would, without any previous arrange- 
ment, quickly run into some form or other, in whi'rii if. 
might support and co-operate with a British army. The 
manifestoes of all the provinces displayed the most ex- 
alted and determined spirit to resist the French, or 
perish in the attempt; nor had the Jirst efforts of the 
patriots been unworthy of those declarations. A number 
of young officers too, sent into Spain for the double- pur- 
pose of exciting the people and transmitting information 
to the British government, conversing only with such as 
were of congenial sentiments and hopes with themflelvos, 
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made such reports to the British ministers, vhich no doubt, 
they behoved to be true, and which tlicy knew to he such 
as their employers were anxious to hear. Tlie cicnl 
proved how unrortuoatciy ignorant those reporfers were, 
both of the CBcmy and the real state of the country 
which was about to become the Uicalrc of hostilities 
Sir John Moore, not long after he had entered Spam, 
made the following (observations, which he never after- 
wards found reason to retract, in a letter from Salamanca 
to Ijord Castlercagh, dated November 24,1808 

“ The information of which your Iiordsbip must already 
bo in possession, renders it, perhaps, less necessary for 
meio dwell upon tho stale of affairs in Spam, so dif 
ferent from Uiat which was to be expected from the re- 
ports of the offiers employed at the head quarters of the 

difTcrcnt Spanish armies. They seem all of tlicm to be 
most miserably deceived, for until lately, and smeo tU 
nmval of Mr Stuart and Lord 'UMliom Bcniintk at 
Madnd,^nnd of Colonel Graham at Iho central army, no 
just representation seeins ever to Iiavc been transmitted 
Had the real strength and composiUoa of the Spanish 
armies been known, tho defenceless slate of the country, 
and the chnracttr of the central government, 1 conceite 
that Cadiz, not Corunna, would have been chosen for the 
disembarkation of tho troops from rngland, and t lat 
Seville or Cordova, not Salamanca, would have been 
selected, ns the proper place for tl'O nssemhlmg of I 'e 
armj The Spanish government do not seem ever to 
have contemplated the possibility of a second attach, and 
nrc certainly qnitc unprepared to meet Uiat winch is now 
Toadc upon them Their armies are inferior to 
rrcncli, even in numbers In the proiinccs no anne* 
force whatever exists, either for immediate proterbon, oi 
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strength of the French Army. 

to reinforce the armies. Tiie enthusiasm, of winch we 
have heard so much, no whore appears. Whalcver good- 
will there is (and I believe among the lozocr orders there 
IS a great deal) is taken no advantage of,” 

After the most important events in the Peninsula, ol 
the summer of 1808, namely, the surrender of Dupont, 
the flight of Joseph Bonaparte from Madrid, and the 
convention of Cintra, the French army retired from 
Madrid, and repassed the Ebro. Their force in this di- 
rection consisted of about 50,000 men, concentrated in 
Navarre and Biscay. They had besides garrisons in 
Barcelona, Figneras, and other fortresses, amounting to 
above 15,000 more. In these positions they quietly waited 
for reinforcements, which were on their march, as was an- 
nounced from time to time in every foreign journal. By 
tlie 1st of November, the French army on the Ebro was 
reinforced to the amount of 113,000 men. The Spaniards 
never had, at one time, more than 60 or 70,000 in arms. 
It was evident, therefore, that the Spaniards must be 
^tcfeated ; notwithstanding, orders had been given from 
Great Britain, that the diflerent corps of British troops 
should form a junction at Burgos. 

While the French rested in their cantonments behind 
the Ebro, expecting reinforcements, and surveying, at 
their case, the unconnected movements of the Spaniards, 
the Spanish and English newspapers were full of the enthu- 
siastic patriotism of the Spaniards : “ all ranks and ages,” 
they reported, “ had taken up arms ; were eager to rush 
upon their enemies ; and were determined to die, rather 
than submit to a treacherous, cruel, and impious invader.” 
Sucli also was the spirit of the proclamations published 
by the provincial Juntas. So prevalent, at this time, was 
Uie conviction of the imraersa? enthusiasm of the Spaniards, 
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State of Affaira, asreptescnted to Sir Jobs Mwie. ^ 

in the British Cabm^t. that in .a tncmoria!. InmsmittTd 
for the information of Sir John Moore by the British 
ia«mstry. it uras alledged, that « Ibr French armies coaJ^ 
not enter the defiles of Astarias without exposing them- 
selves to be destroyed^ even by the armed peasaats.” U 
the month of September it was considered most probable, 
that the Spaniards alone would soon drive the French 
out of the Peninsula. Lord William Bentinch was di- 
rested to make inquiries tcspccling tho intentions of the 
Spanish government oa Uic expulsion of tlie French; and 
directions were given, under particular circumstances, to 
urge the invasion, with a combined British army, of the 
sooth of France. Such was the flattering picture pre* 
sented to the view ^ Sir John Moore, before ho com- 
menced his march, and was enabled to judge for himself. 
1^0 blame, however, could attach to the British ministry; 
as they evidently proceeded from the best inforroatioD 
that they could obtain. • - 1 

In aid of Sir lohn Moore, o considemhic detachment 
from England was to laad at Coranna, under Sir David 
Baird, with whom he was to form a junction on the bor- 
ders of Leon and Gallicia. Sir John was charged at the 
same time to act in concert with the British cororaaiidrrv 
in-chief at Lisbon,. and to receive reqaisitions orrrpff- 
sentatioDs, either from the Spanish government or thi 
British minister, upon all occasions, witli (he utmost 
deference and attention. The British minister picnipo 
lentiary to the central goveroroent of Spain, was Mr- 
Johti Hookbam Fr6re, who had lately been appointed (v 
that office in tho place of Lord William Bcntinck. 

By tho resignations of the three generals, Dalrymp!'’. 
Burrard, and Wellesley, which took place almost 
d/otiWy on these arrangementv. Sir John was hhera-^ 
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Strength of the British Army. 

from a part of those embavrassmcitts in which so compli- 
cated a plan must have involved him,; and having bocomo 
commander-in-chief, as it were by accident, he was left 
unfettered by superiors, to adopt sucli measures as ap- 
peared to be most proper and efficacious forgiving speedy 
effect to the expedition. These measures, however, ne- 
cessarily produced delay. Sir John’s army was also un- 
provided with carriages for the artillery or commissariat 
stores, or for the light baggage of the regiments ; no 
magazines were formed on the line of march ; nor was 
the commissariat dcparimcni m such a state as lo give 
any great hope that these defects would bo speedily or 
effectually remedied. 

It was not till October 27, (above a month after he re- 
ceived his appointments from Lord Castlereagh) that Sir 
J. Moore was enabled to quit Lisbon. The accounts of 
both Portuguese and British officers, sent to examine the 
.roads, agreed in stating those leading throngli the moun- 
tains, which form the northern boundary of Portugal, to 
be impassable for artillery. The Spanish commissary- 
general had declared his inability to furnish provisions 
n the road by Elvas. The army was, therefore, neces- 
jarily divided. Five brigades of artillery, the whole 
cavalry, and four regiments of infantry, under General 
Hope, marched by Elvas, on the Madrid road, to Ba- 
dajoz and Espinar ; whence they were to join the cora- 
mander-in-chief at Salamanca, by the Esculiar road. 
Two brigades of infantry, under General Paget, moved 
onward by Elvas and Alcantara; two brigades, under 
General Beresford, by Coimbra and Almeida ; and three 
brigades, under General Fraser, by Abrantes and Almeida. 
The total amount of the' forces that left Portugal was 
18,628, of which only 912 formed the cavalry. 

von. Til. — NO. 47. c 
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Tlie Bnllsh Comman<]er milled ti) the Spanish Juntas. 

Tb’o situaUon of Salamanca, nearly hall 'wa) between 
Corunna and Madrid, seemed to point it out as a place 
where the columns of the Generals Hope and Baird, 
moving in opposite directions, cohered, ns it Imd been 
promised it would, bj the Spanish armies of the left and 
ventre, might mote conveniently effect their junction with 
the main body. 

As Sir John Moore approached tltc scene of action, h' 
gradually acquired just notions of Spanish affairs; for ho 
was jn close correspondence with men of candour nnd 
discernment, who resided on Bicspot. Ljltlcwns written 
by them of Spanish ardour and cnllmsiasm; on llio con- 
trary, Ihoir letters were filled with dclaiU of iIjc weakness 
and tardiness of the Spanish Junta. A judicious plan of 
a campaign can be formed only by rcdccting on the ac* 
lual Slate of things ; nnd must necessarily be pregnant 
witli calamity, if ibunded on false intelligence. Yet the 
Spanish Juntas exerted nil their finesse to deceive, not 
tlicir enemy, but their ullies ; and they succeeded so per- 
fectly, as to lead them to execute » plan adapted to a 
slate of things the reverse of their real condition. Tlicir 
ardent proclamations exaggerated numbers, and invented 
victories, could not deceive him whom it would have hern 
proper to deceive, llonapartr foumi ample means ofoli- 
taining exact information, 'iliefo were traitors even 
among the patriots loudest in the cause of their country, 
who rnabtrd Bonaparte to ruhiilale, viilli perfi rl occuniry, 
on the pfftnr portion of palrmlum senllrred through- 
out the kingdom nf Spam. 'n«rrr is no itoubl but tint 
the SpanJvti Juntav, from art healed iraaginillon, and nn 
of pfcMitnjiti'>fi and ignoranre, were >o libmlrd n* 
lobsvc mUlrd tlie Britnb rabiiift wninl^ntionally, I'ltf 
«’.n a wclJJ-aown fait, that at f.ivl they eonudered Nj am 
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Advance of the French Armies. 

as move lhau a match for France ; they applied to Eng- 
land for arms and money only, believing they could raise 
more soldiers than they required and they remained for 
some time in this infatuatidii. 

Sir John Moore entered Salamanca November 13, 
where he had leisure and opportunity to apppreciatc justly 
the state of affairs; and he observed, “that things were 
not in that flourishing state they were rcpfbsentcd and 
believed to bc/ in England.” 

Of the armies destined to cover the junetio'ri of the 
British forces, that of the centre,- or Estremadura, under 
the young Count Bclvidere^ having rashly hpproached 
the Frenfch position at Burgos, had been routed and dis- 
persed. Both Blake and Castanos were marching from 
the point of assembling. The boasted army of the latter 
did Uot amount, on the 25th of October, to above Onc- 
thifd of what had been reported : it was lio otlier than a 
complete mass Of miserable peasantry, without clothing, 
without organization, and with few officers that deserved 
the name. 

While Sir John Moore was brooding ovOr these disap- 
pointriieuts,- an express from PignotOlli,- Captain-general 
of the' province,- informed him of the advance of the 
French to' Valladolid, within twenty leagues of Sala- 
manca. This was a moment of difficulty, and the most 
melancholy apprehensions. The British ^ general had with 
him only three brigades of infantry, without a single gun. 
His reinforcements could not arrive in less than ten days. 
The Sjianish armies seemed to have shrunk to the oppo- 
site extremities Of Biscay and Arragon, as if to leave to 
their enemies an open passage for the destruction of their 
allies. 

Sir John Moore assembled the Junta of the place, and 

c 2 
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Generals Blake nnd Romans defeated. 

explained to them Ihc probable necessity of a retreat lo 
Cmdnd Ilodngo. Tbej beard bim with the most pro- 
voking tranquillitj , and the people bcbcld the approaches 
of tho French and of Iho Fngitsli with almost equal 
apathy. The ptasantry and lower orders were •well af- 
fected to tho cause of their country , but the spirit of in- 
dependence oaporated in ascending to the higher ranks. 

It was fortunately discovered by Sir John Moore, that 
(he fears of Pignotclli had magnifad the danger. Only 
1000 French cavalry had entered Volbdohd, ood then 
retreated to Valencia the next niorning. None of the 
French infantry had, at that time, ndvanced beyond Rur- 
gos. Sir John, deUvered from Iws nlarm, had now to wait 
qiiirtly the arrival of tlic corps under the Generals Hope 
and Baird, whose opposite routes did not permit him to 
move a step towards litc one, witbont retreating so much 
ftooi, and hazarding tlic salcly of the other. Tlic Junc- 
tion he expected to take place about the beginning of 
December 

From the valley of Uenedo do Coijucnnga, m (he 
mountains of Sb Andcro, Otneral Leilh wrote to Sir 
John Moore, dial the ormies of IJlako and Bominn had 
been defeated in aucccsMtc combnts, since tlic Cth of 
November, and entirely dispersed. A straggling }>arly ot 
from 7 ta bOOO alum* had reached the valley of llcnedo 
'Hie French occupied the country from Burgos to Bey- 
nos u 

'rii*- nritiih commander in-chief, in nddilion to ll»e ruin 
t r 111 * triwjps in the Astunas, was mortified hv seeing the 
fugtUre* from llJakeV artay pishing, without any fear of 
the re«rn*ft5ent of tl eir countrymen, 'lo looked W|H)n 
t! r*e tK-tiavrri of ihnf tounlrv without anger* mil r\rn 
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Roinmm appohitcii Caplaiii-gcncnil of the Sj)anish Avniics. 

Tlic defeat of the army of the North rendered tlic situ- 
ation of Sir David Baird alarming, if not immediately 
dangerous. The French palroles had pushed forward as 
far as Benevento. Sir David was at Aslorga ; and 
should the French follow up their successes by advancing 
through the Asturias, his rear might be endangered Ity 
the roads either of ]\Iantorcdo or Lugo. The Marquis ol 
Bomana (after the dclcat of Blake, appointed Captain- 
general of the Spanish armies) was indeed endeavouring 
to collect his scattered fugitives at Leon ; but such as- 
sistance could not in induce Sir David Baird to liazard an 
advance towards Salamanca, at a time when a retreat 
upon Portugal'seenied the only measure left for tlie por- 
tion of the army then posted a< that place. Sir David 
Baird, relying on intelligence received from General 
Blake, "^tliat the French were advancing in force from B.io 
Scco, had already determined on a retreat to Corunna, 
when Sir John Moore undeceived him, and Bent him 
orders immediately to effect a junction. 

The British commander seems to have been influenced 
on this ov^casion, partly by the accounts he had received 
of the march of the French towards Castanos, a move- 
ment which delivered him from all apprehensions for the 
immediate safety of his own army; but more especially 
by the extreme repugnance he had always felt to disap- 
point the hopes of his country, in abandoning the 
Spaniards without a struggle. The pressing instances oJ 
Mr. Frere, deprecating, in the name of the Junta, all 
retreatr^upon Portugal ; and that minister s mis-statement 
as to the amount of the French force in the neighbour- 
hood of Madrid, (whom he calculated at no more than 
11,000 men) determined him to leave no possibility un- 
tried, in a case where a concurrence of adverse circum- 
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General CutuiM defeated. 

fitanccs notiilng but possibHiUcs to build on. liy 
taking a Jmc of positions on the l>o«ro, nc^f exertions 
might be awakened in the jet unsubdued provinces of 
lljo Soulljjtimc vonid be afTorded to call the dormant 
energies of the people into action, nnd to give reality and 
substance to the boasted, but jet unembodied levies of 
the Junta. 

A new disaster frustrated this plan. Sir John Moore 
received intelligence on the 12Sth of November, froni 2^Ir. 
Stuart, at Madrid, of the total defeat ofGcneral Castanos 
at Tudcla, on the 2Jld. Htc question witli the Ilntisli 
array wns no longer how it might serve the Spaniards, 
hut how to provide for its own safety. U vrivs, whether 
20,000 British troops should be opposed to the undivided 
ntUick of 100,000 Frcneli; or whether, by rtlifing upon 
their resources at Ltshon, they should preserve tliemsclves 
fur more fortunate times. Sir John wns nut n moment 
undecideil. Ho wrote immedtatelj to Sir PuTid Ikiird 
to retire upon Corunna, and from thence to join him hy 
sen nl Lisbon. Genrnd Hope, who h.\d advanced to the 
neighbourhood of Madrid, received order*, according to 
cireuniNtaucrs, either to regain the inain body, or retire 
upon Goadarama. Sir John Jloorr, then nsscmhlmg hit 
general oifirert, und rotnmuiiieoting both the intetfigrnce 
he had reenred and the pl.m he had to c»>r«erpreerr 
adopted, told them ** th.it he lud not c.dled ihriii togclher 
to request Ihrir conned, «r In commit them«eUes|iy giving 
anj opmtan ©n the subject. He took the rrvpoovd.ildt 
entirely ujwn biwclf ; nnd he only required, that they 
•hoiiM uemediatrlj prej’arc hfearrjfnj it into eriTt.* 

'I\i* pUn of rvlreaijog was aftrr»ari!» ahandon^-d r>j 
S»T John Mpmc, f>)t tl»* fd’owing reasons. Wuhm ,» 
verj few datt afti-r lb* new* ©f Cavtaitu** d<'feat and ll.f 
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Sir Joliii Moiuc niis-iuforuK'd by »ilr. I'rorc. 

tolal (lispor.<ion ol’liis anny, JSir John roccivrd u letter 
from !Mr. Stunri at Madrid, slatinp;, on the authority of 
J)on Thomas jMorla, the agent and cliief ruler oC the 
Junta, that (.ienerul St. Juan, with 20,000 men, had twice 
repulsed the enemy at Sepulveda ; that Caslanos was 
hringiiig the greater part of his Omco irom Chdatuyd and 
•Siguero/. to join him ; that the enemy had only small fo- 
raging parties in Castile ; and tiiat JJonapaiio was at 
Burgos. In a<hiition to these statements, came ietter.s from 
Mr. Frere, (to whose representations the commandor-in- 
chief had been directed to pay the greatest deference) all 
of them deprecating a retreat upon Portugal ; all magni- 
fying the resources of the Spaniards, e.xtenuating their 
losses, extolling their enthusiasm, and holding out the 
energy of the provinces as yet unsubdued, as a counter- 
balancing consolation for the loss ol’ those that had 
yielded. 

Such •was the blind zeal of ^Mr. Frere, that ho lis- 
tened with credulity to the hacknied stories of internal 
disturbances in France. “There is, besides,” he writes, 
“ a great delay in the arrival of the reinforcements which 
were promised the French ; and which, if they had, been 
sent, would by this time have composed an enormous 
force.” Unfortunately, Mr.- Frerc’s means of information 
did not enable him to discover, that the French had 
already in Spain an enormous force. “ There arc,, be- 
sides,” Mr. Frere continues,. “ reports, that the resistance 
..0 the conscription has, been much more obstinate than 
\isual ; and the pastoral letter of the. Bishop of Carcasr 
Eone seems to imply, that such reports cannot be wholly, 
groundless.” 

The supreme Junta,, however,, not trusting to the de- 
voted exertions of the English plenipotentiary, nor. even. 


V. 
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to Sic false statements Viilb islucli Don Monaliail nbuset' 
that minister’s understanding in despite of bisc}cs, di^ 
patched no doubt at the suggestion of the traitor *Uona 
Don Rentua Cscalante» Coptam‘gcncni! of the armies of 
Grenada, and Brigadier general Don Augustin BuenO, 
to Salamanca, under pretence of concLrtmg opcnitions 
belts cen tbo combined British and Spanish, and “ acrclc- 
jrating ibeir combined movements, and nvoiding nil dclajs, 
so contrar) to Uic noble and important cause of the (wo 
nations.” 'llie two Spanish generals corroborated the 
flattering stnltmciils winch tlie Bnlisb cemmander had 
before received, Tlicv were rather surimsed wItenSir 
John J^loorc introduced to them Colonel Gruhim, who 
Ind the niglit (icforc sapped with St. Juan in ins wo) 
from Madrid, whom tiicj represented ns ui possession of 
the pass of Some Sierra. St. Juan’s corps had ficen 
charged bj n liodj of French ciwalry, and completely 
routed* nnd there was not n doubt. Colonel Gralnm 
slated, that tlic French army was in full niarcli for Mn- 
dnd. Such conlrndictorj reports may well be supposed 
to have determined Sir J. 3Iooro to revert to Ins (ir»l re* 
solution, rallicr than to induce lum to trust lumsetf to 
allies, whewe defective mfurnntion exlnhitrd proofs, if 
not of their treachery, at least of ignorancw scarcely less 
culpable. 

Tlie letter which was broaght by the Spanish ofTicers 
from the Sopreme Junta, os their credentials, to Sir J, 
Moorr, was dated ot Aranjoex, November 2$. A few 
day* oflerwardi, while ''Iona, who hid l>egun to capitu* 
Iste to iff. French, was rmployed m recomncrufing to 
the lehabitanl* *ulirru»s*o'i (•> the roonueror, who wis el 
the fstfs of .'la *n 1, « dcsjtatch, slated at Madrid, lie- 
rcisWf 2, a- 1 signed by the Friree of Castcl Franco and 
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Mr. Frcrc’s Dispatches to Sir John Moore. 

Thomas Moria, was sent off to “ his Excellency Sir John 
Moore, com man tier of the army of his Britannic Majest}',” 
professing to be '' a true and just representation of affairs 
at that moment. General Castanos’s army, (it stated, 
amounting to about 35,000, was falling back upon Bladrid 
in the greatest haste, to unite with its garrison. And 
that another force of 10,000 was also coming for the 
same purpose to that city, where nearly 40,000 men 
would join them. With this number of troops, the ene- 
my’s army, which had presented itself, was not to be 
feared. But the Junta still apprehending an increase 
of the enemy’s force, to unite with that at hand, hoped 
that his Excellency, if no force was immediately opposed 
to him, would be able to fall back to unite with their 
army, or to take the direction to fall on the rear ol‘ the 
enemy. And the Junta could not doubt, that the rapi- 
dity of his Excellency’s movements would be such as the 
interests of both countries required.” 

Whilst Sir John Moore was employed in taking into 
consideration this paper, which was delivered to him on 
the5th of December, Colonel Charmilly arrived with des- 
patches from Mr. Frerc, at Talavcra; repeating, in terms 
still more vehement, the necessity of an advance upon 
Madrid, and resting the fate of Spain upon the decision 
of the British general. 

We pass over the insurrections at Madrid, the cor 
respondeuce of Mr. Fr^re, and many other minor scene.'? 
of action, to detail matters of greater moment; among 
which were the military operations between the subject of 
our history and the British commander' in-chi^f. 
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tceblwbtatf* oftlip Marquis ot Itom&na’s Army 


CllAPTLR II. 


Sir Jo!m Moorca hcuil quarters N^ertnow nt Alx'jos, 
>\hcre lie Imil rccci\c(l a Idler from tlic ^rnnjuisof Ko- 
innnn, ut LcoUj whom he was m communication, njt 
jiroMng the reasons of retreat ho Imit ticforu intcniJcd 
From Alctjoa it had been projected to ino\c on Vulh« 
dolid Uut the 9(tunlion of Marsha) Sou)t, Mi(]i tuo di- 
visions, at Saldantiah, and Junot at Ihirgo^, exposed Sir 
David Uaird tn he attacked m forming his junction Sir 
J Moore, according!), in order to unite ns soon as pos- 
sible with Sir I) llaird, returned to 'loro, whence it 
might stilt tic possdife, should Afarsliat Soult nlTord t)ie 
opporlunUv, to strike a blow, under cover of iIil ticlicf 
expressed in tlic i'rciich dispatclics tint lljc fori e and 
movements of the rrincli upon T id ivm and Iladajor 
must have forced back the I'ngloli nnn) upon Ijsimn 
Allofo, Sir J ^loore Tcccivcd accounts of the div. 
organised and frrldc state of the Mari|m4 ofllomjnas 
nrinv, w»lJ» wliieli he m xs meihlating n junetit n, fi r addinij^ 
vigor to las intcndid attark on Murshat Soclt. IVom 
Toro, too, hir J Aloore dispatched an account to Air. 
IVfrr, of the inlrthgcnee he had rec'^ned Ijr the tntrr 
tepted dupatclicj, nadlure he was again nssad'-d tt)^ 
lie hams* ng intrcatiri. of the Junta aad the f mUe rr 
prrsffvUlicnv if the n nuter ptfnt|»otpritijrv 'Die 
ufral, fn j m 1 1 * designs, runtiaurd ti» ns/ih ctj Vd a 
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Force of Ihc English and French Annic:». 

pardo and Valdcros. On December 20 be reached Ma- 
jorca, and ilicrc, by completing- his junction with Sir 
David Baird, united the whole British army, which now 
amounted to 23,000 infantry and 2000 and some hundred 
cavalry. 

On December 21, the British commander advanced to 
Sahagun, from which place Lord Paget, at the head of 
400 horse, had the morning before dislodged and defeated 
7j00 French cavalry, taking 1G7 prisoners, witli two 
Ulutenant-coloncls. It was here Sir .T. Moore concerted 
with General llomana the plan of attack on Marshal 
Soult, whose forces, to the number of 18,000, were con- 
centrated behind the river Carrion ; 7000 were posted at 
Saldannah, and 5000 at the town of Carrion, below Sal- 
dannah. The British were collected between Sahagun, 
Grahal, and Villado. It was the intention of the British 
general to march from Sahagun to Carrion, and thence 
to Saldannah by night, w'hilc llomana proceeded to the 
same point by Mansilla. The Marquis prepared, in tho 
best manner the defective state of his troops would per- 
mit, to co-operate in tiic design ; for which purpose he 
arrived at Mansilla on the 23d, at three o’clock in the 
afternoon, and from thence announced his arrival to 
Sir John, who was to march from Sahagun the same 
evening. 

The expectations of the army were wound up to the 
highest pitch. The dispositions were already made for 
combat, and the generals had received their instructions, 
when Sir J. Moore received information, that considerable 
reinforcements had arrived to the French from Palcncia. 
A. courier from Las Santas told of the halt of the French 
at Talavera, and several messengers reported their ad- 
vance from Madrid. The latter part of this intelligcnco 

i> 2 
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$ir Joho Sfoore^ Retreat. 

was confirmed by an express from ihc ^larquis of Ro* 
mana. T(ic purport of these movements was easily frus- 
trated by the Brilisli commaadcr. He countermanded 
the advance of his troops, and 'determined on a retreat. 

This retreat, from the distatico marched, and tho nu- 
merous difficulties by winch U was attended, long re- 
main an bononraWe proof ©t the energy, perseverance, 
and valour of lb© British soldiery. It has no parallel in 
Ibo annals of modern history ; and it Tcllccted equal honour 
on tho talents of tho comtnandcr-in-clucf by whom it was 
conducted, and the officers and men who were fqdiNidu- 
ally concerned in its accompUsbment. Sir John Mopre 
was no egotist, and llicreforo we shall give on cxtrqpt 
from his despatch without licsitalipn 

On thr 2lst (December) the amy reached Snhagun. 
H was necessary to bait there, iuordcr to refresh the tneu, 
and on account of provistoos. Tlio (nfurmatmn I re- 
ceived WO'*, tiiut ^Inrshal Soult was at Saldnnunh wltii 
about 10,000 incii, «itli posts along the river, from 
Gnarda to Carrion. 

'' Tltc army was ordered (o march in two columns ut 
eight o’clock on the night of tlic 2t)d, to force the bridge ut 
Carrion, and from thence pracced to Sahlannah. At si\ 
o’clock I received information that considcndde rcinniree- 
ments find arnvcti at Carrion from Balrncui, and a fetter 
from tlie Marquis dr hr Ituman.a informed inr, that the 
IVeiich were advancing from JIndriil either to V’clludolnl 
or Salamanca. It was rridrjit that it wtn t<M> fate In 
rosecute tiie attempt upon Suult, that t most he satitfird 
»ilh Ihv di\rnn<»n I twd made, and th.at 1 fiad rai tifO'- to 
love to secure lu) fclrejt, 'fTienevt morning 
general H«jk, hiiJi lus own divninli. on<lth»lfif 
tcnaPt-grtif ra! IVA'rr, Kurvlud .'IjjvfvJ, li'fjt .‘•»r 
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AND WARS OF EUROPE. 

Sir John Moore’s Dispatches. 

David Baird with his division to pass the river at Vtden- 
cia, and followed .Lieutenant-general Hope on the 25th, 
with the reserve and the light brigades, by IVlajorga and 
Valderas, to Benoventc. Tlic cavalry under Lord Paget 
ibllowed the reserve on the 2Glh ; both the latter corps 
entered this place yesterday. We continue our march on 
Astorga. Generals Hope and Fraser arc already gone 
on; General Baird proceeds to-morrow from Valencia, 
and I shall leave this with the reserve at the same lime. 
Lord Paget will remain with the cavalry to give us notice 
of the approach of the enemy ; hitherto the infantry have 
not come up ; but they arc near, and the cavalry surround 
us in great minibcr: they arc checked by our cavalry, 
which Iiavc obtained, by their spirit and enterprize, an 
ascendancy over that of the French, which nothing but 
great superiority of numbers on their part will get liic 
better of. 

“ The diversion made by our march on Sahagun, though 
at great risk to ourselves, has been complete; it remains 
to be seen what advantage the Spaniards in the South 
will be able to make- of it; but the march of the French 
on Badajoz was stopped, and' when- its advanced guard 
had' reached Talavera' dc la Heine, every thing dis- 
posable' was turned’ in- this direction. The only part 
of] the army which has- been hitherto engaged with the 
enemy has. been the cavalry, and' it is impossible for me 
to say too much' in their praise. F mentioned to your 
Lordship, in my letter- of the T6th, the success Brigadier- 
general Stewart' had^ met with' in defeating a detachment 
of cavalry at Bueda. Since that, few days have passed 
without his taking or killing different parties of the 
French,, generally .superior' in- force* to those which at- 
tacked them. On their march to Sahagun, Lord Paget 
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Bonaparte arriyes in Spain Tnth HeiDforceroenti 

liid mforrmtion of (500 or 700 ca\a!ry being in limt (own 
lie marcbcfl on ibe 20lh from some \^Uages, vrbcrc lie 
was posted in front of the enemy at Mnjorga, with tlic 
lOlli and 15lh Imssars. The lOtli marched straight to 
the town, Vrlnlst Lord Paget with the lOtli endeavoured 
to turn It Unforlunntcli he fell m with a pntrole, one of 
whom escaped, and gave the atarm. Bj this means (he 
Trench had time to form on the outside of tlic town be* 
fore Lord Paget got round. Ho immcdnlcl) charged 
them, heat them, and took from 140 to 150 prisoners, 
amongst whom were two Licutcnanhcolonels and eleven 
oRiccW, viith the loss on our part of six or eight men, and 
perhaps 20 wounded " t 

It 19 not casj to calctthtc the exact amount of the 
forces brought b) the TrcDch Emperor against Iho 
Spaniards, nOcr Ins return from the confcrtoccs at Er 
furlh According to an intercepted letter from the go 
vernor of IJajonnc, 78,000 were to rntcf Spmn between 
the IGlh ofOctolicr and the IGUi of November About 
tlic same period, 15,000, thicfly from Itnl}, entered Cntn- 
lonn, nndflO.OOO, midcr Jiinot, entered Spam m tin br- 
gimiing of Uiccfiibcr. 'Hie forces stationed hthtnd the 
Diro, togellirr with (lie force m Barcelom, and the other 
gam'onv, amounted to (>5,000, making n total of 182,000 
nt least- But Ibe rrcnch prisoner* agreed m making 
llie total of tlic rrench anov m Spam, at the end of IBOS 
nndthc ticgmTnng of 200,(KW. By the mm of the 

nrmtfs under Blake, Castanos, and the youn,; Cmuit 
Hrliidere, the road vruv cleared, oud Bomparte mmetl 
from Burgo upon the capita!. 

B miparte, on the iMh of Ueceirher, inanhed ffntn 
51a In t, With an nnnv coniuUng of B2,0«'X) mfjiitrv an I 
*-'M5 cavVfj , cien the dtsittuo iiolcr Slnrlicr, talVd 




AND M'AUS OF FUllOPF. 2.^ 

Advance of the Frcncli Annies coniinanded by Bonaparte. 

tlic Duke of Treviso, winch was on its march to Sara- 
gossa, was stopped. In short, tlic whole disposable force 
of the French army, forming an irregular crescent, was 
marching in radii to environ the British. J’o accomplish 
this favourite ohjoel, 33onapar(c interrupted his victorious 
career to the South, where there was nothing eapahlc of 
resisting him. Lishon and Cadiz, at that time, would 
have yielded as easily as Madrid. 'I'hc hold measures 
winch had been adopted by Sir J. ISIoorc prevented the 
immodiale subjugation of the Peninsula. It remains to 
be seen what was the plan he adopted for the extrication 
of his own army from its presemt most perilous situation. 

The advanced guard of the French cavalry, which Bo- 
naparte had brought Irom Madrid, passed througii Tor- 
dcsillas on the 24th of December; on the same day the 
van of the British army left Sahagun, and both moved 
towards the same point, at Benevento. The retreat 
of the British army now began by the passage ol tlie 
river Eslar. The Marquis of Romana was Icit in pos- 
session of the bridge of Mansilla and the road to Leon. 
Sir David Baird crossed the Eslar, for the ferry of Va- 
Icntia, where he took post to cover the magazines at Be- 
nevento and Zamora. Sir J. Moore, with the remainder 
of the army, passed by the bridge of Castro Gonsalo. 
These movemenls were masked by the eavalry under 
Lord Paget, who, advancing close to the positions of the 
enemy, I'ell in with and defeated several detachments of 
cavalry, which Bonaparte had pushed forward from Tor-; 
desillas. 

Before Sir J. Moore quitted Benevento, about S ot 
GOO of Bonaparte’s imperial cavalry crossed a ford below 
the town, and attacked the English pickets, who imme- 
diately assembled, to the amount of 220 men, under Bri- 
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General LefebTTe taken Prisoner. 

gadjcr-general Stewart, retired slowl), dispntjng otty 
incb of ground, and rcpcatcdlj charging through the 
enemys squadrons, till the am\nl of liord Paget witli 
the 10th hussars, who, together with the pickets, drose 
tlic cnem} into tlic ntcr, killing or wounding 55, ond 
taking 70 pnsoners; among whom was the young Gene- 
ral Lcfcbvrc, commander of Bonaparte's impcrnl guard 
Bonaparte is said to have viewed the action from a lofty 
hill, about a league from Benovento. 

Here Sir J. Sloore dclached General Cmuford vrilh 
3000 chosen troops on the road to Orense Had he 
neglected lias prccantion, Bonaparte miglit have sent a 
light corps by this road, headed the Bnlisli colnmn**, imd 
obstructed their retreat. Besides, there was great room 
to apprehend, that the -whole army could not Imve been 
provided wiUi subsistence had U reinamcd united. Ge- 
neral Cmuford proceeded undisturbed to Vigo, while the 
othercolumns pursued their march, Ihroiigli deep snoiAS, 
across ilio dreary plains of Leon, to Astorgn, where the 
Bnlish general found the town filled ond the road en- 
cumbered with the straggling army of Rorconn , who, 
having abandoned the position and bridge of MansiUa, 
without breaking it down nccordmg to bis inslnictions, 
was going to Orense Tlie Duke of Dalmatia, having 
crossed the Esbs at Mnnsilh, quietly entered I-eotj. 
Hi-* lutention probably was, to occupy Astorgn before 
the amsal of the Bnlisb In this, bowrver, (if sorb was 
bis drsign) be wa* disappoioted by the sViU and pfoRij»- 
lilode of Sir J. Moore, 

The BnUih comraander, uniting bis nrinj with the 
divuioo of Sir David Baird fnita Valentia. prix-r-rtli'd, 
Dreenbrr tJO, on ViIU I*r^new and Iai-o. At Asliwga 
fcU ihe fcperfluous ca»p»eq iipu^e wav drstrosrd, and sM 
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AND TJIE WAKS OF EUROPE. 

Skirmislics between the Brilisb iind Frcneli. 

the mules, horses, &c. that could not keep up with tlio 
columns, abandoned. On (he march from hence the mi- 
litary chest was sacrificed ; barrels full of dollars were 
staved, and precipitated over rocks into ravines, dens, and 
rivers. From Astorga to Lugo the road lay, for tlie 
most part, through bleak mountains covered with snoAV, 
affording so scanty a supply of provisions^ (hat the (roops 
were sometimes two days without lasting food. 

Bonaparte, after being joined by (he Duke of Dal- 
matia at Astorgo, and reviewing his troops, to the omounl 
of 70,000 men, had dispatched three division.s, under three 
marshals, in pursuit of the English army. Continual 
skirmishes took place behveen the French advanced, and 
the British rear-guard commanded by Sir John Moore in 
person, who took his measures so well as always to repel 
his assailants. He offered battle to Sou It, Duke of 
Dalmatia, before Lugo. This the Duke did not think fit 
to accept ; conceiving, probably, that he was playing a 
surer game, by endeavouring to envelope and destroy the 
British on their march. 

On the 11th of .January, 1809, the British army 
marched from Betanzos to Corunna, having now traversed 
250 miles of mountainous and difficult country, in the 
face of an enemy immensely superior in numbers ; very 
often without food or .shelter, drenched with rain, and 
worn out with cold and fatigue ; yet still unbroken, pre- 
senting every-where an undaunted front to tlm enemy, 
who had not to boast of having won a single troidiy. As 
yet, however, they were not in safety, very few ti'ansports 
having arrived from Vigo, owing to, contrary winds. 
The position of Corunna was bad, and the enemy were 
assembling on the heights which surround it. There 

were not wanting generals who advised Sir J. Moore to 

?OL. III. NO. 48. 
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lETer terms to the Duke of Dalmatia, for the purpose of 
)eing allowed to embark in safety ; but the British gene- 
•al was determined not to accept of any terms, which (to 
ise his own expression) would be in the least dishonor- 
ible to the army or to the counlrj*. 

There w*ere three ports at which the army might have 
Dccn embarked — ^Vigo, Fcrrol, and Corunna. The dis- 
.ance from Astorgo to Vigo was loo great, and besides 
here was not at AHgo any miHtar3* position. The jca- 
ousy of the Spaniards would not have admitted the 
English into Fcrrol ; and further the roads were too 
oarrow and winding for transports to ride in safety from 
an enemy on shore. The peninsula of Batanzos, Sir J. 
Moore had reason to hope tvould afford a position for 
defending the embarkation, and was also much nearer, 
that had not contrarj* winds detained the transports two 
days longer al Vigo, the army would have been cm» 
barked unmolested. As this was not the case, the gene- 
ra! prepared for action by occupying a smalt chain o» 
bills a short distance from Corunna. The enemy occu- 
pied a more extended chain in the fr«nt; and a valley, 
with the village of E>tn3, separated the two armies. 
From the 13lh to the I5lh, the embarkation of the sick, 
the artillery, horses, See. was going on, the enemy in llie 
mean lime gradually drawing round and skirmishing with 
our out-posts. 

\Vc ihalJ jjj jjiany iojtajjce.s, during this interesting 
natratise, insert the testimony of on eye-witness, which 
must cettainly supercede all opinion : ITe says— 

On the IGth llie advanced guard of the llritis!i 
army, which was station-d on the heights near a place 
rallfd Vniaboa. was attacked by lie enemy, as were the 
oiler oal-uojU. nrohably with tbe slew of tscerlaictng. 
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Lunvlenanl-coloncl IMnckcnzic killed. 

witli more ccrtainl}^, tlie nature of their po.sition and the 
amount of tlieir force. This was considered as a prelimi- 
nary measure to a general battle, which was confirmed by 
the events of the following day. 

''The French this day posted two guns at a detached 
house on the road, from whence they fired on the British 
lines. They were soon silenced by two English field- 
pieces, and obliged to retire witli precipitation. The 
English guns were so extremely well served and pointed, 
that a shot from one of them wms seen to kill several 
of the enemy, while their efforts were attended with little 
effect, tlie shots- mostly falling short of the objects they 
were aimed at ; indeed, I neither saw nor heard of any 
mischief done by them, unless the killing of a mule may 
be conisidered deserving of that appellation. One shell 
passed over the advanced post it was directed against, 
falling near the road amongst several British soldiers 
without occasioning any of them tlie smallest injury. 
The whole day was passed in continual skirmishing, 
Quring which the cool and intrepid conduct of the British 
troops was eminently conspicuous and exemplary. The 
late Lieutenant-colonel Mackenzie, of the 1st battalion of 
the 5th regiment particularly distinguished himself by 
his activity and bravery. Having had one horse shot 
under him, he remounted on another, advanced again to 
the attack, and unfortunately- received a wound from a 
musket ball, which occasioned his death in a few hours- 
afterwards; A most interesting spectacle presented -itself 
during this day in the movements and operations of the 
contending parties, being sufficiently near for me plainly 
to distinguish every thing that took place. In one in- 
stance I noticed a detachment, consisting, I should think, 
of more than a hundred of the enemy, take possession of 

E 2 
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llowa and MuW dcstroitd 

a liousc on the snic of n lull, from whence they '\crc 
spcethij ilisloilged by the British nrtillcrj, the first shot 
from whom penetrated completely tlirough the house, 
compelling them to seek safety on the lieight by a preci- 
pitate flight 

" Tin*! day, and the preceding, a great number of horses 
and mules which had been disabled, were sho* m the 
square of tlie arsenal at St Lucia, near Corunna 

1 laNC already ineutioncd, that in consequence of the 
enemy's mo\cnienl3 on the morning of tins day, a general 
battle was expected umncdntcly, but that nothing more 
took plai-e tlnn a senes of skirmishing. The dchy, in 
all probability, was occasioned by the reinforcements cx- 
pcfled by the enemy not Iming armed indue lime 

“The firing did not entirely cease till the ciening, 
when the out*post3 were relieved, and the bra\c llnglisb 
troops who bad been engaged were mUidcawn to take 
lint rist winch iheir >jgoroos ami arduous exertions ren- 
dered so requisite The army lu general )nd bren sup. 

] bed with their due proportion of rations since their arri- 
^al at Corunm, which the uncommon rapidity of the re- 
trnt, nnil the lorat circumstances previously ilrtailcd, 
picNrntcd their Tccciving with regularity during Ihnr 
HI irth Those soldiers who required tlirm were also fur- 
nished with shoes, stockings, and other arliclcs of clothing, 
and new arms were dehrrrrd out, to replace those that 
bad bren lost or reinlrred unfit for service 

‘ On Uir morning of the IGlb on uiuimal de/rre of 
\nivtle am\ animation appenred t«' prtvad amongst ll »■ 
Spatiiib troops and in’ -ibilants , his Bvcrllei cy th** ee n- 
man<lant, Don Juaquin t.areiv ^lorena, basing hy pro. 
elvmMton anl etl I wthods e\t urted tlemtj rx^rt llvir 
till otttH’orts in co-ojrrat»ng with ll'ir Irsic ftlhe* t> 
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Rciiiforcciiicnfs arrive in tlic T’renr)i Camp. 

repel the assaults oi‘ the enemy, anti to ailbrd them every 
possible facility towards cflecting their embarkation, de- 
claring, at the same time, it was his determination to de- 
fend tlic place to the last extremity. This venerable and 
patriotic oflicer, though apparenll}'" upwards of seventy 
years of age, evinced the utmost activity and zeal in the 
performance of his duties, being the greater part of every 
day on horseback, personally inspecting the progress of 
the works,’ and the organization of the volunteers. 

I again this morning visited the English advanced 
posts, which had not altered their position since the pre- 
ceding day ; at this period every thing ap])caring perfectly 
quiet, the soldiers, excepting those on sentry, were rest- 
ing and taking refreshment, but still in a situation ready 
to turn out at a moment’s notice. The men had erected 
for themselves huts, formed of boards, straw, and otlier 
materials, hastily collected from tlie buildings in the 
neighbourhood, there being very few tents. 

“ Notwithstanding the fatigue tiie English soldiers had 
already undergone, and the severe conflicts they had re- 
cently been engaged in, they appeared in excellent spirits, 
expressing the highest confidence in their officers, and 
seemed anxious, by being again opposed to tlie enem}’-, 
to bring to a conclusion the object of their illus- 
trious general-in-chief, of the favourable issue of which 
they entertained no doubt. It was between the hours of 
ten and eleven, that I rode to the English out-posts ; the 
morning was extremely fine,, and I had a very distinct 
view of the enemy’s army. -A large body of cavalry and' 
infantry, evidently a reinforcement, at this time were 
marching up to the heights in front, accompanied by 
bands of’ music, drums and fifes. A few shots were fired 
at the’^ rear by the British, but I believe the distance was 
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The Enemy ia dm^ from the Heights. 

00 great for them to do execution. The extent of the 
French lines could plainly be ascertained through a tele- 
scope, and I could distinguish engineers and artillery- 
men busily employed in their front, as \ imagined, erect- 
ng a batterjr. Were I permitted to offer an opinion of 
the numbers of which the enemy’s army consisted, to 
ludge from the extent and depth of their lines, I should 
jertainly estimate them at upwards of thirty thousand. 

“ The commanding positions of the enemy’s guns ena- 
bled them to have a superior effect to those of the Eng- 
ish, who were so much below them. The principal at- 
tack of the enemy was directed to the division under Sir 
David Baird, which was undoubtedly the weakest portion 

the British line, against which they advanced three 
/ery strong columns. Nothing could possibly exceed the 
intrepidity, firmness, and good order with which this di- 
vision sustained the attack. After a very arduous strug- 
gle, the British succeeded in driving the enemy down 
from the heights whereon they had attacked them, and 
charged them with the utmost spirit and ardour half-way 
up the hill, on the other side, which tliey had before oc- 
cupied, to the place where they had posted their guns, 
which very nearly fell into (he hands of the English, and 
were only preserved by being hastily withdrawn. 

* A vilfage (o the right of Ceneral Baird's division be- 
came an object of obstinate contest between the two ar- 
mies. It was situated ot the foot of a lull, and crowded 
with French troops. These were gallantly attacked by 
the English no less than tlireo several times, who at lenglli 
succeeded incarrjing the place, after an immense slaugh- 
ter of the enemy.”* 


SlUburae's L«Uer lo I/irJ 
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AND THE WARS OR EUROPE. 

Death of Sir J. Moore by n Cannon-shot. 

On January 16, M'Uen orders had been issued for the 
embarkation of the ^YhoIc army. General Hope reported 
from his post, that the enemy’s lines were getting under 
arms. Sir John hastened to the field, where the picket.? 
were engaged, and beheld the French descending from 
the hills in four columns, two of which threatened the 
riglit of the British line, composed of Sir David Baird’s 
division ; upon whose right the rifle corps formed a chain 
across the valley which united it with General Frazer’s 
division, the whole stretching in an oblique direction to- 
wards Corunna. 

Sir John Moore perceiving that the great eflTort of the 
enemy would be directed against Lord W. Benlinck’s 
brigade and General Massingham’s, which composed Sir 
D, Baird’s right wing, had ordered General Frazer to 
move up, and General Paget to support Lord W. Ben- 
tinck with the reserve. The two lines moved on under a 
shower of balls, and on their closing, the general, i)er- 
ceiving his right to be outflanked, ordered the 4th regi- 
ment, which composed it, to form an obtuse angle with 
the other half of the regiment ; a manoeuvre which was 
performed to the General’s entire satisfaction, the sol- 
diers at the same time commencing a heavy flanking 
fire. The 50th and the 42d, which coinposed the remain- 
der of Lord W. Bentinck’s brigade, charged gallantly, 
and drove the enemy from the village of Elvina with 
great slaughter. Sir J. Moore was in the act of order- 
ing up the guards to support the brave Highlanders, 
when he received his death-wound by a cannon-ball on 
the .shoulder, and was conveyed from the field in a 
blanket by six soldiers of the 42d. ■ Sir D. Baird had 
already left the field of action, from a severe wound in 
his arm. The soldiers, however, undismayed by the loss 
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Tte Britjsli T«>ops emLarV on board \ essels. 

of tlieir leaders, maintained the advantages they had ob 
tamed on the right, and continued to repel the repeated 
attacks of tlie enemy on their centre and left, until niglit 
left them roasters of the held Not more than 15,000 
British TV ere engaged, of whom about 7 or 800 were 
killed or wounded The French engaged in this battle 
were estimated at 20,000, and consisted, in part, of tlie 
regiments sent back from Portugal to tlie ports of France 
nearest to Spam, by the Convention of Cintra , their loss 
was reckoned at about 2000. General Hope, to whom 
the chief command devolved, look advantage of the suc- 
cess which had been obtained, to embark the army, before 
it sliould be overwhelmed with the increasing numbers oi 
the enemy The boats were all m readiness, and the pre- 
vious measures were so well concerted, that nearly the 
whole arroj were embarked dunng the nigbt 
Though the French bad no disposition to renew the 
engagement, when the morning of the 17tb arose, and 
they saw that the British troops were gone, they pushed 
on their light troops to the heights of St. Lucia , lu tlie 
forenoon lliey got up some cannon to a rising ground 
near the harbour, and fired at (he transports Several o. 
the masters were so much frightened, tliat they cut (heir 
cables, and four ships run aground The troops of these 
ships were pulonbonrd others, ami the stranded vessels 
burnt The rest of the fleet quitted the harbour. At 
two o’clock General Hill’s bngade, which bad been sta- 
tioned os a corps of reserve on a^ promontory behind liio 
town, began to embark under (he cilvdel , and during 
that night and the following morning, General Beresford, 
who commanded the rear-guard of nbout 2000 men for 
covering the embarkation, sent off all the sick ami 
wounded whose condition adimttrd of thiir being removed 
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Lastly, (lie iTar-gimril itsolf got into the hoat.s, niul the 
^vllole of (In: embarkation vns completed on the 1 8th of 
January without interruption. 

In this retreat (he British army lost ‘all it.s ammunition, 
all it.s maga'/.incs, above 500 Imr.ses, and 5 nr fiOOO men ; 
but .still above 20,000 were computed to have been reland(,'d 
safely in Ivnirland. 

“That the enemy were so .successfully oppo.sed,” say.s 
Mr. Milburne, "and finally repulsed, was owing to (he, 
incomiiarable conduct and intrepiditj* of the British troops ; 
and that the embarkation was so completely enee,led, may 
be attributed to (he judicious inean.s employed to sujiport 
and encourage their extraordinary cfiorts. In regular suc- 
cc.ssion from one afi'air to another, njiporlunitie.s were 
given, astiioywcre universally employed, to display the 
skill and bravery of (he British military character, 

“ The death of every individual who gloriously termi- 
nates bis existence in (he service of hi.s country, is in 
some degree a matter of public interest and general con- 
cern, but when an ollicer of the high and distinguished 
rank in which the merits of Sir John Moore, ns com- 
mander of the British forces in Spain, had placed him, 
from whose splendid military talents, and those superior 
endowments wdiich grace a soldier, we might with confi- 
dence have anticipated future achievements, adding to the 
glory, happiness, and honour, not only of this kingdom, 
but eventually of all Europe, is cut oil* in the meridian 
of a brilliant career on the field of battle, and dies in 
the arms of a victory, his fate becomes an object of the 
deepest regret ; at the same time, the spirit of national 
exultation his heroic actions must naturally give rise to, 
in some degree reconciles us to his fate, and inspires us 
with an ardent, though rational curiosity, to become as 
VOL. III. NO. 48. F 
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sormwinj^ hearts, conveyed their helovcd conunaiulcr 
fioin the field of liattlo, in a hlunket, to his quarters at 
Gorunna ; on the way to whirl) he anxiously inquired, if 
the enemy had been compelled to retire : being answered 
in the afiinnative, lie said, then I am perfectly happy, 
and my life or death is of no consequence whatever,” or 
words to the same elTect. From the necessity there w'as 
of proceeding with the utmost caution and gentleness, the 
soldiers were near an hour in conveying the general to 
his quarters, during whicli he spoke very little, and 
scarcely uttered a groan. The short jieriod that this gal- 
lant soldier continued an inhabitant of thh world, after 
he arrived at his quarters, was passed in giving directions 
as to the disposal of his papers, and expressing his wishes 
relative to the future prospects of those olliccrs of Iiis 
stall' and his friends to whom he was particularly attached. 
He expressed himself extremely solicitous that his country 
should approve of the endeavours he had exerted to pro- 
mote her interests, and declared lie had ever served with 
zeal and fidelity, and died in llic manner lie had always 
been desirous of. After this lie spoke of family concerns, 
particularly ns to what related to his mother ; hut at this 
period, his speech faltering considerably, he was obliged 
to desist. Sir .Tolm thanked his medical assistants in 
very kind terms for their care and attention ; and after 
taking an alfecting farewell of his aid-dc-camps, and the 
mourning friends liy whoni he was surrounded, his manly 
soul winged its lliglit to another and a better world, 
escaping from its fragile 'ffencment of mortality without 
one convulsive struggle, about twelve o'clock on the iiiglit 
of the 16th of January.”* 


Mr. Milburnn’s letter. 
P 2 
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Ch&raeter of Sir Jabii Moere. 

We promised not to dwell on the military operations oJ 
either the British or the French armies in Spain ; hut the 
treachery of Morio, and the sudden fall of Sir John 
Moore, were events which it was absolutely necessary to 
mention in onr history ; and it is also proper to observe, 
that Sir John Moore’s plan of operations, and its execu- 
tion, actually saved Spain at this period from complete 
subjugation. He drew Bonaparte form the south to (iic 
north, ruined his equipments, diminished the number of 
Ills army, and so harassed his troops, as to prevent the 
possibility of making any progress for several months. 


CHAPTCR HI. 


Before we proceed to detail the further progress of a 
warfare, unexampled in the hbtory of human nature, 
we will endeavour to adduce a few observations on the 
unhappy expeJilion winch threatened to ocrwhclm all 
our projects, and absolutely deprived the Britlsli Nation 
of one of the greatest heroes and best men which it could 
boast of having reared. 

Sir John Moore, ere he Jiad been appointed to the 
command of the expedition in Spain, had been allowed on 
all hands to be an excellent olficer, and a wprtliy upright 
man. Ilis military abilities had been tried, and proved 
him worthy of the command which Ids sovereign Imd con- 
ferred on 1dm. lie had risen rapidly, hy Ids undoubted 
prowess, through all the subordinate atejis of roilitarj' 
promotion, and was deemed worthy, at n very early 
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period of his lifcj, to be joined in command tvith .some of 
the most experienced generals of the age. Ho had parti- 
cularly distinguished himself at the siege of Calvi, in 
Corsica, in June 1792. In 1706 he had accompanied tlic 
great Abercrombie to Barbadoes, wlicre he o])tained the 
rank of brigadier-general : and, together with Ins friend 
and companion, brigadier-general Hope, he had reduced 
the island of St. Lucia. 

On the conclusion of the West India campaign, lie ac- 
companied Sir Ralph Abercrombie to Europe : and pos- 
sessing the friendship and confidence of that great and 
enlightened hero, General Moore was his companion in 
arms to the Holder, and afterwards to Egypt, wlicrc his 
country was deprived of the further valuable services of 
Sir Ralph Abercrombie, by the honourable sacrifice of 
his life before Alexandria, at which place also, the sub- 
ject of the x>rcsent memoir, then' holding the rank of ma- 
jor-general, as well as brigadier-general Hope, were both 
wounded. On the return of major-general Moore to 
England, Ins Sovereign conferred on him the honourable 
Military Order of the Bath, as a recompence for his gal- 
lant exploits and important services ; and he was ap- 
pointed to the command of Shorncliff, in Kent. His next 
employment was the command of the unfortunate expe- 
dition to assist Sweden, the circumstances of the failure 
of which have been hitherto veiled in mystery. 

Many' opinions have been formed respecting the con- 
duct of the campain. Unwilling to be guided' by preju- 
dice on the one hand, or by the misrepresentation of warped 
judgments on the other, we will coolly and dispassion- 
ately investigate the causes, apparently contradictojy in 
themselves, and endeavour to prove that the effects could 
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not be otherwise^ connected as they were with their vaiied 
and untoward circumstances. 

To collect sufBci^int data on winch to forrtl our judgment, 
we shall examine the slate of affairs in the country we 
were about to succour, and the disposition of tlte people to 
whom we were to be allied. 

General Dupont, with 14,000 men> having been com- 
pelled to surrender on the 19lh of July, by Generals Cas- 
tanos and Ueding, near Andlijar, in Audaliisia, King 
Joseph found it expedient to *<1011 Madrid, at the latter 
end of the same month, and to take the rout to Segovia. 
The capital of Arragon, Saragossa, had already compelled 
the enemy to retreat, with considerable loss, after sus- 
taining a formidable attack from the French army^ It is 
imagined that these reverses had cost the French so less 
than 40,000 men, in killed, wounded, and prisoners. 

Such an heavy loss had induced their general to retire 
beyond the Ebro j taking up a concentrated position along 
the left bank of that river, and there tliey had to wait till 
they should receive succour across the Pyrenees. 

Tt had been estimated that tlio whole force of the 
French in Sprdn, did not exceed 45,000 men ; but it was 
suificienily evident, that previously to the 2Cth of October, 
they found themaelvca sufficiently in strength to act offen- 
sively; nnd their first operation was Dm surrounding and 
taking prisoners a column of 1200 Spaniards 

The whole Sjianish force was embodied in their armies, 
Tlio army of Arragon, under the command of Generoli 
Palafox and Castanoa, formed the right; that of ‘Cstrama- 
dura, under Cucata, composed the centre: whilst tlio com- 
bined armies of GalUcia and Asluria, reinforced by tlio 
Marquis de fa Itomaim's troops from the Paltic, amaanlittg 
lo 8671 wen, formed the left wing. 
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Clisiracler of tlie Juntos. 

The first graiul operation secin.s to liavc been directed 
by the French towards General Blake, Avho was defeated, 
after a series of actions, on the 31st of October, near So- 
ronosa, wlicnce he had retired to Valmeseda, and after- 
wards to Espinosa de loz Monteros. At Valmeseda an 
action took place on 5th of November, attended with a 
partial degree of success to the Spanish army ; but liaVing 
been. again attacked by the Frencii, at Espinosa on the 
10th and 11th, tlieir left wing gave way, and the French 
gained possession of a height commanding the road by 
which Blake was obliged to defile •, the Spanish army had, 
consequently, been totally defeated ; though Blake in his 
dispatches to the Central Junta, liad extolled the bravery 
and fortitude of his troops, they seem to have been in a 
most deplorable state ; for, according to those dispatches, 
they were stated to liavc had neither clothes nor food,; 
tliough they had been for the preceding five days constantly 
harassed by an enemy much their superior both in disci- 
pline and numbers. 

The conduct of the Junta, composed, as they were, of 
men whose narrow capacities and abilities would have dis- 
graced those of the commonest constable in England, did 
not in the least tend to further any favourable prospects to 
the troops of Great Britain. Their incapacity, selfishness, 
and intriguing spirit were universal ; their unpopularity 
had increased in all classes of Spaniards ; and indeed the 
assertion, that from their selfish and extravagant con- 
duct had arisen the ’ calamities, of their country,” seemed 
to be well, founded. 

Such a degrading conduct exhibited by those who 
were appointed to govern, could produce no salutary in- 
fluence on the governed ; they were enclosed in stupid 
wonder, and they regarded with equal sang froid, the 
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Dispoffs I>etwrr& ilte Bntu& afid Spasianfs. 

French who bad deterit.incd to destroy them and their 
British Allies who had corns to relieve and protect them. 
Nay, so far had this humour possessed the people, that 
" a ^^ommotion had almost taken place in Ciudad Rodrigo, 
in consequence of the British soldiers having requested a 
little salt from the people on whom they were billeted. I 
dare say,” continues Dr. Neale, who relates this anecdote, 
“ you will feel some difficulty in giving credit to this fact, 
which is, however, a real one." 

From such a situation it was easily to be seen what was 
likely to be the local condition of the British army in 
Spain } for though we had permitted ourselves to be buoyed 
up by flattering and exaggerated accounts of the disposi- 
tion of those for whom we had asked so much to assist, we 
felt ourselves the more mortified at tlie severe disappoint- 
ments we daily experienced. 

This, however, requires some qualification. Having 
no occasion to say any thing in extenuation of the conduct 
of the Juntas, who from their jealous, we liad almost 
added traitcrous, behaviour had increased the distresses 
of their country, we will take upon us to assert that had 
llic general voice been attended to, such a fatal catas- 
trophe would not have occurred : for though the Spa- 
niards have been accused not only of apathy and indiffer- 
ence towards the cause of their rightful Sovereign, hut 
of absolute hostility towards our troops,* particularly the 
inhabitants of Benevente, Toro, Astorga, and Villa 
Franca, 8cc. this only occurred to petty disputes «biclj oc- 
casionally took phicfc between the British soldiers and the 
inhabitants of some of ilte towns, but tliey were by no 
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Algology for tlic SpntrfardH. 

no means of a serious nature, or deserving the a})pellations 
with which they were branded. 

is undeniable, that, on many occasions, where pro- 
visions and other necessaries were expected to have Tjeen 
cheerfully and abundantly supplied by the inhabitants of 
towns through which the British troops marched, that 
little or none could be obtained on any terms whatever. 
This, however, did not originate, as has been erroneously 
asserted, in any dislike of the Spaniards to the English, 
but merely from the extreme distress in which they were 
themselves involved. Great numbers of the cattle liad 
been driven to the mountains for security against the ra- 
pacity of the French ; and their stores of other provisions 
were almost exhausted by supplies for their countrymen 
in arms ; and, as the operations in agriculture were in a 
great measure suspended, they had a dismal prospect to 
look forward to for future exigencies. Such circum- 
stances of course rendered these poor unfortunate per- 
sons (exposed to all the calamities of a residence on the 
theatre of war, of which an adequate idea' can scarcely 
be formed by any one but an eye-witness), reluctant to 
part with the slender pittance in their possession. 

“ To the above may be added, that the unexpected re- 
treat of the British army increased all their apprehensions 
in an eminent degree, whilst its sudden appearance in 
their towns precluded the possibility of the inhabitants 
supplying themselves from the adjacent country with the 
articles required. The total ignorance of the Spanish' 
language on the part of the English soldiers, and vice 
versA, also occasioned mutual misunderstandings, which 
were in a few instances attended with disagreeable con- 
sequences. Another cause why the expectations of the 
British army as to receiving requisite accommodations 

VOL. III. NO. 48 . G 





42 


or N^POirON BO\AP\TiTE 


Tke^ d»tres»edS tattwxL 

Olid rU'-siNlnnce from llie Sp*mnrds were frequentl\ di> 
appointed w*\s the mimen e* nmnbers of their sick and 
wounded countrymen, who were ftockin:; from the seats 
of -»^r m the different quarters of the k«it;dom towauls 
their rcspecti\e homes, with whom the towns were con- 
tinuatK crowded The situatiou and wretched appear- 
once of these iinfotlunale people were truly pitnble, 
those unable to walk were conxeved on car», whilst others 
through hunger, suknes«, and fatigue, scarcely ahle to 
crawl, were compelled to make their waj on foot, almost 
naked, aud jeneralli without shoes or stockings Even 
in the SpaiU''h hospitals and other places set apart for the 
reception of the sick and wounded, the unhappy patient* 
were nenrl) destitute oC t\eT\ requisite to curiam ct\sl- 
■euce, not to '•ay of the comemeufcs and comforts neces- 
sary for thar condition Some judgment may be fonued 
of their distresst*., from tlie ciTCUmvtancc of one poor 
man, who, nccotaUng to the interpretation of m\ native 
serv'ant, asserted that he had been fourteen da\s without 
any other sustenance Uian a little bad wine, and soine- 
bnies a small quantity of broth made of vegetables and 
oil indeed, his appearance fully established the aeracitj 
of his statement " Tins is the description of an t>t wit 
ness, and on such testimony we surclj ought to rely 
The same writer procecils to give a \erj amiable trait o 
the llntish character, lO the conduct of our soldiers, 
lliough sufTcnug themselves manv of Uie greatest pnva- 

tlQUS • 

* In nanv instances the British soldiers, with that \iber- 
alitv, feeling and gencrosiW, which are equallv their cha- 
racteristics 05 spirit intrepiditv, and courage, wool I share 
with these miserable oljetls their own scantv pittances, 
the deprivation of which t' e> must haae IcU most severely 





AND TIIR WARS OP EUROPE. 


43 


Slior.kiiig Stnfc of the wounded. 

“ I met a great number of sick and wounded Spaniards 
on my journey from Corunna, particularly between Lugo 
and Villa Franya, escorted by armed men, scarcely in a 
better condition than those under tbeir care. The officers 
and men exhibited similar appearances of wretchedness arid 
intense fatigue ; and tlic whole advanced at a rate of not 
more, on an average, than a mile an hour. Some of these 
men on being asked what was the matter witli them, re- 
plied: ^Muchas Enfermos tango hambre, ango muclia 
sed,’ which is in English, ‘ very sick, very hungry, and 
very dry.’ And on giving them a piece of bread, tliey 
expressed themselves thus : ' I thank you for it, and may 
you live many years !' Sliould this statement require con- 
firmation, I can, with confidence, appeal to almost every 
officer of the British Army, most of whom must have wit- 
nessed similar scenes duiring their service in Spain. 

Respecting the use made of the cars drawn by oxen, a 
more inconvenient, ill-constructed, clumsy carriage, can- 
not be well conceived. j^Tlie body of the carriage is 
merely a platform of rough boards, which is placed on 
two wheels, rather lower than tlie front ones of an English 
waggon, composed of pieces of timber, pinned together, 
and secured by others nailed across ; these do not re- 
volve on the axle-tree, but are fastened to it, the whole of 
which turns in grooves sometimes seeured with iron. The 
pole passing between the oxen, is fastened to a yoke bound 
to their horns, so that the poor animals draw by the head, 
or rather it may be said, that they push the machine for- 
wards. 

The shocking inconvenience of such a jolting convey- 
ance for sick and wounded jiersons may be easily con- 
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ceived , added to which, tlie noise they make is tlie most 
disagreeable possible , the revolution of the axle trees pro 
ducing a kind of bumming monotonous sound, something 
similar to the drone of a bagpipe, winch may be heard at 
the distance of a mile, or upwards 

We think it Tight to pursue our Observations in the 
words of Mr Milburne • — 

“ Having accompanied the escort who were in charge 
of the money for the use of the army from Corunna to 
Aslorga, 1 had opportunities of observing the method 
adopted for the transportation of the military equipage ; 
and which, in my humble opinion, in a great measure ac- 
counts for the loss that was sustained, as nothing could 
he worse calculated to facihiafe dispatch In making 
this observation I am far from itiiending to attach the 
slightest imputation of neglect on any gentleman of the 
Commissariat Department, as I am sensible tliey had un- 
common ditEcuUies to encounter in the discharge of their 
othcial duties, and indeed 1 do not feel myself competent 
to decide 

“Notwithstanding the bigotry and hatred of heretics 
usually ascribed to the Homan Catholic priests, 1 with 
pleasare observed, that these persons on nil occasions ap- 
peared extremely anxious to do every thing in their power 
to promote t!ie comfort, and contribute to the accommoda- 
tion of the sick and wounded of the Bntish army 5Tnnj 
English officers were greatly indebted to tho hospitality 
and kindness of Spanish monks and fnars who (though 
by no means in possession of an abundance of the good 
things of this life) were emulous to share their stores with 
the distressed 

“ An instance of goodness and humanity m one of 
these clerical gentlemen, which 1 am about to relate will 
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place the sentiments and conduct of tins class of men in 
the most favourable point in view. My servant being 
extremely ill, I procured him admission into a room 
which was occupied by an English serjeant and his family 
at Lugo ; but, having neither bedding nor covering, a 
benevolent monk instantly offered to supply him with his 
own, which he accordingly brought from his cell. 

“The manners, customs, and mode of living in Spain 
are so widely different from those of England, that every 
candid and liberal-minded person should make great al- 
lowances for these circumstances, in forming an estimate 
of the sentiments and dispositions of the inhabitants ; more 
especially at a period during which they were exposed to 
such vicissitudes, privations, and distresses, as might 
rationally be presumed to have a material influence on 
the natural bias of their temper, which has ever been al- 
lowed to be ‘ noble, generous, and humane,^ 

“Englishmen are so accustomed to the enjoyment of 
every comfort and accommodation in their own country, 
that they feel more sensibly than the inhabitants of other 
nations the diflSculties and inconveniences to which they 
are under the necessity of submitting to in their visits to 
the Continent. There is no country in Europe perhaps 
so well calculated, to conquer British prejudices as Spain ; 
the hardships and privations the traveller must sustain, in 
a short period, inuring him to the patient endurance of 
what cannot possibly be avoided. The passados or inns, 
except a few in the principal towns, are, generally speak- 
ing, little better than hovels, affording shelter from the 
inclemency of the weather, but scarcely any thing else. 
The beds are commonly heaps of straw, usually well 
stocked with inhabitants of a sable hue ; and in lieu of 
sheets, blankets, and quilt, the traveller must depend on 
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Their Pisloynlty Tiiisrcprcf!on<«l. 

Manj'- people in this country were of opinion llmi Ihc 
animation and ardour stated to exist amongst tlie Spani- 
ards on belialf of their legitimate sovereign, was merely 
imaginary, and only to be found in the higher classes of 
society ; and indeed it is certain that nothing could be 
more artful and judicious than the means adopted by Bo- 
naparte to reconcile the lower orders to the change o* 
government he proposed. The abolition of the inquisition 
feudal rights, and unequal taxation, were the rewards h 
oflered to the comvnunity at large for their submission to 
the authority of Joseph Napoleon j and therefore it is by 
no means surprising that some of the common peojile, 
who seldom reason upon circumstances but as they im- 
mediately affect themselves, should be induced to look 
with indifference upon the operations of the Corsican 
usurper. At this period it was supposed, however, that 
nine-tenths of the Spaniards were still loyal to the unfor 
tunate House of Bourbon ; and out of forty provinces oi 
which the kingdom of Spain is composed, no more than 
three had been accused of lukewarmness in the cause oi 
Ferdinand the Seventh. As this might be considered 
the true state of the case, it was fairly inferred, that the 
cause of patriotism in Spain was not wholly desperate, 
and therefore it was hoped that the zealous co-operation 
of the British Government would not be withheld in con- 
sequence of the temporary advantages that had recently 
been gained by the Gallic despot. 

As to the necessity and advantage of rescuing Spain 
from the grasp of her sanguinary ambitious usurper, there 
could be but one sentiment; the justice of the measur. 
was unquestionable. Not only the national honour so so- 
lemnly pledged by the Sovereign and the Parliament 
of Great Britain, and the sympathy which the unmerited 
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sufferings of Uie Spanish people must naturally excite m 
every Lumane heart, but even our must have en- 

couraged us to persevere in the most vigorous efforts to 
assist them That our interest was concerned m persever- 
ing to lend the Spaniards all the aid m our power, there 
could be no doubt of, for should Bonaparte have suc- 
ceeded in his designs of subjugating all the continent of 
Europe, the invasion of Bntain would certainly be tlie 
next object of his ambition , and, although our insular si- 
tuation, and other incidental circumstances, might have 
hitherto preserved us from the visitation of war, and its 
concomitant calamities, it was stiff vvitliin the verge of 
possibility that such an event might happen 
From such a sketch as tins might reasonably be ima- 
gined the situation of the British array in Spam A 
country desolate and unproductive, a people oppressed 
by various kinds of tyranny, by invasion, and wiUiout 
human sustenance, careless of the adventures of the day , 
equally careless of fnends and enemies, ami therefore in- 
active for their own presenotion The treacherous ron- 
dncl also of the infamous MorH, urged sufficient motives 
to unnerve anj compact, however fmnly connected 
To all these unfavourable circumstances was to he 
added the defeat of Cucsta at Burgos Tim rrcnch were 
particularly strong in cavalry A reconnoilcnng parly 
of 1200 men had entered Valladolid, and levied contn- 
butions, the country flat and open, the w hole of the Bri- 
tish cavalry, except two troops which hod left Lisbon, 
having gone with general Hope, by Uio way of Dadfljof 
may altogether furnish some idea of tJie situation of Sir 
John Moore '—Ignorant of llic real force or maveinent< 
of the enemy, senous opprefiensions began to bp enter 
lamed, lest the Trench should intercept (Jencral Ifope* 





AND WARS OF EUROPE. 


Vindication of Sir John Moore. 

division, the head of which was at the Escurial on the 
21st of October ; and as all the British artillery, except- . 
ing- one brigade, accompanied that division, should any 
accident have happened to it, tlie whole British force 
would have been in tlie most dreadful dilemma. 

It has been thought, that Sir John Moore did not 
display his usual circumspection, in thus suffering any 
separation of his artillery from the main body of his 
army. They could not have been brought by the same 
road that his division of the army marched. But it has 
been alleged, that General Hope’s division ought to have 
been stronger. Those who have traversed tlie wilds of 
Spain seem to think very differently. The sudden change 
of affah’S in that countiy, however, appears never to 
have been calculated upon, either by the British com- 
mander-in-chief, or even by the Spaniards themselves ; 
our whole march having been arranged under the iur 
pression that the Spanish armies would have held 
together, and covered the union of Generals Baird and 
Hope’s divisions, with the centre 'under Sir John Moore. 
No blame, therefore, could with justice attach either to the 
projectors or planners of this part of the expedition, except, 
indeed, we were willing to squabble with improbability, . 
and quarrel with a circumstance because it had unfortu- 
nately happened. 

Such unpropitious disarrangements of all his measures 
induced Sir John Moore to imagine, that he had arrived 
in a country in which there was no energy nor alacrity ; 
where every thing was “ dead, flat, stale, and unprofit- . 
able and where, though the patriotic cockade was 
worn by every muleteer, yet the impressions of fear would 
induce those muleteers to throw tlie British into confu- 
sion, by fleeing away witli tlieir mules, and conveyin;^ 
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Retreat of the rngltsh Army 

witb them the baggage, and other necessaries, with 
which they were entrublcd This happened once or 
twice 

The ultimatum of all this wts a resolution of Sir John 
Moore to retreat upon Corunna, and, if possible, to 
secure las retreat without hazarding a battle But so 
uncertain was every measure now taken, from the dismal 
aspect of aflViirs, that though, on the 23rd of Dccemhcr, 
orders had been issued bj the commindcr m chief, for 
the whole British array to proceed from Sahigtin to 
attack the enemy's posts at the bndgo of Carnon, and 
the whole army were in tlic highest spirits on the occa- 
sion, and had begun ihcir march, counter orders were 
suddenly issued for them to return to their quarters, 
which threw a damp on both officers and men This 
arose from an officers arrival from tlib marquis Do la 
Romana, with a letter to Sir John Moore, just as ho was 
about to mount lus horse, importing that ** Uic Troneb 
were rapidly advancing from Sladnd, to cut of! our re- 
treat nl Benevente, and that the force under Mnrslial 
Soult, which was it tirsl sided to he ohoul 10,000, novr 
amounted to upwards of 20,000, and that large remforte 
menls were on llicir march to join them at Polcncia” 
'Ihc British Iiad, (liereforc, not a inoim nt to lose, hut to 
commence their retreat towards Astorga as quickly as 
possible 'Die inovimeiit of Sir John ^foorc was ol 
great service , for it hcrvcd lo divert Bonaparte from las 
marcli t iwirds Bulajos and the fronlurs of Portugal 
and had the Spam irds been enabled to make an\ iter- 
tions m Andalusia and Arragon, now would liavr been 
tbrirtunc, but all enii^vwasBt an end, the population 
and tlic finneswcfi> absconding m all ipnrttrs, and tliefr 
wilortunatc alttei had no remedy, but to seek lafcty from 
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Brilliant Acfnn of Lord Paget. 

being surrounded, by securing, ‘as they did, a brave and 
beroie retreat. Sir John Moore, in"tlns,.as well as in 
all bis otber transactions, shewed no feelings but for liis 
country: be looked to posterity and bis oun self-satis- 
faction for applause, and posterity will not disappoint him 
of wbat is so justly bis due. 

Urged on by the rapid advances of Bonaparte, with 
an army of 32,000 infantry and 8000 cavalry, besides 
ibe whole disposal force of the French army. Sir John 
Moore was con\dnced of his inability to withstand such 
an immensely superior force, yet he hoped and was de- 
sirous to defend Gallicia ; but, prevented by the forced 
marches of the French, he still was unwilling to give 
himself into the purpose of entirely abandoning the 
defence of Spain. But all was a perfect blank ! — the- 
French were in pursuit of the British, and the Spaniards 
were as quiet as though they were mere neutral spec- 
tators ! 

No option now remained. — Sir John found it absolutely 
necessary to continue his retreat. We have already 
mentioned Ae brilliant action of Lord Paget, with the 
French cavalry, assisted by Bonaparte’s Imperial guards, 
at Astorga ; we have no occasion, therefore, to dilate on 
that heroic affair, any further than to add, that had any 
kind of co-operation taken place between the Spaniards 
and their generous allies, no doubt but tliat the reverses 
of the British army might have been remedied, and that 
they might have been enabled to make a formidable 
stand against the whole force of Bonaparte and all his 
marshals, till further assistance could have arrived from 
Britain. Much might have been expected from a union 
of efforts, by what was accomplished single-handed. Bui 
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all was apatliy aud disorganizalioa. The period for the 
salvation of Spam had not yet arrived. 


CHAPTEU IV. 


The French were now in t3<c rear of Iho BritUI^ 
acting Uie most merciless outragrs towards the tmlmppy 
stragglers wlm fell in tlicir way. Those misernhlo 
wretches were roost dreadfully hacked, cut, and slashed 
by iho l^rcncU cavalry. For four or ft\c miles, the 
French dragoons galloppcd up Uic road, cutling and 
slashing, on each side, the poor dciotcd beings to 
slaughter, who were unable to move out of their ^?ay, 
oj)prcssed by fatigue and sickness, nml perhaps over- 
whelmed with liquor, which they liad imprudently hn- 
bibed, to sustain Uio languid embers of nature. 

Wo must take into the scale of our account, Umt Sir 
John Moore, with a small anny, and the a.ssistancc, or 
rather incumbrance of men balf-famislicd and liu\r*clolhcd, 
l>ad to oppose the eflicicncj' of an immense amiy, cquiilly 
distinguiriicd for talent, vigour, and promptitudr. A 
tNpl.jis fcMT also, at that time, alTcclcd llic few stragglers 
who were wjUj Ibr Mnrrjuis Do la Hoinana; and tfiN, 
though he had now joined the Ilril{-*h, ronderrd 
service quite ineflicacious ; and afl tiio study of the 
OritUh >icdical SlalT was to prevent u gmewl focr from 
nfecb'ng Uie whole army ; this, however, wav happily 
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Observations on the Campaign in Spain and Portugal. 

efiFcctcd, by the removal of the hospital ; for ihe bcl'.a- 
viour of the French during this campaign, headed as 
they were by a ferocious and malignant commander, who 
was determined, if possible, to “ drive the English into 
the sea,” did not eneourage a hope tliat there was a 
remnant of chivalry left, as had formerly been the case, 
in our former wars with France, to leave our hospitals to 
the humanity of so debased an enemy. 

Surrounded by dangers, embittei’ed by privations, and 
harassed in every quarter by a pursuing and inveterate 
army, the British forces arrived at Corunna, at which 
place Sir John Moore determined to receive the enemy, 
and made tlie necessary dispositions. Tlie events of 
that important action are already before our readers. — ■ 
Great Britain was deprived of the valuable life of the 
commander-in-chief, and of the essential seiwices - he 
might have rendered to his country on future occasions. 

The observations of Dr. Neale,* upon this campaign 
and the retreat of the British, are well worthy our atten- 
tion : they are written very dispassionately, and we are 
therefore justified in inserting them, as the evidence of 
a gentleman, who accompanied the expedition tlirougli all 
its stages. He says : 

“ The campaign having now terminated, many of our 
officers speak very fireely of the want of military talent 
displayed in the retreat, as conducted by Sir John Moore. 
You cannot expect that I should undertake to put you 
in possession of all the arguments used on both sides. I 
foresee, however, that the rapidity of our march will 
hereafter be censured, and that it will be necessary for 
Sir John’s friends to prove the absolute necessity of so 

* Letters on the Operations of the Armies in Portugal .and Spain, 
p. 330. in seq. 
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much haste, m order to jostifj hw memory from some 
degree of blame , at least three-fourths, if not four-fifth«, 
of the lo s which we have sastamed, is to be attributed tc 
that cause. I haNc already told you of our situation 
with regard to proiisions Of nmmal food, lou will 
observe, there was no want , and many officers tlimlk, tint 
after having retired to Yitta rranca dvl Bi^rro, it w'ls 
quite impossible for tlic rreneb to set in out rear, and 
that a stand ought to have been made at that place. Tiie 
cienl has proved, that Spam was not to be quitted with 
out an engagement. 

“ Tlie army arc unanimous m expressing tlicir satis- 
fiction lliat one took place, as it wa.s necessary lo redeem 
tlic lionour cvf tiic country , but even here there some- 
thing like a doubt expressed, as lo the measures adopted 
by the coramandcr-ip thief. You know tJiat tlierc are 
two hills near Corunna, differing both in height and 
extent Tlie larger and higher was occupied hj the 
rrcnch on the 15lh , on tliot nearer to Corunna was 
posted our army. Now il is said, tJiat Sir John JNIoorc 
might base prevented the enemy from occupying Uic 
bill, and creeling bis battenc^ on il, bad be brought up 
tlic Spanish mortars from Ibc defence of Ibo town, and 
annoyed bun by a smart shower of shells, of which there 
was an abundance in Corunna. I know not bow tin* 
nsscrtion can ho answered, unless by nllcging.-Unt onr 
army was not found sofficientiv numerous to occupy (he 
great bill, ns had, indeed, been at first intended 

"All thc^e points will, no doubt, be freely disctjvved 
by those who ore competent to Uie 1*151, ; for nothing cm 
be more absurd than tlie maxim, *' de rtorimt utt r ti 
hemxnr." The di<cusstoD, indeed, of 0 c fmU« tind over 
sights, as «cll as tlie great actions of pul lu rn»n, ii ff 
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high importance to the welfare of society, 'llte actors 
lliemselvcs, when placed within the narrow' limits of the 
tomb, are, of course, indifferent to the agitation of such 
questions ; hut their relations are interested in the 
preservation of their fame, and will justify it by any means 
in their power. 

“ As to myself, I possess neither talents nor informa- 
tion for entering upon the consideration of a question 
purely military. I tliink that Sir John Moore Was not 
a little, unlucky, in having to deal first with a madman in 
Sweden, and tlien with a set of irresolute politicians and 
fanatics in Spain. It was next to impossible that he 
could escape from the dilemma in which he was placed, 
without incurring, from one party or otlier, a certain 
degree of obloquy. He was placed in a situation the 
most awfully responsible that any British general has yet 
occupied. Commanding a divided force, in the midst of 
a country to which himself and his whole araiy, I may say, 
were entire strangers— in an open plain, surrounded by 
an enemy, amply provided with cavalry — opposed by 
that man too, who, from his superior fortune and military 
genius, seems destined and. fitted to direct all the nations 
of the continent, it was next to impossible that he could 
gratify the sanguine expectations of his country. 

“ He had, thei-efore, but a choice of difficulties. 
Having made his election, he had to encounter the whole 
power of the enemy, brought against him from various 
points. He was aware of tlie promise which Napoleon 
had made to tlie Parisians, that “ he would present to 
them the remains of the gaily-dressed English.” He was 
therefore justified in espeeting, that every possible 
exerUon would be used, by that wonderful man, to 
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Character of Sir John Moore. 

fulfil his promise ; in ntlempting which, howc\cr, he has 
fortunately failed. 

'* Tlie question tlicn is narrowed to this point ; was it 
necessary for our commander-in-chicr to hurry Ins Army 
by such sc\ ere forced marches, Ihroii^li n coiinliy, per- 
haps (Jic strongest in Europe. Tf this necessity he 
pro\cd, the character of Sir John XIoorc, distinguished 
as it already is for manly sense, patriotism, and an un- 
common share of militarj knowledge, will be further 
ennobled by the recollection, that having been destined 
to fill tlie most arduous of all stations, lie fell in the nrnis 
of victorv', after conducting a most diflicnlt retreat, pur- 
sued by the conqueror of Europe, and the whole elite 
of the Frcncli arm).’* 

KotwitUbtanduig tlie official dispaten of tJrt gidhin 
general who succeeded to the command of liie army »». 
Sp-mn (nhich has juslU been ccnswlcred • maslcr-picce 
of military arrangement and pcr-pictiitj,) in consequence 
ofthe dwilh of Sir John Moore, and the wound of Sir 
David Baird, has so long been before the public, it is 
presumed the introduction of on extract tlicrcfrom in this 
place will not be considered impertinent. Indeed, it ii 
impossible to dwell too long on a subject so interesting, 
or to repeat loo often a publication which rcnccts crpiai 
lionour on the head and heart of the accomplished friend 
and successor of tlie kamented general h> whom it it 
•written : 

IIi< kill (says General Hope) has deprived me of a 
valuable friend, to whom long experience of his worth 
bad sincerely nUaobrd we. But it « chielly on public 
grounds llmt I must lament the blow. 

“ It will be the conrersation of every ont vrho loved 
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or respected his manly character, th .t. after concluding 
the army through an arduous retreat with consummate 
firmness, he has terminated a career of distinguished 
honour, by a dcatli that has given the enemy additional 
reason to respect the name of a British soldier. Like 
the immortal Wolfe, ho is snatched from his country at 
an cariy period of life spent in her service* ; like Wolfe, 
his last moments were gilded by the prospect of success, 
and cheered by the acclamation of victory ; like Wolfe, 
also, his memory will for ever remain sacred in that coun- 
try which he sincerely loved, and which he had so faith- 
fully served.” 

Tlic general orders to the anny issued by Lieutenant- 
general Hope arc equally entitled to admiration, as the 
foregoing extract from his letter to Sir David Baird ; 
and as they record the particular merits of the ofliccrs 
and army during the service on which they were em- 
ployed in Spain, cannot, with propriety, be omitted. 

GENERAL ORDERS. 

His Majesty’s ship Audacious, January 18, 1809. 

The irreparable loss tliat has been sustained by the 
fall of tlic commander of the forces, and the severe 
wound which has removed Sir David Baird from his 
station, render it the duty of Lieutenant-general Hope to 
congratulate the army upon tlie successful result of the 
action of the 16tli. 

“ On no occasion has the undaunted valour of Britisli 
troops ever been more manifest. At the termination of 
a severe and harassing march, rendered necessary by the 
superiority of numbers which the enemy had acquired, 
and which had materially impaired the efficiency of 
. — NO. 49 
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the troops, many disadvantages were to be encoun- 
tered 

“ These have all been surmounted by tlie troops them- 
selves, and Uio enemy has been taught, that whatever 
advantages of position of numbers he may employ, Uiere 
IS inherent in the British officer and soldier, n brat erj 
t}iai inoTvs not bow to yic)d, that no rircanwtanoos can 
appal, and that AVill insure victory, whtn it is to bo ob- 
tained by Uie exertion of any human means 

** The Lieutenant general has the greatest satisfaction 
in distmguisbuig such meritorious services ns come 
within his observation, or have been brought to his 
knowledge 

** Hu acknowledgments arc m a manner p'lrticulorl} 
due to Major general Ijord William BcnUnck nml the 
brigade under his command, consisting of the 40i, 45fld, 
and 00th regiments, and whioli sustained the weight of 
the attack. 

** Major-general Maonioglmin, vmIIi liis brigade, con- 
sisting of tlie Jlojnls, iIjo2CUi, ami 8Ist regiment, nnd 
Mojor-gcncnl Warde, with tlic brigade of Guards, will 
also be pleased to accept his best Uianks for llicir steady 
and gallant conduct during the action. 

** To Mojor-gcncral Paget, who, by a judicious moie- 
mcnl of the rcs*nc, circcttioH} contnhuted to check the 
progress of the enemy on the right, and to (he tirsi 
haUahoai of the 02ud and il'iUi regiments, ahtch were 
tliercbj engaged, the greatest pnuso is justly due 

'I'bat jmrt of M-vor-gcneral I,^itli's brigade whu-ti 
were eugngeil, consisting oftlieOOth regiment, tinder th* 
conduct of the Mojor genera!, also claims roarked op 
probation 

•* llie enemy aol boMng rrnderrd tbe attack on the 
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Icll a serious one, did not aflbrd to the troops stationed 
in that quarter, the opportunity of displaying; that gallan* 
try 'vvliich must have made him repent tlic attempt. The 
jnequets and advanced posts, liowcvcr, of the brigade, 
under Major-generals Hill and Leith, and Colonel Gatlin 
Crawford, conducted tlicmselvcs with determined reso- 
lution, and were ably supported by the ofliccrs command- 
ing the brigades, and by Uic troops of whicli they arc 
composed. 

“ It is peculiarly incumbent on tlic Lieutenant-general 
to notice the vigorous attack made by the 2d battalion of 
Uic 14th regiment, luidcr the command of Lieutenant- 
colonel Nicholl, which drove the enemy out of the village 
on the loft, of which he liad for a moment possessed 
himself. 

" The exertions of Lieutenant-colonel Murray, 
Quarter-mastcr-gencral, and tlic oUier officers of the 
General Staff, during the action, were unremitted, and 
deserve every degree of approbation. 

“ The illness of Brigadier-general Clinton, Adjutant- 
general, unfortunately deprived the army of tlio benefit of 
his services. 

“ The Lieutenant-general hopes the loss in point, of 
numbers is not so considerable as might have been ex- 
pected. He laments, however, tlie fall of tlie gallant 
soldiers and valuable officers who have suffered. 

“ He knows that it is impossible, in any language he 
can use, to enlumce tlie esteem, or diminish tlie regret, 
that the army feel's in common witli him for its late com- 
mander. His career has been unfortunately too limited 
for his country, but has been sufficient for his own fame 
Beloved by the Army, honoured by his Sovei’eign, and 
respected by Iiif country, he has terminated a life devote’^ 
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Ele^nt Tribute to the Memory of Sir John Moore. 

toi lier service by a glorious dcalb, leaving bis name as a 
mctaorial, on example, and an incitement to lliose who 
ebaU follow him in the path of honour ; and it is from his 
•country alone, that his memory can receive the tribute 
which is its due." 

Tlje folloiWng elegant tribute of the illustrious Com- 
toander-in-chief, to Die memoiy of Sir John Moore, by liis 
general orders of the first of February, is truly deserving 
of record. 


genehal orders. 

*’ Tlic benefits derived to our army from tlie example 
of a distinguislicd commander, do not terminate at his 
death : his virtues live in the recollection orbisossoclntcs, 
and his fame remains the strongest incentive to great and 
glorious actions. 

Jn this licw, the Commandcr-in'chicf, amidst the 
deep and'univcrsal regret which the death of Lieutenant- 
general Sir John Jloorc has occasioned, rccals to the 
troops llic military career of that illustrious oflicer for 
their instruction and imitation. 

*' Sir John Moore, from his joulh, embraced Uic pro* 
fesMon uilh the feelings and sentiments of a soldier; he 
felt, that a perfect knov.lcdgc, and an exact pctfonnince 
of Uic Iminble but important duties of a subaltern oilifcr, 
arc the l)est foundations for subsequent military fame ; 
and bis ardent tuitid, while it looked forward to thone 
brilliant acbicicinenls for wliich it was funned, applied 
itstlf, vfitli energy and exemplary assiduity, to liie dulici 
of that station. 

” In the school of regimental duty, he olitained that 
eoirecl knowledge of hU prolrssion so essential to the 
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Military Character of Sir John Moore. 

proper direction of the gallant spirit o(‘ the soldier ; and 
he was enabled to establish a characteristic order and 
regularity of conduct, because the troops found in their 
leader a striking example of tlic discipline whicli he 
enforced on others. 

" Having risen to command, he signalized his name in 
tlie West Indies, in Holland, and in Egypt. The nn- 
rejnitting attention with which he devoted himself to the 
duties of every branch of his profession, obtained him the 
confidence of Sir Balph Abcrcromby, and he became the 
companion in arms of that illustrious ofiiccr, who fell at 
the head of his victorious troops, in an action which 
maintained our national superiority over the arms of 
France. 

“ Thus Sir John Moore at an early period obtained, 
with general approbation, that conspicuous station, in 
which he gloriously tci'minatcd his useful and honourable 
life. 

“ In a military character, obtained amidst the dangers 
of climate, the privations incident to service, and the 
sufferings of repeated wounds, it is diflicult to select any 
one point as a preferable subject for praise : it exhibits, 
however, one feature so particularly characteristic of the 
man, and so important to the best interests of the service, 
that the commander-in-chief is pleased to marl' it with 
his peculiar approbation. 

“ The life of Sir John Moore was spent among the , 
troops. ; 

“ During the season of repose, his time was devoted 
to the care and instruction of the officer and soldier ; in 
war, he courted service in every quarter of tlie globe. 
Regardless of personal considerations, he esteemed that 
to which his country called him, the post of honour, and 
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A MonumcDt erected to the memory of Sir John Moore, 
by his undaunied spirit, and ouconqiierabio perseverance, 
he pointed the way to -victory. • 

“ His country, the object of bis latest solicitude, will 
rear a monument to his lamented memory; and the com* 
mander*m*chief feels he Is paying^ tlie best tribute to Ins 
famo by thus holding him forth os an example to the 
army. 

*' By order of his royal highness the conunandcr-in* 
chief, 

« HARRY G^VLVERT. 

" Horse Guards, Feb. 1, 1800.” 

The campaign in Uie Peninsula, Uiough it did not 
altogether accomplish its object, was honourable (o Sir 
John Moore, his colleagues, ond the British arms; for 
the battle of Corunna will form a hnlHant era in tlic 
annals of British history. 'Hio memory of Sir John 
Moore will ever ho held in due veneration ; und llie 
heroes who accompanied him, either in life or In death, 
may \io with those of Maratlion, Tljcrmopyliv, or 
hlantinca, for tlic palm of wclbcamcd and unfading 
glorj-. 

His body was first inclosed in n tomb on Uie nunpart 
of tlic citadel of Corunna; but tlie Marquis Ho la 
Roinana, grateful for his services, and proud of his name, 
reared a monument to fits memory, after having removed 
Uic remains of Uto Uincntcd hero, from tlic obscure place 
in which it had been deposited, to n more conspicuous 
situation. 

*1110 following inscription was placed on the monument: 

[On one Jirfr,] 

‘•A U\ GI/)RIA nzu GIiynnAC INGLi:S 
JIOORE. Y SUS VAUnNTn.S COMPATUI- 
OTAS, lA. ESPANA AGRADECIDA.” 
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Ronnpartc** Adilrcs* to the Legislative Hotly, 
[(ranslalcd] 

*' I'o llic glory of Hie English Gonernl ^lOOEE, and 
his valiant Countrynu'n, the gratitude of Spain.” 

[0;i the other side.'} 

“ MEMOKIA BEL BIA IG BE ENEIIO, 1800.’* 

[translated] 

“ Memory of the Action of the 16th of January, 1809." 

On the 8lli of February, 1809, a subscription was 
opened in Glasgow, for creeling a monument to the 
memory of the late General Sir John Moore, K. 11. 
when 1500/. was immcdialoly subscribed for that pur- 
pose; and next day being a national fast, lii.s fellow* 
citizens attended divine service in mourning. 




CIlAPTEn V. 


Although the British arms had received a . serious 
check ; although one of its most brilliant and able com- 
manders -had been sacrificed to a seemingly hopeless 
cause ; the enemy gained no advantage, either in honour 
or territory. 

Bonaparte had threatened, in his address to the Legis- 
lative B6dY on the 25th of October, 1808, tliat “ in a few 
days he would put himself at the head of his armies, to 
crown, -mth God's assistance, in Madrid, the King of 
Spain, and t-o plant his eagles on the towers of Lisbon.” 
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Cotonatlon of Jotepb BoDa]utte 

He >Tas well ncqutuntcd witli the imbccilitj of llic un- 
Inppj Spanish imtion : lie h{id deprived u of its rigld/Ul 
kiu^, whom he Ind imprisoned » he had planted hin emis- 
saries to disorganize the couiitr}» to sow factions mnong 
its dismcinhcrcd councils, to doprccnle its power and 
rcsoiirees, and, under such impressions, to offtr a 
freedom which he never mlcndcd, but to phnt Ivrannv 
m Mndrid in tlic person of his brother Josipli 'fins, he 
considered, he nnghl easilj accomplish, and lhen.forc 
Joseph, towards the end orjanm?}* ISOO, niis crowned 
king of Spam and the Indies, having been previous!^ 
acknowledged and proclaimed in inanv of the pnncipvl 
lovvms throughout Uic coimlr), none hut the provinces 
of Arngon, Muren, Gromdc, and Andnlosn Invmg 
suflicicnt virtue tcf\ to contemn the deceit pul upon tlieiii, 
and to counteract the imposition of the rrench ruler. 
It was Ujus tint Xnpolcon suhstantnled tlic first pari of 
lus declaration To accomplish Uic rennining p \rl ho 
found to bo not so eosv , and verv scnoiis olMaclcs 
obtruded tlicniselvcs to friMrvtc his gigantic designs 
Tlic assistance of the Almighty Pi*posrr of events had 
hern compromised by this C<»lo>sus of vrarfvre, who, 
without opposition, was to plant his eagles on the lowers 
of Lisbon , hut the God of nnmes was not to he so 
bargained with, he had pcrmitlcil tins ••god npon 
rarth* to domineer over mankind, to answer fame 
uiscnil vble purjiose liut when this profinr agent (oot 
upon himself to omigale power equilK with the ^lovl 
Iliphesl, the \lmightv, in infinite mercy, to Jus mnVnng 
creatures, checked llic presumption of this modem 
Tvplurus, and raised a iiieriento of Jits orrnipolenee, 
winch, at no distint penotl, fhould fi'mi n mafert^f part 

of that medium to admmuttr the Pivinc vengeance, m 
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Atlvnntn|;p‘> oVinincii over ttio rrcncli l>y tlio Spni\it!i I’nlftolrt. 

hurlvtiij: from his blooil-stniucd throne, a demagogue of 
no ordinary notoriety. 

Tlio brave British army had hc'on compelled, by su- 
periority of numbers, and through rvant of jiromised 
assistance, their linemy’s .army still increasing, to retreat 
to their ships, or, as Bonajmrte ostentatiously asserted, 
“had been driven into the sea!'’ »Sir .bihn Moore, how- 
ever, had not rendered the campaign ijmlleclual ; Ids 
march had occasioned such a diversion in favour of (he 
patriotic S])aiuards, that they were enabled to recruit 
.and rc-orgauv/.c the .annies of General J’.'ilafo.v, the 
Duke del Infantado, the Marquis del Ihdacio, and 
General Cucsla. lai Mancha, and pari of ICstramadura, 
which had been overrun by the I'rcnch. were relakcai by 
the hr.avc patriots ; vast numbers of towns in the south 
of Spain had been converted into depots for arms ; and 
the French, dislodged from their positions in Catalonia, 
were compelled to retreat to Figneras and Roras, the 
last of which places had fallen into their hands at the 
close of the year 1808. The heroic inliabitanis of Sara- 
gossa, the ancient Caesar Augusta, bravely held out with 
unabated ardour and patience; ainl the important for-' 
tress of Gerona, in Catalonia, exhibited equal fortitude. 

By pursuing tlio advantages he had obtained, no doubt 
can he entertained, however, but that Bonaparte, by 
pouring in fresh troops from France and from the whole 
continent of Europe, if necessary, would have effected 
the reduction of Lisbon, ns well as the coronation of his 
brother Joseph. But though “his pride was unabated; 
though his malice was unassuaged ; his devices were 
completely confounded.” His attention was importu- 
nately demanded by the vast military preparations and ' 
movements of the Austrian army. 

vor,. III.— No. 49. K 
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Jealousy betsreeD Aostna and Prance 


The Austrians, m common -with the rest of Turope, 
who had felt the galhng slmcUes of French slaverj, 
inflicted by a Corsican Despot, lery naturally deemed it 
expedient to make an effort to throw off the traminels of 
foreign servitude, and redeem, by a joint struggle, theif 
national independence hand in hand inth the Spaniards, 
supported by Great Bnlam, than, as they must inevitably 
have done singly “handed and alone, yield their necks to 
Uie y okc of Bonaparte, after the Spanish nation, though 
perhaps not finally or wholly subdued, should ha\o been 
dnven from all Uicir cities and strong bolds, and forced 
cillicr to subpit to the conquerors, or to take a tempo- 
rary refuge m tlicir mountainous fastnesses 

It had been long apparent to all the states of Europe, 
that considerable jealousy subsisted between Austria and 
France , and it liad been also generally unilcrslood, and 
seriously believed, if the dechntions of Uic French 
llicmscUes were deserving of credit, lint if the Prussians 
had been the conquerors at Uio battle of Jena, or that 
tlic allied amucs of Prussia and Russia bad been Mcton 
in Fncdland, the Austrians would Imc made un effort to 
cut off tlic retreat of tlie rnncli to iho left bank of llie 
Rhine, by rusliiug down from Rohcmia to arrest llicir 
progress , and m consequence of tins inclination to 
WaMw*, Tv Vwig NTii VjtVl btAwttn 

Champngnv, the Frim-h minister for foreign relations, 
and Count htcttcmick, the Auslntin ambassador at 
Peru 

Count MeUennek, ogrceabljr to Uic instniclions he 
liad received from Vimna, bad continued, to Uie rtry 
eve of the commencement of hostilities, to protest in 
very strong terms, that llie views of Austria were wholly 
pacific ; but to those who are conversant m tiv o.^clice* 
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Bonaparte's Anxiety to incline the Austrians to Peace 

- of courts and their diplomacy, this duplicity is easily 
rcconcilcahlc. 

Boiiaparlc, however, had more foresight than was 
agreeable to the views of the Austrians. “ Tlie vievt's ' 
of the Emperor Francis,” says he, “ may be, and pro- 
bably arc wholly pacific ; but there is a part}" of Jiot- 
hcaded young men in the Austrian territories, who arc 
employed, with unceasing industry, to foment animosity, 
hatred, and war against France. This spirit is nourished, 
not only by conversations in public places, but by the 
publication of newspapers in dificrent parts of the 
Austrian Emperor’s dominions, and some of them even 
at Vienna. It is my decided opinion,” adds he, “ that 
although both Francis II. and those most in his con- 
fidence may be averse from war wdtli France, yet if the 
movement given to public opinion and public spirit in the 
Austrian empire is not sincerely and vigorously clicckcd 
and repressed by some contrary movement and impulsion, 
the general voice of that misguided and abused country 
will, sooner or later, involve in its rapid current both the 
emperor and all his court, and precipitate tliem to inevi- 
table ruin. This salutary counteraction is to be effected 
only by a general disarming, and every encoux'agemcnt 
to the pursuit, not of arms, but all tlie good arts of 
peace. What is Austria afraid of, tliat she hath carried 
her war establishment to such a monsti’ous extent beyond 
what it used to be, or was at all necessary in time of 
peace 1 Let me call to your remembrance my former 
moderation, that it was no part of my politics to overtlirow 
or s^r^ally to humble the house of Austria. If the pre- 
sence of the ■ French troops in the garrisons of Silesia 
created any alarm, they should be wthdraxvn ; if Fronc»> 
encampments in any part of Germany gave uneasiness to 

If S • ■ 
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BiM)aparte*f Rctoro from Spam to Paris 

tlic Emperor Eitincis, they should be broken up and, 
indeed, b> the tenor of idi Bonaparte’s expressions, it 
jippears to base been •with an extraordinarj degree of 
earnestness and anxietj, that Bonaparte set himself to 
incUno Uie Austrian government to peace, 

Tlie Austrian mmistrj, however, willing to parr} off 
the circumspection, if possible, of Bonaparte, still pro- 
tested ** that tiieir disposition was cntirel} pacific, and 
urged, as nn cxplanalorj defence of Uieir vast nnhtary 
preparations, tlie formation of magazines, and the distri- 
bution of the Austrian troops, Hiat the miUtarj establish- 
ment of Ihcir neighbours, and of every counlrj of aii} 
wciglit in Europe, were augmenting in the same ratio, 
in proportion to tUcir means, and the extent of tcrnlorj 
to bo occupied and defended." These pacific professions 
were continued , but so were also her measurts of 
defiance and hostility. A secret conespondcucc wis noiv 
discovcrcdhctwcen Uio Spanish patriots ond the Archduke 
Charles tins induced Bonaparte to change his system 
ofuarfiire lie from Spmn to Paris on Oio 

22nd of Januarv, 1809, and hw Xmpena! guard, amount- 
ing to 15,180, marched to *om him ns soon ns possible. 


CUAPTEn VI 


Wt now turn to what was transacting m Oreat 
Britain, 'llio scwion of parliament vrat ojicned to 
Tuevday, January lOib, by the fullowng speech, mwl le 
W» Majesty’s name by the I/>rd tJhanceltor 
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AND WARS OF EUROPK. 

Spcccli of Ins Majesty to the Parliament, 

“ My Lords and Gentlemen, 

" We bavo it in command from liis lilnjcsly to state to 
you, that his Majesty lias called yon together, in perfect 
confulcncc that you are prepared cordially to support his 
Majesty in the prosecution of a war, which there is no 
hope of terminating safely and honourably, except through 
vigorous and persevering exertion. 

“ We are to acquaint you, that liis I\rajcsty has 
directed to be laid before you, copies of lljc proposals for 
opening a ncgociatioii, which were (ransmillcd to his 
Majesty from Erputh, and of the correspondence which 
Oicrcupon took jdacc with the government of Russia 
and of France ; together with the declaration issued by 
his Majesty’s command on the termination of that cor- 
respondence. 

“ His jMajesty is persuaded, that you will participate 
in llic feelings which were expressed by liis Majesty, 
when it was required, that liis Majesty should consent to 
commence the negotiation by abandoning the cause of 
Spain, which he had so recently and solemnly espoused, 

“We are commanded to inform you, that his Majesty 
continues to receive from the Spanish govcniment the 
strongest assurances of their determined perseverance in 
the cause of the legislative monarchy, and of the national 
independence of Spain ; and to assure you, that so long 
as the people of Spain shall remain true to themselves, 
his Majesty will continue to them his most strenuous 
assistance and support. 

“ His Majesty has renewed to the Spanish nation, in 
tlie moment of its difficulties and reverses, the engage- 
ments which he voluntarily contracted at the outset of 
its struggle against the usurpation and tyranny of France; 
end we are commaiidcci to acquaint you, that these 
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A&dreit to t&e Ileace of Co)CJQoa«^ 

cngagemenls have been reduced into the fonn of a treaty 
of alliance ; which treaty, as soon as the ratifications shall 
have been exchanged, his Majesty will cause to be laid 
before you. 

His Majesty commands us to state to jou, that 
while his Majesty contemplated witlt the liveliest satis > 
faction the achievements of his forces in the commence- 
ment of tlic campaign in Portugal, and tlic dcUvcmncc of 
tlie kingdom of his ally from tlie presence and oppressions 
of the French army, bis Majesty most deeply regretted 
the termination of that campaign by an armistice and 
convention, of some of Uic articles of wln'ch his Majesty 
bas felt himself obliged formally to declare Ids disappro- 
bation. 

** We nre to express to you his Majesty’s reliance on 
your disposition, to enable his Majesty to confmno the 
aid aflbrded by his Jifajesty to the King of Sweden, 
'riiat monarch derives a particular claim to bis Majesty’s 
support In llm present exigency of his affairs, from having 
concurred willi his ^lajcsty in the propriety of rejecting 
vuij proposal for ncgociation, to which U>o government of 
Spain was not to be admitted ns n party. 

“ Gentlemen of the House of Commons, 

“ Wc arc comniDTided by his Majesty to inform yo»i, 
tliathchos directed the estimates of the current year to 
be laid before you. His JIiijoMly rches upon your real 
and afTcclion, to make such furtlicr pro'i^ioni of juipply 
Bs tlie vigorous prosrention of the vrar may render 
necessary; and he tnjvts tlmt you may he rnablrd to 
find the means of providing stich Mipply, with*'Ut any 
great or Immediate incrensr of the existing burdens upon 
lis people, 

** Hrt Majesty feeU assured it will be highlv nrsesvafy 
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Antin!\clvcrfion« on iho CoiuJiirl of the Ministcrfl. 

to you to loom llmt, iiolwitlisUuicling the iiicosures 
rcsovlccl to by the enemy for the ])urposc of deslroy- 
ing the commerce and resources of his kingdom, tlic 
public revenue has continued in a course of progix'ssivc 
improvemenl. 

“ I\Iy Lords and Gentlemen, 

“ Wc arc directed to infonn j'ojj, that the measure 
adopted by parliament in the last session, for establishing 
a local militia, has been already attended with the happiest 
success, and promises to be extensively utuI pcnnancntly 
beneficial to the countn*. 

■f * 

*' We have received bis blajcsty’s commands most 
especially to recommend to yon, that did}' weighing the 
immense interests which arc at stake in the war now 
carrying on, you should proceed, with as little delay as 
possible, to consider of tlic most e/Tcctual measm-cs for 
the augmentation of the regular army, in order that liis 
Majesty may be better enabled, without impairing the 
means of defence at home, to avail himself of the militaiy 
power of his dominions, in the great contest in which he 
is engaged j and to conduct that contest, under the 
blessing of Dmnc Providence, to a conclusion com- 
patible with the honour of his Majesty’s crorni, and uith 
the interest of his Allies, of Europe, and of the World.” 

On the motion in the house of Lords, by the Earl of 
Bridgewater, seconded by Lord Sheffield, for an address 
of thanks to his Majesty, various animadversions on the 
conduct of ministers took place, imputing the whole 
failure of the expedition to their incapacity \ but, as 
in all such debates, assertion was endeavoured to be 
overruled by opposition; faults were implied, but no 
specific remedy seemed to be suggested ; all appeared 
to be wrong, but none were willing to put right; 
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thus censure ha\ing been \ery liberdUy dispensed, the 
proposed reproach was exploded by the majority for a 
vote of address. 

In the House of Commons, in reply (o remarVs of 
5C\eral members of the opposition, Ijord Castlcreagh 
concluded a > cry animated speech ns follows : — 

"There were some persons who appeared to tliink, 
that an army once landed could act os speedily ns a siiip 
when it has left the porL Tnic diflercnrc, howcNcr, was 
very great : the ship had noUiing to do bat to go with 
the wind, and meet tlio enemy; whereas an nrmj, wlicn 
landed, had much difficulty in collecting proiisions, and 
tie means of transporting their necessary baggage, K 
dc present ndminlstration wore, llowc^e^, to lia\c waited 
tdl every thing was ready for tlic reception of our armies, 
Uiey must li£i\o stood as still os the last >igorous mlininls- 
tration, who actually did hothmg while m office. He 
would \cnture to say, from tlio melancholy experience of 
the fate of General Plakc's army, that if a Briliili nnny 
had landed nt St. Andcro, and seminhied ns fur as 
General Bioko ad\nnced, none of them would ocr have 
come back. Ho was convinced, that there was not a 
single military man, who would support Uie idea of a 
cuinpnign in Iho PyTcnecs for o British army. 

'* T.1ie right honourable gentleman (Mr, Ponsonby) bad 
slated, tli.vl the expedition which Iiad achieved the do 
liTcmncc of Portugal, had been sent to sea to seek iU 
fortunes, without any pnrticulir direction from govern* 
rnenU Tlie fact, however, was directly the rermc; 
hecausr, most iinquritionahly, the expcdiliun under Su 
Artimr Wellesley di«l sad with a most precise and deter* 
tninato object. It liad been ordered to go immediateU to 
tSe Tugus, without stopping at Corunna. Tbis dtri^tlcv 
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■^'as given in donscquettce oF precise information from Sir 
Charles Cotton, (wliich^ however, aftenvards turned out 
to be confoundedi) that tliere were no more than 5000 
French troops in Lisbon, and the other forts upon the 
Tagus, and that Sir Arthur Wellesleys expedition 
would be sufficient to dislodge tliem. The expedition 
then had been sent out with precise instructions ; but 
it tvould hardly be contended, that government should 
have tied up the hands and the discretion of such a 
tiiferitorious officer as Sir Arthur Wellesley so completely 
as to sa}^, that he must on no occasion take advantage ot 
any favourable circumstances, which might occur in the 
varying and fleeting fortune of the war, witliout waiting 
until he had made a direct communication to goverhhjeht 
on the the subject, and had received their answer. It 
appeared to him, that floating armies, under the command 
of trusWorthy officers, might be Of great service, even 
when acting according to the circumstances of the timeS, 
wthout any particular directions from government ; arid 
he was confident, that in this manner the Corps of General 
Spencer had been of considerable Service in marching 
from Seville to Ayamonte, and stopping a portion ol 
Junot’s army that wris coming to the relief of Dupont.' 

As to the attacks which had been made upon him, 
for not having sent sufficient cavalry with tlie expedition, 
he was ready to strengthen the right honourable gentle- 
man’s argument, and to admit; that it was only by acci- 
dent that any cavalry at all had been attached to it. It 
was riot supposed that cavalry Wlas a proper description 
of force to send With those {ioatinjg expeditions,- which 
might be a long time at sea before they found a- favour- 
able Opportunity -for landing. Sovrie of the cavalry; how- 
ever, which v/ere in Portugal, had Imppened to’ comb 
VOL. III. — NO. 50. L 
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Votet of ThanVs to Sir Arthor W«He»Jey and other Generali 
from Mediterranean He should altrays protest 
agaipst the notion, that ve were never to engage an 
enemy, unless wc were equal or supenor to b»m m 
ca\alrj. He would ask tlic house. Would they wish to 
hlot out from the page of our history those bnihant 
Mctones, which wo had gamed when much mfenor in 
cavalry ’ At the glonous battle of Alcxandna, Sir 
Ralph Abcicrombic had but 150 dragoons, and tlie 
French had 2400 ca\alry , and at the battle of Maida, 
Sir John Stuart had no cavalry at all In the expedition 
to Portugal, tlic goverument had made sufficient pro- 
vision of cavalry Oar army would have been superior 
to the enemy m this respect, if the cavalry which was 
in Munda’s Bay on the 20th (the day before Ujc battle) 
had landed. The I8th dragoons were also very near. 
He would allow, however, that if Sir Arthur Wellesley 
liad had the cavalry on that day, upon which he routed 
tlic French, Uio result of tliat victory would have been 
itill more glonous ’ 

Vanous oilier strictures were mule m the course of 
the debate , but Uic question being put, the motion was 
earned, and a committee appoiutcd to prepare llie 
address , and votes of thinks jlo Sir Arthur Welleslpy 
were passed on the 25th of January, ISO*), m both 
houses, which also passed votes of ihanVs to Grnrrals 
Sppnecr, IIiII, Ferguson, Ackhitd, Xightmgale, Futie, 
and Bowes, and the officers under their conunand, and 
a resolution, expressive of the opprohatjon of parliament 
of the nan<omimvvionrd offieen and privates at the 
battle of \'timera, which I»rd Castlrrragh divitnguivlird 
by the name cf ** immortal" 

On the laae day, fn ifie ITouir of Ivords, Use Hart o| 
C^vcrpool moved the thanks of Utc house fnr Ue defeat 
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Spccclics of the Earl of Moira and Lord ErBkinc. 

before Corunna. The carl paid a high eulogium to the 
memory of the departed general ; “ whose life,” he said, 
“ had been devoted to the service of his country ; for 
there was scarcely any action of importance, during tlie 
two last wars, in which he had not participated.” After 
some' observations on the difficulties encountered in the 
retreat, and the battle in which it terminated, and stating, 
that in wording the motion, tlie precedent of Eg3’|it, in 
which tlie gallant Abercrombie fell, had been followed, 
his Lordship moved, ‘‘ tlie tlianks of the house to Lieu- 
tenant-general Sir David Baird, second in command of 
tlie army in Spain ; Lieutenant-general tlie Honourable 
John Hope, who took the command on Sir John Moore’s 
receiving the wound, which terminated in his much- 
lamented deatli, and to the other officers employed.” 

. All tlie 'lords , who spoke on this occasion concurred 
heartily in this motion, bestowed the highest praise on 
the character and conduct of Sir John Moore, and deep- 
ly deplored his loss to the country. 

But the Earl of Moira, in giving his concurrence, 
could not avoid asking ministers, “ how it had happened 
that so heavy.and lamentable a loss as that of Sir John 
Moore, and so great a proportion of his .army, had been 
sustained, without any one object having been obtained 
except the embarkation of the army ? British blood and ■ 
treasure, and the invaluable lives of British - officers and 
soldiers had been sacrificed to no purpose. To what 
but the ignorance and incapacity of ministers ' were all 
these calamities to be attributed 

Lord Erskine too, “ who felt as much for the fame of 
the immortal officer deceased as any of tlieir' lordships 
could possibly feel, (from peculiar or personal circum- 
stances which he detailed'' could not refrain from express- 

T- 2 
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ing Ins rndj^nation at such men, and that such -resources 
as ours should have been utterly tlirown away and lost 
by the total incapacity of tliose who bad mis-directed 
Uicir efforts.” 

LiOfd Grenville observed, tliat ** they were called upon 
to vote llinnks for n success followed by a retreat Tlie 
success belonged to the army and its commander ; the 
retreat to those who sent them, and placed them in such 
a situation, that a safe retreat was ll\e only thing that 
could ho looked for. Ministers, for the folly of such 
conduct must answer to their country.” 

Such were the modes of reproach, used, because, hy 
mere unpropitious dtcurastanccs, a wclUudtnded project 
had failed I Well might the Earl of Westmoreland, in 
reply, refer to the expeditions to Alcxnndrio, to Constan- 
tinopio, and to South America; and express his surprise, 
tlmt ** the noble lords opposite did not at tliose periods 
stale, that all the blame of unfavourable military events 
was to be attributed — to ministers.” 

Tlio motion was agreed to ncm. dhs. so also was a 
motion acknowledging and approving the services of the 
non-commissioned oRIceT* and soldiers ; n motion of 
thanks to Itear-admiral Dc Courcy, and Sir' Samuel 
Hood, and the oilier ofiicers, for tlieir assistance ; and 
anoUicr acknowledging and approving the service* of the 
seamen and marines on lliat occasion. 

In the course of the same night, Txird Ciistlercagh, to 
his tiflicial capacity as mmislcr nt war, expressed his 
sorrow at the Io<s of one of the aide st of one grneraU, 
possessing, in an rminrnl degree, every vnlunhle quality 
that can dignify the man, mid enhance the superiority of 
llir soldier; at once in the prime of life, and tlie prime 
of iirofcsriocal desert; giving, in the evidenee of his 
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Mr. Ponsonby’s Motion in the House of Commons. 

past life, the best assurance of 'what might be expe'eted 
from his zeal', intrepidity, and talents.” He concluded 
with the 'following -motion : “■ That an humble address be 
presented to liis Majesty, requesting that a monument be 
erected- in -the cathedral of St. Paul, to the memory of 
the late iLiieu tenant-general Sir John Moore, Knight of 
the Batli ; whb, after an honourable' and meritorious life, 
fell' by a cannon-ball, in tlie action near -Corunna', on the 
16th of January, 1809, after having, by his judicious 
dispositions, skill, and gallantry, repulsed an enemy of 
■superior force, and secured to the troops" under his com- 
mand a safe and' unmolested embarkation.” 

The next business which attracted the attention of 
parliament, was Lord Henry Petty’s motion, in the 
House of Commons, “ for a resolution declaring, 1st, 
That the convention of Cintra, and a maritime convention, 
concluded, nearly at the' same time, off tlie Tagus, Had 
disappointed the hopes and expectations of the country ; 
and 2ndly, That in the opinion of the' House of Commons, 
those conventions hadj in a great measure, arisen from 
tlie misconduct and neglect of his Majesty’s ministers.” 
This motion was • lost by a majority of 50 in favour of 
the ministry: 

But on the 24th of February, the subject' of the cam- 
paignin' Spain, wliich had been incidentally the object of 
remark in the House’ of Commons, was formally brought 
under the consideration of the house, as' a motion by^the 
Right Honourable George Ponsonby, “ That' it is in- 
dispensibly necessary that this House should enquire into 
the causes, conduct j and events" of ‘the Ikte campaign in 
Spain.” 

It is not intended in this’ work to enter into the com- 
parative meritl5 of the speakers on parliamentary questions. 
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neither our limits nor our inclination alloTr us to enter 
minutely into their talents or the turn of their orations, 
more especially ^lien there arc >olunies compiled, ’whence 
parliamcntarj debates may be amply collected ; yet we 
should not, in justice to tlic tasV. vro ha^e undertaken, 
omit such points ns more c>adently bear upon circum- 
stances connected with our work, Ihcreforo wc shall, 
witliout hciilalion, state, tint Ixinl Castlercagh con- 
tended against Mr. Ponsonby’s occusatno arguments, 
as foUou s 

Ills Lordship ohsened, tlial ** tl*e only reason tliol 
liad been alleged for the enquiry were reducible to the 
ignorance of tlie right honoumhle roo\ er. And he did 
not think that lliat was, or had c\cr hccu, pretended to 
be a proper parliamentary ground for enquiry. As he 
could not bend to the cogency of tins reason, he cer- 
tainly should oppose Uic motion, though, at the same 
time, he declared, Uiat had there been Uie slightest prima 
facte eiidcncc to support it, he Mould Inic fully con- 
curred m it. If the result of the campaign in Spain Imd 
not been as glorious as Ind been so earnestly nnd justly 
expected, whetlicr owing to tfic imperfect stale of 
duxiphrc of the Spanish armies, or to llie want of sufTi- 
cicnt time to complete that discipline, still, he contended, 
that Uicrc was noyrrimo facte ground for imputing tlic 
blame* of Uial failure to hw Majesty's ministers, Ilie 
Bntisli army was iatendetl only to act os an auxiliary 
force m aid of tlie Spanish armies; and sorely the 
llntidi gotermneni was not to lie blametl because the 
Spanish forces, unhappily, had not been able to hold out 
iHl the amial of the loililary succours tint were sent 
eat to assistance from ihw country. 

*• It hid Wea said, by Mr, Poa.senhy, that goTcrn- 
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Lord Castlcreagh’s Speech. 

ment ought to have united to colleet full information how 
far the spirit of liberty in the Spaniards went to the 
amelioration of their condition; hoAV far the national 
feeling and public spirit of Spain were such as to justify 
ministers in hazarding a British military force in aid of 
its cause. How the honourable mover could reconcile 
this with his former admonition to “ speed and celerity," 
it was not within tlic compass of his intellectual powers 
to discover. 

“ As to the selection of characters proper for reporting 
to government the real state and spirit of Spain, would 
it have been rational for ministers to listen to any man’s 
opinion on that point before the formation of the central 
junto, which alone could decide on the views of Spain ? 
And were tliey to leave Spain and Portugal to their 
destinies, till that event should have taken place 'i The 
only rational question was. Whether it could be hoped 
that Spain, with our assistance, would be enabled to 
stand against France T Spain had made an energetic 
effort. She had borne up against the military power of 
France with more vigour,' more constancy, and better 
. success, than those powers which had been supported by 
formidable regular armies. There had been many cii- 
. cumstances in the ca-se of Spain to inspire a confident 
hope of its success. It was known that the popular 
rising was the simultaneous effort of tlie whole country. 
All the provinces had risen, he believed, within the space 
of five or six days. In the course of a very few montlis, 
they had collected an army in Andalusia, and obtained a 
most decided victoiy over the French under Dupont, 
at' the memorable battle of Baylen, in which the Spanish 
army was little superior in number to the enemy.* Hio 
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SpaniDrda xvere so confident of Uictr o^n strengUi, tliaV 
when General Spencer applied to them, to know whetbet 
bcsbonUlcomc to their assistance, tbcj recommended his 
marchinj to the relief of Portngnk Saragossa, also, ns 
well as Andalasia, presetUtd a picture of encouragement. 
Nor had Leon been deficient; for at the battle of Hio 
Scco, the enemy bad, by no means, the mUantago tlicy 
boasted of, Tlic Spaniards bod, m fact, oblalned decided 
advantages, and would have effectually defeated the 
encnij, if they bad had the benefit of cavalry to follow up 
their successes. Wlmt the Spanisli nrmj might have 
been CTpcctcd to have done, if the) bad bad siiniciriit 
cavolr) , could be casd) inferred from wlnl tbcj bad done* 
when, in the course of six months, it succeeded m driving 
100,000 men from Uic provinces tJicy bad occupied, and 
coofined them to llie lefl bank of the Ebro. 

** Wjtli respect to tJic nature of the eo*opcration ib.it 
was adopted bj bis Ufajesly’s ministers, and tlic question, 
\VheUier it ^as the best tint could be resorted to under 
all Uic circumstances of tlm caset" be obsertrd, tint 
*' there were Ino extreme opinions *on Uie subject, nnd ft 
middle one. It was Uiis intermediate opmioii that had 
becu adopted b) his Jlajestj’s ministers. One of the two 
other opinions was, lint if Spam was really nnimated by 
the spml of tnic patriotism, she bad the elements of her 
own aaiintiou vviUun herself, and did not vrnnl Itntisb 
soldiers to fij;bi her battles; tint our ccMipernlion needed 
not to go any farther than supplies of money, arms, 
clothing, amtminUion, and wlntever oUisr neeessariti 
might be wnnltng. 'rhnn this epioion, be thooghl, 
notJvng could be more on»t»r. Kolliing rouhl hflTB 
leaded njore effectiuUy to eonfim t3*a! rrprpaeh wbkh 
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had been dealt out by the enemy against us, than that 
we should not, in tliis instance, have taken ah active part 
ourselves. 

“ The otliei* extreme was, that tliere was ho medium 
between a great effort, and the greatest of which we 
were capable ; and that hot a soldier should be kept at 
home. Without taking any notice of the Effects that 
such a measure might produce at home, if our utmost 
efforts shohld be’ attended wdth disaster, the thing would 
be in itself impracticable. There was a limit beyond 
which ministers could not go. In short, they must ne- 
cessarily keep witliin the limits of the national credit, and 
it was unnecessaiy to say any tiling riiore in answer to 
this second extreme opinion, than tliat it ivas impossible 
to act upon it. 

“ Tlie only question then was, Wliere the effort made 
by his Majesty’s ministers was sufficierit ? And this 
would be but judged of by considering it in a threefold 
relation ; first, as to its extent ; secondly, as to it's course ; 
and thirdly, as to its ability. 

“ With regard to its extent, when information had 
been first received by his Majesty’s ministers, that a 
supply of British troops was wished for, to act ih concert 
with the native armies of Spain, there were sent, exclu- 
sive of the 10,000 men under the Marquis Romarta, 
liberated in the North of Europe, no less a force than 
45,000 or 50,000 men, nearly 50,000 rank and file into 
the Peninsula. Besides this' army, government had 
issued orders that the forces in the Mediterranean should 
send oiit detachments to act in Catalonia ; though sub- 
sequent circumstances interposed to pifevent those tfotips 
to be detached, from rendering that service which it 
tlien intended to employ them in. 
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“ The next qucslvon for the house to consider would 
be. If ministers gave the army of nearly 50,000 men a 
proper direction I lie assured Hr. Ponsonby he was 
not now going to the Pyrenees. He coxdd conceive a 
man of common sense going to St. Andcro, but he could 
not conceive a man of sound sense going to the Pyrenees. 
Tlvc port of St. Andcro might have been thought prefer- 
able to Corunna ; but that port was extremely small, 
and in what situation would an army llicro have been in, 
wiUi 40,000 or 50,000 French in tlie neighbourhood of 
Vittoria, and that army but half equipped, and all the 
transports going away t 

Ho was not going, with 3Ur. Ponsonby, to tlic Pjto- 
nces, b\;l merely to tlie question he had put, as to what 
could have detained the British army so long, during the 
interval previous to tlio 27th of October, tlie first of 
which lliey made llicir first movement from Portugal to 
Sprdn. lie had, at an early period of Uic campaign in 
Portugal, directed that a communication sliould ho opened 
with the Spanish generals, on the subject of the co-opera- 
tion of the British army in Spain. A letter had been 
accordingly sent to General Ciistanos, on tliat subject ; 
hut it did not reach him till after the conclusion of llie 
convention of Cintra. On tlie 25lli of Scplcrahcr, orders 
had been sent to Sir Hugh Dalrj-mple to move forward 
wi\h bis army towards the North of Spain ; and on liic 
same day Sir David B.\ml received orders to embark for 
Firrol or Corunna. It was not, however, till the 20th 
of September, that the first letter from Ijord William 
Bentinck, (who bad been sent to attend the supreme 
ccnlnil junta) was written, containing the answers of ll»o 
junta to certain questions which he had been directed l« 
lubmil to litem, as well relating to the entrance of tho 
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British army into Spain, as to tlie manner in •which it 
should be employed there. The answers were, tliat the 
fate of Spain depended on the early co-operation of a 
British force ; and that they wished our forces to be 
concentrated as one British army. And General Casta- 
nos received orders to confer with Lord William Ben- 
tinck, as to the best mode of carrying those wishes into 
effect. It was proposed, that the army in Portugal 
should make for Burgos, by the route of Salamanca, and 
Sir Da-rid Baird disembark his troops at Corunna. This 
intelligence was received at Lisbon on the 8th of Oc- 
tober, 

“ While the question respecting the operation of tho. 
British forces in Spain was pendmg at Madrid, the very 
same question was pending in London, and the very 
same decision was agreed to at the same time. The 
Marquis of Romana’s opinion on this subject was in 
writing, and ready to be laid upon the table of tlie 
house. 

“ With regard to the troops not being immediately 
permitted to land, he would only say, that from a prior 
and distant application made to his Majesty’s government, 
for British troops, on the part of the juntas of Gallicia 
and Asturias, ministers had a right to expect that no 
obstacle would be thrown in the way of any troops they 
might afterwards send. The juntas of Gallicia, and on 
the frontiers of Leon, were apprised of the expeditions 
then going out, and letters to different English officers 
from our government, requiring them “to try every 
method to secure the troops accommodations on their 
landing;” and necessaries for their continuing their 
march were laid before the respective juntas. He was 
very sorry to say, that the juntas had neglected to act 
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according to tiio^e communications, He did not fo 
censure, or complaui of their conduct , but such ^ras 
the fact. Mr. Poiisonby had experienced surprise, that 
the movements of the Bnlishanuy had heen so slow, and 
tliose of tlie French comparatively so rapid. But* there 
was a difference between an prmy fully equipped, and 
one not equipped , between an army that would seize 
every thing on its way that could facilitate its march, 
whether provisions or carnages, and an army that could 
not have any guch resources. Tliough tlie Spanish armies 
under Blake and Bomana, and (liat of Kstrcmadiira, had, 
before tlie amval of Sir John Moore at Salamanca, 
suffered severe reverses, still this was not a fair test of 
tlie general spirit of the people. They had at tint 
period the most diQicuU task imposed upon tlicmr that 
could devolve to tlic nation m such circumstances Tlicy 
were at tlic same time to make head against a powerful 
cnem), and to make a government. After Uic march of 
tlic army from Salamanca, Uie only object was to draw 
off the forces of the enemy from pushing lus conquests 
to the souUi And surely never was o diversion more 
completely effected.” 

Lord Casilcreagh ridiculed tbo notion of our milifaiy' 
character being lost in consequence of the late reverses, 
and asked *• if tlic disgraces of Vimicra nnd Corunna 
were to be blotted IVora Uic memories of Fnghslimcn X 
If gentlemen were anxious for enquiry, they might go 
into n committee that would occupy them tlirtc months. 
Nothing, however, could he n greater mislnke, than lh« 
BuppositioD. tint those who called for enquiry meant tlial 
they u anted information. He left it with confidence to 
the Iiousc to saj, whether any case had hcen made out to 
luslify the motion of the nght honourable gentleman , 
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and where no case was made out, no enquiry could be 
called for.” 

Tlie house agreed with his lordsliip, the question was 
loudly called for, a division took place, when there ap- 
peared for Mr. Ponsonby’s motion 127, against it 220 ; 
so that the ministry had a majority of 93 in their favour. 

“ Of all the officers of tlie crown, a minister of state in 
England is certainly the least to be envied. He is not 
only dependant on the will of his prince, but is likewise 
accountable for every branch of his a^inistration to the 
people. He can, it is true, confer benefits ; but ho 
cannot, like a minister under an absolute monarch, resent 
injuries. He must not only bear to have his best designs 
ascribed to the worst motives, but likewise others im- 
puted to him, which he never once thought of. His 
doors must be alwaj^s open to the noisy impudent pre- 
tender, as Avell as to the man of real worth. Though he 
has many creatures and dependants, yet he has few friends 
who have capacity to render him any substantial services ; 
and a weak man may do him as much mischief by his 
ill conduct, as a knave may do him by his perfidy. Nay, 
those who live in the greatest intimacy with him'will often 
betray him, either skulk to secret cabals of his enemies, 
or sufifer those over whom they cannot but have a strong 
influence, not only to act in open opposition to his mea- 
sures, but to treat his character mth the greatest inde- 
cency. He, therefore, to whom this important province 
is assigned, ought to have a mind stored with ideas, a 
vast genius, quickness of thought> and facility of expres- 
sion, and to be able to see through all the emotions of 
the soul at one glance. Equanimity of temper should 
also form a very material part of his composition, to 
parry off tlie shafts of ill-nature and flippant insult, aimed 
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at Mm by those who, too often, possess neither his cha- • 
racter nor Ms abiUties, 


CHAPTER VII. 


To furnish supplies to carry on the various warfares in 
which Great Britain was engaged, as well as to subsidize 
the powers that were in concert, parliament raised the 
vast sum of 47,588,024/. on account of England. 

Such considerable pecuniary assistance ga>c increased 
energy to her armies ; but Bonaparte, os obstinate as bo 
was violent, after the reduction of Madrid, in December 
1808, ho had sent a largo force to Talavcra del Reyna, 
witli the intention of reducing Cordova, Seville, Cadiz, 
and Lisbon. Oporto bad been seized, witliout resistance, 
by Marshal Souit, though garrisoned by n force three 
times his number. Marshal Ney, strongly reinforced by 
Kellennan, Mortier, and Bonncl nt the same time ghing 
Uicir assistance ot Lugo, made considerable progress in 
the provinces of Gallicia, Asturias, and Biscay. Fcrrol 
also, Corunna, Bilboa, St. Andcro, and all places of im* 
porlanco on the northern coast of Spain, soon were in 
tlic possession of Uio French army. It seems indeed to 
have been the sole intention of Bonaparte, during the 
latter end of this year, after having reduced Madrid and 
the fortresses on tlie frontier, to have subdued tlie whole 
peninsula, by sending a continual column of forces, ac- 
eortVmg to the force and natives of the provinces to lie 
conf^uered, so that be might have an easy possession of 
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the different territories, important towns, and all the 
fastnesses, great and small, throughout the coimtry. It 
appears, however, to have been Bonaparte’s wise prin- 
ciple, in all his measures, both political and military, 
never to carry on but one arduous design at the same 
time ; but to bear with his whole force on that object, 
which engaged his entire attention ; and wherever the 
main strengtli of his enemy lay, there to direct his most 
strenuous efforts ; so that if their strength were once 
broken, secondary objects -Avould necessarily be com- 
pelled to fall of course into his power. When, therefore, 
it became evident to Bonaparte that a war with Austi-ia 
was unavoidable, he suffered the campaign in Spain to 
assume a new form ; for, instead of pushing forward 
those detachments which had already advanced into the 
unsubdued provinces and districts, as he had first intended, 
he suffered the French forces to neglect that mode of 
warfare, and to malce it their principal care to concentrate 
themselves for their own security. The proposed march 
to Cadiz and Lisbon was suspended, and the French 
were in all parts observed to be making nearer approaches 
up the Tagus towards Madrid, skirting near the fortresses 
of Catalonia and Navarre, or concentrating their forces in 
the northern provinces of GalUcia, Asturias, and Biscay. 

The whole object of the French in Spain seemed to 
be, to retain a footing in Spain, by keeping open tlie 
communication between Madrid and Bayonne ; retaining 
];iiSsession of the capital, and the other principal towns in 
Hie Spanish interior, as well as the northern provinces, 
together with Navarre and Catalonia; and to complete 
the conquest of all tliat lay on the east side of the Ebro, 
by the reduction of Saragossa and the other fortified city 
of Geron^. These, collectively, appeared the sole objecte 
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Tyhich bounded the \news of Uic French m the Spanisli 
territories, from the commencement of 1800, till the 
decisive battle ofWa^ram, on the Danube, on the 5th of 
July, gave them further opportunities of mcrcasing their 
mischiefs and pursuing their invasion 

But tlie French -were not enabled to maintain the pos- 
'.cssions they' had obtained w secunty , for Ihej were in 
constant alarm from the hostilities of the Spanish patriots, 
isith alternate success^ assisted from the British ships of 
war, a hnc of which cKtended from Cape I'lnisferre to 
Garonne Seven! important places were retnhen m 
Asturias and Biscav, so that the cncmj were compelled 
to evacuate both Ferro! and Corunna at the doss of the 
month of June The capital of GaUicia, St Jngo dc 
Compostilh, fell into the hands of Uic patriots, whilst St. 
Vigo, girnsoncd by 14,000 French, surrendered to the 
Gallicians, who wore supported h) two Bnti«h frigates 
The French were dnven from the 1o^ms of Viana and 
Tuv , and, m a word, they evacuated tlic whole province 
of Gallicia 

Marshal Soult, having evacuated Oporto, with the 
corps under lus command, induced Mar»lnl Nej to do 
the same at Coninm and Fcrrol, and to proceed through 
I>con tow irds Madrid, which was tlircntcncd by the con- 
ctrted pTcp-vratious of the SpanimU and the Bntish, who 
had formed three armies to act in concert, mthcr tlnn 
111 conjunction with each other, m their proposed atlaeV 
upon the capild One of Uicsc armies was under the 
command of Gencnd Cuesta , the second was lid hy 
Gencnvl Venegas, and tlic tliml, which acted as ru 
auxiharj, was the Bntish army under Sir Arthur Wel- 
lesley, 

To oppose these, u French army, under Ctne/j) 
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Sebastiani, was stationed at La Mancha ; and another 
under Marshal Victor, Duke of Belluno, in New Castile, 
These divisions considered it prudent to advance nearer 
to each other, and towards the capital ; and tlierefore 
concentrated their force at ' a short distance towards the 
south-\vest of Toledo. Such- a position was well chosen, 
as from that station the French had it in their power, 
either to make head against the allies, to cut off their 
effective communication Avith each other, or in detail to 
attack them. 

The allied army consisted of what was called the cen- 
tral army, under Cuesta, (though all the three armies 
were at a considerable, and too great a distance from 
each other,) this part of the army took the position whence 
the French had recently retreated, in the neighbourhood 
of Talavera del Reyna. That of Venegas, which con- 
stituted the right Aving, was placed on the descent of the 
heights denominated the Mountains of .Toledo ; whilst 
the left wing, under Sir Arthur Wellesley, occupied a 
position north of the Tagus, in the neighbourhood oi 
Monte Claros. Under the immediate command of 
Cuesta were 38,000 men, of whom 12,000 were cavalry ; 
Venegas’s right wing consisted of 26,000 men ; whilst 
those under Sir Arthur Wellesley amounted to 30,000 
strong, making up an army of 94,000 effective men. 

It may be seen by this bare outline, wliat were ■ the 
principal links of the chain of events, which induced the 
hostile powers in Spain to measure their main strength 
with each other more easily than if the attention to tJiese 
principal links had been distracted by a vast number of 
intervening circumstances, and events of subordinate and 
inferior importance. 

Here let us pause, and take a retrospect view of the 
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occurrences most interesting m tliemselvca, and more 
immccuatclj and niatcriallj connected with the principnl 
movements of tins campaign. 

On the side of Portugal, General Beresford, who had 
been dignified with the rank and title of I’leld Marshal, 
was also appointed Generalissimo, and emplo^cd the 
honours he had attained, as well as the power Milli which 
he was endued, m organizing and disciplining a Portu 
gaesc army , which be accomplished with great activitv 
and success He adopted the laudable practice of 
occasionally issuing bulletins, not only for ilic information 
of tiie army which he was forming, but also for the uholc 
Portuguese nation ; bj which he communicated events as 
tliej occurred, whether they were favoui-ablc or otljcrwj«e, 
taking care, howcicr, to intersperse bis information with 
such hints, as fully cimccd the good cfilcts of order mitl 
discipline on one haml. and the fatal issue of insubordinn- 
Uon and confusion on Uio otlior 11c particularly re- 
marked among tlicsc, ns an iHiistrntiou* of his documents, 
tint Chaves, a frontier town of Portugal, m the province 
of Tra-los-^itonlcs, a most wnportiuit military station, and 
garrisoned, it was said, by 10,000 Prench, was besieged 
by a numerous force of Spanish patriots, under Iho com- 
mand of General Silvicra. nic citadel of Clinves sur- 
rendered by capitulation on the 20lh of March During 
this siege, the communication between tlic Prciich and 
the north of Portugal, was wholly obstructed by the 
palnols on the frontiers 

But misfortune seemed to pervade the ftfinirs of tlic 
Spanish armies, and yet the cliaracter of the war in the 
peninsula, at this period, was well exeinphCed 1^ tlie 
complete victory obtained by Victbr over (Jucsln, on the 
2Sth of March, at MedcUin; and the vast celerity with 
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which the latter had been enabled to re-assemble fend 
recruit his broken and dispersed army, st» as to be enabled 
again to make head against the enemy. On the above 
day, Cuesta found that the whole division under. General 
Victor, consisting of 20,000 infantry and 8000 cavalryj 
had been drawn up in front ef Medellin, on the Guadiana, 
in the province of Estremadura. A formidable front, in 
close columns, was presented by the French infantry to 
their opponents, for repelling the Allies, should they have 
deemed it necessary to risk an attack. The flanks of the 
infantry were covered by the cavalry, and six batterifes 
were raised in their front. 

General Cuesta did not hesitate to commence a rapid 
and general attack against ' the enemy, though so drawn 
up and defended ; and, notwithstanding the tremendous 
fire from the batteries in front of the enemy, tlie Spanisii 
infantry advanced with great steadiness and gallantry. 
The manoeuvres directed for the purpose of gaining pos- 
session' of those batteries, were executed with a prompti- 
tude, precision, and regularity, that would have done 
honour to the most veteran and experienced troops ; and 
to add all that was possible, to such heroic conduct, the 
Spanish infantry advanced within pistol-shot of ’ tlie' 
French ! 

We are at a loss to furnish language to depict wlifet 
follows. Language is insufficient ; therefore as the fact 
is too notorious for displaying in its prosper colburs; 
let simplicity state ah a'ct of cowardice, tliat ^vill fettach 
disgrace* to the* perpetrators bf it,' as long aa historic lore 
shall have any competence for description. 

The first battery was' already taken by the bravery of 
tliose, viho will ever be aw honour to tlieir country ; ooh- 
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scquently the conduct of tlieir companions must be held 
in greater execration, when, finding that the French 
ca% airy had made a charge to regain possession, General 
Cuesta ordered two regiments of Spanish cavalry and two 
squadrons to oppose them, but instead of executing tins 
order, tliesc poltroons, (to gi\c them the mildest reproach 
tiiat can attach to probably traitorous cowards,) tlic whole, 
both cavalry and chasseurs, immediately wheeled round, 
(led before the enemy, and threw tiie whole left wing of 
the Spanish army into confusion The quick-sighted 
French, unwilling to let such a capita! opportunity slip, 
immediately directed their undivided efforts against the 
nght wing and the centre of the whole allied army The 
efforts of General Cuesta, though he did all m liis power 
to restore order m Lis left wing, and to check and repel 
tlio attack on Ins centre and Ins nght, were all m vain, 
and ho was obliged to retreat 

Wc Ore not, liowctcr, to give implicit faitli to all that 
was vaunted forth in the Madnd Gozctlc, dated Apnl 
18th, on the occasion That paper was under the con- 
trol of Joseph Bonaparte, and ns wc have often expe- 
rienced a luxuriance of fancy in the French Gazettes, wo 
must give credit to them do furtJjcr than tlic nhsolulo 
trutli Will authorize, therefore wc detail what follows 
subject to such circumstances The Alndnd Gazette 
related on tins occasion, that “ Ten thousand Spaniards 
liad been killed, and four tliousand made pnsoners by 
Ihcir light troops , the rest saved themselves by flight m 
the best manucr they could Tlicir whole artillery, to 
ih* number of twcnty-fivc pieces," say lliey, “ wiUi six 
standards, fell mlo our bonds. Tlie greater port of the 
upper olfiren and stofr-ofRcer* were left on Uie field. 
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Our loss, in coinparisim of thnl of tin*. I'liciny, uppotirs 
incrctliblv small, as this frlorions rlav cost ns ntilv throe 
hmulrctl men., Tito army of Cucsta, ami a pari of thai 
of Amlalusia, arc hv this fbrtunato ovrnl annihilatod. 
'riiis \ictory assures us the comptest of Amlalusia,' the 
whole of which will he shortly in possession of our 
troops." 

It certainly was admitted, allowing; for French ex- 
aggeration, that the loss of the Spaniards in this un- 
fortunate engagement Mas very consitlerahlc ; as it is 
ascertained, that upNvavds of one hundred and seventy 
oiliccrs were either killed, wounded, or taken prisoners, 
and the loss in rank and file bore a still greater pro- 
portion to that of the ofiioers than is usual. 

The supreme junta, iiowcver, acted very niscly on 
this occasion. For, without taking particular notice 
of the scandalous defection of some part of the troops, 
they issued a decree from Seville, declaring tliat tlic 
general of the army of Estremadnra, and the corps 
wdiich liad withstood the enemy before IMcdellin, had 
deserved well of their countr}-.” TJiey raised Cucsta to 
the rank of captain-general ; the ufficers of his army, 
of whom be reported favourably, M'crc advanced one 
degree ; and tlic soldiers were decorated -witli a badge 
of honour, and received, for a montli from the battle, 
double pay. General Cucsta, considering, at the 
same time, that something was due to his own honour, 
and that of the brave troops who had so heroically 
signalized themselves under his command, in his 
general orders, suspended, or, accordmg to some ac- 
counts, cashiered three of his colonels, and severely 
reprehended the conduct of the two squadrons ol 
chasseurs, and tl\c two regiments of cavalry. He 
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reduced their pay for tlie space of a month, and 
ordered tlmt the surplus rcsulting^ from tins operation 
on their feelings and pockets, should form part of 
a fund for granting- double pay, for tiie same space 
of time, to (hose soldiers who bad sustamed u’ltb honour 
tlie Spanish character 

Such a decided advantage having been gamed by 
the French, through the defeat and flight of the 
Spaniards, Victor immediately improved that advantage, 
by advancing to and entering Merida, where, m a 
position between that place and Fitdajoz, ho and 
his army remained stationary for a considerable tunc ; 
after which space tiiey inarched from the river Gun- 
diona to the Tagus , and, having forced tiio bridge 
at Alcantara, proceeded down (he nver towards Abron- 
tJs and lashon 

To oppose their manvuvres. General Cuesta rc 
assembled his forces on the confines of Estremadura 
and Andalusjo, and strengthened Jus broken army, 
which, nllhougU so disordered by tins late defeat, 
and for some time without n fresh supply of military 
necessaries, increased in great force, to regain, aS 
far 08 possible, the advantage of which it had been 
so unhappily deprived , for, to the honour of the 
Spanish nation in general bo It recorded, tliat lU 
character is not to sink under misfortune, but to 
resist calamity in ptoOlmg by discomfiture, and to 
nso superior to every lesser considenUion, when it* 
safety is at stnke Tims the sordier* which com- 
posed tins army, though raw and undisciphned, sub- 
ject also to panics, and easily drawn to follow ex- 
amples of flight, yet soon remedied the errors of 
their leaders, by rallying with redoubled force ; 
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Routt cvanmto^ Oporto. 

atul tliough apparently dispcr.'^etl, .‘toon ralii(*(I ; and 
though apparently vanquished, maintained the un- 
conquerable desire to defend their country at the 
innninent risk of their lives. Such an inviticihlo spirit of 
liberty gcnendly pervaded tliem, that by protracting the. 
^Yar, and maintaining a warlike disposition and hahit.s, 
they favoured tlio.se events, ■wliieli rendered flic Spanish 
cause, tiiongh at fearful and almost insurmountahlc 
odds, ultimately triumphant. 

Circumstances in Portugal seemed mucli more 
favourable to the cause of the Allies than in Spain. 
Sir Arthur AVcllcslcy having arrived at lAsbon on 
the 22nd of April, proceeded, within a very ’ few 
days afterwards, to take the command of the army, 
the head-quarters of which was at Coimbra, and 
advanced' against Oporto. Mar.shal Beresford also, to 
render all the cricctivc assistance in Ids power, at 
the same time marched at the head of. a body of 
Portuguese, v.diich he had been training, to the 
Upper Donro, to meet Soult, who commanded' the 
French forces in its. neighhouvhood. But Soult' knew 
how unequal he was to the defence of that quarter 
against Marshal Beresford, and a superior force, aided 
also by the spirit of the country against him ; therefore 
he thought it prudent to evacuate Oporto ; and; pro- 
ceeding through Leon, join the other parts of tlie 
French anny in Gallicia, agreeably to the general system 
of concentration which had been adopted, in consequence 
of <he prospect of an Austrian warfare ; and, tliat he 
migut cifcct his reti-eat with as little danger as possible 
of being overtaken by the allied British and Portuguese 
forces, had recourse to the following curious stratagem. 
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He talked loudly of defending Oporto, to tbe last cv 
treinity, certain, as he said, of receiving unbounded suc- 
cours from his Sovereign and nation, and sent out \anous 
detachments of the army which was witli him, detachment 
after detachment, for the pretended purpose of exercising. 
The commanding officers of these corps were, however, 
commanded in secret to send hack a few companies, by 
way of blind, but to march the mam body, witli all ex- 
pedition, in an opposite direction. Thus Marshal SouU 
stole away from Oporto 

Another and a deeper plan was connected with this ; 
which was the endeavour to draw Sir Arthur Wellesley 
to a pursuit of lum, and thereby give Victor on oppor- 
tunity of pushing down the Tagus, to occupy the south 
of Portugal, and it was conjectured, that from such 
motives, ho had left his rear-guard on Uie left of Uie 
Douro. 

Thus, when the advanced gunrd of the British arrned 
at Verdas Novas, tliey fell in with the outposts of the 
enemy, consisting of about 4000 mfantrj, nnd a few 
squadrons of cavalry, strongly posted on the heights of 
Gnjom ? their front covered hj woods nnd broken ground. 
Tbeir flank was soon jumed by our hngade, commanded 
by General ^lurray , whilst their right was attacked by 
a Portuguese hngade, and their centre dnven in hj a 
body of nflemen, drawn from dilTercnt companies, under 
Uic direction of hlajor Woj. Tlic rcar-guartl of the 
rreneb, on tbo lltJi of May, crossed tbe Douro, and 
destroyed tho bridge over timt river; but our arm) 
closely pursued Uicm, and notvnliistnnding oil (he eflbrts 
of the enemy to oppose them, crossed the rticr at the 
^■?rrv ofOvinlus, and uhout five ludca above the towns 
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Sir Arthur Wellesley marches into the south of Portugal. 

of Oporto and Villa Nova, after sustaining- repeated 
attacks, made their appearance on both the right and left 
flanks of the French, who immediately retired in the 
utmost confusion towards Amai'ante, leaving behind them 
five pieces of cannon, eight tumbrels of ammunition, and 
many prisoners. The allied army pursued them for a 
short distance, some skirmishing took place between our 
advanced guard and the rear of the enemy, in which the 
allied forces had evidently the advantage ; but Soult 
made his retreat, -with trifling molestation ; though, in 
order to render his flight more rapid and successful, he 
was under the necessity of abandoning the greater part 
of his artillery and baggage, and was pursued by General 
Beresford, as far as Orense. The advantage gained by 
the allied troops was esteemed of so much consequence,, 
by the British government, that when Sir Ai’thur Wel- 
lesley’s dispatch arrived in London, the Park and Tower 
guns were fired on the occasion. 

Sir Arthur, however, did not fall into the trap so in- 
geniously contrived for him by Soult : the British general, 
as prudent as he was valorous, gave up the pursuit of 
Soult, and commenced his march to the south of. Por- 
tugal, where he deemed his presence to be highly neces- 
sary, to watch the motions of, and to act against, Victor. 

It appears that Marshal Ney, after -having evacuated 
Corunna, had at first taken the road towards Vigo, to 
which place a body of Spanish troops, under the command 
of the Conde de Norona, had proceeded, having In con- 
templation a two-fold view, either of obtaining supplies, of 
which they were in great necessity, or to occupy an ad • 
vantageoub defensive position,. 

Within three leagues of Vigo, at the bridge of St. 
Payo, on the small river of Soto-major, the opponeht 
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Retreat of tbe Treflch from St Pajo. 

iinuies met on the 7tti of June. The force of the Spani- 
ards consisted of 9000 men, of whom COOO ^rere arn}cd« 
and had some small artillery. The French force Vas 
fiOOO, of which 2500 was composed of cataliy ; hut their 
artillery consisted of only five twelv c-pounders. Thus 
'circumstanced, after repeated attacks on the Spaniards, 
both on the 7th and SUi dajs, the French were compelled 

retreat from St. Payo, Svhence also they were driven 
^farther back, throwing, as tliey retreated, the bodies of 
their slain into pits and wells. Tltis was in some degree 
cbnformable to live usual practice of tlm Frencli ; for 
Nvhen they I»ad sufficient time and opportunity, jt was 
their constatit custotw, in order to conceal the number of 
their slain, to burn the dead bodies and bury the ashes. 

During these various actions, the assistance of four 
British gun-boats, sent up'thc river by order of the commo- 
dore at Vigo, was of essential service to the Spaniards, in 
harassing the troops of tlic enemy. The loss of the Spani- 
ards, in these encounters, did not exceed 110 in killed and 
Vounded. Tlie reason was that they had been fortunate, 
by choosing their ground m a situation, where U was im- 
possible for the cncm 5''8 cavalry to act wiili any cITcct In 
addition to which also, a chain of parapets or widcbatlle- 
ments had been raised, behind which the Spaniards Trcre 
protected from the fire of the enemy. Tliey took 400 
of tlic French as prisoners. 

After the fall of Saragossa, in the norili-easl of Spam, 
General Ilcding, with the Spanish army nndcr his conv 
mand, which had been employed ebieny in attempts to 
raise the siege, or else to throw succour* into Gcrona, 
was now exposed to the whole force of the French. ’Hiey 
had maintained two conflicts with great valour, nnd the 
strength nnd resolution of the armies, in opoosition to 
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. Cowardice of the Spaniards under General Blalcc. 

each other, seemed to have been nearly balanced ; but a 
reinforcement of 8000 men, to that of the French, com-, 
pletely turned the balance in their favour : thus encou- 
raged, they made the first attack, and completely routed 
the Spanish army, and their brave general, after having 
received five very severe wounds, was conveyed to Tarra- 
gona. In liis dispatches, however, to the Junta, he gave 
a faithful account of ' what had passed, without any inti- 
mation of his personal sufferings. He was afterwards 
reinforced by the army under General Blake, and they 
jointly used their endeavours to resist the progress of the 
French into Catalonia. 

The joint army of Valencia and Arragon, under the 
command of General Blake, on the 19th of May proceeded 
against Alcaniz, a town in tlie kingdom of Arragon, 
seated on the river Guadaloupe, near the frontiers of 
Catalonia, then occupied by the French. These the 
Spaniards droye, in great .disorder, from that important 
post; and aftervyards routed and forced smaller parties of 
the enemy from other stations. Under such success. 
General Blake was induced, on the 15tli of June, to make 
an attack ,pn Saragossa ; but was repulsed with great 
loss. Souchet attacked him. for two days in the neigh- 
bourhood of Belshite : General Bla,ke, however, was 
enabled ,to repel him; but on the third day, wlien the 
battle was renewed in the valley of Almonazir, the whole 
of the Spanish army, without firing a shot, though.opposed 
by only one-third of their numbers, suddenly took flight, and 
left their general, attended by only six or seven officers. 

Such a dereliction of duty, such an evidence of the 
most condemnable cowardice, stands in need of prompt 
apology. It shall be given. — ^This army was composed 
principallv of raw recruits from Valencia ; they had acted 

o 2 ’ ’c ' 
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Apology for tbe Spaniards. 

with coutage on jsundry former occasions, and would pro- 
bably have continued to display the same spirit, bad not 
the most villainous, insidious arts been employed, to excite 
alarm, and thus produce their sudden dispersion. 

It has been observed, that there is nothing- so striking- 
in the conduct of new and umlisciplined levies, (and in 
none more than that of the Spaniards, bdUi in this and the 
preceding campaign,) as the proofs of courage they exhibit 
on some occasions, and cowardice on others. Yet it is 
scarcely credible, that a whole army should have taken to 
their heels, without having made the feast shew of re-, 
sistance, without treachery. General Blake, in his extreme 
grief and anxiety for this transaction, was not sparing of 
his reprobation, in Ids dispatches to (he Junta, and 
treated tbe base cowardice of bis army in tbe terms such 
conduct truly descrv'cd. 

His own character and conduct he vindicated with be- 
coming spirit, observing at the same time, that ** it was 
not in the power of any general to foresee the circum- 
stances which gave rise to panic fear, nor was llm con- 
tagion, under such circumstances, to he prevented In 
some instances, indeed, parties of Spaniards, nfler having 
made their escape from the dangers of the field, before 
the issue of tiie battle in which they Iiad been engaged, 
were received by their countrymen without marks of dis- 
pleasure or disrespect; hut the fugitives of Bclshite 
were treated, and every where spoken of, with ridicule 
and contempt.* 

• In the corresivondcnce of Sir Arthur Wcllcslt) •vilh 

hir. Canning, stcTclarj for foreign affairs, printed and lild 
before parfumtJ-.t in Aia), Inon, in n fttlir from Sir Arthur 
to bis brother, the Matituw, » Uve fvdlowing extract; '* f 
sm cf opinion, that antftbrl should ifintudiatilj l*c laadu 
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after bis return from the pursuit of Marshal Soult, bad 
been for a considerable time inacifte in the Aicinih of Lis- 
bon, This was contrary to bis natural disposition, as be vras 
fullofaclirity and ardour in the cause, and even adven- 
turous in quest of persona! reputation ; be was anxious, 
if possible, to strike some decisive blow; but before tliis 
should be allempted, be deemed it ncccssarv that some 
plan of co-operation should be concerted between him 
and the Spanish generals, particularly with General 
Cuesta. And be was more desirous of the co-operation 
of this general, than solicitous (hat the Spanish genera!^ 
should make anj kind of attempt of importance, without 
the assistance of the British arrov - General Cuesta Iveort' 
ily coincided in Sir Artliurs wisbe», and promised that he 
would suspend any particular operations till llie British 
army had reached the banks of (be Tagus. Sir Arthur, 
according to the corrcspondcocc between the jtlarquis of 
Wellesley and jMr. Canning, liad also many obstacles 
which intruded tliemsclvcs, in managing and coming (o a 
perfect understanding wWi (he Central Junta ; tlie Junta 
bad likevv ise great difficulty in calling forth (be means 
nnd energy of the country. Tlity bad to combat the 
luiroours of General Cuesta; who, though a brave man, 
and of a decided character, was altogether so cnisty and 
uuflccommndating in bis disporition, that be was con- 
sidered by many as unfit to have the command of an 
aroiy, being more nn ndvoratc for an harassing vrnrfiirc, 
tlian desirous to run the n<que of any great and dct»*ivc 
battle. A pUn of operations was, bovtever, concrfUd, 
and their armies commenced their march towjrdr 
Madrid. 

On the 20ih of July, n conjunction of the forces took 
place, mul measures «ere immediately consulted, fi>f 
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Retreat of General Cuesta’s Advanced Guard. 


carrying' into eifect tltc plan which had been agreed upon 
by the generals. The result was, that Sir Robert Wil- 
son, commanding a corps of Portuguese, amounting to 
from 3000 to 4000 men, whom he had been at very con- 
siderable pains to bring into a stale of excellent disci- 
pline, was ordered to proceed to Escalona, on the river 
Alberche ; the coi-ps -under Vehegas advanced to Argon- 
da ; and the main strength of the allied army marched on 
to meet the enemjf, who were posted at Olalla. 

The junction and march of the allied army up the valley 
of the Tagus^^ having taken place, and a march having com- 
menced towards dhe French under Victor, a general en- 
gagement w^as daily expected. Prayers were offered up 
for the success of the allies, to the Supreme Disposer of 
all events, at the Cathedral Church of : Seville, at which 
the Central Junta attended in a body. General Cuesta’s 
advanced guard was attacked on the 26th of July, near 
Torrijos, and was obliged to fall back to the left bank of 
the Alberche. The army of tlie euemj'', 'reniaining still at 
Olalla,t indicated its determination of trying the result 
of a general action. 








* Tagus ofTajo — A river which rises in the mountains 
of Molina, which separate the Icingdom of Arragon from 
Old Castile, passes by Aranjuez, Toledo, Talavera del 
Reyna, crosses Castile and'Estramadura, and enters Por- 
tugal at Montalvao ; crossing ’Estrama'dura, it passes by 
Abraiites, Santarem, SCc. and runs into the Atlantic, about 
10 miles below Lisbon. This river is navigable but a little 
way above Lisbon, on account of rocks/'and its current is 
broken by many cataracts. A scheme was once in agita- 
tion to make it navigable to Madrid, but it came to nothing. 

t St. Olalua — A town of Spain, in New Castile, 18 
miles N. W. Toledo. 
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Sir Arthui Wellesley, prompted by such a seeming 
resolution of the French, \?as not one to disappoint them 
m Iheir intentions , and, therefore, considering that Uie 
neighbourhood of Talavera del Rejna,* a town Imlf-wny 
between Placentia and Madrid, and about sixty or serenty 
miles distant from both, was a good position, and Gcncnl 
Cucsta having consented to take up this position, on the 
27tli in the morning, the British general Sherbrooke was 
ordered to retire with his corps to its situation m the hue, 
leaving General Jtackcnzie, with a division of iiifantr} 
and a brigade of cavalry, as an advanced post in the wood 
on the right of the Alhcrcho,*!- which co\ ered the left flank 
of the allies 

An extent of nearly two miles was taken up by tfio 
position of tlie troops at Talasera. Where (lie British 
troops were stationed, tlie ground was open on the led, 
and was commanded by a height, on which a division of 
infantry, under Major-general Hill, was drawn up m 
echelon, and m second Ime Still farther to the Itll 
was a N alley, unoccupied on account of being com- 
manded by the height, which was situated between that 
height and the mountains, Uic range of winch appeared 
at too much distance to have any influence on the ex- 
pected action. Immediately m front of the town of Tat v 
vera, down to the Tagus, were stationed the Spnmsh 

• TALA^^RA DEL Reyaa — ^A lown of Spam, m Kev 
Castile, on the Tagus, sitiiafcd in a vnllc),ancl forftflrd in 
the old manner with walls, towers, and breast works ft 
was JbnnerJj approprjaicd lo the Qiiren's revenue, and ii 
at present famous for its cartlitii ware, 33 imleswcslof 
Toledo. 

ALnernii — A user of Spam, which runs into ife 
Tagu« a little above Talaicra 
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Silimlion of the Allicil Arm)-. 

troops, forming- tho right \Ying of tlic allicti nnny. Great 
purl of the ground was covered hy olive-trees, and inter- 
seeled hv hanks and ditches. A lioavv batlerv, in front 
of a church, was oce.upicd Ity Spanisn Jnfantrv, which 
defended the higli road, leading from the bridff sver the 
Albcrch6. The town itself, and all its .avenues, were 
defended in a similar manner. 'J'horc was also a com- 
manding spot in the centre, between the British and 
Spanish armies, on which the British had begun to con- 
struct a redoubt, witli some open ground in the rear ; at 
this spot vvas posted a division of infantry, supported by 
a brigade of dragoons and some Spanish cavalry. 

We cannot avoid in this place declaring, that the very 
ffreat inconvcnicncies which the annics sunered, must bo 
a subject of great reprehension, for the neglect of the 
Junta ; and we cannot ‘ better describe those inconveni- 
cncics than in the words of Sir Artlmr Wellesley, at 
the same lime that he, in a very expressive manner, re- 
lates with what alacrity our forces prepared themselves 
to join the Spanish army. His first dispatch to Lord 
Castlercagh is dated from Placentia, Ifitli July, 1809, 
and is as follows : 

“ My Lonn, — After I had written to your Lordship 
on the 1st instant, Joseph Bonaparte crossed tlio Tagus 
again, and joined Sebastiani with the troops hc' had 
brought from Madrid, and with a detachment from Mar- 
shal Victor’s corps, making the corps of Sebastiani about 
28,000 men, with an intention of attacking Vanegas’ 
corps. Vanegas; however, retired into the mountains of 
the Sieri-a Morena, and Colonel Larcy, with his advanced 
guard, attacked a French advanced corps in the night, 
and destroyed many of them. 
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' The French troops then returned again to the Tagus, 
wHch river < Joseph diad crossed -mth the reinrorccroents 
which he bad taken to Sehastiani’s corps ; and this Jast 
corps, consisting of 10,000 men only, was on the IcO, 
bank of the Tagus, about Aladnolqjos, in front of Vane*-, 
gas, who was again advancing. i 

** The last accounts from this quarter were of the 8lli. 

‘ ''The French army under Victor, joined hy the des 
tachments brought by Joseph i from Sehastiaoi’s corps, 
and amounting in the whole to about 85,000 men, 
are concenfratod in (he neighbourhood of Taiavera, and 
on tlie Alhercb6 ; General Cnesla’a army, has been 
in the posilion which 1 informed your Lordship that 
it had taken up since I addressed you on liie first 
instant 

” The advanced guard of the British army arrived here 
on the 8tli, and the troops which were with mo on the 
Tagus arrived hy the lOlU; the 23rd Light Dragoons, nnd 
tie 48lh arrived yesterday ; the Cist regiment will orrlvo 
to-morrow. 

*‘I went to General Cucsta's quarters at Almaraz on 
tho lOtli, and stayed there till the 12lh, and I have arran- 
ged with tlial General a plan of operations upon the 
French army, which we ate to begin to cany into execution 
on thoTSth, if the French should remain so long in their 
position. 

“Tlie Spanish army under General Cnestn consists of 
about 2S,000 men, (exclusive of Vanegns’ corjis.) ofwhieli 
7000 arc cavalry. About Id.OOOmen are detached to tho 
bridge of Arzoblspo, and the rem.ainder ere in the comp 
under Urn Puerte de Mirabete. 

” 1 have the pleasure to inform jour l/mUhip, that tbs 
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seven battalions orinfanlrv frotn Ireland and the islands, and 
the troop of liovse. artillery from Great Britain, arrived at 
Lisbon in the beginning of the. month. 

“ General Craufurd’s brigade is on its inarch to join 
the army, but will not arrive here till the 2-Ith or 2olh. 

“ I have the honour to he, 

“ ARTHUR WELLESI^Ry.” 

This dispatch was truly indicative of the energy with 
which the British Government was desirous to conduct 
the campaign in the Peninsula ; but the next dispatch, 
dated at Talavera del Reyna, July 24th, will fully evince 
the vast inconvcnicncies hoUi the British and Spanish 
forces were compelled to sufler ; this dispatch is also 
addressed to Lord Castlcreagh, and is thus worded : 

“ My Lord, — According to the arrangement which 
I had settled with General Cucsta, the army broke up 
from Placentia on the 17tli and 18th instant, and 
reached Oropesa on the 20th, where it formed a junction 
with the Spanish army under his command. 

“ Sir Robert Wilson had marched from the Venta 
do Bazagon, on the Tictar, with the Lusitanian Le- 
gion, a battalion of Portuguese Chasseurs, and two 
Spanish battalions on tlic 15th ; he arrived at Arenas 
on the 19th, and on the Alberche, at Escalona, on 
the 23rd. 

“ General Vanegas had also been directed to break 
up from Madrilcyos on the 18th and 19th, .and to 
march by Trembleque and Ocana to Puenteduenas on 
the Tagus, where that river is crossed by a ford, and 
tlicnce to Arganda, where he was to arrive on the 22nd 
and 23rd. 

“ On the 22nd, the combined armies moved from 
Oi'C’pcsa, and the advanced guards allackcd the one- 
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my’s outposts at Talavera. 'Hieir right >vas turned 
by the 1st Hussars and the 23rd Light Dragoons 
under General Anson, directed by LieutenanUGene- 
ral i*ayne, and by Uic division of infantry under 
the command of Major-General Mackenzie, and they 
■were driven in by the Spanish advanced guards, under 
the command of General Sarjas and the Due d’AIbu- 
querque. 

•' “ Wc lost eleven horses by the fire of cannon from the 
enemy’s position on the Alberche, and the Spaniards had 
some men wounded. 

The columns were formed for the attack of this 
position yesterday; hut the attack 'was postponed 
till this morning by desire of General Cucsta, when the 
difTcrent corps destined for the attack ‘ were put in 
motion, but tlic enemy had retired at about one in the 
morning to Santa Olalla, and tiicnee towards Torrijos; I 
conclude to form a junction with the corps under Genera? 
Sebasliani. 

I have not been able to follow the enemy ns I 
could wish, on account of the great ' deficiency of 
means of transport in Spain. I enclose the copy of 
a letter, which I llioughl it proper to address upon 
this subject to Mojor'gcncral O’Dounogbuc, the Adju- 
tant-general of the Spanish army, os soon as I found 
that this country would furnish no means of this des- 
cription. 

“ General Cuesta Ims urged the Central Junta to adopt 
>igorou8 measures to relieve our wants; lilllarusupjdicd, 

I do not think it proper, and indeed I cannot continue 
my operations. I have great hopes, however, that 
heforo long I shall bo supplied from Andalusia and 
f.a Mancha with the means which I require, ned f 
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Gcncr.il Hill isnttackcil by tlic rrt'iich. 

shall then resume (he active oj)oralions \vhich I have 
l)ecn compelled to relinquish. — I have the honour to 
be, &c. &c. 

“ (Signed) ARTHUR WELLESLEY.” 

Perplexed with these untoward circumstances, and 
encompassed with difncultics, the British Commander-iu 
chief dclcrmined on hazarding an action. He did not 
sufi’er trifles to suspend his operations ; and, though 
disaflection pervaded the minds of too many of his 
countrymen in Great Britain, he considered much more 
than their haggard ideas had suggested ; he considered, 
as it afterwards proved, that the only eflectual warfare to 
harass Erench policy must take place in the Peninsula. 

His resolution did not waver ; for about two o’clock 
in the afternoon,* on the 27th of July, an attack was made 
on the division under General Mackenzie, who gradually 
fell back in good order, though not without some loss, on 
the left of the position of the combined armies. Towards 
evening the French made an attempt to overthrow the 
Spanish infantry, w'hich formed the right wing of the 
allied army ; but the endeavour was unsuccessful. Tlicy 
commenced a general attack, towards the dusk of the 
evening, on the allies, by a cannonade on the left of their 
position, and by an atternpt • with cavalry to overthrow 
the Spanish infantry ; in tliis also, they entirely failed. A 
division was then pushed along; the valley, on the left of 
the height occupied by Major-general Hill, by wdiich the 
French gained a momentary possession ; but Major- 
general Hill, by an attack with .the bayonet, displaced tho 
enemy, and .regained his position. His positions were 
again twice attacked in the night, and at day-light in the 
morning of the 28th, by hvo divisions of- the -French in- 
fantry ; but in both those attacks they were bravely 
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tepu^sed hy Genend HiU and Ins troops. T\ic Frencb 
had also made similar attacks On the troops under General 
Campbell, but were equally unsuccessful; for that officer, 
supported by a reyiment of Spanish ca\alr)' and two 
battalions of Spanialt infantry, completely discomfited 
them, and took ttcir cannon. General Sherbrooke’s 
division, which formed the left and centre of the first line 
of the army, was next attacked ; hut that division in- 
stantly received the enemy with the points of their 
bayonets, and drove them back with great slaoglitcr. In 
this part of the contest, tlie brigade of guards, which had 
formed part of this division, in tlicir eagerness to pursue 
the enemy, advanced too far, and were thrown into a 
temporary confusion, by having exposed Oicir left flank 
to l\ic fire of a battery ; hut a part of General Cotton’s 
brigade of cavalry, on observing this, pushed forward, and 
covered them, till they were enabled to rpgnin their origi- 
nal position. 

Thus foiled, in every point of attack against the allied 
array, having also lost 20 pieces of cannon and some of 
their men, who were taken prisoners, the French con- 
sidered it most adviseablc tc commence a retreat, wliicli 
they cITected, in good order, across llie Albcrchfi 

Tlicir loss in killed and wounded was never cnlcufaled 
■with any degree of exactness ; hut Sir Arthur IVcllcsIry 
estimated it at 10,000 : though llio Frcncli wished to 
make it appear that the loss of Uio allies must have been 
greater than Uieirs, owing, tlicj asserted, to Uic greater 
mmiher of cannon they were enabled to bring into the 
field against ns. 'llie loss of tlic Jlritish amounted to 
nearly COOO in killed, wounded, and missing. Among the 
killed were Major-general Maekenzic, JlrigaiVirr-gcurml 
Langwortb, nnd llrigadier-geijcnd llcckett. .\i 
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Account of l!ic Ilnttfc of Tnlnvcrn. 

Spanish troops were only engaged purlially» their loss was 
comparatively small, not exceeding- 1000 in killed, 
wounded, and missing. 

We consider, however, that wlicn dcscrii)ing so groat 
a victory, so bravely gained, wo cannot do snlTiciont 
justice to the merits of the Commander-in-chief and those 
under his command ; therefore, without any apology, we 
tlnnk it best that lie should detail to us the progress of 
this brilliant action in bis own words, addressed to Lord 
Castlcrcagh : 

“ Talavcra del Hct/iw, Jnh/ 2.9, 1809. 

“ My Loud, — General Cncsta followed the enemy’s 
march with his army from the Alhcrclid on the morning of 
Oie 24tli, as far as Santa Olalla, and pushed forward his 
advanced guard as far as Torrijos. 

For the reasons staled to your Lordship, in my 
dispatch of llic 24th, I moved only two divisions of 
infantry and a brigade of cavalry across the Albcrchd to 
Casnlcgos, under the command of Lieutenant-general 
Slverbrookc, witli a view to keep up the communication 
between General Cucsta and me, and with Sir R. Wilson’s 
corps at Escalona. 

“ It appears that General Vanegao had not carried into 
execution that part of the plan of operations which related 
to his corps, and that he was still at Damiel, in La Manclia ; 
and the enemy in the course of the 24tli, 25th, and 26th, 
collected all his forces on this part of Spain, between Tor- 
r\ios and Toledo, leaving but a small corps of 2000 men 
in that place. 

“ His united army thus consisted of the corps of Mar- 
shal Victor, of that of General Sebastiani, and of seven or 
eight thousand men, the guards of Joseph Bonaparte, and 
the garrison of Madrid, and it was commanded by Joseph 
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Bonaparte, aided by Marshals Jourdan and Victor, and 
General Sebastiani. 

“ On the 26tb General Gnesta's advanced guard >va3 
attacked near Tomjos, and obliged to fall back, and 
the General reUred ^ith bis army on that day to the 
left bank of the Albercbe, General Sherbrooke 
continuing- at Casalegos, and -the enemy at Santa 
Olalla. 

** It was then obvious, that the enemy intended to try 
tliB result of a general action, for which tlic best position 
appeared to be in the neighbourhood of Talavcra, and 
General Cucsta having consented to take up this position 
on the morning of Che 27th, I ordered General Sherbrooke 
to retire with his corps to its station in the line, leaving 
General Mackenzie, vritli a division of infantry and a 
brigade of cavalry, as an advanced post in the wood on 
tlio rightof Albcrchd, which covered our left flank. 

“ The position taken up by the troops at Talavcra 
extended rather more than iwo miles; the ground Avas 
open upon the left, where the British army Avas stationed, 
and it was commanded by a height, on Avhich was, in 
cchcllon and in second line, o division of infantry under 
tlie orders of hlnjor-gcncral Hill. 

Tlicrc Avas aA'allcy between this heiglit and a range 
of mountains still furtlicr upon the left, Avhich valley 
Aras not at first occupied, as it was commanded by the 
height bcforc-mentioucd ; and the range of mountains 
appeared too distant to have noy influence upon tlir ex- 
pected action. 

*' 'Hie right, consisting of Spanish troops, extended I'm- 
medintcly in front of the town of Talas era down to Itw 
Tagus, nds part of the ground avds corerwl by ofise- 
trees, and much intersected by banks and ditches. The 
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high voad leading from the bridge over the Alherelid, was 
defended by a heav}’ l)atlcry in front of a clmrch, -whieh 
was occupied by Spanisit infantry. All the aventirs to 
the town were defended in a Eimilar nmnner ; the town 
was occupied, and the roniaindcr of the Spanish infantry 
was formed in two lines behind the banks on the roads 
v.'liich led from the town and the righi, to the left of our 
Dosition. 

“ In the centre, between the two armies, there was a 
commanding spot of ground, on winch we had commenced 
to construct a redoubt, with some open ground in its 
rear. 

“ Brigadier-general Alexander Campbell was posted 
at this spot with a division of infantiy, supported in his 
rear by General Cotton’s brigade of dragoons, and some 
Spanish cavalry. 

“ At about two o’clock on the 27tl), the enemy appear- 
ed in strength on the left bank of the Alherche, a 
manifested an intention to attack General MP' dcenziii’s 
division. 

■ “ Tlie attack was made before they could be witlx- 
draw ; but the troops, consisting of General Mackcn 2 ae’s 
and Colonel Donkin’s brigades, mid General Anson’a 
brigade of cavalry, and supported by General Payne with 
the other four regiments of cavalry, in. the plain between 
Talavera and the wood, withdrew in good order, but witli 
some loss, particularly by the 2nd battalion 67th re- 
giment, and 2nd battalion 31st regiment, vn the 
wood. 

“ Upon this occasion the steadiness and discipline of the 
45tli regiment, and of the 5th battalion 60th: regimentf 
v/ere conspicuous ; and I had particular reason for being 
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satisfied -with the laaDncr m •which Major-general Mack- 
enzie withdrew his advanced guard. 

“ As the day advanced, the enemy appeared m larger 
numbers on the right of the Alberch^, and it n as ohvions 
that he ■was advancing to a general attack upon tlie com- 
bined army. 

“ General Mackenzie continued to fall hack gradually 
upon the left of the position of the combined armies, 
where lie was placed in the second hue, in tiie rear of the 
guards, Colonel Donkin being placed m the same situation 
further upon the left, in the rear of the King’s German 
Legion 

‘*Tlie cnem) iraracdntely commenced lus attack lo the 
dusk of the cicnmg, hy a cannonade upon llic left of our 
position, and bj an attempt with his ca>alrj to overthrow 
the Spanish infantr), posted, as I Imc before stated, on 
the right. This attempt f »fed cntirclj. 

“ Earl) in the niglithcpushed adivisionolong the valley 
on the left of Uic height occupied b) General Hill, of 
wliicli he gamed a raomcnlar) jto'Jscssion, but Miyur- 
gcneral Hill attacked it instantly vith (lie brjonet, and 
regained It. 

** Tins attack Was repeated m the night, but faded, and 
ogam at day light ni the morning of the 28th, h) too 
divisions of jnfantr), and was rtpulied bj ^Injor-gencral 
Hill. 

“ Major-general HiU bas reported to me m a parlitulur 
manner the conduct of the 20lh riginirnt, nml ot tht Ist 
battalion 4Slh regiment, m tlit>e difiln nt ulTllr^. iis tell 
as Uiat of Jfajor-geucnil HI 5011 , uiid llng-pcricrsd ilnh- 
ard StcMnrt. 

“• W’c Invc lost man\ bmsr nml sol brr» m 
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defence of this important point in our position ; among 
others I cannot avoid to mention Brigade-major For- 
dyce, and Brigade-major Gardner ; and Major-general 
Hill was himself wounded, but I am happy to say, but 
slightly. 

“ The defeat of this attempt was followed, about noon, 
by a general attack "with the enemy’s whole force upon the 
whole of that part of the position occupied by the British 
army. 

“ In consequence of the repeated attempts upon 
the height on our left by the valley, I had placed two 
brigades of British cavalry in that valley, supported in 
the rear by the Due d’ Albuquerque’s division of Spanish 
cavalry. 

“ The enemy then placed light infantry in the range 
of mountains on the left of the valley, which were opposed 
by a division of Spanish infantry, under Lieutenant-general 
De Bassecourt. 

“ The general attack began by the march of several 
columns of infanti'y into the valley, with a view to 
attack the height occupied by Major-general Hill. 
These columns were immediately charged by the first 
German light dragoons and 23rd dragoons, under the 
command of General Anson, directed by Lieutenant- 
general Payne, and supported by General Fane’s 
brigade of heavy cavalry ; and although the 23rd dra- 
goons suffered considerable loss, the charge had the effect 
of preventing the execution of that part of the enemy's 
plan. 

“ At the same time he directed an attack upon Bri- 
gadier-general Alexander Campbell’s position in the 
centre of the combined armies, and on the right of the 
British. 

o 2 i 
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•** Tins attack -was most succcssfuiiy rcpaised by Bnga< 
dier-general Cainphell, supported by tiio Kings regimcnl 
of Spanish carairji'^ and tiro battalions of Spanish in” 
fantry ; and Brigadier-general Campbell took the enemy’s 
cannon. 

“ The Brigadier-general mentions particularly the 
conduct of Uie 07th, the 2nd battalion 7th, and of the 2nd 
baliabon of 53rd tegimeMs, and I vas Ingbly satisfied 
with the manner in >Kbicli this part of tlic position a as 
defended. 

“ An attack was also made at the same timo upon Lieu- 
tenant-general Sherbrooke’s duision, wlncli A>as on tliC 
left and centre of tho first Uoc of the British ormy. 

“ 'riiis attack was most gallantly repulsed by 0 
charge v-itU bayonets, by the whole di\ision, but the 
brigade of guards, whicli were on the right, having ml. 
vanced loo fiu*, they were exposed on their left flank to 
the fire of the enemy’s battery, and of their retiring 
columns j and the dnision was obliged to retire to- 
wards the original position, under cover of the second 
bno of General Cotton's brigade of cavalry, which 1 
had moved from tlio centre, and of llic 1st battalion d8lh 
regiment. 

“ I Imd moved Uiis regiment from its original posUiutv 
on tho heights, os soon as 1 observed tho advance of tlie 
guards, and it was furmedia the plain, and adranced upon 
the enemy, and covered the formation of Lieut.-gom*rul 
Sherbrooke’s division. 

" Shortly nfter the repulse of this general uttaefe, 

111 which oppnTcntly nil the enttay’s troops were eti>- 
ployed, he commenced his retreat ncrou tho Alherchti, 
which was conducted In the most rrgobr order, and was 
effected during the night, leaving in our hands twenty 
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pieces of cannon, ammunition, tumbrils, and some pri- 
soners. 

“ Your Lordship will observe by the inclosed return 
the great loss which we have sustained of valuable officers 
and soldiers in this long- and hard-fought action, with 
more than double our numbers. That of the enemy has 
been much greater. I am informed that entire brigades 
of iniantry have been destroyed, and indeed the battalions 
that retreated were much reduced in numbers. By all 
recounts their loss is ten thousand men. Generals La- 
pisse and Morlot are killed; Generals Sebastiani and 
Boulet wounded. 

“ I have particulai’ly to lament the loss of Major-gene- 
ral Mackenzie, "■ who had distinguished himself on the 27th ; 

Major-general John Ronald M'Kenzie, who so glori-’ 
ously fell in the battle of Talavera, was the representative 
of a very ancient family, w'hose patrimonial estate (Suddie) 
lies in that part of the county of Ross, called the Black Isle. 
He fell in or about his 47th year. He began his militar\- 
career in the Marines, under the immediate eye of his 
uncle, General McKenzie, of that most honourable corps, 
and for some time previous to 1794, did the duty of Adju- 
tant to the Chatham division. 

Upon the death of his uncle, by which he succeeded to 
some personal fortune, he relinquished the Marines, per- 
haps from an ambition to get forward in his profession more 
1 apidly than that service admits of. 

In the spring of 1794, he became Major of the 2nd 
battalion of the 78th foot, or Ross-shire Buffs, raised 
by Lord Seaforth. In the latter end of that year, or 
eaily in 1795, both battalions of the 78th were consolidated, 
by which measure this gallant officer became attached to 
the 1st battalion, and with the officers and men from the 
2nd, joined the 1st battalion at the Cape, from whence they 
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and of Brig'adier-g'enerallangworth, oftJic King’s German 
Legion, and of Brigade-major BecKcl, of the Guards. 


proceeded to India, 1200 strong, where the rogiment sened 
witli distinction under Lieutenant-genera?, (then Colonel 
M‘Kenae Frazer. AVjtli this corps the gallant Major- 
general served many years in India, and aftmtards 
commanded the regiment. He relumed to Europe in 
3C01-2, sincerely regretted his regiment, and ah who 
hnew him — and if his 8er\ice m tlic East was not marked 
by any brilliant professional c\ent, it was because the silu- 
alionofthat country, during his stay in it, (h’d not cali for 
active exertion. 

Promoted to the rank of Colonel soon after he came 
home, on tlic breaking out of the war in IGOa, lie was 
placed on the Nortliern Staff os a Brigadier; llicre- 
after he was made Governor mid Commandant of AUlomey, 
and soon tljcrcaftcr replaced on the Nortlicm Staff as 
Ztlajor-gcneral, in which situation he was, when, on his 
own solicitation no doubt, he was removed to the command 
of a brigade in Portugal in 1800. 

Hewas in Parliament four years, first for thi Sutherland 
District of Boroughs, and latterly for the shire of Sutherland, 
in t]jc room of Mr. William Dundas. 

In 1004, he superintended the Levy, and in 1C0&, the dis- 
cipline of that gallant but ilf-fated jwTfrf2nd battalion of the 
70tl), which, when but recruits in fact, beat the chosen 
troops of France on the plains of Maida, hut were after. 
wards annUiilatcd w ith their gallant jounglcader, Lit utt nanU 
Caloutl M'Lcod, in the Egyptian expedition. 

ife w as a zealous, steady, coo! soMu r— a mild and most 
friendly man. 'Flic service lost, in him a movt cxcrllml 
ofijcer — his frJjnds an incvtiiuaWe oiid amiahh' nnn, Ilir 
7nih adored him, and wil) Jong lament him. 

His estate, called Suddie. dcvolvul to nn «nl} rivtcf, 
nwrWd to Caplam Potts of the .| 2 id ngimcnt, bj whom 
she has a large familj. 
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“ Your Lordship will observe, that the attacks of the 
enemy were principalk, if not entirely, directed against 
the British troops. The Spanish Commander-in-chief, 
his officers and troops, manifested every disposition to 
render us assistance, those of them which were en- 
gaged did their duty ; but the ground which they occupied 
was so important, and its front at the same time so diffi- 
cult, that ! did not think it proper to urge them to make 
any movement on the left of the enemy while he was en- 
gaged with us. 

“ I have reason to be satisfied with the conduct of all 
the officers and troops. I am much indebted to Lieut.-, 
general Sherbrooke for the assistance I received from him, 
and for the manner in which he led on his division to the' 
charge with bayonets. 

“ To Lieutenant-general Payne and the cavalry, par- 
ticularly General Anson’s brigade, to Major-generals Hill 
and Tilson, Brigadier-generals Alexander Campbell, 
Richard Stewart, and Cameron, and to the divisions and 
brigades of infantry under their commands respectively, 
particularly the 29th regiment, commanded by Colonel 
White, the first battalion 48th, commanded by Colonel 
Donnellan, afterwards, when that officer was wounded, 
by Major Middlemore ; the 2nd battalion 7th, commanded 
by Lieutonrnt-colonel Sir William Myers ; the 2nd 
battalion 53rd, commanded by Lieutenant-colonel Bing- 
ham ; the 97th, commanded by Colonel Lyon ; the 1st 
battalion of detachments, commanded ' by Lieutenant- 
colonel Bunbury ; and the' second battalion 31st, com- 
manded by Major Watson ; and of the 45th commanded' 
by Lieutenant-colonel Guard ; and the 5th battalion 60th,' 
commanded by Major Davy, on the 27th. 

“The advance of the brigade of guards was most gal- 
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lantly conducted by Brigadier-general Campbell, and 
^ben necessary, that brigade retired, and formed again in 
the best order. 

< “ The artillery under Brigadier-general Howorih was 
also, througliout these dajs, of the greatest service, and 
I bad every reason to bo satisfied with ibc assistance I 
received from the Chief Engineer, licutenant-coloncl 
Fletcher, the Adjutant-general, Brigadier-general the 
Hon. C. Stewart, and tlie Quarter-mastcr-gcneral, Colonel 
Murray, and the officers of those departments respecliv cly, 
and from Colonel Bathurst and the Officers of niy personal 
staff. 

•• I also reccifcd much assistance from Colonel O'liuw. 
lor, of the Spanish service, and from Brigodjer-gcncral 
WbiUingbam, wbo was wounded when bringing np the 
two Spanish battalions to the assistance of Brigadier* 
geoerol Alexander Campbell. 

. ** I send this by Captain Ix>rd Fitzroy Somerset, win* 
will give your Lordship any further inforroalion, and whom 
1 begleare to recommend, 

** I have the honour to be, ?;c. 

"AUTHUIt WELLESLET." 

The battle of Talavcra added one more to the chain of 
proofs, that the British troops were llic best in the world; 
and tliat they possessed more principle, more strciiglh, 
and more courage, than ony equal, or ratlicr superior 
force that could be brought ogninst (liem. If fully coo- 
firmed the idea, that they ever go to battle wiUi that re- 
solution to conquer, and with that contempt of tlieir 
enemies, which must ever insure tlicm n victory, (bougli 
esgaged with llireo times tlicir own nurelrtr. It may U> 
allowed, tliat in the wrar nod tear of a campaign tha 
French may probably excel; but it must also be allowed, 
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that, when British D'oops have been brought fresh into 
tlie field, ' they have always been invincible, unless over- 
whelmed by numbers. Could Great Britain have brought 
an army of 100,000 of the natives of its empire, and 
transported them to the banks ' of the Danube, not the 
smallest doubt can be entertained, but that they would 
have turned the scale in favour of the oppressed stales 
of Europe, against him who had, by dint of numbers, 
desolated them with impunity. But circumstances were 
very different from what they were in the days of the 
Duke of Marlboi'ough ; we had then greater' annies^ and 
a less navy, but now England was enabled to fight with 
both hands, and to her lasting honour be it recorded, 
that she has obtained equal glory by both. ■ ^ - 

But with respect to this particular battle, there could 
be no hesitation to declare, that it was highly honourable 
to the Commander-in-Chief, and equally so to the army 
under his command. The army evinced, in 'an exem- 
plary manner, their steadiness, their discipline,' and their 
courage. Sir Arthur Wellesley displayed his skill’ in 
military operations, and his wisdom, by his Confidence in 
such an army of British heroes And, in' dne'circum- 
stance. Sir Arthur’s prudence' was as 'remarkable as his 
prowess, in the use he made of the assistance of the 
Spanish army. Had he allowed“that army to have taken 
an active part in the battle, he thought it very probable 
that the Spaniards might have'been agitated, as in former 
instances, by panic, and consequently be' defeated, and 
throw the whole army into confusion ; he therefore, well 
considering their nature, posted the Spaniards on strong 
ground, difiicult of access ; thus at once employing them 
as an impenetrable wing to his own army,' and securing 
them for Future operations. An army, which had not 
von. Di. — NO. R 
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•'onsistency enough to iiupei their courage to couinicuce 
an attack, might yet be equal to the service of a pursuit ; 
and thus it was that Sir Arthur thought proper to employ 
Uiem. 

It is highly necessary, in this place, to pass a duo 
encomium on the British army and their Commander, 
for disaffection at home had treated them with the roost 
undeserving, and consequently the most unjust severity ; 
but this brilUant acUon effaced every unjust censure 
against a worthy and a truly great roan. Injustice, for 
once, was ashamed of itself, and forbore its consistency ; 
it allowed honour where it was duly app'eciatcd, and 
granted that the battle of Talavcra had added glory to 
the British character. 

We cannot avoid, in tins place, observing, that had the 
language of opposite sentiments hetn in the least nttended 
to 'm Uie progress of the war in Spain, wa should not 
have so soon felt the happy results of which the campaign, 
ns conducted by the BriUsh Coromamlcr-m-Chief, was a 
principal roaebroc ; hut Sir Arthur lYcllesIcy was a 
Etatesmau ns vvell as a vtnrrior ; ho could lend nn army, 
and guide n cabmet; and though " the plain trutli," ns it 
was stated at this period, was, tlial the ntlrropt to 
deliver Spain, when the Spaniards would not fight— when 
tlicy had no cause to fight for— when Bonaparte offered 

tliem a better government than the one he laid displaced 
and when the royal fjinily was held in indifference by all 
tlie hcUer part of the nation — to deliver Spain was about 
ns possible as to restore the Bourbons to 1 ranee ; yet 
Sir Arthur Wellesley judged of the above premises ns 
they deserv.d. He hail ssifficienl forrsiglil to perceive 
tlie falbcy of such doctrines, and acted ns the prudecee 
of an expanded mind dictated, vlespising nil persjcal 
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feeling to benefit his country, and passing by the censure 
of discontent, cautiously but boldly pursued the scheme 
he had generously commenced, and has so gloriously 
accomplished. After having gained the complete victory 
ofTalavera, Sir Arthur left the pursuit of the broken 
enemy to Generals Cuesta and Vanegas. 






CHAPTER VI n. 

Having said what was incontrovertible, relating to 
the talents of Sir Arthur Wellesley, in the preceding 
chapter, we shall appropriate the present entirely to 
glance at, (we have no ability to do more,) the amazing 
qualifications of this illustrious character, up to the time 
of which we are now speaking. 

Arthur Welle&ley, the fifth son* of the late Earl of 

* It has been asserted by several M'riters, that Sir Arthur 
vVellesley, (now Duke of Wellington,) is the third son of 
the late Earl of Mornington ; but if we refer to the English 
Peerage, under the account of Baron Wellesley, we shall 
find the Earl of Mornington’s progeny to be as follows : 

1. Lord Wellesley in England, Marquis of Wellesley in 
Ireland; 2. Arthur Gerald, who died young; 3. Wil- 
liam, who took the name and arms of Pole ; 4. Francis 
Seymour, died young ; 5. Arthur ; 6. Gerald Valerian, 

in holy orders ; 7. Henry ; 8. Anne, married to the 

Hon. Henrjr Fitzroy, brother to Lord Southampton, who 
deceasing, she married secondly Cullen Smith Esq. ; 9. 
Mary Elizabeth, born in 1772, oied in 1794. 
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Alornington, received the rudiments of his education at 
Eton College, whence he was rcrao\ed to the Military 
Academy at Angers, in France. He applied himself 
with great' industry, during his residence tliere, in ac- 
quiring a thorough knowledge 'of the 'theory of that pro- 
fession, to wluch he had* devoted his future life, entered 
the British army as a Subaltern, at an early period, and 
obtained the rank of a Field-Officer, without having had 
any opportunity of distinguishing himself. 

But m tile } ear 1 794, he had an opportunity of dis- 
playing his talents, iriole conducting Ow retreat of three 
battalions, which he cflcctcd with great credit and ap- 
plause. 

The Marquis^ WellcMcy haMng been appointed to bo 
tiic Gocrnor-gencral of Bengal, Sir Arthur, vho had 
purchased the Lieutcnant-CoIonclcy of the G5rd, accom- 
pnmed his regiment to India. On his arrival, an expe- 
dition being then on fool for the reduction of Manilla, Sir 
Arthur was appointed to it, and had actually emharked, 
when it was found necessary’ to abandon tlic expedition, 
on account of tlic intrigues of France with Tippoo 
Sultan, 

Lieutenant-General Harris had been appointed to 
command the Madras army, destined to 'act ognmst 
Tippoo, and penetrate into the Mysore country ; upon 
the arrival of the Kizains fuhsidiorj force, consisting of 
iiearlj 13,000 !mti>e troops. General Jlorrw oppointed 
Colonel ■\Yrllfslcy to (.oinmand it, as u separate body. 

“Wlicn Scringapatani was stormed, on the 4tli of 
W^K the Colonel lommunded the resmeatthat nrr- 
inrinonihlo as*..nuU , «nd hr was thatiVed in piddic orders 
bj, Gcnrr.d llurris.lorhU galhinl intrepidity. 

tn the toinmi«sion o( llnfivh Gdicer*, selected ta 
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Colonel Wellesley commands the Expedition against Dhoidia Waugh. 

tirrange the' division of the Mysore territories, Colonel 
Wellesley was appointed for' the division of tlie prize 
ti'easure taken in Seringapatam. 

His next appointment was that "of Governor of the 
conquered capital ; a task the most difficult, and which 
required great integrity and military ability, united to 
much prudence and judgment. In this arduous employ- 
ment, and for the meritorious discharge of this difficult 
duty. Colonel Wellesley received tlie thanks of the 
Governor-general in council. 

General Harris having quitted India for Europe, and 
tlie command of the Madras army devolving upon Major- 
General Braithwaite, Colonel Wellesley Avas entrusted 
Avith an expedition against the freebooter, Dhondia 
Waugh, of whom it Avas necessary to make a severe 
example, from tV.e excesses which he had committed on 
the Company’s possessions. 

In the month of September 1800, the Colonel, at the 
head of a proper force, took the field, entered the Nizam’s 
territories on the 5th, and after a series of rapid and 
vigorous movements, intercepted Bhondia Waugli’s 
force at Conaghuill, where it was strongly posted, having 
its rear and left flank covered by a rock and the village. 

Although the horse only had come up, the Colonel, 
with his Avonted intrepidity, determined on an immediate 
attack ; and having placed himself at the head of the 
19th and 25th Light Dragoons, and 1st and 2nd regi- 
ments of native cavalry, which he extended into one line, 
to prevent his being out-flanked, he fomed a suddeai 
attack on the enemy. 

Bhondia’s force sheAved much firmness, but could not 
withstand the charge. His army gave way, and were 
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pursued for several miles. Dhondia himself, ^vnh immcuso 
numbers of bis followers, were killed, and Uie wliole bod r 
completely and efiectually dispersed 

The thanks of General Braitliwnitc, and of the Govei 
nor-general m council, Merc con\eycd to Colonel ‘Welles* 
ley, for the great and unremitting activitj , with which he 
had conducted these important operations 

Tile Mahratla war commenced m November 1802, and 
liord Clive, then at the head of the Madras government, 
having assembled an army of 19,000 men, tlic command 
of which he had entrusted to Licatcnant-Gcneral Stuart, 
It became necessary to detach a part of this force towards 
Poonah, the capital of the Pcisliwah, the British allj, 
which was menaced bj Setndeah and Ilolkar.* 

Colonel Wellesley, having now attained tlic rank of n 
Major-General, was selected for the important command 
of the proposed expedition, having under hit.i Colonel 
Stevenson, and a body of 35,000 men, with n propor- 
tionable tram of artillcrj. Of Uih army, tvvo-thirds 
were furnished as subsidy by Uic Ni/um, and comprised 
altogether uboiil 9000 native cavalry. 

'I he Nizam’s force being placed under the command 
of Colonel Stevenson, General Wellesley, at the head of 
liw anny of 12,000, deemed it expedient to push on vrilli 
the greatest rapidity towards Poonoh, as it vrus known 
tint Ilolknr was in possession of tint capital, as well as 
the person of the Ptishwah. 

On the night of the 19lh of April. mfi'rmaUon having 
been received, that it was the dclcmunation of Holkafto 
plunder and hum Poonah on the appro ich of the llriluh 
troops. General Wellesley puslied fiirvTanl, over ft 
ruggul ami thnnuU country, ard through a dargrrons 
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u'AUS <»r JU’nnrn. 

(Icrirt.’.! WjUfitcJ uvr* t’l'.i' i!i t'riJdir’.ii'n 

; nntl al\t’r luuitsg art (nnj»!ir!i( fl si forcrd tiiarrh (jf 
(ID milos, rrarhrt! tlir Pri'vhwa’s rapilal in llir .'.hnrl 
jn-riod of J)2 limir.*-. 

The n.'-toni.sSiinp- nrul nnlirnrtl-of rrlt rily of this iiio\r- 
mont Fuvrd Poonali from it> iinpMulinrr dc.^trurtion ; uiul 
in a frw <la\;' (Jcin-ral ^^^•ll^":}ry lisul llir .sati'.fatiion of 
rchltiring city to it.s lav. fnl .S(»\rr< ipi, 

tl would far rxcord onr litait*;, to f>tn(r llir inintrn‘>o 
ron.'^cfjiu ncr’; rr.'udtini; to tlir Briti'-li intrrr.sts in Itaii.'i, 
from this ncliiovi'nirnt ; lliry wrrr, ns iiiiglil Ijo t'asilv 
concoivrd, of tlir fir.-'l inijiortnnrr. 

It will not hr nct r.'.sary. for ihr sanir rrason, to detail 
the tah'til di‘'p1ayrd in the takinq^ of the rity and 
fcjrtrr.ss of Anirdiiaqar ; or the rajiid and nin.strrly inovr- 
nu-nts made hy General elleslcy, after tlio rednrtioti 
of that i.uportant garrison ; hut sliall hn.sten to notice 
the haltle of r hich alone might for ever immor- 

talize the name of Sir Arthur Welle.slcy. 

Having nrrivetl at Xaulnair on t!ic ever memorahle 
23rd of Septomlna-, he received information tJiat the 
comhined Mahralla army wa.s posted within six miles of 
the ground which he ititended to occupy ; hut that the 
enemy had indicated an intention of breaking up hi.s camp 
and retreating, on the approach of the British army. 

General Wellesley instantly perceived tliat not a 
moment was to he lost ; and, with a boldness of resoivc 
which shewed the vigour of his judgment, dclerinined to 
move forward and force the enemy to a general enf>-af>-c- 
mchl, although Colonel Stevenson’s subsidiary division, 
which had marched by a difl’crcnt route, Imd not joined 
]iim as he had expected.' 

This resolution having been adopted, lie lialtcd rjrr 



128 HISTORY OP NAPOLEON BONAPARTE, 

Battle of Assye. 

refreshed his army,, \rhich had that morning marched 
fourteen mites, Heithca moved forward ; and after a 
further inarch of six miles, performed under, the] rays o) 
a scorching sun, he cjime in sight of the enemy,: posted 
witli his right on the village of'Bokerdun, and liis left on 
tliat of Assye on the northern bank of the river-Kailreah, 
near to the Adjuntec pass. j i.. ^ i. 

* Scindeah's army consisted of 38,600. cavalry, 10,500 
regular infantry, 500 match-locks, , 600 jocket men, and 
190 pieces of ordnance. . <, 

General Wellesley's army consisted of only 4500. men, 
of whom 2000 alone were Europeans;— ai frightful ine- 
quality 1 and Iiardly compensated, even thejsuperior 
prowess and coolness of the British army; but the 
eminent abilities of their leader compensated for every 
other difficulty. . ■ . , 

The British General approached in front of the enemy’s 
right ; but finding he had posted his infantry nnd,guns on 
the left, he resolved to make his attack , there, made ithe 
necessary moveraent for that purpose, and placed the 
British cavalry in the fear, to cover the infantry ns they 
moved round; while on his right flank .he .stationed the 
cavalryof the Peishwah and^Nizam. i.v . . 

He then forded tUeiriver beyond the left of the enemy, 
and formed his army in order of battle, extending his in- _ 
fantry in two lines, tlie British cavalry in a third, as a re- 
serve, and posting the auxiliary nalivo force so as to coi er 
the left flank of the whole, menaced by a large body of 
the enemy’s cavalry, which had ■' followed them from the 
right of their own position. • ■ 

Ibc enemy had, by this time, commenced' a distant 
cannooadc, wlien General Wellesley evinced an IntentJnn 
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" The Enemy forced to rctirb. 

of attaolviug' their loft ; they then -changed their. po.sition 
M'ith great steadiness, as clearly perceiving the mode in 
■which they Nvcrc to he attacked. . . .... 

The British now advanced, imder a.inost tremendous 
fire of nearly 150 pieces of the enemy’s ordnance, , ex- 
tremely well served. . The English artillery,, in turn, 
opened upon the enemy, at an interval of about 100 
yards ; but were soon rendered incapable of advancing, 
•fi-om the number of men and bqilocks that had fallen. 

Such . a circumstance induced the British .General to 
abandon his guns, and to try the event of a close coinbat. 
Putting himself, therefore, at the head of his whole lino, 
and placing the British cavalry, .under Colonel Maxwell, 
to cover his right, he advanced with such intrepidity, as 
completely disniayed the Mahrattas. 

Tvotwithstanding their numerous artillery, the cncmj’s 
forces found themselves unable to withstand such a 
chai-ge, , and quickly retired upon his secojid line, 
which he had posted in front of tlie Juab river. 

Here the- 74th regiment, -which covered the right of 
the British line, having suffered severely by the enemy’ 
cannon, was charged by a body of Mahratta cavalry ; 
but the British cavalry posted on the right, having re- 
pulsed them, charged, in turn, with .such resistless im- 
petuosity, that several of the enemy’s battalions were 
driven into the Juah with immense slaughter. 

The enemy’s line now gave way in all directions, mnd 
were pursued by Colonel Maxwell, at the head of the 
British cavalry, across 4he Juah river, beyond which they 
were cut down in great numbers, - ^ 

Several of the enemy’s guns 'had been unavoidably left 
in the rear, during tlie heat of the action ; at this period 
they were turned upon the British troops in advance, by 
non. Ill, — NO. 52. 
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The Liiem> cooimencea second Action 
the perfidious Mahrattas, who had thrown themselves on 
the ground, and were consequently passed unmolested by 
the British soldiers 

Such a circumstance encouraged some of the enemy’s 
regular infantry battalions, that had retired in rather 
better order, to face about and commence a ■second action, 
which, being maintained for a short time witli great fury, 
again made tlic fortune of the day doubtful But General 
"Wellesley, with his usual gallantry, placing himself at the 
head of the 78tli regiment, and 7lh battalion of sepoys, 
compelled the parties who had seized the guns to sur* 
render , though not without some further loss, and con* 
Biderable personal danger to himself, Ins iior»e having 
been shot under him Tlie gallant Colonel Maxwcu 
finished the destruction of the enemy, by ciiarging with 
the lOtb Light Dragoons the battalions wliich had rallied, 
and which lie entirely broke and dispersed , but unfor- 
tunately fell himself m llie performance of this duty 'lliesc 
attacks, however, proved decisive to the enemy, the 
Mahrattas fled in all directions, their dead, amounting to 
1200, covered the field, and their wounded strewed tiie 
adjoining country for miles 

Ninety-eight pieces of cannon, the whole camp equi- 
pages of tile enemy, all their bullocks and camels, and a 
■vast quantity of ammunition, fell into the hands of the 
victors When wc consider that this victory was ob- 
tained by so small a number of Bntisli troops, over an 
enemy so immensely superior m numbers, comprising, at 
least, ten thousand regular infantry, formed, disciphued, 
and in part officered by "rrenchmen, supported by the 
discharge of nearly one hundred pieces of cannon, served 
almost with the precision and science of Frenth artillery, 
while hordes of Mahratta cavaliyi to the amount of forty 
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Deftat of the Rajah of Bcrar’s Army at Agram. 

tliousand, hovered around, ready to cut in upon and 
annihilate the little hand, if the smallest disorder or mis- 
talie bad taken place during- the engagement; — if Ave 
consider all these circumstances, conjoined Avith tlic 
glorious result Avhich followed the engagement, Ave must 
rank this victory among the most brilliant AA'hich have 
ever been obtained by British courage and skill. 

General Wellesley noAV turned his attention to the 
Rajah of Berar’s army, Avhich, after a most fatiguing and 
unremitted pursuit, from the 25th of October until the 
25th of November, he succeeded in overtaking-. 

. This army he defeated on the plains of Agram, in as 
decisive a manner as he had done that of Scindeah at 
Assye, capturing the Avhnle of their elephants and bag- 
gage, 38 pieces of cannon, and all their ammunition. 

The General then turned his victorious arms against 
the only remaining important fortress belonging to the 
enemy — an almost impregnable citadel, named GaAvilghar 
seated on the summit of a steep hill. 

On the night of the 12th of December, the batteries 
Avere opened, and a practicable breach having been 
effected, on the morning of the 14th it Avas carried by 
escalade. 

By these brilliant enterprises, the Avar having been 
brought to a conclusion, the Rajah of Berar, terrified and 
amazed at the rapidity of General Wellesley’s operations, 
determined on concluding- a peace, Avithout -waiting for 
the concurrence of his ally, Scindeah. This Avas instantly 
made knoAAm to the Bi-itish General ; and negociations 
having been commenced on the 16th of December, the 
treaty of peace, between the British Government in 
India and the Rajah of Berar, Avas actually concluded 
the day folloAving. 

s 2 
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General Wellesley created Knigbt of the Bath,') 

T On liic 80tli of December General Wellesley bad Ibe 
good fortuilc to conclude a peace witli Scindeali. ’Botli 
treaties -were speedily ratified by tbo'Govefnbr'gcneral 
at Calcutta,' and excited the admiration ‘of ‘India, not* 
ohly for the decisionund dispatch with which tliesc acts 
of dtplomacy were executed, hiU for the rodderation and. 
equity which were evident m the' conditions. General* 
Wellesley, in ’the whole of this contest. ’pfoie'd to the 
world' that hb ^possessed, in an eminent' degfee, those 
talfents for council,' as wfeH as for the' field, which cannot, 
without the greatest disadvabtagc, be separated. ' 

The Mahratta var heiorf thus brought to a conclusion. 
General Wdllesley found the ‘reward of his victories in 
the gratitude and love of liis countrymen. ‘A-, sword, 
valued at 1000/. was presented by thb inhabitants of 
Calcutta. Thanks were voted to him by both houses of 
Parliament ; and his Sovereign honoured him by creating 
him a Knight of the Bath. Added to wMdh, the com- 
panions of his toils affd' dangers, as a tok^n of tlieir 
esteem and regard, presented him with a golden STise, of 
2000 guinfeasWalue, * ' J ' ^ 

Early in 1805, Sir Arthur, loaded with wealth and 
honours, so bravely and so nobly won, returned to his 
friends in his native country. ' '* ' 

' Soon' after his return, he accompanied Lord Cathcart 
in his cxpedition'to Hanover, os commander ofa‘ brigade; 
and this army having ogam returned to England, ho was 
appointed to IhetASmraUnd of a district on tlie const. On 
the death of Marquis Cornwolb^, he gratified with 
the colonelcy- of the ’33rd regiment, in which -bo had 
served thirteen years ns Lietftenant-Oolonel. • ' 

Sir Artlmr Wellesley, during the aliort-lived adminis 
tralion of liord Grenville, represented an Irish borough 
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Sir Arthur Wellesley goes with the Expedition against Copenhagen. 

in the British Parliament, and took an active part in the 
debates, as far as they concerned his brother, Marqms 
Wellesley, whose measures, while Governor'general of 
India, were then under discussion. r 

On the appointment of the Duke of Richmond to be 
Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland, Sir Arthur was declared 
his chief Secretary, and aceompanied his Grace to that 
kingdoni. We do not take upon us to .dilate upon the 
services exhibited by the General, during 'this and other 
employments of this nature, in which he was engaged ; 
but to relate his achievements. 

When Lord Cathcart proceeded to the Baltic, with 
the expedition against Copenhagen, Sir Arthur com- 
manded a division, and distinguished himself by defeating 
a detachment of Danes near Kioge ; by which victory, 
30 officers, and 1500 men, with 14 pieces of cannon, and 
a quantity of powder and ammunition, fell into our pos- 
session. 

Soon after this event, Copenhagen having surrendered. 
Sir Arthur was employed, Avith Sir Home Popham and 
Lieutenant-Colonel Murray, to conduct the capitulation 
of that city. 

“ The brilliancy of the battle of Assye,” says a modern 

writer, “ was lost in the great distance of the scene, and 

in the little interest with which Indian affairs are re- 

\ 

garded in Europe. The island of Zealand was nearer 
home, and the importance of the battle of Kioge was 
tlierefore better understood. All the officers and soldiers 
concerned, concurred in his (Sir Arthur’s) praises, ” Sir 
Arthur returned to Great Britain, with a most consider- 
able addition to his former reputation. 

We here close this first stage of the public life of this 
very distinguished and accomplished character, previously 




134 HISTORY OF NAPOLEON BONAPARTE, 


Retrospect ofCircumstances. 

lo his sailing from Ireland to take the command of the 
expedition to Portugal and Spain, of which we resume 
the subject when we arrive at that splendid era, when the 
fate of kingdoms, and the recovery of Europe, depended 
on the prowess and the vast talents of this wonder of the 
age. The slight sketch, however, which we have al- 
ready given, will serve as an index, how determined, how 
resolute in all his enterprises, and with what rapidity he 
followed up every advantage that occurred. 


CHAPTER IX. 

It will be necessary here lo detain the reader’s atten- 
tion with a retrospect of \arious circumstances, proper 
to be stated preparatory lo the great events, which were 
now about to astonish the world ; and to occupy this 
chapter witii a detail of the means by which France had 
acquired her ascendancy over the Continent, hy way of 
connecting our narrative. 

Sir Jaha Moore’s cxpeA'tion, iftougit unhappy for that 
hra\e General, having thwarted for the presentNapoledn’s 
gigantic project upon Spain, that hero thought it ad- 
viscahle to relinquish his design of marching upon Cadiz 
and Liabon, 'and therefore quitted Spain to make uar 
upon Austria. But the Patriots did not profit much by 
the favourable opportunity wWrh his absence afforded ; 
for the army of Cuesta, after a severe engagement, was 
defeated at Medclin, and SouUhad advanced from Gul- 
heia into Portugal, and took possession of Oporto. 
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Consequences of the Treaty between Great Britain and Spain. 

About this period, however, a treaty of alliance having; 
been entered into between Great Britain and Spain, 
another army was sent to the Peninsula, under the com 
mand of Sir Arthur Wellesley, who partly effected the 
expulsion of the French from Portugal ; and some time 
afterwards, proceeding into Spain, joined the army of the 
Patriots under Cuesta. They had formed tlie rash and 
hazardous design of marching to JMadrid, apparently 
without maturely weighing the probable force which the 
French could oppose to them. At Talavera they en- 
countered the army under Joseph Bonaparte, aided by 
Jourdan, Victor, and Sebastiani ; and, after a severe 
engagement, the British gallantly repelled the enemy, 
who retreated in regular order across tlie Alberchd. 
But this brilliant affair was no sooner achieved, than in- 
telligence arrived that Soult, Ney, .and Mortier, ^Ylth 
their joint corps, had advanced through. Estremadura, 
and Avere already in the rear of the British. Sir Arthur 
Wellesley retired on Portugal, leaving Cuesta to guard 
Talavera, who was> soon obliged, by the approach of the 
French, to retreat ; leaving the sick and wounded to the 
mercy of the enemy. The British forces retreated to 
Badajos, and there remained for the rest of the year. In 
the oattle of Alha de Torraes and of Ocana, the Spanish 
armies, after a vigorous resistance, were defeated and 
disp*ersed, and thus the campaign terminated. Perhaps 
the only beneficial result was the proof given by the 
Patriots, that, under a wise and efficient government, they 
might have been able, if not to recover their country from 
the dominion of the French, at least to have made a 
resistance so formidable, as to insure better terms in the 
event of a negociation. The Central Junta, acting pro- 
visionally for Ferdinand VII. were distracted by politica 
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din’erences, and fettered by stubborn and deep-rooted 
prejudices. They seemed to doubt lio’v far ‘they might 
hurt the^ people witli the defence of their own rights ; 
and acted as if under an implied obligation to transmit 
the government, in all its hereditary imperfections and 
venerable deformity, into the hands of their Sovereign. 
The Regency of Portugal pursued the same indecisive 
course. To this may ,be traced that total want of plan 
which attended all the operations of the Patriot armies, 
disabling them from acting with their allies, and rendering 
victor5 useless, and defeats irreparable. Far from an- 
ticipating^the measures which the French Emperor an- 
nounced^ for bettering the condition of the people, they 
rejected a maxim confirmed by all experience, and refused 
to be taught by an enemy. Tlie contest thus resolved 
itself into tlio^ resistance of a weak despotism against 
a strong ^one, and its final issue was only retarded by the 
popular instinct of liberty, wliicU is ever at war with the 
common principles of both. The British jllinislry, aware 
of the mischiefs caused by the indecisive measures of the 
Spanish Junta, sent the Marquis Wellesley as ambassa- 
dor, who made many earnest attempts to persuade llicra 
to alter their policy, and to adopt a hoe of conduct better 
calculated to promote the success of the common cause. 
Tlie only point in which they appear to Im\c complied 
with his representations, and to which they acceded wilJi 
evident reluctance, was the assembling of the Cortes. A 
proclamation to ibis elTcct was issued, appointing an 
early period, as Uie time of their com ocation. 

THie British Ministry Imd, at dils period, a very hara 
task to encounter. Uhey h.id a powerful foe to encoun- 
ter, as vvcU as Uie most consummate politics, with which 
bc'vvas assisted by some of the most shrewd characters in 
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Inilivii {<u\t sjstnf nl fim! uA* (i i‘fr Uu U' I’l-n* !U ; suut tljr 
Sj'.5uk.i<K. !t! tou'-iiji* iv'i- nt ?!)' u .‘.pplit .iijnu {or Hrili'h 
uiil sn n'jKilur.,' thr rr.-i't !i >t><tn lh>nr I’riutiMita, rsniiitl, 
to tln ir ;ui\;uUa;;r. Usat in vjn'in tin-'. Is.ul applird 

veil* luU l>;» ari! in afi'onfinc ptoNction in n }:iHui 

caii'-o. 

'I'!u' Spntn.\r<l‘'. as v.i!! tm the r<irtnj;tn"-r, liaii \t'ry 

racrnlU « Ap' ricJicrd tlu' inavnv tif tlir l-in>;Iish in liicir 

Javonr, in uliitli t!ic pn>v.(".-. nf thi' finrt*. ni)tU‘r Sir 

Arthur \V<llf''lrv h.;d ^^a>J^l’ ^n I'K'tnnm'ntlv- IJnl 
• • • 

Britain, im\\iiiinj; to rN('f«-is<' iViiniKiiip in' iiithix-, Inul 
njtprupnal'Hl n pnrtinn x-vetme in .sujipnrt of 

till', conuium cuum*. In fart, it v, a** IVoin tin; \ii.s( 
assislancc forwanlt-il rnun the Ilritxli shoirs, that any 
thin*; like n 5jiirit of re;dis!:incc against l-Vent h Itranny, 
slavery, and roiihery, appeared to agitate thr>se for uhoin 
such sacrinee.s had heon made, and sueh generosity hecn 
exhibited, merely on a riscjue. 

Let us tiikc a \io\v of the affairs of A iStria. AflcJ' 
humiliating herself in every possible way to tbc French 
Frnjieror, she found it impossible to oblrun peace on 
terms eomputiblc, even with her existence, as an inde- 
pendent nation ; she tliorelorc was compelled to place 
her army on a war establishment, and waited a favourable 
opportunity for commencing liostilities. Tiii.s opportunity 
occurred whilst Napoleon was occupied in Spain, and 
the Austrian cabinet evinced a disposition to embrace it ; 
but his sudden return to Paris totally disconcerted their 
"OL. in. — NO. 52. 


T 
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measures It'sras, howeter, now too \ate to retract, and 
»n consequence, tbe Anstnan Got eminent was under the 
necessity of commencing hostilities, by the invasion of 
Bavaria. Napoleon lost no time, but immediately placed 
himself at the head of his army, broke up that of the 
Austrians into sev eral divisions, and having successively 
routed them, advanced to Vienna, which surrendered 
after a short resistance He then crossed the Danube, 
and attacked the Archduke Charles, who, after a tremen- 
dous conflict, obtained a decisive victory, and compelled 
the French to retire , but, ftom want of proper support, 
was unable to follow up his success This was the crisis 
of the war. all Germany ripe for revolt, nothing seemed 
to be wanting to give a favourable turn to the affairs of 
the Continent, but that formidable dnersion which Great 
Britain liad for a long time been preparing. So pre- 
carious indeed was the state of the French at this period, 
and for some time subsequent, that the Duke of Bruns- 
wick Oels, wth a small force, was able to make an almost 
unmolested retreat, from the heart of Saxony to the 
shores of tlie Baltic, and the gallant Colonel Schill, by 
his spinted exertions, had become so very formidable, as 
to occasion an expression of alarm in the French bul- 
jebns At this moment ensued the fatal battle of 
Wagram, an account of which we subjoin, as given by 
the Austrian Journals * 

“ By the 4th, (of July, 1809,) the enemy had com- 
pleted the new bridge from tlic Isle of Lobnn across a 
branch of the Danube, m which he was much favoured 
both by the ground and by an immense number of 
crtilfcry. Hio Imperial and Royal army was drawn op 
on the eminence behind thenvulet lluss, extending its 
right wing beyond Sussessbrunn and Kagran, and its 
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The Enemy rcncv,-s his vVttack. 

loft . bojond Markgrafcn-Ncusictl'cl. The centre was 
posted near Wagrain. The enemy having, in the night 
between the 4th and 5t]i, crossed over to the left bank of 
the Danube, large masses appeared very early in the 
morning in the plain. Not long before noon he attacked 
the line of the Imperial and Iloyal army in all its points. 
But his greatest exertions were directed against tlie 
centre, probably with a view of forcing it. His attacks, 
though repeated with the greatest impetuosity, and sup- 
ported by an immense number of ordnance, among which 
were many batteries of tlie heaviest calibre, proved this 
day abortive. The firing ceased at ten o’clock at night. 
The Imperial and Boyalarmy had, on the whole of its line, 
maintained its positions and made a considerable number 
of prisoners, among whom there are many Saxon, Baden- 
ese, Italian, and Portuguese soldiers. 

“ On the 6tb, in the morning at four o’clock, the enemy 
renewed his attacks with 'still larger masses and greater 
impetuosity than on the preceding day. Even thus his 
efforts against the centre and the right wing Avere attended 
with so little success, that the latter had even gained such 
advantages, as to justify the expectation of the completes! 
victory, Avben the enemy, with fresh divisions and great 
superiority, suddenly penetrated the left wing near Mack- 
grafen-Neusiedel, and succeeded, after an obstinate en- 
gagement, in compelling it to retreat. One of the wings 
ofthe Iloyal and Imperial army being thereby exposed, his 
Imperial and Royal Highness the Archduke and General- 
issimo, has directed the refteat by the way of Siammers- 
dorf and the Bisamhill, in consequence of which the army 
occupies a new position, covering the communication with 
Bohemia. This retreat was made good in the best order, 
and without material loss. 
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Result of the Battle of W^^ranu 

“ In the centre, as well as m th** right the enemy 
sufleretl ^e^y considerably. Six thousand pnsonera were 
taken from him, among whom were three Generals 
likewise lost twelve cannon with ammunition, and was in 
every respect so much weakened, that he has not attempted 
since to pursue the I{o)ai and Imperial army further — 
General Lasalle is among his dead 

** Tlie Impenal aud Royal army has also to lament a 
great loss. In General Nordman it has been deprned 
of a very eminent olBcer. Generals Peter Vccsal, 
D’Aspre, and Vukassovitz, are without hopes of re 
covery. Generals Pnnee of Hesse Homberg, Stutter- 
heira, and Paab, are less severely wounded His Imperial 
lZigbne»s the Generalissimo Inmself, and Prince Lichx 
tensteiD, received slight musket>wounds, which, however, 
'Will not be attended witli any dangerous consequences 
It remains to be obser\ed, (hat the who^e army has 
again alforded such proofs of courage and perse> 
verance, as not to cloud our future prospects with any 
apprehensions ’ 

Though the preceding account of this bailie, guen 
officially by the Austnans, may appear in some degree of 
a favourable naCure , jet the results of that battle were 
very humiliating to the German Emperor and his do- 
minions. Napoleon, whose a».tive and unoasj spirit was 
ever on the alert, pushed llie adv antages he h id thus 
gained to the uttermost, liii> numerous hosts bore down 
all before them , and as neither he nor Ins armiLS were 
particular in their destructive policy of inaraudiug and 
indiscriminate spoil, wherever they gaintd advantage, 
we must not be surprised that np terms of regular warfare 
were attended to, and that every mctliod was resorted to, 

10 strike terror among the vanquished This was 
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ovit\onUy case in'llio haU\c of Wagnua, hi Avhich the 
Austrians were routed, and their I'hnperor eonipellcd to 
sue for an nrniisticc, which, after a protracted negocialion, 
was followed by a treaty of peace. According to tho 
terms of this treaty, Austria ceded a great portion of her 
territory; agreed to a contribution to indemnify France 
for the cxpcnecs of the war; and acknowledge .Toseph 
Bonaparte King of Spain. I'c the King of Bavaria she 
gave up Saltzliurg, and a tract of country along the 
banks of the Danube, from Passau to Linfz. To tho 
lung of Saxony she yielded the whole of Western 
Gallicia ; to Russia so much of the eastern part of that 
province as contained a population of 400,000 souls. 
To Franee she ceded Finnic and Trieste, with the whole 
of the country south of the Saavc, to where that river 
enters Bosnia. She also gave up the inhabitants of the 
Tyrol, on condition of their receiving from Bonaparte a 
full and free pardon. 

This brave people liad manifested an heroic .spirit of 
independence, and continued to resist the French long- 
after they were abandoned by the government in wliosc 
cause they fought. After repeatedly expelling the in- 
vaders of their country, they Avcrc at Icngtli subdued,' 
their gallant Chief, Hoffer, was taken, and, as no further 
mention was made of him by the captors, his fate may be 
but too well conjectured. 

During this eventful period, Sweden had become tho 
pi-ey of French intrigue. Impoverished by the loss of her 
detached province of Pomerania, she had been engaged 
in an arduous and unequal war against Russia, by -which 
the whole of Finland had also been wrested from her. 
The distress and misery occasioned by these misfortunes 
were aggravated liy the eruption of an infectious diDOvdcr, 
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Afinirs of the Turkish Kmn’irc nml llollnnil. 

peace between Great Ilritain and 'J’nrkoy her arms were 
directed against the latter powers , but, notwithstanding 
the advantage of another revolution at Constantinople, 
they were attended with no decisive success. On viewing, 
therefore, the internal condition of the Russian Rinjjirc, 
it was apparcat, that great inconvenience and nnicli dis- 
satisfaction arose from the adoption of the Frcncli anti- 
commercial system ; and these cfleots might be considered 
as tending to advance the interests of Napoleon, in 
weakening tlie government, by alienating the people from 
their monarcli. 

The Turkish Empire was at this time a prey to intes- 
tine commotions, and seemed ready to follow the fate of 
all those governments, which, in the successive convul- 
sions of Europe, by their own imbecility, and disgraceful 
adherence to feudal tyrannies, had been overthrown or 
enthralled. 

The kingdom of Holland, fitted by nature and the 
habits of its people for the pursuits of commerce, sulfcred 
so severely by the continental system, that its ruler, in 
order to relieve the distresses of his subjects, relaxed the 
severe restrictions which his brother had obliged him tc 
impose on their trade with England. This conciliatory 
policy by no means suited the arbitrary views of the 
French Despot,- who, bent on the total exclusion of the 
English from the Continent, determined to reduce all the 
states of that vast tract under an entire, submission to his 
will. He doubled the number- of custom-house officers 
in all the Dutch ports and trading towns, and ordered his 
pacific brother to Paris, to receive new lessons of disci- 
pline in the art of governing ; which was a measure pre- 
paratory to an important change, which Bonaparte bad 
in contemplation, to affect the affairs of Holland. 
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AtTairs of Pnmia aud America 

For tins purpose, ^sapolcou lound, in Ins ^onnger 
brother Jerome, a more tractable, if not a more apt 
pvipd The kingdom of Westphalia he had. consolidated 
from portions of territory and population wrested from 
Prussia, Hesse, Hanover, Brunswick, and otlier states, 
in whicli lie also formed a complete epitome of the French 
Empire, in the nature of Us legislation and government. 
The law of conscription and the sjstem of commercial 
exclusion prevailed there in full force, and reduced the 
heterogeneous mass to a condition purely military. A 
state so constituted, m the midst of what was denominated 
the llhcnish confederacy, operated as a powerful check 
on them, and reived as an appui to France, in the future 
extension of her conquests 

With respect to Prussia, that nation, paralysed by the 
shock of the French arms. Us finances ruined, and its 
resouiccs destroyed by the dire effects, of war, monopoly, 
and abusive restrictions, Ind indeed become equally 
insignidcant, both as a military and as a commercial 
state. 

Lot us take a summary retrospect across the Atlantir, 
and we shall find, that the intercourse of America with 
Europe had been completely interrupted by the pro- 
luhitory decrees of Napoleon, and by the orders m coun- 
cil of the British government The Americans con- 
sidering these measures as equally an invasion on (heir 
commercial rights, that government passed a non intcr- 
cour'se act ngnmst both the belligerents Tlie differences 
of America with Great Britain originated m two sources, 
tlic attack on the Chesapeake frigate, and the above 
orders m council Tlio Bnlish minister, Mr. Erskine, 
had offered reparation for the one, and a suspension of 
he other, on condition that America should renew liri 
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intercourse ^vitll Great Britain. These proposals were 
received with great satisfaction, nnd preparations wcrc 
nmking to revive the tradcj rvlieii orders arrived for the 
rccal of Mr. Ershinc, declaring that the arrangoniont lie 
had made rvas unauthorised by his instructions. Mr. 
Jackson, who succeeded him, had to renew the ncgociation 
under the disadvantages arising from the disappainlmcnt 
of the Americans, among whom he was on other ac- 
counts in)popular. A conespondcjicc took place be. 
tween him and the Secretary of the United States, whiclj, 
as it consisted chicfl}’ in rccinmination on their respective 
governments, tended rather to aggravate than to assuage 
tlie dispute ; and at lengUi Mr. Jackson became so ob- 
noxious, tliat the American ministers declined all further 
intercourse until him. 

The fairest opportunity for terminating the dispute had 
certainly been afibidcd by Mr. Erskinc’s aiTangement; 
and it is much to be lamented, that the British govern- 
ment had not confirmed it, although, at the same time, it 
might have been proper to recal the negociator. 

The Americans sought an equivalent for the loss of 
commerce, by promoting agriculture and domestic manu- 
factures; and it was a subject of exultation in Mr. 
J efFerson’s (the president) speech, “ that the arbitrary 
edicts of the contending powers had produced a revolu- 
tion in the pursuits and habits of the people, and had 
directed them to improve their internal resources, and 
thus to render themselves less dependant on foreign inter- 
course.” 

Among the other transatlantic states, the extraordinary 
events of revolutionary principles produced in Europe 
had tended to foment changes. France lost her few re- 
maining possessions, and was frush'ated in her design of 
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subjugating the Spanish colonies. The arbitrary and 
absurd policy winch tlie mother country had, from the 
earliest times, exercised towards these dependencies, did 
not entirely alienate them ; and, probably, their attach^ 
ment was rather strengthened by a sense of indignation 
at the insults and oppresMons of their new enemy. Yet 
nnny expressions of public feeling testified that the time 
was fast approaching, when, by the natural course of 
Imman alTairs, they should assert their independence. 
The conduct of Great Britain towards them grounded 
her alhance with Spain, and she abjured every project of 
seconding- revolutionary proceedings, and of severing 
those possessions from the dominion of Ferdinand VII. 
With respect to the Brarils, the trade of Great Bntain 
though necessarily limited, was rendered more productive 
hy the abolition of certain vexatious imports and by other 
beneficial measures to which the Portuguese court acceed*' 
ed, for the mutual benefit of the two countries. 

We have yet to learn from experience whether the com- 
mercial advantage*! at all times, arising from our acrjuisi- 
tions in the W est Indies, arc capable of counterbalancing 
to uft the loss of our European marh.ets In a military 
pc«ot of view, it certainly may fairiy be questioned, 
whether tlie necessary dram of valuable troops m retain 
mg them can be adequately repaid by ony accessions 
however apparently important. 

The East Indies were now threatened hy foreign hostil- 
ities, and internal disputes , for Buonaparte, by means of 
his diplomatic and nnUlaty emissaries, had endeavoured 
to persuade the court of Persia to imhc war on the Eng- 
lish possessions. Tlie governor general mido warlike de- 
monstrations against that empire, but at the same time 
ihvpolched Sir TTarford Jones os ambassador, who sue 
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Mr. Curwen's Bill Passed. 

leeded in destroying the French influence ; andthe good 
understanding thus restored with Great Britain, was tes- 
tified on the part of the Persian government by the arrival 
of an embassy to London. At Madras, however, discord 
gained its malign influence, by disputes of a serious 
nature which took place between the civil and military 
governments, arising from certain allegations of grievance 
by the officers who commanded the native troops ; and 
matters grew so serious, that an appeal was made to the 
governor in council, who was compelled to adopt severe 
and rigorous measures before the restoration of tranquillity 
could be established. 

In reverting to the affairs of Great Britain, during this 
period, we find that the labours of ministers, for the de- 
liverance of the continent, were interrupted by concerns 
of a domestic nature, which occupied parliament during 
almost the whole of the session of 1809. An investiga- 
tion into conduct highly reprehensible, which led to the 
discovery of many public abuses wherein persons of high 
rank and office were implicated. Although these abuses 
were notorious, yet the principal delinquents escaped 
punishment, it being deemed more expedient to provide 
security for the future, than to obtain indemnity for the 
past. For the prevention of the sale of seats in the house 
of commons, (a practice destructive of all public and pri- 
vate integrity,) several plans were brought forward and 
rejected. The enactment of Mr. Curwen’s bill, for better 
securing the purity of parliament, was however, at lengto, 
after several modifications enacted. 

The correspondence, occasioned by the overtures of 
the Russian and French emperors from Erfurth, was laid 
before both houses and painly demonstrated the im- 
possibility of making peace, consistently Avith those priuci* 
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Sir Jolin Stuart's £xiie<2i(lon sgainst Itaiy, fc. 

pies wbich Great Britain had proclaimed, and acted upon 
throughout the war, and more, particularly after the com- 
mencement of the war in Spmn. On the renewal of war 
between Austria and France, it was resolved to second 
the exertions of our ally, by creating a most powerful di- 
version in her favour. With this view, preparations had 
been made for a moat extensive and formidable expedition, 
which should not only relieve Austria from the pressure 
of the war by distracting the attention of the enemy, but 
at the same lime accomplish an object .highly important 
to the interests of Great Britain. While the roost nuxious 
endeavours were making to hasten the execution of this 
plan, Jt was also deemed expedient to commence hostilities 
in another quarter. With this view. Sir John Stnart, 
who commanded the British forces in Sicily, undertook 
an expedition against the south of Italy and the kingdom 
of Naples. , He embarked with 15,000 British, and was 
soon atterwards joined by a body of Sicilians, under one 
of the native princes. The better to secure the , object 
of his expedition, be sent a detachment to l^owcr Calabria^ 
which seized the line of posts that the French hud formed 
opposite Messina. With his main bedy he proceeded 
against the islands of Ischia and Procida,,and in a short 
time captured both these islands ; hut Ibis success only 
afforded the means for ascertaining that .the great object 
of the expedition, was unattainable. Murat had rccalM 
considerable force winch was on its inarch to co-.opori»|ii 
with the French in the North. lie had likewise colltclfl'* 
a body of national guards, and was further rcmrori<ed,ln 
by llie troops winch had taken possession of the I’apul 
stat.:s. Tn addition to the resistance to bo expected from [ 
ibis concentrated force, the apathy ^of tlic Neapolitans, to, 
any proposal of deliverance, operated as a scriousYib- 





t 


AND WARS OF ED ROPE. 


149 


Expedition under Chatham lands at Walchercn. 

Stacie. They chose to submit to the tyrannny of theii' 
usurpers rather than make any effort to restore their 
legitimate sovereign, from whom they had not been taught 
*^0 expect any very earnest endeavours for the bettering 
f their condition. Yet, notwithstanding this disappoint- 
ment, Sir John Stuart deemed it advisable to retain 
Ischia, in order to control the operations of the enemy, 
and to prevent him from sending any assistance to the 
army in Upper Italj After some further hostilities, how- 
ever, during which tiie castle of Scilla was taken, and for 
a short time held by the British, the increased force of 
the French rendered it necessary to evacuate our con- 
quests, and the troops at length returned to Sicily. 

Meanwhile, th'e preparations, that were making on the 
English coast for a grand expedition, were stimulated 
and encouraged by the reverses of the French on the 
Danube, and by the reviving spirit of the German pa- 
triots. A force amounting to upwards of 40,000 men, 
aided by nearly thirty sail of the line, and a full quota of 
frigates, gun boats, &c. forming the most numerous and 
well appointed armament that ever left the shores of this 
rountry, was at length in perfect readiness for sailing, 
when intelligence arrived announcing the defeat of the 
Austrians at Wagram, and the armistice between thc- 
emperors of Austria and France. A reverse, so untoward, 
occasioned serious embarrassment, but the cause was not 
on that account given up for lost ; the impression made 
by a force so mighty, might give new impulse to the war, 
arid at all events might answer the other purpose for 
which it was destined, the captuie of Antwerp and of 
the French navy in the Scheldt. The expedition, under 
the command of the Earl of Chatham, sailed, and landing 
’ Walchcrcn, after a fortnight’s siesce took Flushing. 
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It "Was soon afterwards discovered that the ulterior ob- 
jects of the enterprise were defeated. The French liad 
by some means or other acquired au early iotimatiou of 
the point to which this great armament would be directed ; 
and before it left the English coast, had taken measures 
for the defence of Antwerp, and for the protection of the 
navy stationed there. I*ord Chatham, determining not 
to sacriQce the lives of his soldiers to the attainment 
of a fruitless victory, embarked with the greater part 
of the army and retamed home; the troops that re- 
mained, gave up all their conquests except Walcheron, 
which the British ministry determined to retain, as a key 
to the Scheldt, and as an entrepot for the trade between 
Great Britain and Holland. Here the troops were attack- 
ed by an enemy far more formidable than the French 
army, a pestilential fever incident to (be climate. Against 
this foe a reinforcement of physicians was sont, whoso 
operations, combined with that oflhe frost, partly checked 
its ravages. Still the mortality was dreadful, and there- 
fore a greater loss to tho nation than could e'er be com- 
pensated by the retention of so dear-bought a conquest. 
Tho army, thinned and weakened by disease, quitted and 
destroyed the barracks they had built, blew up the forti- 
fications they had repaired, evacuated tins ill-fated island, 
and returned to England. 
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CHAPTER X. 


It seemed now as though Bonaparte was an instru- 
ment doomed by the Almighty, in his own inscrutable 
ways, to be the instrument of destruction to all the em- 
pires and kingdoms of the continent; and that all oppo- 
sition to him, as far as the continent was concerned, was 
straggling against an invincible necessity. 

The Austrian government was now upon the point of 
terminating a negotiation forpeacewith France — a peace 
most humiliating ; but how could it act otherwise ? All 
the conditions of the armistice subsequent to the battle of 
Wagram had been fulfilled ; a circumstance, which of 
itself had left Austria defenceless : so that were that 
government to break with Napoleon, he had it in his 
power to annihilate the Austrian name. The archduke 
Charles of Austria had retired in disgust of the army : for 
he had lamentably perceived, that that army, so brave in 
. former campaigns, had forborn their accustomed prowess, 
had given disgraceful advantage to the enemy, and con- 
sequent defeat. His highness also seemed to think that 
some hidden cause had furthered the disaster; and that 
those who professed themselves at the court of Vienna to 
be the friends of the sovereign and of the state, were 
much wanting in substantiating their professions. Indeed 
he might have been induced to form his opinions that - 
Austria had been con quered on account of thosewho basked 
in'the affluence which their mere rank had procured for 
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Ibem and which had also filled all the offices in the state 
and the army. Such men as these were the most likely 
to sell their country to a AindicUv'e enemy, or to have 
betrayed it by their cowarffice. It was equally mischiev- 
ous to the country, which was desolated and enslaved at 
the will of one who abided by no principles of rectitude to 
accomplish lus boundless ambition. 

Spain had \mdoubtcdIy been conquered on account of 
the actual degeneracy of the whole nation ; the king, the 
nobility, and the whole people formed a disordered mass, 
liable to any impression ; and, therefore, an easy prey to 
any bold intruder. The generous assistance to save tliem 
from ruin bad been ineffectual; and the hero who had 
done so much in their favour at the battle of Tolavera, 
had found it necessary to retreat to Dele} tosa. The in* 
convciiiencies nbich he sustained are best described in 
liis own dispatches to lord CasUcrcagh t ’ 

My Lord, A«g. 8,1809. 

“ I apprise your Lordship, on the first instant, of the 
advance of a French corps towards tho Puerto dc Banos, 
and of the probable embarrassments to tbc operations of 
the army which its arrival at Plasencia would occasion • 
and these cmharrassmcnls having since existed to a degree 
so considerable as to oblige us to fall back, and to take 
up a defensive position on (he Tagus, I am induced to 
trouble you at length \ntli an account of what has passed 
upon this subject 

“When I entered Spain, I had a communication ndtli 
General Cucsla, through Sir Robert Wilson and Colonel 
Roche, respecUng the occupation of the Puerto do Banos 
and the Puerto de Perales, the former of which, it was at 
last settled, should be held by a corps to be formed under 
the Marquis de la Reyna, to consist of two battalions 
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from General Cuesta’s army, and two IVom Bejar ; and 
that the Puerto de Perales was to be taken care of by the 
Duque del Parque, by detachments from the garrison of 
Ciudad Podrigo. 

“ I doubted of the capacity of the garrison of Ciudad 
ilodrigo to make the detachment to the latter, but so 
little of the effectual occupation of the former, that in 
writing to Marshal Beresford on the 17tli July, 1 desired 
him to look to the Puerto de Perales, but that I con- 
sidered Banos as secure, as appears by the extract ' ot 
my latter which I inclose. 

“ On the 30th intelligence was received at Talavera, 
that 12,000 rations had been ordered at Puente Duenof; 
for the 28th, and 24,000 at Los Santos for the same day, 
for a French corps, which it was believed was on its 
march towards the Puerto de Banos. 

“ General Cuesta expressed some anxiety respecting 
this post, and sent me a message, to propose that Sir 
Robert Wilson should be sent there with his corps. 

“ Sir Robert was on that day at Talavera, but his 
corps was in the Mountains towards Escalona ; and as he 
had already made himself very useful in that quarter, and 
bad been near Madrid, with which City lie had had a 
communication, which I was desirous of keeping up, I 
proposed' that a Spanish corps should be sent tO' Banos 
without loss of time. 

“ I could not prevail with Gen. Cuesta, although he 
certainly admitted the necessity of a reinforcement, when 
he proposed that Sir Robert should be sent to Banos ; 
and he was equally sensible with myself, of the benefit to 
oe derived to the cause, fi’om sending Sir. Robert back 
.0 Escalona. 

«* At this time we had no further intelligence of the ene- 
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Afiatr* of Ihc Army in Spam 

ray's advance, tLan that the rations wete ordered , aui 
I had hopes that the enemy might be deterred from advan* 
cing, by the intelligence of oar success on the 28th, and 
that the troops m the Puerto might make some defence , 
and that under these circumstances, it was not desirable 
to divert Sir Robert Wilson from Escalona 
“ On the 30th, however, I renevred my application to 
General Cuesta, to send there a Spanish division of suffi- 
cient strength, m a letter to General O’Donoglme, of 
■which I inclose a copy, but without effect , and he did 
not detach General Baaseconrt till the mormng of the 2d. 
after we had heard that the enemy had entered Bejar, and 
It was obvious that the troops in the Puerto would make 
no defence. \ 

“ On the 2d we received accounts, that the enemy had 
entered Flasencia in two columns 
“ The Marquis de la Reyna, whose two battalions con- 
sisted of only GOO men, with only 20 rounds of ammum 
lion each man, retired from the Puerto and from Plaseocia, 
without firing a shot, aud went to the bridge of Altnaraz, 
which he declared that he lutended to remove • the bat- 
talions of Bejar dispersed without making any resistance 
“ The General called upon mo on that day, aud pro- 
posed that half of the army should march to the rear to 
oppose the enemy, while the other hall should maintait 
the post at Talavera 

“ My answer was, that if fay half the army, he meant 
half of each orniy, 1 could only answer that I was ready 
ciUier to go or to stay with the whole British array, hut 
that I could not separate iL He llien desired roe to 
chuse whether I would go or stay, and I preferred to go, 
from thinking Uiat the Bntish troops ■acre most likely to 
du the business effectually, and without contest , nod 
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ffom being of opiiaon was more important to us than to 
the Spanish army, that to open the communication through 
Plasencia, although very important to them. With this 
decision, General Cuesta appeared perfectly satisfied. 

“ The movements of the enemy in our front since the 
1st, had induced me to be of opinion, that despairing of 
forcing us at Talavera, they intended to force a passage 
by Escalona, and, thus to open a communication Avith the 
French corps coming frpni Plasencia. 

“ This suspicion \yas confirmed on the night of the 2d, 
by letters received, from Sir Robert Wilson, of which I 
inclose copies,; and before I quitted Talavera on the 3d, 
I waited upon General O’Donoghue and conversed with 
him upon the whole of our situation, and pointed out to 
hin the possibility that in the case of the enemy coming 
through Escalona, General Cuesta might find himself 
obliged to quit Talavera, before I should be able to return 
to him ; and I urged him to collect all the carts that could 
be got, in order, to remove our hospital. At his desire 1 
put the purport of this conversation in writing, and sent 
him a letter to. be laid before General Cuesta, of which I 
enclose a copy. 

“ The British army marched on the 3d tqOropesa, Gene- 
ral Bassecourt’s Spanish corps being at Centinello, where 
I desired that it might halt the next day, in order that I 
might be nearer it. 

“ About five o’clock in the evening, I heard that the 
French had arrived from Plasencia at Navalmoral, where- 
by they were between us and the bridge of Almaraz. 

" About an hour afterwards, I received from Gen. 
O’Bonoghue the letter and its inciosures, of which 1 in- 
close copies, announcing to me the intention of' General 
Cuesta to march irom Talavera in the evening, -and to 

X 2 
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mys advance, than that the rations 'were ordered, aui 
I had hopes that the enemy mig’ht be deterred from advan 
cing, by the intelligence of our success on the 28th, and 
that the troops m the Puerto might make some defence , 
and that under these circumstances, it was not desirable 
to divert Sir Robert Wilson from Escalona 

“ On the 30lh, however, I renewed my application to 
General Cuesta, to send there a Spanish division of suffi- 
cient strength, in a letter to General O’Donoghue, of 
which I inclose a copy, but without effect , and he did 
not detach General Bassecourt till the morning of the 2d. 
alter we had heard that the enemy had entered Bejar, and 
U was obvious that the troops in the Puerto would make 
no defence ^ 

** On the 2d we received accounts, that the enemy had 
entered Plasencia in two columns 
** The Marquis de la Reyna, whose two baltahons con- 
sisted of only GOO men, with only 20 rounds of ammuni 
tion each man, retired from the Puerto and from Plasencia, 
without firing a shot, and went to the bridge of Almaraz, 
which he declared that he intended to remove * tlie bat- 
talions of Bejar dispersed without making any resistance 
“ The General called upon mo on that day, and pro 
posed that half of the army should march to the rear to 
oppose the enemy, while the other half should mainfan 
the post at Talavera 

** My answer was, tliat if by half Uie army, ho meant 
half of each army, I could only answer that I ivas ready 
either to go or to stay with the vvholo British arm}, but 
that I could not separate il* He llien desired me to 
chase whether I would go or stay, and I preferred to go, 
from thinking tliat the British troops Mere most likely to 
do the business effectually, and without contest, nod 
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from being of opinion was more important to us tlian to 
the Spanish army, that to open the communication through 
Plasencia, although very important to them. With this 
decision, General Cuesta appeared perfectly satisfied. 

“ The movements of the enemy in our front since the 
1st, had induced me to be of opinion, that despairing of 
forcing us at Talavera, tliey intended to force a passage 
by Escalona, and thus to open a communication -ivith tlie 
French corps coming fronr Pla.sencia. 

“ This suspicion \yas confirmed on the night of the 2d, 
by letters received, from Sir Pobert Wilson, of -which I 
inclose copies; and before I quilted Talavera on the 3d, 
I -waited upon General O’Donoghue and conversed -with 
him upon the whole of our situation, and pointed out to 
bin the possibility that in the case of the enemy coming 
through Escalona, General Cuesta might find himself 
obliged tp quit Talavera, before I should be able to return 
to him ; and I urged him to collect all the carts that could 
be got, in order to remove our hospital. At his desire 1 
put the purport of tliis conversation in writing, and sent 
him a letter to be laid before General Cuesta, of which I 
enclose a copy. 

" The British army marched on the 3d to Oropesa, Gene- 
ral Bassecourt’s Spanish corps being at Centinello, where 
I desired that it might halt the next day, in order tliat I 
might be nearer it, 

“ About five o’clock in the evening, I heard that the 
French had arrived from Plasencia at ISTavalmoral, where- 
by they were between us and th^ bridge of Almaraz. 

“ About an hour afterwards, I received from Gen. 
O’Donoghue the letter and its inciosures, of which I in- 
close copies, announcing to me the intention of General 
Cuesta to march Irom Talavera in the evening, and lo 

X 2 
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kdxe there my hospital, excepting such men as could he 
moved by the means he already had, on th** ground of his 
apprehension that I was not strong enough for the corps 
coming from Plascncia, and that the enemy was mo\ing 
upon his ilanh, and had returned to Santa Olalla in his 
front. 

“ I acknowledged that these reasons did not appear to 
me sufficient forgiving up so important apost asTamvera, 
ior exposing the combined armies to an attack in front 
and rear at the same time, and for abandoning my hos- 
pital, and I wrote the letter of which I inclose a copy, 

“ This unfortunately reached the General after ho had 
marched, and he arrived at Oropesa shortly alter dajhght, 
on the morning of the 4th. 

" The question what was to be done, was then to bo 
considered The enemy, stated to be thirty thousand 
strong, but at all events consisting of the corps of SouU 
and Ney, either united, or not very distant from each 
other, and supposed by Marshal Jourdan and Joseph Bo 
napartc, to be sufficiently strong to attack the British 
army, stated to be twenty -five thousahd strong, were on 
one side, in possession of tlic high road to the passage of 
the Tagus at Alraaraz, the bridge at which place we knew 
had been removed, although tho boats still necessarily ro« 
mained m the River. 

" On the other side, wc had reason to expect the ad- 
vance of Victor’s corpse to Talavcra, as soon as. Gen. 
Cuesta’s march should be known, and after leaving 12,000 
men to watch Vanegas, and allowing from 10 to 11,000 
killed and wounded m the late action, that corps would 
have nmounttd to 25,000 Wc could extricate ourselves 
from this difficult situation only by great cclenfy ot move* 
m<'nt, to vvliich the troops were unequal, as they hail not 
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jr.ul thoir allowance of provisions for sev(>ral days, ami by 
success in Iwo battles. If nnsuccossful in cillier, wc 
slionUl liavc been vvilhout a retreat; and ifSoultand Ney, 
avoiding- an action, had retired before ns, and had waited 
the arrival of Victor, wc should have been exposed to 
a general action with 50,000 men, etpially without a 
retreat. 


“ We had reason to expect, that as the Martpiis do la 
Ileyna could not remove the boats from the river Ahnaraz, 
Soult would have dc.slroyed t}ieG7. 

" Our only retreat was, therefore, by the bridge of An^o 
Piispo ; and if wc hud moved on, the cnem}', by breaking 
that bridge w’hilc the army should bo engaged witli Soiilt 
and Ney, would have deprived ns of that only resouroc. 

” Wc could not take a position at Oropesa, ns wc 
thereby left open the road to Hie bridge ol' Ar§o Bispo 
from Talavcra by Calcra; and, after considering the 
whole subject maturely, I was of opinion that it was ad- 
viscable to retire to the bridge of Ar^o Bispo, and to take 
up a defensive position upon the Tagus, 

“ I was induced to adopt this last opinion, because the 
French have now at least 50,000 men disposeablc to 
oppose to the combined armies, and a corps of 12,000 to 
watch Vanegas ; and I was likewise of opinion, that the 
ooner the defensive line should be taken up, the more 
ikely were the troops to be able to defend it. 

“ Accordingly I marched on the 4th, and crossed the 
Tagus by the bridge of Argo Bispo, and have continued 
my route to this place, in which I am well situated to de- 
fend the Passage of Almaraz and the lower parts of the 


Tagus. Gen. Cuesta crossed the river on the night of 
the 5th, and he is still at the Bridge of Argo Bi-spo. 

“ About 2000 of the wounded have been broun-1 

D 
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from Talavera, the remaining^ 1500 are there : and I doubt 
whether, under any circumstances, it would have been pos- 
sible or consistent ^7ith humanity, to attempt to remove 
any mote of them. 

From the treatment ^Yhich some of the soldiers wound- 
ed on 27tb, and ^yho fell into the bands of the enemy, 
experienced from them, and from the manner in which 1 
have always treated the pounded who, have fallen into my 
hands, I expect that, these men \fillbe weii treated ; and I 
have only to lament, that.{^ new concurrence of events, 
over which from circumstances I had and could have no 
controui, should have placed the army in a situation to 
he obliged to leave any of them behind. 

1 have the honour to be> &c. 

ARTHUR ■WELLESIjEY.” 

Sir Arthur was, within a sho^l time after this despatch, 
raised to the peerage of Great Britain. The grant is 
given in the- London Gwette, August 26, by .which it U 
stated that the Right Honourable Sir Arthur Wellesley, 
Knight of the most honourable order of the Bath, and 
iieutcnant-geueral of his Majesty’s forces, (and his heirs 
male lawihlly begotten) is raised to the dignity of the 
peerage by tho names, 8t)les, and titles of Baron Hours 
of Wellesley, in the countj of Somerset, and Viscount 
Wellington of Talavera, and of Wellington, in the s<dd 
county." 

A circumstance now occurred in Great Britain which 
might have been productive of >ery iinpropitious conse- 
quences. 'JThis arose from \iolcnt dissentions in ihc 
BriUsh cabinet. The origin of these disputes had arisen 
in some degree from the constitution of that cahinct. 

Upon tlio death of Mr. Pitt, his ministry, as J ir U!> i 
bur\»std him, still was in possession of public regard, nud 
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inislillinvc retained that rcy-ard had they i'eit .sullicicnt con- 
fidencc in llieinsclvcs ; nay, the people nvanilcstcd such 
confidence in them, tiiat had they reliction that confidence, 
and acted with becoming vc.soUition, they might, liave defied 
all opposition. Their judicious director, however, having 
been taken from flicin very unrortunatcly at a very dif- 
ficult crisis, at a time also, when every thing .•seemed lost, in 
consequence of the battle of Austciiilz much was wanting 
to defend the conduct of the administration who had ad- 
vised the measure which had so unhappily concluded. 
The associates of Mr. Pitt withdrew themselves from the 
diflicult task, and the sovereign reduced to the greatest 
necessity, was compelled to call to his assistance the 
coalition party of Fo.k and Grenville. But true to their 
patriotic principles they had so often avowed, the Pitt 
administration, now placed in capacity of opponents, 
rather assisted than contradicted the ministry of the day ; 
and the country must be long grateful to them for their 
disinterested conduct, during the existence of tiiat short- 
lived administration. 

The Grenville ministry, now feeling itself unobstructed, 
became the dictators to their sovereign and his kingdom ; 
and, at Icngtii, carried their principles of innovation to 
such a pitch, as to threaten the very being of. all 
which could be denominated establishment, and even 
to attack fundamental laws. But providcntiall}^ that 
happened to the Grenville ministry which must necessarily 
happen to all such ministries, when founded upon such co- 
alitions. The superior genius of Mr. Fox, attracted all 
to itself, and he affixed his own charaeter and principle 
to the system over which he bore rule. The Gren 
viilcs became reformers, innovators, and enemies in 
array against 4,116 established church ; but Hie sovereign 
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and nation being equally alarmed, and tlie death of Mr. 
Vox having furnished a favourable opportunity for a 
thaoge, the Fox administration vverc soon dismissed. 

The Portland administration now resumed its influence. 
Not expecting such a change, the members of it were a'^* 
tonished , buttlie commands of the sovereign were decisive, 
and though ihej neither expected, nor were’prepared foi 
such a sudden vicissitude, and were so diffident of their 
own strength, as to be at a loss whether to obey or decline, 
tliey had but amoroentto detcrmme. The king had given 
his positive commands, and they were implicitlj obejed 

But a great difficulty now a^o^e. The administration 
of Mr. PiU bad been under Im o\in conttoul. His \ast 
abilities had reodeied him capable of being sole director 
of die affairs of the nation so that it was on\) necessary 
to have abilities, lion ever great m themselves, still sub- 
ordinate to his which were transcendent , llic) were thcre- 
iore arranged according to dieir rcspcclnc ncquircmciils, 
mot emenls acted upon as the great machine was m motion, 
and they preserved their ranks and stations, oad were misc 
enough to consulti, lliat as all their efforts tended to the 
public good, they assisted to pi nmole so patriotic an 
object without jealousy, seU-mtercst or murmuring. Tlicy 
were coinmccd that Mi. PiUwas acknowledged by all 
parlies to ho possessed of most superior talents, ami 
that he was incorruptible. They Mere proud to be sub- 
ordinate to Jiim who had defied the house of commons 
** to proic, dial he had ever coil^ cried a f.irt\iing of the 
public funds to his private purpose’” 'limy thcrcrorc 
looked up to bun as a moslcr and leader, and, under las 
influence, a kind of ci\il and self-mijioscd rtspeet icigucd 
in tlic cabinet. IK'> authority just, though not severe. 

Circnmsinncrs now were changed. Tlic Icvder w.vs 
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now gone — his place vacant — and all aimed to fill it 
with hut veiy partial abilities. Their claims were just ; 
for they had all been his pupils. But his sudden de- 
cease had reduced them to such a seeming equality, that 
all fancied themselves eligible, without considering the 
justice of their claims. This mode of thinking rendered 
the arrangements of the cabinet a matter of the greatest 
difiiculty. Each thought himselfinjured by any preference 
given to another; and though no one was jjresumed to be 
possessed of commanding abilities in the eyes of others^ 
after so eminent a character as Mr. Pitt, yet no one was 
willing to concede. They were all gi’eat characters, and 
therefore unwilling to allow any superiority. 

Of these jealousies the most prominent opponents were 
lord Castlereagh and Mr. Canning. The first a principal 
assistant to the late Mr. Pitt : the latter possessing vast 
talents, genius, and knowledge. But the preference 
having been given to Mr. Canning, a cordial co-operation 
had not ensued ; an official misunderstanding induced a 
duel, and we regret that the peace and comfort of the so- 
vereign should have been impaired by such undignified 
dissensions. But the example of cabinet counsellors in 
that piece of mutual assassinatmi, denominated duelling, 
is surely dangerous in the extreme: for, it leads to cor- 
rupt public opinion, and even, by a very natural and intel- 
ligible influence, to soften down the interpretation of the 
law, as it actually stands. With what reluctance must a 
judge declare duelling to be murder, and a minister re- 
commend the execution of the consequent sentence in 
council, when that minister himself is a duellist !* Such 

e 

The only letters which passed between lord Castlereagh 
and M*"- Canning on this unhappyoccasion were the following, 
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Dijsentions hetwcen Lord Castlereagli and Mr Catmins 
was llie situation of tbc Bntisli cabinet however, ^^hen 
Bonaparte was desolating the world f 
The consequence of the pitiful dissensions of two great 
men was the loss of their acknowledged beneficial services 

St. James’s Square, 

Sin, 19th September, 1009 

It IS unnecessary for me to enter into any detailed state- 
ment of the circumstances which preceded the recent resigna- 
tions It is enough for me, with a view to the immediate 
object of this letter, to state, that it appears a proposition 
had been agit ited, without anj communication with me, for 
my removal from the War Department , and that jou, to- 
wards the close of the last Session, having urged a decision 
upon this question, with the alternative of jour seceding from 
the government, procured a*po8iUve promise from tlie Duke of 
Portland (the execution of which you afterwards considered 
yourself entitled to enforce), that such removal should be ear- 
ned into effect Notwithstanding tins promise, by winch I 
consider you pronounced it unfit that I should remain cliarged 
with the conduct of the war, and by which my situation ns i 
minister of the crown was made dependent upon jour will 
and pleasure, \ ou continued to sU in the same cabinet with 
me, and to leave me not only in llie persuasion that I pos- 
sessed your confiilence and support as a colleague, but you al- 
lowed mem breach of every principle of'good faith botli 
public and private, though Ums virtually superseded, to ori- 
ginate and proceed mlhe execution of anevv enterprise of the 
most arduous and important nature, with your apparent con- 
currence, and ostensible approbation 
You were fully aware tliat if my situation iii the govern- 
ment had been chscolscd to roc, I could not have submitted 
to remain one moment m office, without the entire abandon- 
ment of mj private honour, and public dutj You knew I 
was deceived, and joti continued to deceive me 

I am aware, it may be said, which I am ready to aclnow 
ledge, that when j ou pressed for a decision for my removal, 
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to their king and their country. A new administration 

was formed, at the licad of which was placed Marquis 

Welleslej', 

«/ 

TIic negotiation for peace between Bonaparte and the 

you also pressed for its disclosnve, and that jt was resisted by 
the Duke of Portland, and some members of the government 
supposed to be my friends. But 1 ticvcr can admit, that yott 
have a right to make use of such a plea, in justification of 
an act affecting my honour, nor that the sentiments of others 
could justify an acquiescence in sucii a delusion on your 
part, who liad yourself felt and stated its unfairness. Nor 
can 1 admit that the head of any administration, or any sup- 
posed friend, (whatever may be their motives) can anthorize 
or sanction any man in such a course ol long and persevering 
deception. For were I to admit such a principle, my honour 
and character would be from that moment in the discretion 
of persons wholly unauthorized, and known to you to be un- 
authorized, to act for me in such a case. It was therefore 
your act and your conduct which deceived me; and it is im- 
possible for me to acquiesce in being placed in a situation by 
you, which no man of honour could knowingly submit to, nor 
patiently suffer himself to be betrayed into, without forfeiting 
that character. 

1 have no right, as a public man, to resent your demanding, 
upon public grounds, my removal from tlie particular office 
I have held, or even from the administration, as a condition 
of your continuing a member of the government. But I 
have a distinct right to expect that a proposition, justifiable 
in itself, shall not be executed in an unjustifiable manner,' 
and at the expence of my honour and reputation. And I 
consider that you were bound, at least, to avail yourself of 
the same alternative, namely, your own resignation, to take 
yourself out of the predicament of practising such a deceit 
towards me, which you did exercise in demanding a decisioE 
for my removal. 

Y 2 


104 HIslOKY OF NAPOLFON BONAPARTE, 

Peace signed between France and Austria 
emperor Trancis continued without interruption at AUtn- 
burgh. On the lltli of October the following Orst official 
notification of the conclusion of the treaty between Austria 
and France, appeared m the Amsterdam Courant Evtra- 
ordmary. 

“ We hasten to inform our rcspectahle readers, that 
the Burgo-Masler of this city received, at an early hour 
tins morning, bj express, a letter from Ins excellency the 
minister at war, dated at Loo, on the 10th instant, con- 
taining an official notification of peace having been sign 
ed between France and Austria on the 3d of this mouth 
” The above important intelligence was immediately an- 
nounced to the citizens by the firing of the cannon on tlie 
city walls, the ringing of bells, and the playing of the 
chimes. 

« We cordially congratulate our readers upon t!u« m- 
lelhgcnce, so joyful to humanity, and hope that it will be 
speedily followed by a general peace.” 

The treaty of peace was signed at Vienna on the 15lh 

Under these circumstinccs, I must require tint satisfaction 
from 5 ou to which I feel myself entitled to lay claim. 

1 am, &c. 

CASTLLUEAGH 
The flight Hon George Camiing 
&c &c &c 

Mv Lonn, Gloucester Lodge, Sept. 20 , 

Tile tone and the purport of your Lordship's letter, which 
I have this moment received, of course preclude any othci 
nnswer on my part to the misapprehensions and misrepresen- 
tations with which u abounds, than that I will cheerfully 
rivc tovour Lordship the satisfaction which you require. 

I am, &c GEORGE CANNING 
Lord Viscount Castlcrt igh, Ac Ac. Ac. 
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of October by which the emperor of Austria ceded to 
Napoleou the followinij provinces and districts ; Galicia 
Tiume, Trieste and Istria, as additibus to the kingdom of 
Italy; the territory of Bavaria extended; Tyrol and 
Saftzburgto be under the sovereignty of the grand duke 
of Wurlzburg ; Bavaria to be indemnified by a portion 
of Wurtzburg ; the frontiers of the duchy of Warsaw to 
to be extended to the river Soan, and other cessions 
equally humiliating. 

During the negotiation of this peace, Napoicon dis- 
patched the following extraordinary episllc to the em- 
peror of Russia ; 

Monsieur Bly Brother, 

" The duke of Vicenza informs me that your imperial 
majesty washed for peace with Sweden, and that you have 
obtained the advantages which you desired. Will your 
majesty permit me to congratulate you upon the event ? 

The negotiations of Altenburg have been transfen'ed 
to Vienna. Prince John, of Lichtenstein, conducts them 
witli M. De Ghampagny, and I expect I shall soon 
be able to inform your majesty of peace being concluded 
with Austria. You will see by the treaty, that, conform- 
ably to your wshes, the greater part of Gallicia will not 
change masters ; and that I have managed your interests 
as you would have done yourself, conciliating every thing 
with what honour required of me. The prosperity and 
welfare of the dutchy of Warsaw require that it should 
possess the favourable regards of your majesty ; and your 
majesty’s subjects may rest assured that, in no case, nor 
under any circumstances, have they to expect any protec- 
tion from me. 

“ I have given to Austria the most advantageous 
peace she could expect. She only loses Saltzburg, and 
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u mere trifle on the side of the Inn. She cedes notiiing 
m Bohemia. On the side of Italy she cedes only what is 
mdispensible for my communication with Dalmatia. The 
^.ustrxan monarchy, thercfoto remains entire. This is the 
ccond experiment which I have been willing to make. 
I have used towards her a moderation which she had no 
right to expect. In this I hope 1 have done wliat is 
gratifying to your majesty. 

“ I send your majesty the English Journals last received. 
You will there see, that the English ministers arc fight- 
ing with each other ; that there is a revolution in the 
ministry, and that all is perfect anarchy. The folly and 
absurdity of that cabinet are beyond description. 'Ihey 
have recently occasioned Uie destruction of from S5 lo 
b0,000 men in the most borriblt country in Uie world; it 
wouldhave been just as well to have thrown them into the 
sea; so pcstUcotial arc the marshes of Walchcrcn! In 
Spain they have lost a very considerable number of men. 
General Wellesley has had the extreme imprudence lo 
commit himself in the liearl of Spain with 30,000 men, 
havinpron his flank* three armies, consisting of 90 bal- 
talions,, and from 40 to 50 squadrons, wliilst ho bad in bis 
front the aitny commanded by the king, which was of 
equal force. It ia diflloult to conecivo such an act of 
presumotioD, It remains at present to be ascertained 
who are to succeed the late ministry. 

Tlie United States arc on tlic worst terms >Tith Eng- 
land, and seem disposed, sincerely and seriously, to ap- 
proximate to our system. 

** I prav God,’ Monsieur jny brother, to have you in hb 
high and boly keeping. 

(Signed) ** NABOLEON.* 

“ SchoenbrUD, Oct. 10. 1609/ 
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Frcndi unsuccessful in the East IntVics. 

The event oi' the humiliating^ peace -which Austria liad 
hcen compeiled to conclude excited no surprise. Every 
one undoubtedly felt for her fate; but all considered and 
were fully persuaded that the emperor Francis liad sub- 
mitted only from ncccssitj'. He had brought forward to 
nattic Ids whole strength and having failed in his object he 
was obliged to act as being at the mercy of his conqueror : 
France -was in a state to demand every thing, and Austria 
so unhappily circumstanced as to be able to refuse nothing. 

The terras Avcrc such, therefore, as might have been 
expected from the relative state of those two powers. 

Napoleon now appeared sole uncontrouled lord of the 
continent; all submitted to his will; and only one conso- 
lation appeared to remain, that he himself was under the 
will of an higher power. It was plainly evinced that the 
affairs of kingdoms, cither with respect to their protection 
or their punishment, were under the superintendence of 
an over-ruling Providence ; and that nothing which con- 
cerned Ihcir glory or their safely, liappened to them by 
chance. 

Whatever good fortune, however, the French might 
have accumulated in Europe, llicir machinations in the 
East Indies against the British government were unsuc- 
cessful. The dispatches "from Sir Harford Jones, the 
British ambassador to the Persian government recited, 
that the French and their principles had been completely 
banished. 

The blockade system adopted by Napoleon for the 
purpose of crippling the British trade, which confirmed 
his inveterate malignity against the country, having been 
improved upon by the British cabinet by similar measures. 
This induced M. Champagny, the minister for foreign 
affairs in France, to transmit the following official letter 
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to general Armsti ong, minister of the United States of 
America, at Pans 

Sir, AUetiburgh, Atig 22 

** His majesty, understanding that jou are about to 
dispatch a ship to the United States, commands me to 
make Known tojou the unalterable pnnciples which ha>e 
and will regulate Iiis condiictm the great question respect- 
ing neutrals 

” Franco admits the pnnciplc, that the Qag protects 
trade The trading vessel which carries the license of its 
government may be considered as a moiing colony To 
insult such a vessel by search, pursuit, or any act of bi* 
trary power, IS a violation of the fundamental lawofcoloniza 
tion, andis on attack upon the government of the same 
The seas belong to every nation, without exception , they 
are the common property, and the domain of all mankind 

« Consistently with this doclnnc, merchant vessels be 
longing to individuals may pass by inheritance to persons 
who never exposed themselves to be made prisoners of 
war In all her conquests Franco has considered sacred 
pm ate property deposited in the wareliouses of tlie van- 
quished state, snd such have had the complete disposal of 
matters of trade , and at this moment convoys by land of 
merchandise, and especially cottons, are passing through 
the French array and Austria, to proceed to the destina- 
tion commerce directs If Franco had seized the mono 
poly of the Seas, she would have accumnlatcd m her terri- 
tory all the products of the earth, and she would have ob- 
tained unmeasurable wcalUi 

“Undoubtedly, if Fngland had the dommion of land 
which she has acquired on the ocean, her acquisitions 
Would hmc been equally enormous She would, as m the 
times of bnrhinsm, have sold the conquered, and diitn- 
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buted tliciit as slaves throughout her land. Tlio avarice 
of trade would have absorbed every thing, and the govern- 
ment of an enlightened nation which has brought the ails 
of civili/.ation to perfection would have given the earliest 
instances of the return of the savage ages. TJiat govern- 
ihcnt is fully impressed with the injustice of its naval code. 
But what has that govcrninciit to do with justice, wJiicb 
only itiquircs for profit? 

“ When Franco shall have established her naval power 
wtich, with the exteni of her coasts and her population 
will be soon accomplished, tlien will the emperor reduce 
tliese principles to practice, and apply his mandate to 
render it universal. The right or rather usurpation, of 
blockading rivers and coasts by proclamation is palpably 
contrary to reason and equity. A right cannot possibly 
spring from the will' of an ihlcrcslcd party, but must al- 
ways bo founded an the natural relations of things. A 
place is not properly blockaded unless it be besieged by 
land and water. It is blockaded to prevenfthe introduc- 
tion of assistance, by’ which ' the surrender of the place 
might be protected ; and then we have only the right to 
prevent neutral ships from entering the' port,' when the 
place is thus circumstanced, and the possscssion of it is 
matter of doubt beriyeeh the besiegers and besieged. ' Oh 
this is grounded the right to prevent neutrals from entering 
the place. 

“,The sovereignty and independence of its flag, like the 
sovereignty and independence of its territory, is the pro- 
perty of every neutral. A state may transfer itself to 
another state ; it may destroy the archie ves of its independ- 
ence, and pass from prince to prince, but the right of sove- 
reignty is indivisible and unalienable ; no one can re- 


t 
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England lias placed France in a state of blockade. 
The emperor lias, in his decree of Berlin, declared the 
British Islands in a state of blockade. The first of these 
regulations forbid neutral vessels to proceed to France ; 
the second prohibited tlieir entering English harbours. 

“ England baa by her Orders of Council of the Ulli of 
November, 1807, levied an impost on neutral ships, and 
obliged them to enter its ports before they sail to France. 
By the decree of the 17tii of December of the same year, 
the emperor has decreed, that all such sljips be denation- 
alized, which had entered English ports, or submitted to 
be searched. 

** In order to ward off the inconveniencies 'with which 
this state of things threatened her commerce, America laid 
an embargo iu all her harbours; and although Franco had 
done nothing more than used the right of retaliation, 
its wants and those of its colonies, suffered much from 
this measure; yet did ^tbe emperor magnanimously con- 
nive at the proceeding, id order rather to endure the pri- 
vation of commerce than to acknowledge the authority of 
the usurpers of the seas. 

“ The embargo was raised, ond a system of non-inter- 
course was substituted for it. The powers on the Continent 
in alliance with England having the same ohjectin view, 
made a common cause with her, that they might derive the 
same advantages. The harbours of Holland, ofthe Elbe, of 
theWescr, of Italy, and ofSpmn, were to enjoy tliosc benefits 
from which France was (o ho excluded ; and the one and the 
other were to be opened or closed to commerce ns circum- 
stances rendered expedient, so a* France was bereft of it, 

** Thus, Sir, in point of principle. Franco recognizes 
tho freedom of neutral commerce, and the independence of 
vj.e maritime poircrs, which she respected up to the mo- 
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incnt when the niarilinic lynninv of Knfrlnrul, that rcsnects 
nothing, and the avhitrarv proceedings of its government, 
coinpcUed her to adopt measures of retaliation, to which 
she resorted with regret. L»ct England revoke her !)lock- 
ade with France, and France will rccal her declaration of 
blockade against England. Let England revoke her Cal)i- 
nct Orders of the llth November, 1807, and the jMiian 
Decree will expire of itself. Tltc American commerce will 
then recover its complete freedom, and be assured of find- 
ing in the harbours of France favour and protection. But 
it belongs to the United Slates to attain this happy object 
by their firmness. Can a nation, resolved to remain free, 
hesitate between certain momentary interests, and tlio 
great cause of maintaining her independence, her honour, 
her sovereignty, and her dignity ? 

“ M. CUAMPAGNY.” 

There is certanny more virulence than truth exercised 
towards the British government in the above document. 
It was natural and prudent in that government when 
threatened by France by every mode that could argue in- 
veterate rancour, to provide for its own defence and security 
against the malignant cfibrls of the common enemy ; con- 
sequently the Orders of Council were justified by the 
reasons which caused their publication, whatever plea of 
justification France could assert to the contrary. 

But Napoleon now aimed at another conquest. Not 
satisfied with secular victorie.s and dominion, he thought it 
right to attack the apostolic see of Rome. Pius VII. who 
filled the papal throne, alive to all the feelings of his situa- 
tion, entered his pi'otest against the encroachments sug- 
gested by Bonaparte in which he declared, that 

“ The dark designs, conceived by the cnecacs of tbo 
apostolic see have been accomplished. 

z 2 
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After the violent and unjust spoliation of the fairest 
and most considerable portion of our dominions, we be- 
hold ourselves, under unworthy pretexts, and wilh so 
much the greater injustice, entirely stripped of our tem- 
poral sovereignty, to which our spiritual independence is 
intimately united. In the midst of this cruel persecution 
wc are comforted by the reflection, that we encounter such 
a heavy misfortune, not for any offence given to tlie 
Emperor of France, which has always been the object of 
our affectionate paternal solicitude, nor for any intrigne 
of worldly policy, but for an oowillingofiss to betray oar 
duUes. 

“ To please men and to displease God is not allowed to 
any one professing the catholic religion, and much loss 
can it be permitted to its bead and promulgator. 

“ As we, besides, owe it to God and the church, to 
hand down our nghts uninjured and untouched, we 
protest against this new violent spoliation, and declare it 
uuU and void. t 

** Wo reject with the firmest resolution, any allowonco 
which the Emperor of the French may intend to assign 
us, and to the individuals composing our college. 

“ Wo should all cover ourselves willi ignominy ia 
the face of the church, if wo suffered our subsistence to 
depend on him who usurps her authority. 

“ Wc commit ourselves entirely to Providence, and 
to the affcotion of the faithful, and we shall be contented 
piously to termmatc the bitter career of our sorrowful 
da^s. 

Wo adore, >yilb profonnd humility, God’s inscrutablo 
decrees; we invoke bis commiseration upon our good 
subjects, wbo will ever be our joy and our crown ; and 
after having in this hardest oflrmls done what onr dofic# 
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required of us, we exhort them to preserve always un- 
touched (he religion and the faith, and to unite themselves 
to us, for the purpose of conjuring with sighs and tears, 
i»oth in tlie closet and before the altar, the Supreme 
Father of Light, that he may vouchsafe to change the base 
designs of our persecutors. 

•* Given at our Apostolic Palace, del Qumnalc, this 
lOth of June, 1809. 

PIUS PAPA VII. 

Tills protest was accompanied by the following excom- 
munication against Napoleon Bonaparte : 

“ Pius VII. Pontifl'. 

“ By the authority of God Almighty, and ol St Paul 
and St Peter, we declare you and all your co-operators in 
the act of violence, which you arc executing, to have in- 
curred the same excommunication, which we in our 
apostolic letters, contemporaneously affixing in the usual 
places of this city, declare to have been incurred by all 
those Avho, on the violent invasion of this city on the second 
of February last year, were guilty of the acts of violence, 
against which we have protested, as well really in so many 
declarations, that by our border have been issued by our 
successive Secretaries of State, as also in two consistorial 
collocations of the 16th of March, and the 11th of July 
1808, in common with all their agents, abettors, advisers, 
or whosoever else have been accessary to, or himself been 
engaged in, the execution of those attempts. 

“ Given at liome, Santa Maria Maggiorc, June lOlh 
m the tenth yeas? of our Pontificate. 

PIUS PAPA VIL 
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CHAPTER XI. 


The transactions of Bo&apartc became now as sudden 
as they were mischievous. They seemed evanescent, hot 
their effects soon became perceptible. We must keep' 
pace with him in a similar manner; for, having but a small 
portion of our volume wherein to compress anecdotes of 
the important exploits of five succeeding years, we must 
be as explicit in our history, as possible, considering our 
contracted limits. We, therefore leaving the poor Aus- 
trians at present to the fate inflicted upon them, hasten 
back to the peninsula of Spain. 

Want of ability, whence proceeded a dcOcienoy of 
energy, in the supreme and central Junta, produced mis- 
chiefs of no small moment to Spain. They were more 
desirous ofacquiring patronage and places for themselves, 
than of effecting any benefit in which the people might 
participate. More afraid of riots and of Ihe-ideas of inno- 
vation from the mass of people, than the most destructive 
invasion o( a powerful and merciless enemy. They conse- 
quently placed such reliance upon British and even Aus- 
trian assistance, than upon a properly organized and 
solid force, which, with due activity, they might have 
raised among their own naturaffy hrnvo- people. They 
formed no plans of utility; yet they imagined that hy 
issuing proclamations to rouso energies in their pcoplr, ' 
which they at the same lime suppressed by the suppression 
of newspapers and other productions ol the press, and Ifj 
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keeping the people in ignorance this JuAita nnagined that 
they \vero performing vast patriotic projects. Sir John 
Moore had fatally experienced the iniquity of such 
conduct, and Lord Wellington might have been an equal 
suflerer, but that his personal feelings coincided with those 
for the honour of his countr}', which impelled him also to 
exert the utmost prudence, as well ns consummate bravery, 
to ward off the many difficulties into which ho would have 
been involved, had ho abided by, or indeed listened to 
the various remonstrances of the supreme Junta. He 
stated his reasons for his conduct, and such strong advice 
tor introducing an effectual method by which a steady co- 
operation miglit bo maintained, that the British Ministry, 
sensible of the strength of his Lordship’s reasons, and 
desirous of acting in concert with his just opinions, had 
deputed his brother the Marquis Wellesley, ever since 
the month of May, as their Ambassador Plenepotcntiary 
to Spain ; the dissensions which pervaded the councils of 
the Cabinet had, however, prevented his sailing' ; nor did 
he arrive at Cadiz till the 31st of July, two months after 
the British General had taken the field, and exactly at 
the moment when that General, for whom the British 
Ambassador had come to contrive a plan of operation, 
victorious in battle, but defeated in the war, began his re- 
treat on Portugal. 

As wise in council, as his brother was heroic in the field, 
the Marquis did not suffer any considerable time to elapse 
ere he gave the most excellent and . important advice to 
the Junta, and whatever pi'csent effect was produced by 
such advice, his Lordship brought back with him to Eng- 
land very important and useful information respecting 
ffie general disposition of the Spaniards. 

He had been received both at Cadiz and Seville with 
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every demonstration of kindness and respect, and he ex- 
plained the nature of the orders with which ho was charged 
by his Britannic Majesty, which, as far as they related to 
objects of internal regulation, were to be confined within 
the iimits of what might be agrceahld to the' Spanish 
government : and was -very careful neither to alarm the 
jealousy nor to offend lllb pridc’of Spain.' ' ' ' 

The British army was in'hho ^eatcst distress from 
want of provision ; which was- owing partly to the poverty 
and the exhausted stale of the conntry in which they had 
been stationed; and partlylo the irtdoicnco'rrad timidity 
of the magistracy, and the contempt in whiclrtlic'govern- 
ment and its officers '■were held by the people. 'Tlic 
British army were consequently obliged.' for' want o! 
necessaries,' .tb retreat down the Toghs. The bare 
possibility of 'the return- of the British army’lo -Bortugnl, 
the Junta contemplated with, terror arid despair; and 
should such an intention be carried into effect, tiie Spa- 
niards were disposed even to consider it as a sj’mptom on 
the part of the British government tO ahnndon their canse 
and to give hp thciralHance. ** SogreaCsays amodern 
writer "was tho blind confidence of the Junta in the 
British troops, notwithstanding their consciousness how 
imperfectly they were supplied, and how feebly supported 
by the Spaniards, that oven after the retreat of the British 
to Bodajoz, the Marquis TVellcsley received several notes 
from the Junta, urging the British army again lo ndusiice 
against tlie enemy; and Don Martin do Garay, secretary 
to the Junta, in ditferent conversations with tiic Mnrqiiis, 
suggested the possibility of driving tlic French beyond llie 
Pyrenees. 

•* The dilTcrcDtly. ile 

well assured, that in tlio several encounters between the 
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Spaniards and the French, the circumstance of whole di- 
visions and even corps of Spaniards, to take to their heels 
on the first appearance of danocr, without waiting- either 
to rcecivc or give a shot. The}' were not, at the same 
time, unwilling to sufler (heir judgmenls to take a wrong 
bias, by attributing to their Britisli allies all the evils 
which the Spaniards themselves had occasioned ; they 
were also very desirous of ascribing the retreat of the 
British army to any other cause than that of their own 
bad conduct. But the apprehension that had been excited 
by the retreat of the British, had been in some degree 
tranquillized by the firm and prudent manner in which 
that retreat had heen conducted, and by intelligence which 
had been received of a renewal of hostilities between 
France and Austria. On this supposed event the .Timta 
had founded the most sanguine expectations ; which it 
would have been wiser to ground on the prompt correction 
of their own faults, on a judicious application of the great 
resources of the Spanish empire, and on an enlightened 
direction of the genius and dispositions of the Spanish 
nation. That nation, the Marquis hoped, would see in the 
calamity that had occasioned so much alarm (the retreat 
of the British army) the natural consequence of its own 
weakness, and the urgent necessity of greater decision and 
vigour of both counsel and action. A relaxation of do- 
mestic government and indolent confidence in the activity 
and aid of strangers, had endangered all the noble and 
virtuous objects for which Spain had suffered so much, 
and been so lavish of her blood. Spain must learn to 
administer ber resources, and to ameliorate the organiza- 
tion and discipline of her armies before she could expect 
to derive any advantage from tlie support and co-operation 
of strangers. Until some change should be effected in 
VOL. ni. — NO. 54. 2 a 
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the distribution or oppVicution of the military resources ol 
Spain, and in the state of its army, no British force could 
attempt with safety to co*operate tivUh Spanish troops on 
Spanish ground. 

" The greatest aid, the Marquis W cllesley said, to be ex- 
pected in Spain from an English Army should be confined 
to that hind of occasional concert and co-operation v.hic\t 
bad lately taken place between the forces commanded hy 
Ijord Wellington and tliose under the orders of General 
Cuesta. Ill case of a British army of 30,000 men being 
employed in a campaign in Spain, our troops should be 
assured, iu the first place, of being provided with the 
means of movement, and with necessary prorisions, Iu 
case of necessity, that our troops should retreat, the 
supreme command of the Spanish armibs should be 
vested in the Commander-m-ebief of the English army; 
and an Bnglish garrison should be established at Cadiz, 
if these conditions should be deemed indispensibly neces- 
sary for our security in Spain. The disposition of the 
people was in general favourable to the great cause in 
which the nation was engaged, and the great mass of 
population in Spain certainly presented means for organ- 
izing a powerful government, and elements for tlio forma- 
tion of a powerful army. But in the higher and in the 
middling classes loo many traces were to bo found of 
French intrigue, and of its success. In these two classes 
one could perceive a disposition to watch events, and to 
keep terms with tho^ parly that should ultimately prevail 
in the present slrugglo. Many persons of this description, 
if tlicy received no favours at llie hands of government, 
were nevcrllicless never in any way moicsted by it- 
Thus no pains were taken to form one puhVio opinion, to 
cultivate and exalt public apiriU and to direct its caegy to 
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great nalional objects. The population of the country 
bad not yet furnished the proportion of recruits demand- 
ed by the dangers of the country : nor could any accession 
of numbers avail without a cliange in the organization and 
discipline of the army. Many oflicers oi' the army, in 
the most important stations, made no secret of their 
hostilitiy to the cause of Spain and her allies, and were 
not sufficiently watched by government. On a review of 
the principal events of the last campaign, it appeared im- 
possible to account for Iho conduct of some Spanish 
Generals and oilier officers on any other hypothesis, than 
that they had concerted tiicir operations with the French, 
instead of coming to im understanding with the English 
Generals, 

“ It was ncccssarj^ in order to vindicate the independ- 
ence of Spain, not to depend merely on that general spirit 
of resistance which animated the bulk of the people ir 
the provinces, but to concentrate and direct that spirit 
in such a manner, as to call forth, with cllcct, the military 
resources of the country, and to form an army which 
might give time to Spain, with the assistance of her allies, 
to establish the restoration of the monarchy on a legitimate 
basis. The nomination of a central .Tunta was, no doubt, 
the first step towards the consolidation of public authority, 
but the constitution of the supreme Junta was not founded 
on the basis of union among the provinces, and still less 
on a wise and just distribution of the elemeiits and force 
of government. There was not hitherto any confedera- 
tions among" the provinces. The executive poAver Avas 
weakened by a distribution of it into a number of hands, 
m an assembly too numerous to possess unity of design 
or promptitude- of action and yet, at the same time, loo 
limited' and narrow in its constitution to be considered as 

2 A 2 
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the representative body of the Spanish nation. The central 
Junta were neither justrepresentatives of the crown, orthe 
Aristocracy, or the people ; they neither possessed tJie 
properties of an executive council, nor of a deliberative 
assembly. — It was principally in this body,and among the 
oificers under its emplojment, that one could plainly per- 
ceive an animosity against the British government; very 
different from this was the general disposition of the people. 
At some moments of danger and alarm, the Junta seemed 
to be impressed with a conviction that it was tlieir duty to 
choose a regency, to assemble the Cortes, redress 
grievances, and remedy abuses. The question of a re- 
gency was discussed in the Junta again and again, but 
the discussions on this subject ended always in an ndjourn* 
jnent; the meeting of the Cortes was put off to a distant 
period : the erjing abuses in the administration of justice ; 
the collection of the revenue in all the principal branches 
of the administration of government, wUs continued.— 
In short, the supreme Junta thought of nothing so much 
as how to preserve their own power to the last extremity 
That such were the reasons which the Marquis Wel- 
lesley deduced, for the imperative necessity 'of a change 
of tho administration ; and that jic considered those 
reasons as a ne plus ultra was evident from the conversa- 
tion which his Lordship in a conversation held with Don 
Garay, at the desire of that Statesman. Ilis Lordsliip 
recommended the appointment of a regency, tho speedy 
convocation of tlie Cortes, and tliat tho act of the Junta 
for appointing the regency and convocation of the Cortes, 
should provide for the correction of abuses, and the sup- 
pression of arbitrary exactions, in both Spain nnd tho 
Indies ; and also that tho same act should deefare (ho 
general principles on wbich concessions were to bo maeje 
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to the colonics for securing to them a share in the repre- 
sentation of the Spanish empire ; and, above all, that the 
first care of the regency should be to reform the whole 
military system of Spain. 

Thus it very plainly appeared that the opinion of the 
Marquis, from which ho did not seem inclined in the least 
to swerve, was, that in all events, even the very worst to 
bo apprehended, that the disposition and character of the 
Spanish natien would prolong the difiicultics that the 
French had met with from their first attempt to subdue 
that country. The grand obstacle to the deliverance of 
Spain was, beyond all doubt, the state of its own govern- 
ment ; but even if the faulty state of government so favour- 
able to the success of the French arms, should be con- 
tinued, a long interval of time must elapse before a French 
government could be established in Spain, during which 
interval events Avould happen and circumstances occur, 
which might be improved for the advancement of British 
interest both in Spain and her colonics. 

The sentiments of Lord Wellington were in perfect 
coincidence with those of the Marquis ; not because they 
were merely those of his brother ; but because his own 
experience had evinced to him that solid and decided 
measures were absolutely necessary, for facilitating any 
eflVctual plan to cope with the activity and force of an 
enterprising and powerful enemy% 

We refer to his own words, which cannot be too often 
quoted : “ In the battle of Talavera, in which almost the 
whole of the Spanish army was engaged, whole corps 
threw down their arms in my presence and saved them- 
selves by flight, although they were neither attacked nor 
menaced with an attack, but merely frightened, I believe, 
at tneir ownhro. In the public orders of General Cuesfa, 
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aRcr praising the conduct of hi» army, be declares Ins 
intention of decimating Uie fugitives , an intention which 
he oftenrards fulfilled Those base soldiers in their fliglii 
from TaHvera pillaged every thing that came in their way, 
even the baggage of the English army, which was at that 
time fighting m their cause There cannot he a doubt that 
in any further conjomtoperations, the Whole burden must 
fall on us , and certainly the English army ought not to 
be considered as bufilcicntly strong for being the only 
corps to be opposed to a French army not less than 
7U, 000 strong On considering, therefore, the object n 

view,, and calculating our means and our dangers, I am of 
opinion I ought to renounce all ideas of co-operation 
with the Spanish army , which opinion your Excellency 
(tlie Marquis) will communicate to the supreme Junta 
A.t the same time I am aware of the difficulties mto which 
that government must he Uirown, if its armies should bo 
seized with any of those panic fears to which they are 
subject, and take to flightlcaving all behind them to certain 
loss and rum Tothist can only answer, tlwtlamnotpress 
cd by the most urgent neccssit), nor in extreme haste to 
retire immediately out of Spain I vvant provisions imd 
some repose for my troops , and at all events, before I 
retire mto Portugal! shall wait your Excellency’s opinion 
on die points which I have subinilled to jour judgment 
IF I should retire to Portugal U is niy mtenliou to proceed 
no further than the frontier (though I will not come under 
any formal engagement to this purpose) where I shall ho 
so- near to the enemy that ho will not v enturc to cross the 
Guadiana, unless he he in verv convnferibfo force, out 
leave me on his flank and rciur I sliall, (hertfore, m 
reality be- as scrviceahlc to the Sp itnsh government 
the frontier of Porlitjal as I should be m the poltlfon 
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pointed oat to me bj' your excellency : imy, and even 
more serviceable, as the nearer J am to Portugal, the 
greater certainty I siiall have of recovering the means of 
acting vvilh ciTect ; and innsmncli as I slmll tljcn l)o nniji- 
cumbered entirely i)y the Sptmish army, and able to decide 
whether I onglit to co-operate with it at all, in what 
manner, to what extent, and on what conditions, according 
to circumstances.'’ 

Passing over (lie many subordinate and dctuelmd trans- 
actions in the Peninsula, we cannot, however, sutler the 
patriotism and valour ol'Gerona to pass unrecorded. 

The provinces nearest to the Pyrenees were lliose only 
that evinced the most determined and persevering resist- 
ance against the Frcncli in ail the Spanisli warfare. 
Gerona had been twice invc.slcd, and the assailants 
twice driven hack, when the French troops again ad- 
vanced to besiege it in n move formidable and regular 
manner. Its inhabitants had little on which to trust, 
except their own valour, in the defence of their devoted 
city ; for there was scarcely an)' oUmr strong post in the 
city, but that of Mounfjoy, and it was against lliis post 
that the French had made repeated attacks and been re- 
pulsed with the most heroic bravery. On the 7th of July, 
the assailants having cfTccled three breaches m the vvalis of 
the castle, proceeded to the assault; but tJjoy were five 
tiroes repelled, with considerable slaughter, by the garrison, 
though much fewer in number, and enfeebled by unremit- 
ting duty. Consequently, when the French were about to 
raise the necessary works for commencing the siege, they 
were compelled to sustain the greatest difficulties, for tliey 
were obliged to raise the works on a rock, and to form their 
cnlronchmcnts under the incessant fire of the garrison. 

The besieged unable any longer to defend the Castle of 
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Jilountjoy, retired! unmolested on the 12tU of- August, 
(into, the city, leaving to the enemy only an heap of ruins, 
^and a few almost useless cannon. . While, however, the 
^French, from the possession of the citadel, were enabled 
to carry on the siege of the city to greater advantage, the 
inhabitants, rendered more numerous by the addition of 
the garrison, began to be reduced to the greatest ex- 
tremities from want of provision ; and even of tlic neces- 
saries for the sick and wounded. 

General Blake” says the document whence this nar- 
rative is extracted, ** who commanded live Spanish army in 
Catalonia, determined to throw into Gcrona not only a 
supply of provisions and other necessaries, but also a rein- 
forcement of troops. With this view, he made such 
movements and arrangements as seemed to indicate an 
intention of attacking the enemy in a quarter directly op 
posite^ to that hy which Uie convoy was to be sent into 
the city. A body of 1 200 infantry, supported by cavalry, 
sent against the enemy’s troops stationed at Brunolas, 
commenced an attack upon them 'With so much vigour, 
as induced them to tliink (hat (he convoy for (ho supply 
of Gerona was under (he escort and protection of tins body 
of Spanish troops. * Notwithstanding the excellent posi- 
tion the French occupied at Bruuolas, and that strength- 
ened by intrenchroents, the Spaniards gained the summit 
of the hill, and there planted the Spanish colours, fllio 
enemy weakened the other part or'lhclr army for tlic 
purpose of sending reinforcements to Brunolas,! and M>/ 
threatening to turn the Spanish detachment, -oGligifd i( tn' 
descend^ into tJio phain. lii'tlie mean time, n^hbciy^of 
cavalry escorted along the right hank of the rii cr Tor, on 
which Gcrona is situate, n convoy of nearly 2W0 indjev; 
and after defeating' fhe’’ enemy, succeeded r^jCir^’fJing 
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Rlakc driven from the Ilcipijtv of Rrunolav. 

their entrance into Gcronn. The French conlractiiiy; 
their forces, \nvcslctl the. city more closely, in order to 
prevent the return of the mules and horses, M'ith their 
drivers. But by the nmnoeuvers of Blake the whole were 
enabled to get back, after being one day and two nights in 
the town, without so much as loo.sing one lioioC. An 
addition of 500 men was on ibis occasion made to the gar- 
rison of Gcronn, which consisted before in only 2,500. 

“ The garrison of Gerona was now alrenglhened and 
refreshed by a plentiful supply of provisions. But three 
large practicable l)rcachcs had becti made in the walls of 
the city, and a groat part of the houscij were in ruins. 
Against these three l)roaches the French generals "Ferdieri 
and St. Cyr, on the 19th of September; sent three strong 
columns; which allcr repeating Ujcir attacks four times 
were driven hack by the garrison; supported by the in- 
habitants. Tlic ladies of the town, in ' assisting the 
wounded, freely exposed tlicmsclvcs to every danger. 

“ So much enraged was Bonaparte at the n\i1urc of tins 
assaalt, that the generals St. Gyv and Verdict' wore re- 
called, and the command of the besieging army given to 
Marshal Augcreau, who altering the plan of operations, 
resolved, before he could make another assault on Gerona, 
to bend all his cflbrls to the defeat and destruction of 
Blake’s army. The Spanish general had posted his 
troops on the heights of Brunolas. By repeated attacks 
general Blake was driven from that advantageous position, 
and compelled to retreat to a considerable distance from 
Gerona. Mal'shal Augcreau having' been informed by 
some of those spies, or, as the French generals called them 
agents, which he took care to hart in every part of Cata- 
lonia, that large magazines W'eve formed at Hortalrich; 
for the purpose both of supplying Gerona and Bluke’s- 
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Army, sent early in November a strong division agains 
them under the command of General Pino. Hortalrich 
vas strongly fortified and defended by a body of 2000 
soldiers and nearly ail the inhabitants. Fire was set to 
the Gates and one quarter of the town taken by storm 
But in the streets Uie Catalonians made the most deter- 
mined resistance ; every position was disputed. Prop, 
every house the French were assailed with a destructive 
fire of musquetry; and uhenthe enem)’ gained posse.'ssion 
of all the principai quarters, the inhabitants joining the 
■ troops of the line, drew up on a level piece of ground, 
in the middle of the town, and for some time made an 
obstinate resistance to the repeated attacks in their 
centre, as well as on both their flanks. At last they 
were ' forced to give way, and the whole town with 
nil the magazines fell into the hands of the French. 

. By the reduction of Hortalrich Geroua was ent oft 
fro'ra all hope of supply. They had nothing to hope from 
General Blake, who after the total defeat and dispersion 
of liis army at Belslute was so much inferior in strength 
to his adversary, that he did not think U prudent to 
make any attempt to defeat the magazines. Nor was 
thill all. Marshal Augcrcau, by the defeat of Gencraf 
Blake had been enabled to place himself between Gcrona 
and the Spanish army. It did not however, surrender 
till its walls had become wholly useless ; nor till the 
strength of its inhabitants had been wholly eshausted by 
fatigue and famine. It capitulated on the lOtli of 
December, 1809, and l)ic French on the 11th ctilerd the 
city, where they found eight standards and 200 pieces of 
cannon. By the capitulation, the garrison was to eva- 
cnatc tlie city wiih all the honours of war, and l>c con- 
ducted pn'sonctH of war to Franre. 'flic inhnhit.mts were 
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Tumultuous Disposition of the Spaniards, 

to be respected ; that is, both their persons and property 
^Yere to be safe ; and the catholic religion Avas to* be con- 
tinued and protected. 

“ Thus at the close of 1801), all the fortresses of Spain 
had fallen into the. hands of the enemy, and all her prin- 
cipal armies been defeated and dispersed ; and by disper- 
sion, for a time annihilated. The depots to which these 
evils were to be attributed, need not be pointed out to 
any who have perused even a general and ipiperfect ac- 
count of the campaign. But the grand cause of tlie 
whole was undoubtedly the senselessness, the ignorance, 
the conti'acted views, and the paltry intrigues among the 
supreme junta who were more attentive to the preserva- 
tion of their own power than the defence of the country. 
If at the same time they had declared an intention of re- 
forming abuses and respecting the rights of the people, 
they had diffused a knowledge of all that was going on 
on the theatre of the peninsula of Europe, of the relative 
interests and strength of different powers and parties, 
and collected the public opinion into one luminous focus, 
and cherished the public spirit to which public opinion 
would have given birth, public virtue, genious, talents of 
every kind would have sprung up, raised their heads, and 
flourished. But instead of this, their very first and chief 
care had been to prevent the intercouse of minds, by 
restraining the press. They were more afraid of tumults 
among the Spanish people, than of the French. They 
neither knew how to infuse energy when it was wanting, 
nor to divert it where it existed. In many parts of 
Spain there was a spirit of resistance, which in the 
hands of an able government, might not only have ren- 
dered it of avail against the enemy, but in rousing the 
indifteveut and even forcing the unwilling to oo-operate 

2 B 2 
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Bonaparte’s selfish munificence. 

;n the struggle. But selfishness, indolence, procrastina- 
tion, and imbecility, marked throughout the conduct of 
tlie Junta. Tlie Avar that was kindled on tlie Danube, 
aod rn Italy and the Tyrol^ procured them a respite 
■when they were on the point of destruction. This 
fortunate juncture, however, only fed the hopes, but did 
not call forth 'any exertion on the part of the Spanish 
government. 

The reduction of Spain was a circumstance of the ut-* 
most consequence to ‘Bonaparte, as it furnished no fur- 
ther hindrance to his favourite object of subjugating all 
the nations of Europe under his control. The humilu* 
tiou which Austna had experienced, joined to the mor- 
tifying consent of Itussia and Sweden, exhibited in 
their late treaty of aliunce, favourable to the insidious 
\lews of France, were also indicative demonstrations of 
the powers witli which they seemed •willing to invest that 
flutoxrat, who was so desirous to reduce the whole of 
Europe, under Iris absolute authority, though uotninallr 
under the obedience of the several brauches of his famil). 
Thus a confederacy was about to be formed by a family 
originally obscured, but which tlie most extraordinary 
dreumstances, raised in an equally surpnsing man- 
ner. Their interest and safety necessarily depending on 
their chief, they consequently considered themselves only 
as the ministers of a system suggested and maintained 
by the vast abilities of tlieir chief, and could only co- 
here so long as the master-spring ond principal movement 
remained unimpeded. 

Bonaparte aware of Uio strength nnd necessity of such 
a principle, spared no efforts to keep it up, by the 
munificent rewards to liH ndberenls. JIcnee that «p* 
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parent liberality Nvliich he cxbil)ilc{l nboul this period, 
so contrary to his selfish nature, hence arose (he various 
Kingdoms, principalities, and dukedoms.NvInch he thought 
it convenient to confer ; nnd Iicnoc his creatures, at- 
tached hy immense, rewards, and weak enemies rendered 
depf ndent, by wbal might appear an imprudent h-nity. 

in (he Month of Oct(dier the following proclamation 
was issued hy Kedlcrmnn, as unjust in its motive, as it 
exhibited another instance of military violence. 

'* Considering the necessity of multiplying the resources 
of the. army of his Imperial itiajesty, and of depriving the 
rebels and traitors of the means of procuring animals to 
accomplisli their atrocious designs, it is hereby declared, 
that all the horses and mares belonging to the provinces in 
Upper Spain, viz, in the districts of Salamanca, Zamoras, 
9'oro, Ueon, Placentia, Jlurgos, Gnipnscoa, nnd Alva, of 
(he height of four feet four inches, iir five feet and half an 
inch of the measure, of Spain, and from thence upward, 
arc in requisition for tlic armies of France, and are to he 
conducted to the capital of the respective Governments, 
•where they arc to he received and maintained liy (he Go- 
vernors, until the returns made to me shall enable me to 
give directions for (be disposal of lliem. 

" All the horses of less than 4 feet four inches, or 5 feet 
half inch high, Spanish measure, also marcs pregnant for 
more than three months, and horses and marcs that arc not 
80 months old, and less than the hciglit mentioned-, arc to 
have the left eye put out, and arc to be rendered by other 
proper means unfit for- military service by tlic proprietors 
llicrasclvcs. Those .who presume to disobey tins com- 
mand, are to be mulcted in four times the value of the 
animals. 
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Opening or tlie Legislative bo<1y. i 

The execution of tius order is to be committed todlie" 
Governors, Commandants of Arms, and to the Command- 
ants of detachmenls, and Columns.. 

, (Signed) ' . « KELLERMAN., 

Gen. of division, and Govemor-Generab 
28tli Oct, 1809, of Upper Spain.” 

'Nothing very particular occurred from this period. to^ 
ngiiate tlie surrounding nations till the Month of Decern^ 
her, on the third of which at six in (he morning a. disv 
charge of artillery, at Paris, announced ;the opening. of 
the legislative body, which was about to take place pm 
that day. • , - 

At half -past ten Bonaparte left the’ Thuilleries to, 
proceed to Notre Dame. He was in the Coronation 
coach with his 3rnjx:s(y the King of Westphalia, TJie 
King of Naples, the Princes, Grand Dignitaries, JliniN 
«lers. Grand O/Iicers of ilie Empire and of the CrowHi 
preceded him. • . • 

-He was received liy (he Clergj' at the entrance - of the 
church, and conducted to the choir, under a canopy. - 
The tribunals of the choir were occupied by hts con* 
sort Josiphine, tlie impertQl faroilyVthc Kings of Wlrtctn- 
herg and Saxony, and the Queen of Weslplmlla. 

One of the Almoners said the mass. — Jllis Eminence 
Cardinal Fcsch, Grand Almoner, celebrated Te 
JDaim. 

Bonaparte rc-conducted under the canopy, as an hi* 
entrance to the church, proceeded to the palace of the 
legislative body. ' • ‘ 

Being seated, the Members of the legislative liody 
nrwly elect look Iho oaths; after wltich the Emperor 
made tlw follo>»ing speech;— 
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BonnparJc’* <j>cecli. 


" Gentlemen DErpTiEs of devautmen'ps to 
THE I-EGISEATIYE HODY, — 

" Since your last session 1 have reduced Arragon and 
Castile to submission, and driven from Madrid the falla- 
cious government formed by England. I was marching 
upon Cadiz and Lisbon, when T vvas under the necessity of 
treading back my stops, and of planting my eagles on the 
ramparts of Vienna. Three months have seen the rise and 
termination of this fourth Punic War. Accustomed to 
the devotedness and courage of my armies, I must, never- 
tlielcss, under these circumstances, acknowledge the par- 
ticular proofs of affection which my soldiers of Germany 
liavc given me. 

“ The genius of France conducted the English army — 
it has terminated its projects in the pestilential mar.shcs of 
Walchercn. In that important period I remained 400 
leagues distant, certain of the new glory which my people 
would acquire, and of the grand character they would dis- 
play. My‘ hopes have not been deceived — I owe par- 
ticul thanks to the citizens of the departments of the Pas 
de Calais • and tlie North. Frenchmen ! Every one 
that shall oppose you shall be conquered and reduced to 
submission. Your grandeur shall be increased by tlic 
hatred of your enemies. You have before you long years 
6T glory and prosperity. You have the force and energy 
0 ^ the hercules of the ancients. 

“ I have united Tuscany to the empire. The Tuscans 
were worthy of it by the mildness of their character, by 
the attachment their ancestors have always , shewn us, 
and by the services thev have rendered to European civr 
lizatlon. 
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ContiQuatioQ of Bonapartp’s Speech. 

“ History pointed out to me the conduct I ought to 
pursue towards Rome : the popes, become sovereigns of 
part of Italy, have constantly shewn themselves enemies 
of every’ preponderating^ power in the peninsula — thev 
have employed their spiritual power to injure it — It was 
then demonstrated to me that the spiritual influence ex- 
ercised m my stales by a foreign sovereign, Was contrary to 
the independence of France, to tbe dignity and safety of 
my throne. However, as I acknowledge the necessity of 
the spiritual influence of the descendants of the first of 
the pastors, X could not conciliate thes'6 graiid iiftercsts, 
fmt by annulling the donative tif the FrdHch' Emperors, 
iny predecessors, and by libiting'the' Bolnhh' Sthfea to 
France. " ' 

“ By tlie treaty of Vienha, dtl the Kings and’ sove- 
reigns my allies, who have given tiiVtfo rfiany probfs'ofthb 
constancy of' their friendship, liave- atrjuired and'sh^ll 
at quire a fresh increase of icrntbiy. ’ " ' " 

'riic Illyrian 'provinces stretch tllo' frtntieVs if my 
great empire to the Save. CdntighOus fo tile 'empirc’yf 
Consilantinople, 'I’shall fmd’inysciriti a siluatidn'td'^vhlth 
over the first inlcrcsls’ of !imy commerce irt’ Uie ^ledlferrtf* 
nean, the Adriatic and the licVant. I wifi protect't/ie 
Porte, if the Porte witlidiiiw hJjKeir from' the fatal influ- 
ence of Englan'*-' '-''’'U khow httW to puiiUh licr,''ir 
suffer hers? d by cunnlng^nod pcrfidi- 

counsels. 
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Continuation of llonnparlc’s Spcecli. 

principal arteries of my empire, — Changes will become 
necessary ; the safel}' of my IVonlicrs, and the well under- 
stood interests of the two countries, imperiously require 
them. 

“ Sweden has lost, by l«cr alliance with England, after a 
disastrous war, the finest and most important of her pro- 
vinces. Happy would it have been for that nation, if the 
wise Prince that governs her now had ascended the throne 
some years sooner ! This example proves anew to 
kings that the alliance of England is the surest presage 
of ruin. 

“ My ally and friend the Emperor of Russia, has united 
to his vast empire, Finland Moldavia, Wallachia, and a 
district of Gallicia. — I am not jealous of any thing that 
can produce good to that Empire, My sentiments for its 
illustrious Sovereign arc in unison with my policy. 

“ When I sliall shew myself beyond the Pyrenees, the 
frightened leopard will fly to the ocean, to avoid shame, 
defeat, and death. The triumph of my arms will be the 
triumph of the genius of good over that of evil, of mode- 
ration, order, and morality over civil war, anarchy, and 
the bad passions. My friendship and protection wall, 
I hope, restore tranquillity and happiness to the people of 
Spain. 

" Gentlemen deputies of departments to the legislative 
Body — I have directed my minister of the interior to lay 
before you the history ol the legislation, of the admini- 
stration and of the finances of the year just expired ; you 
will see that all the ideas I had conceived for the ameli- 
oration of my people, have been followed with the greatest 
activity — that in Paris, as in the most distant parts of my 
empire, the war ha? ’lot produced any delay in the public 
works. The Members of my mnncil in state will submit 
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State of France. 

to you different projects of law, and especially the law 
upon the finances ; you will see in it their prosperous 
condition I demand of my people no new sacrifice, 
though circumstances have obliged me to double my mili- 
tary means.” 

At the close of this year the French empire, as it had 
been denominated began to exhibit a scene altogether new 
to modem times, and to modern principles. “ Among 
all the human effects of Christianity, says a modern 
writer, *« the best certainly were, that it rendered the 
conclusions of philosophy practical and intelligible duties. 
— -Tt brought the virtues from the schools and groves of 
the philosophers, and gave them currency in the s)stein 
of life. It was by these means, teaching and circulating 
this knou ledge, assisted undoubtedly^by tlte divine bless- 
ing, that within two centuries after the first iolrodacllon 
of our religion, it gave a new form to human life aad 
conduct. — Tt taught men their duties, and what is more, 
brought them into the daily habit, practice, and acknow- 
ledgment of them. In this manner was tlie whole face 
of the moral world and of human society ameliorated, 
and, as it were, regenerated. — In this mauncr insensibly 
passed away those atrocities and prodigies of wickedness, 
Mliicli in the age of the first Caesars defaced and degraded 
our nature. And this amelioration, being founded on 
unsfiakcn principles, and on the firmest possihfe basis, 
was permanent.— In the scale of morals there is no 
comparison belwren the antient and moral world," 

But France, a land fertile in wonders, was now about 
to Venew, in the person of Bonaparte, a spectacle, wof- 
tliy only of antient times and anlienl manners. Tfu* 
governor of a nation still proposing to he Cfiristions, 
divesting Inmsclf of his wife with as little reluctance as he 
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lloniApartc’s Mnrriapc with .Toscphine dissolved. 

would pul. ofT his robes, and in contempt of (he fiui 
ordinances of (he rclig-ion which he now seemed to 
profess, witliout )mying' even the common liomag-c oi 
seeking a seeming concurrence from his churcli. — A 
sacrament of liis religion was about Ir) be annulled by a 
mere ordinance of the French slate ! In the face of a 
whole people ; and to the astonishment of the world, tiic 
chic! of a nation took upon himself to promote a release 
from an obligation which he had solemnly contracted 
upon the altar 1 • A divorce from his wife, against whom 
no neglect of duty, no want of afiection, nor any other 
cause could reasonably be adduced. But such an ex- 
traordinary portion of the general Drama of inconsis- 
tencies was France now to exhibit. 

The design which Bonaparte was supposed to have long 
entertained, of dissohifig Ins marriage mih Josephine, he 
at length avowed. The project of a decree on the subject 
was submitted to the senate on the 16th of December. 
It was immediately adopted, and before the sitting lenni- 
uated, the will of the Emperor was enacted into a law. 
— The happiness of France, involved in the tranquil 
transmission of the sovereignty to a scion from the 
stock of Bonaparte, is assigned as the motive for this cx- 
traoi'dinary proceeding. The speech of Bonaparte on this 
occasion to the Vice-Chancellor, was in substance nearly 
the same with which in the play of Henry VIII. the King 
addresses the cardinals. 

“ By desire of his Majesty the Emperor, all the mem- 
bers of the senate assembled at eleven o’clock in the 
morning, in lull dress, in the hall of their usual sittings. 
The sitting of the Senate at which the Kings of We-st- 
phalia and Naples, Grand Admiral the Prince Vicc-Btiv 
of Italy, the Arch-Chancellor of state, the Princn F«co- 
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SitUn? of the Senate 

Grand Constable, and the Pnnce Vice Grand Elector, 
assisted, and at wlweb tbe Pnnce Arcb-ChaocelJor of the 
Empire presided, formed, on account oftlie importance 
of the subjects which were discussed, an epoch in the 
annals of France On that day was presented to the 
senators, a project of a Senatus Consultum, respecting a 
dissolution of the marriage between the Emperor Napo- 
leon and tlic Empress Josephine Tins diasolution of 
marnage, required by the two high parties, and approved 
of by a family council, at which all the Princes and 
Princesses of the imperial fhmily, at present m Fans, 
assisted, received the same day the assent of the senate, 
■after having been the object of examination of a special 
commission, named for this purpose After having read 
the contents of the imperial decree, whicli enacted the 
convocation of the senate, and of that which directed 
that it should bo presided bj the Prince Arch Chancellor, 
and that the Princes of the imperial familj, hereafter 
named, should be present m the senate, the ofTicn) joun^J 
gave an account of tins memorable sitting m the following 
terms —‘[Here followed a speech from the Arch Chancellor 
of state, the Pnnce Arch Chancellor of the Empire, pre- 
sident, and Duhe of Parmd 

*‘Tho Count RegnauUde St Jean d’Angely hid before 
the senate the project of the Senatus ConsuUnm, and 
explained the motives of it, which were, that they mutu- 
ally s'lcrifico their conjugal happiness to the welfare and 
interests of their countiy. fJFIcre follows n speech Crotn 
the Pnneo Vicc-Roy of Italy , after which the Count 
Garnicr, annual president, proposed to refer the project 
of tho Senatus ConsuUum to tho examination of a 
special commission of nine members, which was named, 
and made its report duiing (he siting 3 
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Act of the Senate. 

“ At lialf past four tlio senate resumed its sitting-; and 
Count Lacepede, one of the members of tlic special com- 
mission, made the report, whiclt terminated in proposing; 
theadoption of the of the Sc7W(us Co72Su[lian, and 

also the adoption of two addresses, one to the Emperor 
and the other to the Empress. 

EXTHACT FROM THE TlECrSTEIl OF THE CONSERVATIVE 
SENATE, OF SATUltUAY THE IGtU DKCEMBEn, 1809. 

“ The conservative senate, assembled to the number of 
members prescribed by article 90th of the act of the con- 
stitution, and dated the 13th December 1799, having- seen 
the act drawn up, the 15th of the present month, by the 
Prince Arch-Chancellor of the Empire, of which the fol- 
lowing is the substance : — 

** tn the year 1809, and the 15th day of December, at 
nine o’clock in the evening, we, Jean Jaques Ilegis Cam- 
bacercs. Prince Arch Clranccllor of the Empire, Duke of 
Parma, exercising the functions prescribed to us by title 
the 2d of the 14th article of the statute of the imperial 
family, and in consequence of orders addressed to us by 
his Majesty the Emperor and King, in his private letter 
dated that day, of the following tenor: — 

“ My Cousin, our desire is that you repair this day, at 
nine o’clock in the evcning,*to our grand cabinet of the 
palace of the Thuilleries, attended by the civil secretary 
of state of our imperial family, to receive from us, and 
from the Empress our dear consort, a communication of 
great importance ; for this purpose -we have ordered 
that liiio present private letter should be sent you. — 
We pray God' to have you, my Cousin, in his holy 
blessed keeping.” 

‘ Pai'is, Decei7ibe7' 15, 1809.’ 
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Bonaparte's Letter to the DuTtc of Parma. 

On the back was written, * To our Cousin, the Prince 
Arch-Chancellor, Duke of Parma/ 

We accordingly proceeded to the hall of the tlirpne 
of the Palace of the ’Xltoilleries, attended by Michel-Louis- 
Etienne Regnault (de St. Jean d’AngcIy), count of the 
Empire, minister of state, and secretary of state te the 
imperial family, A quarter of an hour afterwards wc 
were introduced to the grand cabinU of the Emperor, 
M’here we found his majesty the Emperor and King, with 
her majesty the Empress, attended by their majesties the 
Kings of Holland, Westphalia, and Naples, Iiis irapcriol 
highness the Prince Vicc-Roy; the Queens of Holland, 
Westphalia, Naples, and Spain ; raadamc, and her im- 
perial highness the Princess Pauline. His majesty tlic 
Emperor and King condescended to address us in these 
terms 

* Hy Cousin, Prince Arch-Chancellor, I despatched to 
you a private letter, dated this day, to direct you to repair 
to my cabinet, for the purpose of communicating to jou 
the resolution wliich I and the Empress, my dearest con- 
sort, have taken. It gives me pleasure that the Kings, 
Queens, and Princesses, roy brothers nnd sisters, my hro* 
thrrs and sisters-in-law, my daughtcr-indaw, and my son in- 
law, become my adopted son, os well as my moUier, should 
witness what I am going to communicate to you. 

' Tiic politics of my monarchy, the interest and tiff 
wants of my people, which have constantly guided all my 
actions, require that after me, I should leave to cJiildrcn, 
inheriters of my love for my pcojilc, that throne on which 
providence has placed me. Nol^ilhstantiing, for several 
years past, I have lost the hope of liaving children h? my 
marriage with my well-1»e!o\ed consort the Ilmpross lo- 
sejdiinc. This U is whit',f .•.i.u-tS rr.o <»• ctarihce the 
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sweetest adcctioiis of my Iicart, to attend to nolhing but 
the good of the state, and to ^Yish the -dissolution of my 
marriage. Arrived at the age of forty years, I may indulge 
tlic hope of living long enough to educate, in my views 
and sentiments, the children -which it may please provi- 
dence to give me : God knows Jiow muoli such a resolution 
has cost my heart; but there is no sacrifice beyond my 
courage, that I will not make, wlien it is proved to me to 
be necessary to the welfare of France. I should add, that 
far from ever having had reason to complain, on the con- 
trary, I have had only to be satisfied with the attachment 
and the afl'cetion of my well-beloved consort. She has 
adorned 15 years of my life, the remembrance of which 
will ever remain engraven on ray heart. She was crowned, 
by my hand. 1 wish she should preserve the rank and 
title of Empress, but, above all, that she should never 
doubt my sentiments, and that she should ever regard rue 
as her best and dearest friend.’ 

“ His majesty the Emperor and King having ended, her 
majesty the Empress and Queen spoke as iollows : 

‘ By’ the permission of our dear and august consort, 1 
ought to declare, that not preserving any hope of having 
children, which may fulfil the wants of his policy and the 
interests of France, I am pleased to give him the greatest 
proof of attachment and devotion which has ever been 
given on earth. ^ I possess all from his bounty ; ,it was 
his hand which crowned me ; and from the height of his 
throne I have i-eceived nothing but proofs of affection 
and love from the French people. 

‘ I think I prove myself grateful in consenting to the 
dissolution of a marriage, which heretofore was an ob- 
stacle to the welfare of France, which deprived it of the 
happiness of being one day governed by the descendants of 
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a great man, evidently raised up by providence to eflacc 
tlie evils of a terrible rciolution, and to re-establish the 
altar, the throne, and social order But Uie dissolution of 
my marriage will in no degree change the sentiments of 
my heart The Emperor tmH oerliave mine lushest 
friend I know how much this act, demanded by policy 
and by interests so great, has chilled Ins heart , but both 
of us exult m tlio sacrifice which we make for the good of 
the country,’ 

“ After which their imperial majesties having demanded 
an act of (heir respective declarations as well as of the mu- 
tual consent contained m them, and which their majesties 
gave to the dissolution of their marriage, as also of the 
power which their majesties conferred on us to follow up 
as need shall require tfie effect of their will, we, Pnnee 
Arch Chancellor of Uio Empire, in obedience to the orders 
and requisitions of their majesties, have given the afore- 
said act, and have in consequence executed the present 
proces terbal, to serveand availaccordmgtolnw,towhich 
procfs verbal ibciT majesties have afllxcd their signatures, 
arc! which, after having been signed by the Kings, Queens, 
Pr nccs, and Princes<5e5 present, has been signed by Us, 
and rounlcrsigned hy the secretary of the wnpcnal fa' 
only 

** Done at the Palace of thoThuillLnrs th-* day hour, 
and the year aforesaid. 

(Signed) 

“NAPOLEON, “Eucenh NAroLROV, 

“JOSEPHINE, “JULIE, 

“ MADA5IE, “ HOnXENSK, 

" LOUIS. “ CATHEniNE, 

“JEUOME NAPOLEON, “PAULINE , 
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Articles of Divorce. 

“ JOACHIM NAPOLEON, “ CAROLINE, 

» CA]MBACERES, Prince Arch Clmnccllor, 

» COUNT HEYNAULT, (do St. Jean d’Angcly.)” 

“ Having- seen the project of the Setmtt/s Consultiim, 
drawn up in the form prescribed by the 57th article of the 
act of the constitution, of the 4th August, 1802; after 
having heard the motives of the said project, tlic orators of 
the council of state, and the report of the special com- 
mission, appointed in the sitting of this day; the adoption 
having been discussed by the number of members pre- 
scribed by the 56th article of the act of the constitution 
of the 4th August, 1802, decree, 

" Art. I. The marriage contracted bctwccn’thc Emperor 
Napoleon and the Empress Josephine is dissolved. 

“ II. The Empress Josephine shall preserve the title and 
rank of Empress Queen crowned. 

“ III. Her dowry is fixed at an annual income of two 
millions of francs, on Hie revenue of the stale. 

“ IV. All the assignments which may be made liy the 
Emperor in favour orf the Empress Josephine on the funds 
of the civil list, shall be obligatory on his successors. 

“ V. The present Senatus Consultum shall be trans • 
raitted by a message to his imperial and royal majesty.” 

The two addresses proposed by the commission were 
afterwards put to the vote, and adopted. 

Little need be added to so disgustful an expose, except 
the horrid state of Europe, under French domination, 
which was .officially developed at this period : 

“ It would have been an easy task for the Emperor, 
(says count Montalvet) to unite all Gallicia with tlie 
Duchy of WarsavA ; but he would not do any thing 
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which should excite the least'uneasiness in the mind of 
his ally, the Emperor of Eussia. His majesty never en- 
tertained the idea of restoring the kingdom of Poland.— 
What he has done for new Gallicia was prescribed to him 
by sound policy and honour. He could not sunendcr to 
the vengeance of an implacable Prince, people who had 
displayed such fervent zeal for the cause of France.” He 
then proceeds: — The Hanse Towns shall preserve their 
independence; they shall sett e as a medium of’ the re- 
prisal of war with regard to England. Peace shall imme* 
diately he concluded with Sweden. Nothing shall be 
changed in the political relations of the confederation of 
the Rhine, and the Helvetic confederacy.— Holland is, in 
fact, only a part of France. A’definition of that coimtiy 

maybe given by sayingthat HUacontinuationoftlicIlbine, 

tlio Meuse, and the Sdieldt; that is to say, of the great ar- 
teries of the Frencli Empire. Tlie obsolute inactivity of 
her custom-house, the disposition of her agents, and the 
sentiments of its inlmhllants, whicli lend incessantly <t> a 
fraudulent trade with England, have rendered it necessary 
to exclude them from all commercial intercourse with tlie 
Rhine; and thus placed in a state of morbid compression 
between France and England, Holland Is depri' cd both of 
the advantages which clash with our general system, and 
which she must relinquish; and of those whicli sho might 
enjoy. It is time that all this should he set right. Tlic 
lllyTian prosinecs cover Italy, givo her a direct communi- 
cation with Dalmatia, procure us-n point of immediate 
contact with tlie Empire of Constantinople, which it must 
he the wish and intention of France for so many rca'on^to 
support and, protect. Spain and Portugal ore the scot of 

t\ mad revolution; 'the numerous Agents of England keep 

jip the coutlagcaUon wliich tlicy have raised. Tlic force. 
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Bonaptitc the favourite of Fiwico. 

the power, and the calm moderation of the Emperor will 
restore to them peaceful days. Should Spain free her co- 
lonies, it will be through her own fault. The Emperor 
will never oppose the independence of the continental na- 
tions of America ; that independence is in the natural or- 
der of events; it is just; it agrees with the true interest of 
all European powers. Should the people of Mexico and 
Peru wish to raise themselves to the elevation of a noble 
independence, France shall never oppose them, provided 
they enter into no connection with England. France is not 
under the necessity of vexing her neighbours, or imposing 
on them tyrannical laws, to secure her prosperity and 
trade. We have lost the colony of Martinico, and that of 
Cayenne ; they were both badly defended. The circum- 
stances which led to their loss form the object of a strict 
inquiry ; although it is not of any weight in the general 
balance of affairs, since they will be restored to us in a 
more flourishing condition at the general peace.” 

Nothing of greater importance distinguished the close 
of this year. It proved, however, that by a mixture of 
frivolity and greatness, be had by this time rendered himself 
the favourite of France : in fact that nation considered 
him the hero of his age. But one grand essential was 
necessary ; — he wanted goodness. He had not even that 
portion of common honesty, which dramatists require to 
give effect to the qualifications of a poetic liero ! 
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CHAPTER Xlt. 

The kingdom of Holland was now pitclicd upon as 
necessary to be added to the French empire ; for, the 
Expose expressly says, “ Holland is, in fact, only a part 
of France. A definition of that country may be gi?eD» 
by saying, that it is a continuation of the Bbinc, the 
Meuse, and the Scheldt — that is to say, of the great 
arteries of the French empire.” 

The senate met at Paris on the 27lb of February,” 
1810, when tbo prince Arcb-ChancelJor, who presided 
on the occasion, read Uic following message from the 
emperor : Senators, we have despatched to Vienna, as oar 
ambassador extraordinary, oar cousin, the prince of 
Newfchatel, to solicit tbo hand of tlio arch-duchess 
Mana-Louisa, daughter of the Emperor of Austria. 
Wo Imvo given orders to our minister for foreign rela- 
tions to lay before you the articles of the treaty of 
rDarriago between us and the Archduchess Maria-Iiouisa, 
which has been concluded, signed, and ratified. o 
ha\e been desirous of eminently contributing to the 
happiness o! the present generation. Tlic enemies of 
iho continent have founded their prosperity upon iU 
dissensions and divisions, Tlicy can no longer nourish 
war, by imputing to » p ojuts incompatibU* ^it » the 
lies and duties of aft.nUy, hAKf a p have just coniracied 
ui‘h tlic imperial house retgiiin^ m Austria. 'Hie brilliant 
(jualitios which distinguish the Archduchess Mnria houi'a, 
ha>e acquired her the lo>o of the people of Austria. 
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They have Hxcd our regards. Oar {.coplo WUl love tbis 
princess from their love for us, until, being witnesses ot 
all the mtues which have given her so high a place in our 
thoughts, they shall love her for herself. — Given at 
our palace of the ThuiUeries, the 27th of February, 
1810. 

(Signed) “ Napoleon.” 

After the message was read, the duke de Cadore com 
niunicated to the senate the articles of tlie marriage 
treaty, which arc in the usual form. The articles of the 
treaty are, with regard to portion, dowiy, and jewels, in 
all respects the same as those in the marriage treaties, in 
preceding reigns, between the kings and dauphins of 
France, and the princesses of Austria. The value of 
the jewels, and the nuptial ornaments which Napoleon 
had destined for his bride, was estimated at eighteen 

millions of francs. . ^ 

■ The marriage was celebrated at Vienna, on the 11th 
of March, at six o’clock in the evening, and the empress 
set off on the 13th on her way to Paris, where the cere- 
mony took place on the 1st of April. The train of the 
empress Louisa was supported by four queens, and after 
the marriage the royal pair set off for St. Cloud. Tliree 
days after they received the congratulations of the senate. 
Bonaparte’s answer was short and general ; and the 
empress, contrary to the practice of her predecessors, 
made no reply. 

• By this marriage, the Emperor Napoleon became 
related to almost all the royal families of Europe. Besides 
being son-in-law to the Emperor of Austria, and nephew 
to the Archduke Charles, he is great nephew to the queen 
of Naples fuefbre Joachim Murat was king,) first cousin 
t L’erumava the seventh of Spain, and to the princo 
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regent of Portugal ; he was also nephew to the daughter 
of lioals the Sixteenth, the duchess of Angouleme* 

By a decree of the senate, which adopted a semlui 
consultum at Paris, Rome was united to the Frenoh 
Empire. 

The French made likewise great progress in Spain. 
U appears, that the line of nefenoo formed by the 
Spaniards on the Sierra JVioivi»i., *•'15 suddenly forced 
by llie French, who by their manoeuvres completely 
deceived the Spaniards, and even in some instances 
dcboached in the rear of (heir mines and entrenchments, 
by which their progress was expected to have beea 
opposed. In these operations the French are stated to 
have taken six thousand prisoners, including two generals, 
^vcnty•five pieces of cannon, eight standards, and several 
magazines, and to have effected the total dispersion of 
the remains of the Spanish army whicli had rallied after 
the defeat of Ocana. 1110 fetter containing this intehi- 
genco was dated the 22nd of January, from Baylc04 
On the 29tii, the French were within, two Jeaffucs of 
Soille, whence the people were flying in all directions. 
Cadiz was crowded with refugees. On llic 31st, eleven 
thousand men of the Duke of Albuquerque’s army 
entered the isle of X^con. A strong dctar,\irn»”n» the 
French cavalry attempted to surprize A cuw. ia Hcaf, to 
which place the Spanish park of artillery had been re- 
moved; but it failed. In consequence of the advanced 
position of the enemy, the Spanish fleet nt Cadiz was 
moved to the outer harbour, and anchored on the out- 
side of the English squadron. 

Tlvc people of Cadiz became greatly enraged at ‘)’0 
members of ifio fate Junti, some of whom find been ruh- 
licly denounced as traitors* Several of them who hal 
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arrived ^vcre ])orsonaUY assailed by the populace, and 
bad nearly fallen victims to the infuriated resentment of 
the people. Gcncrjil Venegas was also suspected of 
treason ; and though la* had publicly appealed for pro- 
tection, it 'a'as with difiiculty he escaped with his 
life. 

’ ^Marshal Atiijorenu sent to the minister of war an no- 
count of a battle fought in the plains of Vech, between 
the division of general Sourham and the Spanish army 
of Catalonia, commanded by general O'Donnel; in 
which the latter was defeated with the loss of six thou 
sand throe, hundred men, and retreated to Tarnigona. 
The Spaniards were the assailants, and it is admitted 
that the attack was made with groat fury. General Sour- 
ham was wounded. 

The French Gcner.al Bonnet, in his report from Oviedo» 
declares, that the patriots were in such superior force, 
that they meditated an attack upon him ; which he anti- 
cipated, by attacking them on the 14th : that the battle 
was renewed on the 1.5th, and that it ended in the defeat 
of the Spaniards, who were driven to the frontiers of 
Gallicia. 

The whole of the Spanish men of war at Cnrthagcna, • 
consisting of the San Carlos and San Fernando,* of one 
hundred and thirty guns ; the Guerrero and San Pueblo, 
seventy-fours, and the Solcdad frigate, were, through 
the exertions of colonel Roche and Sir S. Hood, removed 
to Gibraltar and Mahon. 

The French opened a new work in the neighbourhood 
of Matagorda, without producing the effect apprehended 
upon Cadiz. The distance across the channel of the 
Puntals is only one thousand • three hundred and thirty 
yards ; but the nearest French battery to the front hasfion 
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of Cadiz, was three thousand eight hundred and eighty- 
eight yards removed from it, and the two next batteries 
were four thousand one hundred and eighteen, and five 
thousand two hundred and three yards distant. 

Joseph Bonaparte had a very narrow escape in his 
journey from Grenada to Madrid. A number of armed 
peasants, in order to intercept him, concealed themselves 
in one of the sinuosities of (he Sierra Morena ; on a ‘ 
sudden they made their appearance, and discharged 
several rounds of musketry. Some of the halls pierced 
the carriage, and killed two of his attendants ; but he 
escaped without injury. 

Marshal Augereau was recalled from the command of 
the army in Catalonia, and was succeeded by Macdonald • 
and Barcelona was supplied with provisions, during 
the absence of the British squadron in a gale of 
wind. 

Two prison-ships were driven on shore on that side of ' 
the bay of Cadiz occupied by (be French. The prisoners 
on board one df them, amounting to several hundreds, 
escaped on shore. The other prison-ship being in immi- 
nent danger, as a heavy sea was breaking over her, 
assistance was sent to her from the British squadron. 
Instead, however, of gratefully acknowledging and ac- 
cepting these offices of humanity, the Frenchmen, who 
had by this time gained complete possession of the vessel, 
fired upon thcBrilish boats, killed nineteen of the crews, 
aud wounded several. A heavy fire was, in consequence, 
opened on the ]irison-sh)p, by which nearly two hundred 
of the refractory were killed and woondod. A Spanish 
ship of the line, with n conjidrmhJc qoantJly of dollan 
on board, also ran ashore about the same time ; but the 
disaster was ascribed rather to treachery than to ac- 
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cident or ncglig;cncc. The vesstfl was, however, Ibr- 
tunalcly got off by tlio cxcrlions of tlic IBrilish sea- 
men. 

^JHic British foicc in Cadiz at the beginning of June, 
amoviutcd to seven tlioiisand men, tlic Portuguese to 
sixteen liundrcd, and the Spaniards lo fifteen thousand, 
making in the whole twenty -three thousand five hundred 
men. 

By a decree dated at Fortainblcau, October 19, 1810, 
all prohibited articles of English manutacturo at that 
tinio in France, or (Imt might after tliat period bo 
brought into it, were ordered to be burned. A similar 
order was applied to Holland, the duchy of Berg, the 
Hansc Towns, and all tlio country between the Maine 
and tlio sea. By this decree, all British merchandize 
introduced into tlio kingdoms of Italy or Naples, the 
Illyrian provinces, the parts of Spain occupied by the 
French, and generally in all the places within the reach 
of tiio French troops, was to be burned also. It likewise 
ordered that tliose who introduced tlicin should be brand- 
ed on the forehead, and imprisoned from tlircc to ten 
years. 

By a decree of the 12th of November, Napoleon 
united to the French Empire tlic territory of the Valais, 
under the name of the department of Simplon. The 
pretexts lo this annexation were, that the Simplon, con 
necting France and Italy, had ' cost both treasuries 
einrlilecn millions of livres ; that the- Valais had not 

D 

adhered to its engagements, and that it was necessary 
to put an end to the struggles for power among the popu- 
lation. 

A convention was concluded between France and 
Austria; by the articles of which, the sequestrations upon 
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the property of the parUzans of either in the Austrian 
territories, or in those of the Rhenish Confederation, were 
done away, in order, as the preamble states, ty efface all 
traces of the late war in Gerraany. In conformity with 
this arrangement, all (lie Austrian nobles, having pos* 
sessions in the states of the Rhenish Confederation, 
were reqaested to declare, within the firs^ dajs of tlioycar 
18H, whether they would choose to rcma.n in the ser* 
\ice of the court of Vienna, return to their possessions 
within the limits of the confederation. In the first case 
they were required to sell such estates within the space 
of five years, or transfer them to some branch of their 
family who would be resident. 

The Austrian monarchy, by tlic loss of the quicksilver 
mines of Istria, in consequence of the late war, ami the 
lead mines of Bleybcrg, the customs at Trieste, the salt 
works at Hallciu, Sallzburgh, and Wichcza In Gulilcla, 
with the customs of the ceded countries, sustained an 
annual deficiency in her revenues of forty millions nf 
francs. It may likewise be added, that the sum total of 
the war contributions paid by Austria to France, amounlc<l 
to eighty -five millions of francs, of which thirty tnilltons 
were paid in cash, and the rest m bills of exchange, at 
five milUons per month; tlic Inst pajroent of which was to 
take place in October, 1810. 

Tlie annexation of (lie Hanoverian territory to tlie 
kingdom of Vl'^estphaHa, was definitively settled, 
proclamation issued by king Jerome to his new subject*, 
WAS dated from CnsscI, (ho 1st of March ; and nfirr 
stating that Napoleon had, by a convention concluded 
at Fans on tiie 14lli of Jonuary, resigned oil his rights 
and claims on Uiat country to him, congrattilafrs th* 
llano^ennDS on being relieved from the painful state of 
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uncertainty in ^Yhich they had hitherto lingered, adverts 
to their present misery and wretchedness, engages to pi£- 
tcct them against all attacks of continental powers, and 
to secure them from the insults incident to a maritiiriu 
war ; and concludes with expressing a liopc, that they 
will render tlicmseivcs wortliy of the brilliant prospect 
which this union opens to their view. The deputies of 
Hanover took the oath of allegiance to their new sove- 
reign, on the part of the people, at Casscl, on the 14th 
of March. Hanover, by tins determination, is to be 
divided into three dcp^irtments, viz. those of the Allcr, 
of tlic Ilmenau, and of the Mouths of the Elbe and 
W eser. 

We may here remark, that the total loss of the Empire 
of Austria, from 1804 to the peace of Vienna in 1809, 
amounted to three thousand one hundred and eighty-eight 
square leagues, and five millions nine hundred and 
seventy-eight thousand five hundred and tliirty-six inha- 
bitants. 

Disturbances broke out in the Tyrol in consequence of 
an attempt to enforce the conscription system among those 
brave people. A number of the inhabitants, to avoid this 
hateful measure, fled to the mountains, and relying upon 
their fastnesses, braved the military. Occasionally, they ^ 
descended into the valleys, and interrupted by their incur- 
sions, the communication between the different districts. 
The presence of a large military force therefore became 
necessary, to preveni the insurrection extending to 
the Pustertbal, the inhabitants of which were adverse 
to their country being incorporated with the Illyrian 
provinces. 

In Spain the supreme junta issued an edict, ordaining 
that trie armies should be augmented to one hundred thou- 
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saivlucn; and dial one Imndred thousand lances, and one 
liundred thousand poniards should be manufactured and 
dibtiibutcd among- the provinces where they might be of 
use. The war in tlie Peninsula therefore assumed an un* 
looked lor and flattering degree of promise. 

Ihe opani&h general liallasteros, it appears by a des- 
patch from the marquis Romana, had hts head quarters 
on the iiifith of March, in the neighbourhood of Ronquillo, 
from whence he reports that he had defeated the enemy at 
Santa Olalla, and dislodged them from all the strong 
posts in the neighbourhood. These positions arc to the 
westward of the Sierra Morena, direct north of Seville, 
and nearly in the rear of the French troops in Anda- 
lusia. 

Tlic duke of Treviso for four successive days attacked 
Badajoz, but 'w'as repulsed with loss, and fell back towards 
Merida. 

A plan was entered into at St. Andero, to expel the 
French from that toAvn and neighbourhood, by a general 
rising of the inhabitants. TTio plot was partially executed 
on the 3rd of April, and about ono hundred of the enemy 
killed in tlieir quarters. Thogarrisog, however, recover- 
ing from the alarm, attacked, and ultimately overpowered 
the inhabitants, vast numbers of whom were put to the 
sword, and about two hundred sent oCT under an escort to 
France. 

IJy the despnfebes which were received from sir Jdhn 
'Stuart, dated Messina, April 24, we arc informed that 
the Greek island of St. ’Maura was captured by the 
Ik.iltsb troops under brigadier-general Oswald a>JM **y 
a naval force under coptum Pyre, of the JIagnificent, 
after several smart and web contested actions with the 
Vreneb garrison, which amounted to sixteen hundred men, 
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ami tito remains of which finally snrrendcrctl prisoners 
of war. 

The French were successful in taking Ciudad Rodrigo, 
which, after a most obstinate defence, during a terrific 
and destructive fire of sixteen days, surrendered at dis- 
cretion, as appears from the account given by his high- 
ness the Marshal Prince of Essling, in a report dated 
the 12th ol July. The report says, " it- is impossible to 
form an idea of the stale to whicli Ciudad Rodrigo is re- 
duced. Every thing is battered down and ruined, notso 
ranch as a single house standing entire." Upwards of 
two thousand .men Averc killed, including the troops and 
mhabilanls. The garrison, consisting of seven thousand 
men, laid down their arms in the arsenal, on the entrance 
of the French troops. At this place the French took 
six stand of colours, one hundi-ed and twenty-five ex- 
cellent pieces of artillery, the greater part of them brass, 
two hundred thousand pounds of powder, twelve huirdred 
thousand cartridges, and a considerable quantity of shot 
and artillery stores. 

On the 29th of July, tlic French general count Serras 
attacked the fort of Senabria, which was defended by three 
thousand Spaniards. This post is important, says the 
French account, because it commands the entrance into 
Portugal, and shuts up the communications with Gallicia. 
After a slight resistance the Spanish general abandoned 
the town, and the French found tlierein twenty pieces 
' of artillery, and provisions for three thousand men for s=x 
months. 

On the 15th of August, the prince of Essling caused 
- the trenches to be opened before Almeida, Avhen a false 
attack, directed against the north of the town, had drown 
the attention of the besieged to that quarter. Afipi- a 
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most obstinate defence, -which continued till the 26lh, 
the governor sent some officers to request a cessation of 
hostilities. Marshal Massena, prince of Esslin^, made 
known to them the terms of capitulation which lie-intend- 
ed to offer, and several hours were employed in ncgocia- 
tion ; but as tins did not answer.' Uie expectations of the 
French general, lie ordered tlie fire to re-commence at 
eight in the evening, and three hours after the governor 
signed a capitniafion, hy which the garrison surrendered 
prisoners of ^var, and the Portuguese militia deposited 
their arms, and were permitted to return home. The 
French found on the hattcrics ninety-eight pieces of 
cannon, and seventeen requiring repair, three thousand 
rations of biscuit, one hundred thousand rations of salt 
meat, and a great quantity ofotficr provisions. 

On the 27lli of September a baltlo was fought between 
the armies under marshal hfassena (prtneo of Essting) and 
lord viscount Wellington, in the position of Busaco in Por* 
tugal. This was a well contested action, whicli fortunate)/ 
turned inudi to the advantage of the English forces under 
the command of his lordship: the French, it is said, left 
two thousand dead on the field of battle, and that the 
number of their wounded was immense. The English and 
Portuguese, according to the despatch, had about two liun- 
dred and ten killed, and about nine hundred and finy 
wounded. 

In the cast the British arms were attended with succesf 
In tJie capture of Ambojna, one of the Molucca islands, 
by A Squadron of ships under captains Tucker, ^lon- 
tague, and Spencer, who, with one hundred and leveoty* 
six troops and the seamen and marines of the Dover, Com 
v^aliiN, uud Samaiang, the uhole force nmoiintlng only 
four innulrcd and one men, including ofliccrs, proceeded 
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up llic harbour on the 9th of Fcl)ruary, anil nuulc jjood 
their landinjj on the loth, under the command of captain 
Court, of llic India Company’s coast artillery. The shi{)B 
commenced the attack by cannonading the fort and sur- 
rounding batteries, Avhich was continued for two hours and 
a half, though exposed to a heavy fire of red hot shot from 
the heights on the left of the town. In the mean time, 
the force on shore had stormed the battery of Wannatoo, 
notwithstanding the determined opposition of the enemy, 
who had two officers killed, and one dangerously wound- 
ed, and the guns were turned upon the enemy in their re- 
treat. Captain Court then proceeded in the arduous undcr- 
liiking along the heights to turn the enemy’s position at 
Butter Gantong, which commanded the town of Amboyiui. 
After a fatiguing inarch, ascending and descending liills 
over which there was no road, and many of them so ex- 
tremely sleep as to require the assistance of the bushes for 
the men to get up and down by, they reached an emi- 
nence which cflcctually commanded the enemy, who re- 
tired immediately, and the battery was entered without op- 
position. In this state of things, a summons wms sent to 
the governor on the morning of the 17th, and a capitula- 
tion -was agreed to, by which the island was given up to 
the British on the 19tli ; the garrison to bo sent to Java at 
the expence of the captors. The island was defended by 
one hundred and thirty Europeans and upwards of one 
thousand Javanese and Mandurese troops, exclusive of the 
crews of three vessels sunk in the inner harbour, amount- 
ing to two hundred and twenty men, aided by the Dutch 
inhabitants. The loss sustained by the British at Awbovna, 
and at the destruction of a Dutch fort at Pooio Combu, 
in the Celebes, was only five killed and nineteen wounded 
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Success bf (he British in the lodiao Seas 

The Euglish took seveti vessels of war of various dcs- 
cnptioDs, fortj-lwo goveromeni supplj? vessels of djflerent 
descriptions, and three neutrals , jn all fift^-two —By 
another letter from captain Tucker, dated from Amboy na, 
Harch 1, it appears, that the valuable islands from Sapa- 
rona, Harouka, and NassaU'jLaut, as well as those of 
Bouro and Hanippa, likewise surrendered to his Britannic 
majesty's forces. 

His majesty’s arms were also crowned with success in 
another expedition in the Indian seas, by which (ho island 
of Bonaparte (late Bourbon) was added to bts dominions 
The expedition consisted of the Bondicca, Nenade, Sinus, 
and Ipiugcniea, under the command of commodore How 
ley, and a force of three thousand six hundred and fifty 
European and Indian troops, under lieutenant eoloncl 
Keating On the 7th of July, a partial landing was cf 
fected on the island, but, owin^ to the Molencc of the 
surf, the remainder of the force was not put on shore till 
the next day, when colonel Keating advanced to the 
attack of the capital (St Hcois) Hiery thing was in 
readiness, and llio grand attack would lia>c taken place 
in less than half an hour, when a suspension of arms was 
demanded hy " a brave, though vanquished enemy," nnd 
thus, says tlio colonel, ** m a few hours has tins rich, 
extensuo, and \aluablc colony, been added to bis gract 
ons majesty’s dominions, with a population of upwards of 
one hundred thousand souls, nnd with a loss on our part 
comparatively triding ” By the (.opitulation, the Trench 
troops (filtecn hundred) were allowed Uie Iionours of war, 
Oiev were to he sent to (he Cope of Good Hope , and the 
laws, customs, nnd religion of the loliabitanls, ns well s» 
Hicir pnralc pronerty, was to be insured to Uiem. The 
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loss of tlie British consisted eighteen men killed, end 
seventy-nine wounded. 

In the London Gazette, which appeared on the 15(h of 
January, 1811, aro details of the military and naval trans- 
actions which took place on the capture of the isles of 
France and Banda, the only remaining possessions of tlie 
French in the Indian Seas. By the capitulation of the 
Isle of France, the land and sea forces, ofliccrs, subalterns, 
and privates, were to retain their edccts and baggage; 
not to be considered as prisoners of v/ar, Irut to be con- 
veyed, at the expence of the English, with their families, 
to some parts of European Frmicc. Private property, 
of course, was to be respected, and the inhabitants main- 
tained in their religion, customs, and laws. The follow- 
ing vessels were found at Port Napoleon ; La M'inerve, 
fifty-two guns; La Bcllona, forty-eight; L’Astrec, forty- 
four, La Manchec, forty-four ; Iphigcnica, thirty-six ; 
Nercide, thirty-six; (llicse two Averc formcily English 
frigates ;) Lc Victor, sloop, twenty-two ; L’Entrepro- 
nant, fourteen ; and a new brig (name unknown,) fourteen ; 
The Charlton, Ceylon, and United Kingdom, (formerly 
English East Indiamcn ;) and twenty-eight merchant 
vessels of various burdens, from one hundred and fifty to 
one thousand tons ; besides live gun brigs. 

On the 5th of Maroli, 1811, an attack was made by 
General Graham, with the division under his command, 
upon the French array under marshal Victor, before 
Cadiz, composed of the two divisions of. Busin and 
Laval. The contest was severe, and the result most 
brilliant and victorious on the part of the allies. Marshal 
Victor’s force consisted of eight thousand men;, that of 
General Graham of five tiousand British and Spanish 
troops. The loss on the side of the French wa§ very 
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The French panned to Badajoz. 

considerable ; 'the field, being covered with tlieir slain, not 
less than thirteen hundred men being stated to ha^ e fallen. 
Besides which, the allies took Generals Kusiii, Rousseau, 
and Bellegarde, (the former of whom was wounded, and 
,lhe second of whom died afterwords of, the wounds ho 
had received,) and about four hundred and twenty rank 
and file ; together with an eagle and six pieces of cannon. 
Tlie loss on the side of the Allies! consisted of one thou- 
sand two hundred and forty-three killed and wounded; 
but most of tlic latter .were expected lo recover. When 
the expedition against the rear of the French was planned, 
an arrangement for an attack on Uic French batteries ia 
Cadiz bay, for tbe purpose of operating a diversion, was 
made. But this attack, by reason of the unf.ivoiirahlc 
weather, could not ho executed till the Ctb, the day nftcr 
General Graham’s action, when it was carried into elTcct 
with all the bravery and* coolness of British seamen. 
All the batteries on tlicicast side of tlic hay, frojn llot.i 
to St. Mary’s, with the exception of Fort Catalina, ^ 
were carried by storm, the guns spiked, and the works 
destroyed. . , 

On tbc t?5(h of March, Marshal Reresford had n parh'al 
action with the enemy near Campo Major, by which 't 
appears, that tlic French were pursued to Bad.ijor, vilh 
the loss of between five and six hundred men. Ulic 
on the side of the allies amounted to Iwcnly^four killeib 
sixty-nioo wounded, and seventy-seven missing. 'Rio 
cnefliy abandoned a considcmhlo supply of provi«on» 
when they left Campo aSfajor. They likewise nhandooed 
Albuquerque. 

1 By a despatch from Marshal Bcresfonl, dated Ap^il 
10, 1811, it appeared, that having completed the bridge* 
oTcf the GuaJiana,he crossed lliat river on the 0th. and 
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tliul (he I’^rounh uttarked his advanced posts on the 7tJi, 
• in the neigliliourhood, of Olivon^a, hut were repulsed 
nilh loss. 'Fhe Prench fluMi wilhtlren* the garrisons, 
exeepling three hundred men IVoin Olivcn^a, and tlirco 
hattalions from Badajo'/, on the .same day; und on the 
Sth, tl\c whole corps of I^Iortier, consisting of six thou- 
sand men, took up a jU)silion he.tween Alhaeiza and 
Santa iVIarlhu. General Gole, laid .siege to Oh’vcnga, 
which surrendered on the 1-lth, and Itlar.shal Beresford 
had his head (jnartevs on the 12th at Santa itlartha, the 
French having retired. 

By despatches from lord Wellington, dated the 8tli and 
10th of ]\lay, it appeared, that the emany’s whole army, 
consisting of the secoml, sixtlt/ and eigiit corps, and all 
tlio cavalry that could be collected in Castile and Leon, 
including nine hundred of the imperial guard, together 
with some hattalions of tl«e ninth corps, crossed the 
Aguodu at Ciudad Ilodrigo, on the 9lh, and made two 
desperate attacks ou the British army, for the purpose of 
relieving Almeida. The contest, though very severe, 
terminated in the complete rcpnlse of the enemy, and 
the allied army continued to hold its position. On the 
7th, at night, the French army retired from lhc position- 
which tlicy occupied oii the preceding day on tljc Luas 
Casas. On the Sth, the enemy continued their retreat 
to the woods between Calligocs Espejas and Fuentes dc 
Honor. On 'the 9th, they crossed the Azava; and on the 
lOlh, the Agueda, leaving Almeida to its fate. In the 
action of the 3rd of May, the British loss consisted of 
twenty-two killed, and one hundred and seventy-one 
wounded ; that* of the Portuguese, fourteen killed, ahd 
thirty-three wounded. On the Sth, the British loss con- 
nsied of one hundred and', forty-eight ' killed, and eight 
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considerable ; 'tbe bold cohered with their slam, not 
less than thirteen Imndred men being^ stated to have fallen. 
Besides which, the allies took Generals Rusin, Rousseau, 
and Bellegarde, (the former of whom was wounded, and 
the second of whom died afterWM-ds of.tlie rounds he 
had received,) and about four hundred and twenty rank 
and file ; together with an eagle and siv pieces of cannon. 
TIic loss on tlic side of the Allies i consisted of one thou- 
sand two hundred and forty-lhrcc killed and wounded; 
but most of tlic latter .were expected to recover. When 
the expedition against the rear of the French was planned, 
an arrangement for on attack on the French haftcrics lo 
Cadiz hay, for tlie purpose of operating a diversion, "W 
made. But this attack, hy reason of the unfavourable 
weatlicr, could not he executed Idl tlio Clh, the day after 
General Graham’b action, wheu it was carried into cITect 
with all the bravery and coolness of British seamen. 
All the batteries on the cast side of tlio bay, from Ro^a 
to St. jllary’s, with the exception of Fort Catalina, 
were carried by storm, (he guns spiked, and tlie work* 
destroyed. 

On the 25lli of JInrch, hlarslial Beresford had n partial 
action with the enemy near Campo ifajor, hy which d 
appears, that tlic French were pursued to Bad.yoz, with 
the loss of between five and six hundred intn. 'ihc lo** 
on the side of tlic nllics amounU'd to twcnlj-four killed* 
sixty-nine wounded, and scvcuty-scvcn missing. 'Ihc 
cncDiy abandoned a considerable supply of provi'lnn* 
when they left Campo Major. They likewise nhaiidoned 
Alhuqucnjuc. , 

' By a despatch from Marshal Beresford, dated Apnl 
13, iSn, tl nppeared, that having completed Ibc hndgr* 
over the Guadiana, he crossed tlmt river on the Cth, and 
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TIic French desert Almeida. 

that tlie French aHacked his advanced posts on the 7th, 
.in Ihe neighbourhood, of Olivenga, but were repulsed 
with loss. The French then withdrew the garrisons, 
excepting three hundred men from Olivenga, and tliree 
battalions from Badajoz, on the same day; and on the 
Sth, the whole corps of Morlicr, consisting of six thou- 
sand men, took up a position between Albaeiza and 
Santa Martha. General' Cole laid siege to Olivenga, 
which surrendered on the 14th, and Marshal Bdresford 
had his head quarters on the 12lh at Santa Martha, the 
French having retired. 

By despatches from lord Wellington, dated the Sth and 
10th of May, it appeavedt that the enemy’s whole army, 
consisting of the second, sixtliy and eight corps, and all 
the cavah'y that could be collected in Castile and Leon, 
including nine' hundred of the iinperial guard, together 
with some battalions of the ninth corps, crossed the 
Agueda at Ciudad Bodi’igo, on' the 9th, and made two 
desperate attacks on tlie’ British army, for the purpose of 
relieving Almeida. The contest, though very' sdvere, 
terminated in the complete' repulse of the enemy, and 
the allied army ^continued to hold its position. On the 
7th, at night, the French army retired Irom' the position' 
which tliey occupied on the preceding day on the Duas 
Casas. On the Sth, the enemy contihued' their retreat 
to the woods between Calligoes Espejas arid Fuentes de 
Honor, On the 9th, they crossed the Azava; and on the 
10th, the Agueda, leaving Almeida to its fate. In the 
action of the 3rd of May, the British loss consisted of 
twenty-two killed, and one hundred and seventy-one 
wounded ; thaC of the Portuguese, fourteen killed, arid 
thirty-three wounded. On the Sth, the British loss con- 
asied of one hundred and' forty-eight ‘ killed," and’ eight 
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hundred and se\enty-two^wounded ; the Portuguese loss, 
filly killed, and one hundred and fifty-eight wounded. 
The number of •the allies missing on the two days was 
three hundred and sixteen. The loss on the part of the 
Trench was much more severe. 

Indeed, since the retreat of Massena from Portngal, 
which happened hut a little time before these partial ac- 
tions took place, it was confidently asserted, that the 
French armies were either destroyed, or reduced to so 
disorganized a state as to render Ibcir escape from Spain 
problematical ; and that the return of Alasscna to Paris 
was occasioned by a conviction, that nothing more on the 
part of the French could bo achieved eitlicr in Spain or 
in Portugal. Tins, however, appears to haic been very 
far from the truth; for, by the advices which were icccivcJ 
in Lofadon.from the Pcniasula about the close of Jane, 
the afiairs of the allies seemed to wear a serious aspect. 
By these advices wc leam, that Marshal Sonlt made his 
re-oppcaranco at the liead of thirty thousand men, on 
the same ground where the last battle was fought ; after 
nhich battle lord Wellington laid siege to Badnjoz; hut 
by the fresh movements of the French, his lordship was 
compelled to raise Uic siege of that town. Marshal 
Marmont odianced from Placentia in Spain, with a large 
French force; Massena also, with tlic remains of his army, 
relumed, whUa^iew to join SosiU; the French raised 
the siege of Cadiz, and Marshal Victor ndvanceil with 
his forces, (o strengthen "the main army under Soult: in 
consequence of which movements, Uic advanced guard* 
of llie two armies had an oction near Alboem, in which 
Uie French were said to base lost two thousand men in 
killed and w ounded ; hut the loss on the part of the alhei 
was stated to base been ncarljr couivalent. 
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'f arragona taken by the i’rench- ' 

' " Previously to lord Wellington’s abandoning the siege 
of Badajoz, he made two sanguinary attempts to take the 
place by storm, but he was completely unsuccessful, and 
lost about eight hundred men. His lordship, however, 
candidly confessed, “ that he was unfortunately mistaken 
in his estimate of the quality of the means necessary to 
take the place.” 

We may here remark, that on the 9th of June, 1811, 
the British army in Portugal amounted to fifty thousand 
men ; of which number thirty thousand were stated to be 
actually fit for duty ; seven thousand wounded, but doing 
well, and likely to be able in a short time to return to their 
duty; and five thousand sick, which was stated to be no 
extraordinary number, as the unhealthy season had com- 
menced at the time when this account was made up, < 
The thirteenth regiment of light dragoons went out to 
Portugal about eighteen months prior to this period, and 
were nearly one thousand strong ; since that time, 
however, they received reinforcements, at difierent times, 
to the amount of five hundred; but so constantly had 
they been in action, and so severely did they suffer, that 
on the 1st of July, 1811, they could only muster sixty men 
and horses fit for duty. 

The fall of Tarragona, which the French took posses- 
sion of, occasioned great discomfiture in the minds of the 
Spaniards ; fears were entertained for other important 
places ; and these were in some measure realized by the 
surrender of Figueras, at discretion, ’ on the 19th of July. 
The garrison consisted of three thousand five hundred 
men, and nearly three hundred and fifty officers. ITie 
l)lockade of Figueras lasted four months, during which 
lime two thousand men perished within the walls. 

On the 20th of September, captain Carteret, of hi-i 
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Success of the Freoch in Poftn*;*!. 

Britannic radjest/s ship, Naiad, had an action witli part 
of Uic BouIogTie flotilla of gnn boats and praams. Tliis 
action was fought in the presence, and' at llie particular 
instance of the French Fmperor, who conceived that the 
capture of the Naiad would have been the consequence. 
In this, however, be was snd{/ disappointed, and had 
the mortifleation to behold one of his praams, bearings a 
commodore’s fla^, taken by tbo English, whicli with a 
good glass he might have seen shortly after the battle 
safe under the guns of Dover Castle. ' ' 

Ciudad Badrigo had been for some time ‘blockaded 
by the English under lord Wellington, and a considcniblo 
body of Portuguese and Spanish auxiliaries; tlic French 
were said to have totally evacuated Portugal, hut they 
suddenly returned with a ivicw (o relievo that important 
fortress; in consequence of which a desperate battle was 
fought, in which the French were completely successful, 
and the English raised llic siege of Ciudad Bodrlgo, to* 
wards the close of September. By lord Wcllington’sdis- 
patchcs it appears, tliat ** the Portuguc'tc nrlillerymcn at* 
taclicd to the guos, which were for a moment in the 
cncm)'’s possession, Vrcro cut down at their guns,” Again, 
•‘The enemy having collected for the object of relieving 
Ciuilad Bodrigo, the army of the North, which were with- 
drawn from the attack whicli they commenced on gcuernl 
Abadia iu Gallicia, in which nro included twenty-two bat* 
lulions of the imperial guard, and general Souhom’s divi- 
sion of infantry, composed of troops recently arrived w 
Spain from the anny of Naples, nnd now drawn from the 
trontiers of Navarre, where they linif been employid in 
operatloas ogninst Jlina, together with five divisions, and 
al! the cavalry ot the army cnlletl of Portugal, composing 
an army v\ n<»t less tl.an sixty ttiousaiid men, orwhlrli sis 
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Suchet defeats the Spaniards. 

thousand were cavalry, and one hundred and twenty-five 
pieces of artillery ; 1 could not maintain the blockade of 
Ciudad Rodrigo, nor could any efforts which I could make, 
prevent, or materially impede the collection of the sup- 
plies, Of the march of the convoy for the relief of that 
place. I did all that I could expect to effect without in- 
curring the risk of great loss for no object ; and as the re- 
ports, as usual, were so various, in regard to the enemy’s 
real strength, it was necessary thajt I should see their 
army.” This battle was fought on the 25th of September, 
and by lord Welhngtop’s return of killed, wounded, and 
missing, it appeai'ed that the total was, of the English, 
one hundred and sixty-one ; and of the Portuguese, one 
hundred. By this defeat lord Wellington retreated sixty 
miles from the field of battle, to Trexada, where his se- 
cond despatch is dated fi'om. 

After the relief of Ciudad Rodrigo, marshal Suchet 
advanced against General Blake, and completely defeated 
the Spanish army under his command. After twenty days’ 
labour and fatigue, Suchet informs us, he sueceeded in 
making a practicable breach in the walls of the castle of 
Saguntum ; but during this period general Blake, with a 
view. to save Saguntum from falling into the hands of the 
French, advanced to give Suchet battle, and compel him 
to raise the siege. This was on the 24th of October ; a 
battle ensued, and the result was, that after seven hours’ 
hard fighting, the Spaniards were entirely broken and put 
to flight, with the loss of six thousand five hundred killed, 
wounded, and prisoners : the latter amounted to four thou- 
sand six hundred and thirty-nine, of whom two hundred 
and thirty were officers, forty colonels or lieutenant-co- 
lonels,’ two field marshals, sixteen pieces of ' artillery, 
eight caissons, four thousand two handfertunci eight Eng- 
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lish muskets, and four stand of colours The daj after 
this battle, which as fought on the 25th of October, Sa- 
chet summoned the castle of Saguntum to surrender, and 
tlie lieutenant colonel of artillery, who was sent with an 
answer to the summons, wasconducted Ihrougli the midst 
of the officers and pnsouers, that he might hare no doubt 
as to tlic issue ot the battle which hid taken place the day 
before. Saguntum, accordingly surrendered, and the gar- 
rison, added to the men tikcn from the army under ge- 
neral Blake, made the total amount of prisoners seven 
thousand two hundred and eleven, of whom upwards of 
three hundred and si^ty-ninc were officers 

On the other side, general Girard liaxing crossed the 
Goadiana, and taken a position at Caccrcs, with a body of 
rrench, lord Wellington directed general Hill to ciidci- 
vour to dtspossc<s him Genera) Girard, however, left 
Caccres, and arrived at Arroyados Molinos, on llic mom* 
log of the 28th ot^ October, when ho was surjinzcd by 
general IIill, and n battle ensued , the result of which 
was, tint two hundred Frcntli were killed, and one thou- 
sand taken prisoners, including gcncnl Ihron and the 
pnneo d’Arcroberg, two colonch, and forty officers, with 
all their artillery and baggigc. General Girard was badly 
wounded 

After the f ill of Saguntum, the key to Valcacn, general 
Blako tlircw liimsclf into it with seventeen fliousand men * 
Suchet, however, continued his approaches, and, on the 
2(»lh of December, made a funousatlack upon the fepanidi 
lines. After u slight resistance, these were broken, nnd 
the whole nrmy put to the rout Blike, with almut five 
tlioiisand meneflected his escape into the city, wliilnt?lah» 
nnd 'hr other Spiniah gcncralf retreated to Allsjadt 

i)n the 2Ihh of Ilcceinber, general flill surpnxrd *n f 
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L(ird WoIHnc:(on storms Hailnjojt, 

look ^JoiitUi, with very lillio loss, as iippcars Ity Iris letter 
10 lord Wellington of the J^Olh, the French having eva- 
cuatod ii during the night. 

On lhci2lli of.lamiarv, 1812, Suchet .sent an account 
of the capture of Valencia to his go\ernnicn(, which ca- 
pitulated on the Dili, lie .says, (hat the Tmt'-s were six 
thousand toiscs in extent, and that \’aieni.'ia expended 
twelve millions of reals, and employed some thousands of 
men for Uvo years in erecting them. By the surrender of 
Valencia the French took three luindred and seventy-four 
pieces of artillery, one hundred and eighty thousand 
pounds of powder, three millions of cartridges, sixteen 
thousand one hundred and thirty-ojic prisoners of the line, 
one tliousand nine hundred and fifty sick in the hospitals, 
one thousand eight hundred cavalry and artillery itorscs, 
twenty-one stands of colours, eight hundred and ninety- 
three officers, twenty-two generals or brigadiers. Bona- 
parte on this occasion, justly appreciating the value of this 
conquest, and the merits of Suchet, created him duke of 
Albufcra. 

On the lOtli of the same month, lord Wellington took 
Ciudad Rodrigo by storm. But the surrender of Valencia 
was a conquest of l)y far the greater moment. By the 
acquisition of Valencia, Suchet obtained possession not 
only of the chief part of the Spanish regular forces, con- 
sisting of upAvards of sixteen thousand men, hut also of an 
entire province, which from its situation gave !nm the com- 
mand of the sea-coast of the Mediterranean, from Barce- 
lona to the Straits of Gibraltar ; while lord Wellington, by 
the capture of Ciudad Rodrigo, gained only a small pro- 
tion of territory. 

Some time after the taking of Ciudad Rodrigo, lord 
Wellington laid siege to Badajoz. On the 25th of March 
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he opened baltcries on an outwork, of that fortress called 
La Piewina, •which he took by storm on the 26th. By tljc 
return of killed, wounded, and missing, from the 18th to 
the 26th, it appears that we lost nine officers, five Ser- 
jeants, Olio drummer, one hundred and fourteen rank and 
file killed ; thirtj’-four officers, twenty .setjeants, two 
drummers, five hundred and thirty rank and file wounded; 
and eleven rank and file missing. At length, on the Cth 
of April, Badajoz was taken byslOTn; butby lord Wel- 
lington’s .retuni of the killed and wounded, it will appear 
that the conquest was dearly bought, — seventy-two officers, 
CHy-ono scijcants, ‘two druminers, nine hundred and fen 
rank and file, killed; three hundred and six officers, two 
hundred and sixteen serjeants, seventeen drummers, three 
thousand two hundred and forty-three rank and file 
wounded ; and one serJeant and sixty-two rank and file 
missing. 

Thus it appears, that to obtain possession ofBadajoz, wo 
lost nearly five lliousand bravo men. On the night of the 
storining of Badajoz, which was not in our possession till 
after six hours hard fighting, a letter fi^m on English of- 
ficer 50} 8, the carnage was horrible to the last degree. 
The French had employed every imaginable contrivance 
for repelling the assault. From the peculiar situation of 
the place it was necessary to scale, although a largo breach 
was cfiectod ; the enemy Uircw down the ladders ns fust os 
Uiey were reared, and thus precipitated whole companies 
mto the fosse. When at last our men establislicd them- 
selves on the walls ond leaped down, tliey foil on chrseuX 
de Jrize formed of cl»t’ swords ground to the utmost 
sharjmess. 'llicrc were trenches and breastworks across 
the streets, and these also undermined rendy for blow 
mg up. 
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TkihI 'WoIlinKton ntlvniirt's to Sulninancn. 

While I^ord ^Yelling(on was employed in the siege of 
Badnjo/,, the French Avero hy no moans inactive: they 
made a very considcrahlc diversion on the, norllnTn bank 
of the Tagus, which, though not successful in the relief of 
Badajoz, its original intent, was yet productive uf very 
injurious consequences. -Marinont overrun an immense 
range of country, even to the vicinity of Abranles. In 
this excursion the plunder ho acquired was considernblo, 
but the properly he destroyed was nmch greater. On the 
south of the Tagus, however, the British arms were crown- 
ed with success. The cavalry of Soulf, with a similar 
view to that of IMannont, had advanced as far ns Villa 
Franca, Avhcrc they were overtaken alid defeated by sir 
Stapylton Cotton. During the action the enemy’s loss 
was very considerable, and about one hundred and fifty 
prisoners, including a licutcnant-coloncl, two captains, 
and one lieutenant, with about one hundred and tlurty 
horses, were brought off the field. 

On the 19th of May, general sir Rowland Hill obtained ■ 
a victory over the French at Almarc/,, in which the enemy 
had about one hundred killed and tlircc hundred taken 
prisoners. The loss on the part of the English was one 
captain, one' lieutenant, one scrjcanl, thirty rank and file 
killed; two captains, six: lieutenants, five ensign's, ten' Ser- 
jeants, one drummer, and one hundred anti twenty- rank, 

■ 'and file wounded. • . ’ ■ 

-In consequence of the success . of Gcncral Hill, lord 
.Wellington advanced ■ towards Salamanca, Avhich he 
reached on the 16th of .Tune., .The .same night' the 

■ French evacuated the town, leaving about eight Imndrcd 

• men 'in the fortifications which they had erected on the 

• rmni of he t eltegcs and convents .which they had dcs- 
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tToyed The British entered the town on the 17th 
While the French were m possession of Salaminca they 
destroyed thirteen of twenlj five convents, and twent) 
two ontoftwentt five colleges, whicli t^xisted mthisoclc 
brated seat of learning 

Major General Slade had an action with his cavalry 
against that of the French under General L’AUcmand 
At first the Bnlish appeared to be snccessful, and the 
French ritreated; hut returning to tho charge they com 
plctcly threw the English into confusion, and repulsed 
them The loss on tile part of the English was, two scr 
jeants, tvvcntj ranh and file killed twentj-six rank and 
file wounded , two officers, ten serjeonfs, one hundred 
and six nnk and filfe missing , one officers Iiorse 
wounded , one missing , six troop horses killed , four 
teen wounded, one hundred nnd twenty seven missing 
Tlioso that were missing it appears were taken pruoner* 
ly the French 

Lord Wellington, however, altbongh he had entered 
Salamanca on the I7lh of June, did not obtain possession 
of the forts till the 27th, which were garrisoned by only 
^ight hundred men, as abovostoted , but, from bis return 
of Killed and vTOunded, il appears that he iflust Inv c Ind a 
difficult task to get possession of them He slates, that 
the loss of the allied army employed against Snhemanca 
was two captains, three lieutenants, one ensign, fire 
Serjeants, one drummer, and one hundred and three nnk 
and file, tmd twentj eight Iioiwcs k Ued , one Gencm! 
statr, one lieutenant colcoci roc inn^ir, ten captnns ten 
liculetianls, eleven rank and file, wounded . two lieute 
niiiLs, eleven rank nnd file, and five horses mis»ing 
Gmnd total of killed wnmded and muring, fi*i. Imodred 





Capture nf Madrid. 


niul nine! The grand tola! ortho jn-i.sonrr.'^ taken in the 
forts of Si. Vincente, St. Cayotinis, and La jMorced, at 
Salamanca, amounted to seven hundred and .six I 

On the Slit of duly, the French nrmv, ninler the com- 
maud of I\Iarslml jMarrnout, sens flcicaled hy that of (he 
allies, commanded hy lord Wellington, duke of Ciudad 
Rodrigo, in the fields of Salamanca, after seven liour.s 
continued fighting, in ■which the infantry, as 'well as the 
cavalry and artillery of both nations, ])evformcd prodigies 
of valour. The French were successively dislodged from 
their advantageous po.sitions, and lost all iJic artillery 
which they had placed there. Their loss in men was esti- 
mated at ten or twelve thousand, more than four tliou- 
sand being taken prisoners. Tlio loss of the allies in 
killed, wounded, and missing, hy the return made aftcr- 
wlxrds, was five thousand eight Imndrcd and seventy-nine. 
General Marmont was ^^oundcd hy a. shell towards the 
close of the halllc, near the right sliouldcr, and so badly, 
that he was forced to he carried ofi' the field in a 
Utter by six grenadiers. At Penaranda liis arm was 
amputated. ‘ , 

Despatches were received from the marquis of Wel- 
lington,- dated • the 13th and 15lh of August, which con- 
tained intelligence of the - allied army having entered 
Madrid, after an inconsiderable resistance on the’ 12th. 

' On the capture of Madrid the allies took two thousand 
five hundred prisoners, one hundred and eighty-nine 
•pieces of cannon,’ nine hundred barrels of powder, 
twenty-three thousand’ two hundred and fifty-four, stand 
■ of arms, and great magazines of clothing, provisions, 
anu ammunition. It seems that lord Wellington, having 
entirely dispersed Marmont’s army, and ascertained that 
the remains uad retreated . upon Rnrgos, he felt himself 
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at liberty to look for more important points of cuter- 
prize, and moved from Cueatar, on tlie Gtli of August, 
to Segovia and St. Ildefonso, on bis rontc to Madrid. 
Tn Ibis ad\ancc the Portugoese cavalry under General 
D’Urban suffered n severe check, liaNing been seized 
■with a panic prior to a charge on a body of French 
cavalry ^vhich defended a pass near Majalahonda. Tlio 
English, however, nrrKmg, the enemy retreated, lending 
some guns which bad been enptured in this unfortunate 
affair. At length the allied army ' reached the capital of 
Spain, and lord Wcliinglon, bylhe prompt and cncrgcUc 
measures which lie adopted, soon obtained possession of 
flic place. 

liord Wellington had for some time laid siege to 
Burgos, but had hitherto been able to make hut little 
progress for 'want of a suHicient quantity of hutlcring 
cannon, lie lost during the siege n great number of 
ixcn. Uc liad sprung several mines,* but was repulsed 
with loss in every attempt. At Icngtii, on the 18lh of 
October, tbc mine which he had prepared as sprung 
at seven in the morning; hut the French had been tin 
ployed in counlcnniniiig it, and their mine exploded at 
tlic same time, 'llic Britisli troops immediately stormed 
the castle but without success; losing in this attempt 
upwards of one hundred men ktUtd, and n grc.il in m) 
more wounded. ' So much lime having been lost by lord 
Wellington hoforc this wcll-dcfcudid fortress, gn>e op* 
porlumty to lilnrshal SouU and king Joseph, in greAt 
r<uce, to advance towards Madrid. Fearing, Uie^rforc, 
that the British were not secure in the possession of ih'' 
tjjdtal, lord Wsllington determined to raise the siere 
ot Burgos, and advance' to the rrlicf of Sludri L Ills 
lordship consequently raised the sirijc o*" the t utl- of 
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Burgos on the 21sl. of Octobor, leaving the rear guard 
of bis army* under Sir Edward Paget, but without the 
least hope of his being successful. Lord Wellington, 
however, found it prudent to abandon Madrid, and con- 
tinue bis retreat to Portugal, for it would have been the 
height of madness to have risked a battle with the 
French forces for the salvation of the capital. Lord 
Wellington, when joined by General Hill, had about 
fifty thousand clTcctive men ; but Mannont’s arm}', con- 
sisting of nearly forty thousand men, was expected shortly 
to join Marshal Soult, whose army amounted to between 
fifty and sixty thousand, so that it was probable his lord- 
ship would have been completely overwhelmed, had he 
not continued his retreat. 

On the 24lh of October, General Ballastcros addressed 
a letter to the minister of war, dated Head Quarters, 
Grenada, in which he declined to serve under lord Wel- 
lington ; in consequence of which he was dismissed from 
his command in the Spanish army. From this time till 
April, 1813, nothing of any importance took place be- 
tween the adverse armies in the Peninsula : they seemed 
to be in a measure inactive, each party appearing to keep 
the other in check, but neither of them daring to adopt 
offensive operations. At length, as appears by the dis- 
patch, dated Castalla, April 14, a battle was fought on 
the preceding day, between General Murray and Suchet, 
who commanded the French army in person. The French 
loss amounted “ fully .to three thousand men. Upwards 
of eight hundred were buried only in front of one part 
of the line.” The losj; on the part of the allies amounted 
to six hundred and tifly-eight in killed, wounded, and 
missing, of whom one hundred and forty-five were killed. 
This, however, appears rather incredible; tor it is not 
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Treaty between France and Rusiia annihilated 

Vkel> that tUe loss on (lie part ot the eiicmj in killed 
should amount to sc\cn tunes as many as that of 
the allies 


ClIAPTBIl XIII 


As MO have brought our history of tlic wnr m the 
Peninsula of Sp un and Portugal to a hte penod, we 
shall now endeavour to gi>c ns clear on nccount of the 
Itussjan war as uur Itmils Mill ndnut In doing 
however, we must premise, tint as the Kusinti bulletins 
during the former war were tioubllpss very parlnl, nnd 
as we do not find tint those of the present are dcstrv 
tng of greater credit, we fclnll then fore draw our tic- 
eouiit from such documenl<v as appear to he kas\ Imhlo 
to objection 

Towards Uic close of the jeorlBlO, Russn nltcred her 
political sjstcm the UI>iiso respecting coimncrcc wi» 
its lirsl act Hie Russnn Ukase of the I9lh hf Dtcein 
her, !8t0, iilucli destroyed tlic commcrciil relations of 
rmncc with tint empire, the admission of English com 
merer, contrary to trcuti, mto her ports, her armings, 
winch, from the rnminencemriit of 1811, tlirc itrned the 
iniastvm of tin diicliy of %Nnrsiw, nnd finnlli, the 
protest respecting tHdrnhurg, nnmhiljted the treaty ol 
aluanee between I nuwe ami Russm U no long* ei 
isted V lien un Iioll« sides uriiiies were tcrniiU* lor rr«i* 
arocftl uifiennlion 'I'lic whole of the year 1811, 




the Due lie Bassano, the French ininisicr for j’orcign 
affairs, was, however, spent in confevonce and nogneia- 
lions willi Hussia, in the liopc of withdrawing-, if possible, 
the cabinet of Petersburg- from tlie a’ar, upon wJiich it 
appeared to be resolved, and to obtain a knowledge of 
its real intentions. It is proved to the certainty of evi- 
dence, that that power proposed at the sanic time to 
depart from the conditions of the tre-aty of 'i'ilsit, to 
place herself in peace with England, and to menace the 
existence of the duchy of Warsaw, making use of the 
pretexts of indemnities claimed for the duke ol 
Oldenburg. 

In February, 1811, five divisions of the Russian army 
quitted the Danube by forced marches, and proceeded 
to' Poland, By this movement Russia sacrificed Mol- 
davia and Wallachia. Wlicn the Russian armies were 
united and formed, a protest against France appeared, 
which was transmitted to every cabinet. Russia by that 
announced, that she felt no Avisli even to save appearances ; 
and all means of conciliation employed on the part of 
France were incfTcctual. 

Towards the close of 1811, six months after it wasma- 
nifest'in France that all this could end only in war, prepa- 
rations were made for it. Tiie garrison of Dantzic was in- 
creased to twenty thousand men. Stores of every dcscrip- . 
tion were conveyed to that place ; and considerable sums 
of nioney ’werc placed at the disposal of the department 
of engineers for the -augmentation of its fortifications 
The French army was placed 'on the war establishment. 
The cavalry, the train artillery, and tlie military baggage' 
train, were completed. In march, 1812, a treaty of, al- 
liance • ^Yas concluded between France and Austria, bv 
whicli the latter was to furnish thirty thousand men ; the 
— NO. 5G. 2 u 
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preceding month a treaty had been concluded between 
France and Prussia. 

In April the first corps of the French Grand Army 
marched for the Oder, the second corps to tlic E!be» tfio 
third corps to tlie Lower Oder, tlie fourth corps set out 
from Verona, crossed the Tyrol, and proceeded to Silesia. 
The guards left Paris. On the 22d of April, the emperor 
of Russia look Iho command of his army, quitted St. Pc- 
tersburgli, and moved Ins head quarters to-Wilna. 

In the commencement of May, tlic first corps arrit cd on 
tlio Vistula, at ElbingandMnrieohnrg > the second corps 
at Slarienwcrilcr, the third corps at Thorn, (he fourth and 
sixth corps at Plock, the filth corps nssemldcd at Warsaw, 
the eighth corps on tlic right of Warsaw, ond the seventh 
corps at Pulawy. The French emperor set out from St. 
Cloud on the 0th of May; crossed the llldnc on the ISth, 
the Elbe on the 20th, and the Vistula on the iGth of June. 

All ibo means of effecting an nnJcrslamling between 
tlic two empires became impossible. Tiie spirit « Inch 
reigned m the Ilu^«ian cabinet hurried it on to war. 

General Narhounc, atd.dccamp to the French cm* 
peror, Mas despatched to Wdim, and could rtmnhi tin re 
only a few da)''. Ey that was gained the proof, that tl«o 
demand which had been made h) prince Kurahii), inul in 
which ho declared, that he would ^nol enter into any. rx* 
planalion heforo Fnincc InulcTatnalcd the territm-v .ofht'r 
own aHic.s jn nnlir to Jca>c them at the mere) of Ihivsi.i, 
was the sine qua non of.llmi cabinet. ' • . , 

• ''I’lie first corjis advanced to the Prcgcl, 'ITji* priper 
of I^iktnuKl had hl< lic.-id-quartcr?, on the Jlth Pf June, 
ut Kotilg<berg, . . • . . 

The ntar.li.d duke of Eeggio. lomimtulh'g the sctotid 
had j hr-ib<inalcni at Wchtau ; t!ic nnr'lal duVe 
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of Elcliingcn, commanding tho third corps, at. Soldass ; 
the prince Viceroy, at Bastenhorg; the kingof Wostpha 
Ua, at Warsaw ; the prhice Poniatowski, at Pnllnsk. Tlic 
French emperor, moved Itis Itcad-qnalors, on the 12lh, to 
Konigsherg, on the Pregcl ; on the 17th to Insterhurg ; 
and on the lOlh to Gumhinnen. 

A slight hope of accommodation still remained. The 
emperor liad given orders to count L-anriston to wait on tiie 
emperor Alexander, or on his minister for fbreign aflairs, 
and to ascertain whether there might not yet l)e some 
means of obtaining a reconsideration of the demand of 
prince Kurakin, and of reconciling tho honour of France, 
and the interest of her allies, with the opening a ncgocia- 
lion. 

The same spirit which had previously swayed the Russian 
cabinet upon various pretexts, prevented count Lanriston 
from accomplishing his mission; and it appeared, for the 
first time, that an ambassador, under .circumstances of so 
much importance, was unable to obtain an interview, either 
with the sovereign or his minister. Tlio secretary of Le- 
gation, Prevost, carried this intelligence to Gumbiunen ; 
and the emperor issued orders to march, for the purpose 
of passing the Nicmcn. Napoleon then caused a procla- 
mation to the soldiers to be inserted in the orders of the 
array; in which it is said, “ At Tilsit, Russia swore eternal 
alliance with France, and war with England. She now 
violates her oaths. She refuses to give any explanation of 
her strange conduct, until the Eagles of France shall have 
repassed the Rhine, leaving, by such a movement, our 
allies at her mercy.” 

On the 23d of June, the king of Naplcs,.who commands 
the cavalry, transferred his head-quarters to within two 
leagues of the Nicraen, upon its left bank. Ti\c matslial 

2 u 2 
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The French rca**i nowno - 

pnuco ot Kckmubl, coramTndiag the fir&l corps, moved his 
head quarters to the skirts of thegreat forest of Pdwiskjr. 
The second corps, and tho Imperial guards, followed the 
line of march of the first corps The tlurd corps took the 
direction of Marienpol, Uic Mcero), with the fourilv and 
sixth corps, winch remained m tlie rear, marched upon 
Kalwarr^ The king of Westphalia proceeded to Isovo- 
goroil, with the fifth, seventh, and eighth corps Tfic first 
Austrian corps, cottimandcd h) the pnneo of Schwartzen* 
berg, quitted Lemberg, made a movement on its left, and 
drew nea*' to Lublm Tlic pontoon tram, under the orders 
of General Eblc, arrived on the 23d, withm two leagues 
of llic Niemcn On the 23d, at two in the morning, the 
rrcnch Emperor armed at the advanced posts near 
Kowno, took a Polish cloak and cap from one of the 
light cavalry, and inspected the banks of the Nicmcn, 
accompanied hy Grncnl Haxo, of Iho engineers, alone 
On tlie 24tli, tlu Emperor proceeded to Kowno , hut it 
would ho unnecessary to mark the various movements of 
the army, therefore we shall onlj mention thu most impor* 
tant places 

At this period the Emperor of Pussia was at Wiln'i, 
where he Ind been for soroctioie u ith part of his court nml 
guard's, and one part of Ins nrmv occiipiid Itonikontoni 
and iifovlroki Tlic Eussnn General lligawoiit, com 
manding the second corps, and a part of the Kussian 
nnnv’, having been cut off from Wilna, Ind no otlicr 
means of safely linn In proceeding towards tlie Dvvitn 
So\cm 1 C<>i-sack olfitcr*, and officers charged wilJi des 
pvfchrs. were captured In the rrcnch light rnttdr) 

Tiff Kfctiien It should hr chservcfl, is « lug ib?<* fir 
se4v.»s of two ur three hundred tons, t % fiir as Kowno 
Hr cutnimimciili )»s In water are oUo secured a» fjt 
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Tlic French enter Witnn. 

as Dantzic, and \vitli the Vistula, the Oder, and the El!)e. 
Tjjo Wilia, whicli flows by Wilna, is navigable for very 
small boats from Kowno to Wilna. Wilna, (be capital 
of Lithuania, is also the chief town of all Polish Russia. 
Wilna contains from twenty-five to thirty thousand in- 
habitants, with a great number of convents and fine 
public buildings. Abotit twenty-lbnr hotjrs after (he 
Russians received intelligence (hat the French had 
passed the river at Kowno, the Russian court left the 
place. 

On the 27th the French Emperor arrived at the ad- 
vanced posts, and put the army in motion for the purpose 
of approaching ^Vil^a, and attacking the ]lussian army 
at day-break of the 2Sth, should it wish to defend 
Wilna, or velanl its capture, in order to save (he im- 
mense magazines which it had tlicre. One Russian divi- 
sion occupied Truki, and another division was on the 
heights of d'r.aka. 

At day-break of the 2Sth, the king of Naples put him- 
self in motion with the advanced guard, and the light ca- 
valry of General count Rrnycrcs. The marshal prince of 
Eckmuhl supported him with his corps. The Russians 
every where retired. After exchanging some cannon-shot, 
they crossed the Wilia in haste, burned the wooden bridge 
of Wilna, and set fire to immense magazines, valued at 
many millions of rubles : more than one hundred and fifty 
thousand quintals of fiour, an immense supply of forage 
and oats, and a great mass of articles of clothing, were 
burned. A great quantity of arms and warlike stores, was 
dcslroycd-and thrown into the Wilia. At mid-day the 
French Emperor entered Wilna. In the afternoot. the 
bridge over the Wilia was re- established, and another con- 
structed, 
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Tlie division Bruyeres followed the enemy by the left 
bank. In a slight affair with their rear, about eighty car- 
riages were taken from Uio Russians. The polish light- 
horse of the guard made a charge on tho right bank of the 
Wilia, put to rout, pursued, and made prisoners, a con- 
siderable number of Cossacks. 

On tlje 25th, the duke of Reggio crossed tho Wilia; 
and next day he marched upon Javou, end on the 27th, on 
Chatoui. This movement obliged Ibe prince of Witlgcn- 
stein, commandant of the first corps of the Russian army, 
to evacuate all SamogiUa, and tlic country lying between 
Kowno and tiic sea ; and to retire upon Wilkomir, 
after obtaining a reinforcement of two regiments of llie 
guards. 

Ou tbeSSth a rencounter took place opposite Dcvcltovo. 
The Russians were driven from one position to another; 
and passed the bridge vviUi so much precipitation, that 
they could not set fire to it. Tlio Russians lost llirce hun- 
dred prisoners, among whom were several odicers, and 
about one hundred killed or ^youndt•d. The French toss 
amounted to about fifty men. 

TIio Russians tlien set fire to their grand magazine at 
Wilkomir ; but a part of it fell into tho hands of the 
French. 

Hitherto the camj)aign had not been sanguinary ; and In 
all the skirmisljcs tlic French did not make above one xhf»u- 
sand prisoners. But tbcRnssians lost the capital and the 
greater part of the Polish provinces. All the inaguzlnes 
of the first, second, end llnnl lines, the result of two 
vearsc.ire, and valued at mor<* tlian twenty milHoov of 
rubles, were consumed by the flames, except that part 
which fell mto the power of the French. In short, th^ 
head quarters of the French army were now if> the place 
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where the Bussiaii court had fixed its resideucc J'or 
six weeks. 

In consequence of the destruction of the triple lino of 
magazines, the Emperor Alexander gave orders for the 
speedy establishment of magazines at Witepsk> Osti'ow, 
Weliki-Loukc, and PskotT. 

Tlie Russian army, however, was posted and orga- 
nized in a very advantageous manner. 

The first corps, commanded by prince Wittgenstein, 
consisted of eighteen thousand men, including artillery 
and sappers. The second corps, commanded by General 
Bagawout, consisted of the same numerical force. Tlic 
Uiird corps, commanded by General Schomalon’, amounted 
to twenty-four thousand men. Tiic fourth corps, com- 
manded by General Tutschkofl', consisted of eighteen 
thousand men. The Imperial guards were at Wilna. 
The sixth corps, commanded by General Boctorow, con- 
sisted of eighteen thousand men : this corps afterwards 
formed a part of the army of prince Bagralhion. The 
fifth corps was commanded by prince Bagratliion, and 
amounted to forty thousand men. 

Notwithstanding this immense army of the Russians, 
the French continued to advance, and the Russians to 
retreat, destroying almost every thing in their way. Tim 
immense magazines which they had in Samogitia Averc 
burned by themselves, which occasioned ah enormous 
iossj'not only to their finances, but still more to the subsis- 
tence of the people. 

The corps of Boctorow, however, viz. the sixth corps, 
was, till the 27th of June, without any orders, and had 
made no movement. On the 28th it assembled, and put 
itself in motion,’ in order to proceed to the .Dwina. .On 
the 30th, its advanced guard entered Soleiuicki. It was 
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charged *bj the light cavalry of General Baron' Pnrdo 
SuuU, and driNcnout of the village. Doclorow/pcr- 
cci\ing that ho Vas anticipated, tnrncd to tho right, and 
made for Ochmiana, General bai’on'rajo) arrived ‘at 
that 7 )lace with his light cavalry, nl tho moment when 
Doctorow’s vanguard entered iU General Pajo'l charg- 
ed. The Russians wero s^red‘and overthrown in 
tho town. 

General Doctorow, perceiving that his route wai inter- 
cepted, fell back upon Olchanoui. Marshal Ihu^ printc 
of Eckinuhl, with a division of iDrantr}! (lie 'cuirassiers 
of tlic division of count Vatcuce, and the second rcgi- 
mentof light cavalry of the guard, moved upon Ochmiani, 
in order to support Genera! Pajoh 

The corps of Doctorow, tlms cut olT and driven 
towards tlic south, continued to prosecute the mnventeni 
on the right by forced marches, villi Oio' sacrifice of its 
baggage, upon Smoroghoui, DanowchefT, and Rohouil- 
nicki, wliMico he made for the Dwimu Tins movement 
had been foreseen by the French; and Gcncnd 
with a division ot cuirasriers, tho ditisioirof light cavalry 
ol count Ilrujcrcs,nndco«utMora!rs division orinrantrv, 
advanced to Mikaihtchki. with n view fu cut off tlii'^ 
corps. He arrived on the 3rd at Swin, at tho'lh’t 
when it passed that place, and pushed it hri'kly. lie 
look a large number of waggons, ami ohligid ih*’ 
Russians (o uhandou some hundrctls of baggage cart** 
I’rom these intcasnnl skirmishes Doctorow ‘b army .•mfi'rfril 
in u very severe manner. 

At this period torrents of miti fill during tljtr(y*viv 
liour>i, without intormisMon.* Tho we,ith''r vmldraU 
tlimged from iitrimo hint to l•\trln^e lold. Soiral 
thou».imU of Iiorses porishttl by lln of thK 
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Mnrslinl Eckmuhl enters Minsk. 

trnnsision ; and convoys of arlillciry vero stopped by tlic 
mud. This (erinble storm, which fatig'ued both men and 
beasts, retarded the march of the French army ; and the 
corps of Doctorow, which successively fell in with the 
columns of General Bordc Soult, of Gctmral Pujol, atid 
General ISansouly, narrowh* e.scaped dc.strnctiom 
Prince J3agrathion marched towards the .Dwina ; and 
the king of Westphalia entered Grodno iho same day. 
The Hetman Plaloff was at Grodno with his Cossacks. 
When charged by the light cavalry of prince Poniatowski, 
the Cossacks were dispersed in every direction ; and at 
that town the French found materials for one hundred 
thousand rations of bread, and some remains of the 
magazine. 

On the 5th of July, General count Sel)asliani arrived 
at Tidzoni, whence the Emperor of Russia had departed 
on the prcecding evening. 

The General of brigade Roussel, with the ninth regi- 
ment of Polish light cavalry, and the second regiment of 
Prussian hussars, passed the Dziana on the same day, 
overthrew six Russian squadrons, sabred a great number, 
and took forty-five prisoners, with several officers; and 
General Nansouty took one hundred and thirty Russian 
mounted hussars and dragoons prisoners. 

Marshal the prince of Eckmuhl entered Minsk on the 
Bth, and found there considerable magazines of flour, 
hay, clothing, 8cc. Prince Bagratbiori bad already arrived 
at Novoi-Sworgiew ; and perceiving that be was antici- 
pated, sent orders to burn tbc mag^ines; but he was 
two late, for the French, under the prince of Eckmuhl, 
had got possession of them. 

The . king of Westphalia was on the 9th at Novogrodek ; 
General Regnier, atKonina: magazines, baggage wug- 
voL. III. — NO. 57. - 2 I 
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Tikrentum leaves Kossicn 

gons, <ju \nUtics of medicines, and straggling parties 
continually fell into the hands of the Frcncli 'Die 
Russian divisions were strajing in these countnes with 
out an) previously arranged route, pursued on eiery side, 
losing their baggage, hurnmg their magazines, destroying 
their artillery, and leaving their places defenceless 

General baron Colbert took, at Vilcika, a magazine of 
three hundred quintals of flour, an hundred thousand 
rations of bread, S^.c lie found also at tint place a 
chest containing two hundred thousand francs, m top 
per moncj 

Since the opening of the campaign, the French took 
from two thousand to two thousand flvo hundred Russian 
prisoners , their own loss being hut trifling m comparison 
with tint of the Russians 

Tims, ten dijs nfler opening the campaign, the ad 
>anccd posts of the French army were upon the Dwinn 
Almost the whole of Lithunnn, containing four millions 
of inhnbitanls, were conquered The opcmtions of llic 
war commenced at (he passige of the Vistula , and the 
Frcncli army, by making forced marches from the period 
of pissing tint river, idvonccd upon the Uwiin 'flie 
distance between the Vintula and the Dwinn is greater 
than lint helween the Dwina and Mosicrr, or Pc- 
tershurgh 

Tlie French Fmperor erected Upon the right !>nnk of 
the Wilu an entrenched camp surrounded by n «!ouhts , 
and constructed a citadel upon the mountain, on winch 
was the ancient palace of the Jo^^rllons 

On the Itli of JuIt mir»hal the dute of 'lurriilam 
set out from his lie id tpinrters in Rnisirn the ea] llal of 
Samogitia, one of the fnrst and most fertile provincr-v in 
Poland, the General of brigade, lar«ti Ricsrd, wuh n 
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The Russians (lefcatcd. 

part of llic seventh division, to inarch upon I*onieuicz; 
■where he arrived so suddenly, that the Russians had not 
lime to destroy their magazines, which contained thirty 
thousand tjuintals of meal. He also look one hundred 
and sixty prisoners, among whom were four ofllcers. 

Tlie march ol the army from ICowno upon Wilna, am/ 
from Wilna upon Dunaburg and Minsk, obliged tlu 
Russians to abandon tlie banks of the Niemcn, which 
the French iinniediatel}' passed. AVIicn the prince oi 
Eckmuhl seized upon the strong place of Borisow, upon 
the Beresina, sixty thousand pounds of powder, sixteen 
pieces of besieging artillery, and some hospitals, fell into 
his power. Considerable magazines were set on fire by 
the Russians, but a part was saved by the French. 

On the 10th of July, General Latour Maubourg sent 
the division of light cavalry, commanded by General 
Rosuicki, in advance towards Mir. It mot the Russian 
rear guard at a short distance from that town ; when a 
very brisk engagement took place, and the Polish division 
remained masters of the field. The General of Cossacks 
Gregariow was killed, and one thousand five hundred 
Russians were killed and wounded. The loss of the 
French, at the utmost, was not more than six hundred, 
in killed, wounded, and prisoners. The bodies of the 
Russian General of division count Pahlcn, and of the 
Russian colonels AdronolF and Jesswayski were recognized 
on the field of battle. 

The diet at Warsaw, being constituted into a General 
confederation of Poland, named prinee Adam Czartorinski 
for its president. This prince, aged eighty years, had 
for fifty years been raarsht.! of the diet of Poland. The 
first act of the diet was to declare the kingdom of Poland 
re-established, A deputation from the confederation was 

2 I 2 
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Alexander reiiain to the caplul. 

same happened to their works, whicii, according to the re- 
port of the people of the conntrj', cost the Russians in one 
year not less than six thousand men. 

In their movements, the Russians were obliged to de- 
stroy their baggage, and to throw their artillery and arms 
into the rivers. The Poles of the Russian army a\ ailed 
themselves of this precipitate retreat to desert ; and v. ailed 
in the woods till the arrival of tlie French. The number of 
Poles who deserted the Russian army, were calculated at 
twenty thousand men. 

On the 20th, the prince of Eckmnhl advanced upon 
Mohilow ; the garrison of which consisted of two thousand 
men, who defended it ; but they were sabred by tlie liglit 
casnlry. The French now occupied Mohilow, Orclia, 
Disna, and Polotsk, and were advancing on Witepsk, 
vherc the Russian army was concentrated. 

'llic Emperor of Russia and tlio grand duke Conslnn- 
line (|u«tted the army, and repaired to tlie capital. On 
the I7th, tlie Russian am»y left the entrenched camp of 
llnss.i, and marched towards Polotsk nnd Wilepsk. The 
Uussi.m nnn} >sliich >\as at Drissa consisted of five corps* 
d’arinee, eacli of Ivo divisions, nnd t)f four divisions orc.i* 
valry. One •sorps-d’armcc, tliat of prince Wittgenstein, 
rruMiiicd for the purpose of covering St. Pelcrsburgli ; 
live four oUi.ee corps, luviug amved, on the 2Uh at 
Witepsk, crossed to the left bank of the Dwiaa. 'Ilie 
corps of Ostermann, with a party of Uie cavalry of the 
guards, pul itself in motion ot day-hrrak of the 2.'>tli, nnd 
marched upon Ostrovno, 

On the 2.>lh of July, General Nnnsonly, vr|th the di- 
visions Ilni}rresQnd St. Grrtnatn.nnd the eighth regimeul 
of light infantry, encountered the Rutsians two leagues »n 
advance of Oitrovj»o. Several clurge!* of r.ivalry Cook 
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The Ru'icians ilrivcn from llieic post", 

place ; all of wlivch were in favour of the French. The 
Russian cavalry, of which a part belonged to the guards, 
was overthrown. Tlie batteries wliich the Russians opened 
upon the French cavalry were carried. The Russian in- 
fantry, who advanced to support their artillery, were 
broken and sabred by (he French light cavalry. 

On the 26th, the Viceroy inarching with the division 
Delzon at the head of the columns, an obstinate action of 
the advanced guard, of from fillccn to twenty thousand 
men, took place a league beyond Ostrovno. The Russians 
were driven from their positions one after another ; and 
the woods were carried by the bayonet.’^ 

On the 27th at day-break, the viceroy made the division 
Broussicr file ofl’ in advance. Tiie eighteenth regiment of 
light infantry, and brigade of light cavalry of the baron dc 
Pire, wheeled to the right. The division Broussicr march- 
ed by the great road, and repaired a small bridge whicii 
the Russians had destroyed. At day-break, the Russian 
rear-guard, consisting of ten thousand cavalry, was per- 
ceived drawn up en echdlon on the plain; their right rest- 
ing on the Dwina, and their left on a wood lined with in- 
fantry and artillery. General count Broussicr took jjost on 
an eminence with the fifty-third regiment, waiting till the 
whole of his division had passed the defile. Two compa- 
nies of voltigeurs had marched in advance, alone ; they 
skirted the bank of the river, advancing towards tliat enor- 
mous mass of cavalry, which made a forward movement. 






* General Roussel, a brave soldier, being the wlmle 
day at the head of the battalions, was visiting the advanced 
posts at ten at night, when a sentinel took ,him for an 
enemy, fired upon him, and the hall shattered hia .sk’t/J. 
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Tbe French enter W iicpsic 

and surrounded these Ivro hundred men, viiu tonccnlratcd 
tliemscUcs with the greatest coolness, and remained 
daring a whole hour hemmed in on all sides, Ibc) arc ‘imd 
to have killed and wounded more than three iiundrcd of 
the Hussian horsemen, l.'lic division Deljou defiled on 
the nglit. The king of Naples directed the wood and the 
Uussian baUtnes to be attacked. In less than an hour all 
the Uussian positions were earned, and they were driven 
across the plain beyond a small river whieh enters the 
Dwina below Witcpsk. The French arm> took a position 
on the hanks of tins river, at the distance of n league 
from the town Tho Hussnns displaced in the plain 
filtccii ihousJJid cavalrj, and sixlj ihous'ind infantr). A 
battle vias expected next da}, the Frencli Emperor spent 
llio remainder of the night m reconnoitring tho field, nnd 
in in xkitig Ins dispositions for next daj , but at daydircik 
tho Uussian anti} was retreating in nil directions towards 
Smoknsk. 

Ill Iticae three actions ofOstrovno the rrciich took ten 
pieces of ciiiimni of Iliissmn imnnkiclnrc, (the cannoiiurs 
were sabred,) twenly caissons of ainmunition , one thou* 
sand five hundred prisoners, five orstx thnusnmlUussmns 
killed or wounded. 'Hie Kussinns had three Genenik 
killed or wounded. A considerable number of colnneU 
ond superior oHlccra of their arm} remained on the field 
orhaltle. 

t)nlhe2^lb alda)>hrcak, tlie Ercnch entered ^V^tepvk, 
a town contannng thirl} thousand in!mbit.ant8 It ha' 
Iftinl) convents. 1 he rrfuctifuund in it some magazines, 
pjtlicubuly •«nc of salt, valued at lilleen roilbuti* 

While tiie rreucli tinny was mirching on Wilepvk, the 
jatoc/' v't Vekmuldwnsuitiickrd at Muhituw. Uagratliiun 
paj|*dihe Ueresina at i}uhnii*k,and tnatulird upon ^ovo»• 
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Prince I’.ckiiuiW Ocreats Itie Rve>!inne. 

bikow. j\ I duY-bv(''.ik on the 2Jkl, three Ihousatid Cossacks 
attacked tJic third regiineni of cliassenrs, and look one 
Inindrcd of them, ainonij whom were the colonel and lonr 
ofllccrs, all wovinded. Tlie gcncvitic was beat ; an action 
commenced. ’Fhe Uussian Ccneral Sieverse, witli two 
select divisions, began the attack. J’roa) eiglit in the 
morning till five in the afternoon, the firing was kept nj) on 
a strip of wood, and at a bridge which the Russians wisiied 
to force. At five, the prince, of Kckmuhl caused liirec chosen 
battalions to ndvance, put himself at their bead, overthrew 
the llnssians, carried their position, and pur.sncd them for 
a league. The loss of the Russians is estimated at tlircc 
thousand killed and wounded, and one thousand one hun- 
dred prisoners. The French lostscvcn hundred killed and 
wounded. Fagruthion repulsed, retired upon Fickow, 
where he passed tlic Forysthcncs, to advance towards 
Snvjlcnsk. 

Tlie heat at this time was excessive, greater than what 
it is in Italy. 4’hc thermometer was at twenty-six and 
twenty-seven degrees ; oven the nights were warm. 

General Skamenskoi, with two divisions of the corps 
of Fagratliion, leaving been cut ofl’ from that corps, and 
not being al)lc to rejoin ib entered Volhynia, effected a 
junction with the division of recruits commanded by Gene- 
ral Tormasofi’, and marched upon the seventh corps of the 
French army. He surprized and cut otT tlie Saxon 
brigadicr-Gcncral Klcngcl, who had under his command 
an advanced guard of two battalions, and two squadrons 
of prince Clement’s regiment. After a resistance of six 
hours, the greater part of this advanced guard were killed 
or taken. 

On the 19th, the Russian General Grawert attacked 
the Russians at Eckau, in Courland, took two hundred 
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The Resilani cros* the Dr1iu» and are defeated bf the dohe of Reggio* 
prisoners, and killed a considerable number. AVbcn 
General Grawert bad eflccted a junction Mith General 
Kleist, be drove the Hussians before bim on tho real to 
Rjga, and invested tbo tete-du-pont. 

On the 20tb, the Viccroj sent to Welij a brigade of 
Italian bgbt cavalry : two hundred men charged four 
Kiissian battalions of tho depot, who were on tlieir royfe 
to Twer, broke them, look four hundred pnsoners, and 
one hundred waggons loaded with militar) stores. 

On Uic 30tb, the aid-de-camp Traire, who bad been 
sent forward with the queen's rtgimcnt of dragoons of 
Uie Rojal Italian guard, arrived at OiKvralb, took a cap* 
tain and fortj men prisoners, and obtained possession of 
two hundred carnages loaded with Ilour 

On the 1st of August, the Hussians crossed the Onisa^ 
and presented tlicmscUcs m battle array in front of llie 
second corps. Tlic duke of Hcggio allowed ball tlicir 
corps to cross, and as soon as be perceived obout fifteen 
thousand men and fourteen pieces of cannon over, be 
uniDJskcd .1 Intlcry of forlv pieces of cannon, winch 
plavcd Upon them with grape-shot for ncarl) nn hour. 
At the sniic Inoc the divisions Legnvnd and Veribtr 
imdt n running cbvrge with the bajoncl, nnd drov** the 
grtvUf part of the Russians into the river. All iheif 
arlilUri nnd nnbtar) chists were taken, three thousand 
prisoners, nroong whom were several oflicers, and one of 
General Witlzenslein’s staff, together with three thou- 
sand five Imndrcd men killed or woumlcd, are the mail 
of this nfTur. 

'Hic I'mpcror of Kitsvii had ordered levies of men tfl 
like twogovemnunts ofWjtep^k and Mohilovr; but liefor* 
bn ukases could teacli ibuse province*, the IVeneb were 
wavier* of ihrn 
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Tlic French enter Dunaljie'f:. 

General Ricurd, with his brigade, entered Dunaburg 
on the 1st of August, where he found twenty pieces of 
cannon ; all the remainder having been taken away. The 
duke of Tarentum also arrived there on the 2nd. Thus 
Dunaburg, which the Russians had been fortifying for 
five years, where they iiad expended several millions, 
which cost them more than twenty tliousand men during 
the labour, was adandoned without firing a gun. 

In consequence of the taking of Dunaburg, Napoleon 
ordered, that a park of one hundred pieces of artillery, 
which he had formed at Magdeburg, and which liad ad* 
vanced upon the Niemcn, should retrograde to Dantzic, 
and be put in depot in that place. At the commencement 
of tlie campaign, two besieging parks of artillery had 
been prepared ; one against Dunaburg, the other 
against Riga. 

On the 8tli of August, twelve thousand of the Russian 
cavalry marched upon Inkovo, and attacked General 
count Sebastiani’s division, which for half a league was 
obliged to fight, retreating all the way, sufiering and 
causing equal loss to the Russians. A company of volti- 
gueurs, of the twenty-fourth regiment of light infantry, 
forming part of a battalion of that regiment, Avhich had 
been confided to the cavalry, to maintain a position in a 
wood, was taken. The French had about two hundred 
killed and wounded ; the loss of the Russians was not 
so great. 

On the 14th, at day-break. General Grouchy marched 
upon Leaebri, chased two regiments of Cossacks from it, 
and there found the corps of General count Nansouty. 
The same day the king of Naples, supported by the duke 
of Elchingen, arrived at Krasnoi. The twenty-seventh 
Russian division, consisting of five timusand inlantrj^, 

2 ic 2 
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The height* DfSioolensk lovested bj the French 

supported by two titousand cavalrj, and twelve pieces of 
cannon, was m a position before that to\m: it was at> 
tacked and forced by the duke of Elcbingcn Hie 
twenty-fourth regiment of light infantry attacked the 
small town of Krasnoi wiUi the bayonet, with great intre- 
pidity. Hie taking of eight pieces of cannon, fourteen 
caissons, one Uiousand fi\ c hundred prisoners, with a field 
coiered \sith more than one tliousand Kussians, were the 
result of tlic battle of Krasuoi, m which the Russian divi- 
sion, consisting of five thousand men, stificrcd n loss of 
nearly half its TiumberA 

On the IGlb, m ihc morning, llie heights of Smolensk 
were commanded by the French 'llie town presented to 
their Mcw an enclosure of walls of four ihousdod toise*, 
ten feet tliick, and twcnU-fuc feet high, intersected with 

towers, socral of which were armed witli cannon of a 
heavy calibre T.ho French Emperor reconnoitred the 
town, and placed bis army m its position on tlie same day. 
Marshal the duke of Elcliingcn had the left leaning on 
Borysthciies, the prmcc of Cckmuhl the centre, pnneo 
Poniatowski the right . the guards were placed m reserve 
in lluj •entre, the viccrov in reserve on the right, nnd the 
ca%alry under the orders of the king of Naples, at tlio 
cxtremitN of the right, the duke of Abrantes, with the 
eighth coqis, K)sl hts way, and made a filse inovcmcal. 
'Rie IGlh, nnd half of the I7lb, was passed in olnenalioo 
A fire of musketry was kept up along the line. 'Hio 
Russians occupied Smolensk willi thirty thousand men. 
and the remainder of Ihiir army was formal upon thtf 
fine positions upon the nghl hank of the river, opfuMilr 
the town, nnd cumtiiuiiteatmg by three bridgr*. .Smolensk 
i» considered ns n strong town by the Rustuo*. ur 1 1! e 
bulwark o| Moscow. On tlie I7lh, at two in llir aftrr 
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The French attack Smolensk. 

noon, seeing' that the Russians had not debouched, that 
they were fortifying themselves in Smolensk, the French 
Emperor marched upon the right, and ordered prince 
Poniatowski to change his front, the right in advance, 
and to place his right to the Borysthenes, occupying one 
of the suburbs by posts and batteries, to destroy the 
bridge, and intercept the communication of the town 
with the right bank. During this time, the prince of 
Eckmuhl received orders to attack two of the suburbs 
which the Russians had intrenched, two hundred toises 
distant from the town ; and which were each defended by 
seven or eight thousand men, and heavy cannon. At 
two in the afternoon, count Bruyere's division of cavalry, 
having 'driven away the Cossacks and Russian cavalry, 
approached the bridge highest up the river, a battery of 
ten pieces of artillery established upon this ground, 
opened a fire of grape shot upon that part of the Russian 
army which was upon the right bank of the river, and 
quickly obliged the Russian masses of infantry to eva- 
cuate that position. The Russians then placed two 
batteries of twenty pieces of cannon in a convent, to 
annoy the battery which played upon the bridge. At 
three, the cannonade commenced. - At half past four a 
very brisk fire of musketry began ; and at five, the divi- 
sions of Morand , and Gudin carried the Russian en- 
trenched suburbs, and pursued them to the covered- 
way, which was strewed with Russian dead. The duke 
of Elchingen attacked the position which the Russians 
had without the town, seized upon it, and pursued them 
to the glacis. At five o’clock, the communication of the 
town with the right bank became difficult, and could only 
oe accomplished by isolated men. Three batteries of 
breaching twelve pounders were placed against the walls 
at six in the evening ; one by Friant’s division, and tiie 

t 
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powtr or tilt. French armj. The B-wnnan general, Dero>, 
'•>'is wounded 

On the I9tli, at break of day, the bridge being finished, 
tlvc marsh'll duke of Elclungcn crossed over to llic right 
hank of the Burjsthcncs, and pursued the Russians. At 
ont- league from the town he encountered the last column 
of the Russian rear-guard It was a division of five or 
SIX thousand men stationed on fine heights He causid 
them to be attacked with the bayonet by the fourth regi- 
ment of infantry of the line, and by- the scvcnly-secomi 
ditto The position was earned , and three or four hun- 
dred prisoners fell into the hands of the French s^ie 
flying Russians retired on the second column, wliicliariis 
posted on the htiglils of Valentina The first position ras 
carried hy the tenth of the fine, and towards four oVInk 
in tilt afternoon, the musketry fire was kepi up ngninsl 
tlio M holt of their rcor*gunrd, which presented about fif 
teen thousand intn 'Flic duke of Ahmntcs had p'VMrt! 
the Borysthcncs ut two o'clock, to the right of Smolensk, 
and he fouml himatlf close upon the rear of the Russnn^ 
Four divisions then advanced to support Ihpir rrnr-guard, 
and, among others, the divisions of grcnnditrs, which un* 
td now had not conic forward; five or six thousand ci 
vniry formed their rigid, whilst their left was covered by 
woods, fiUtd wiUi tiraiUcurs It was of the greatest cotv- 
•eiiuencc to them to keep this position ns long as pos'ihte, 
it Ik log a very fine one 'Jlie French on their psrt at- 
tached no less inipufl vntc to It, in order to ncceh ntr tlie 
retreat of the Uuvsians, and cause all the carrn^e* filled 
wilfi wounded and oifiir nrttcle» to lie nbaiidonrd, whufi 
wer prtUeeted bv tin mr guani 'flm was wlul pave 
THe I > t!i~ 1 dill - 1 f Vulen'ioa, one of ihe fiorst fr-it* of 
annv m imh -y lud m At *i» «»*ilt»-kn the evening. 
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ChuI incourt ^<ejs Viasraa. 

the division of Gudin pushed forward a column on tlie 
centre of the Russian position, which, after an hour’s 
combat, was forced. General count ‘Gudin was mortally 
wounded. General Girard took the command of the divi- 
sion. The Russians, after this battle, precipitated their re- ' 
treat in such a manner, that on the day of- the 20th, the 
French troops marched twenty leagues, without being able 
to find the Cossacks, and every where picking up the 
wounded and the stragglers. 

The loss of the French in the battle of Valentina was 
seven hundred killed, and two thousand six hundred 
wounded. That of the Russians was upwards of one thou- 
sand five hundred : the French took one thousand prison- 
ers, mostly wounded. 

Thus'the'only two divisions of the Russian army, which 
had not suffered by the preceding combats of Mohilow, 
Ostrovno, Krasitbi, and Smolensk, now suffered by the 
battle 'of Valentina.’'^ 

General count Caulincourt entered Viasraa bn the 29th 
of August, at day-ln-eak. The Russians had burned the 
bridges, and set fire to several quarters of the city. 
Viasma is a town of fifteen thousand inhabitants : there are 
four thousand burghers, merchants, and artizans ; there 
are thirt 3 f-two churches. Considerable resources in flour, 
soap, drugs, &c. and large magazines of brandy, were 
found by the French; The Russians burnt the magazines ; 

^ It is curious to observe, that in the midst of all these 
disasters, the Russians never ceased to chant Te Deums ; they ' 
convex ted every thing into a victory ; but, in spite of the 
ignorance and brutality of these people, even this began to 
appear ridiculous 'to them, and their eyes, Ky the advance 
of the French army, began now to be opened. 
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The Rnnlan* flee rrom (heir Posts. 

and tlie finest houses in the to\^n ^\c^e on lire >vlicn tlie 
French arrived. Two battalions ofthc2olh ^\crc employ* 
ed with much activity in extinguishing them. It was got 
under, and saved three quarters of tlic town. Tlie Cos- 
sacks, before they left it, committed the most dreadful 
pillages. All the population of the towns retired upon 
Moscow. 

The French head-quarters were, on tlie 1st and 2d of 
September, at Ghjat* Tlie Russians set fire to Ghjal, 
ns well os to the other places winch they abandoned ; hut 
the French entered in time to extinguish it. The French 
armj rested on the 2d and 3d in the vicinity of Glijat, and 
threw' six bridges over that river. 

On the rooming of the 5th, tlie French army was io 
motion, and m the afternoon, they perceived the Russians 
formed with llicir right upon the Moskvva, the left upon 
the heights on the left bank of the Kologha. At one 
thousand two liundrcd toiscs in advance of the left, the 
Russians had begun to fortif) a fine bcigbt, between two 
woods, where the) had placed nine or ten thousand men. 
'Xlie French Emperor, having reconnoitred it, resolved to 
carr) ihisposition. Twohoursoflcrwnrds the attack coni- 


■* 'Ilic Ghjat nver empties itself into the Wol^a, and if 
tt3ii^sh}e to the Caiptao Sea. 'Htc city of Gh/Jf CflnwVif 
a populatinu of eight or ten thousand souls. Man) of the 
houses are bmlt of stone and brick. 'Iliirc are tuati) )cirMh 
churches, aiul sescral mamifsetonrs of linen eloih. Apr»- 
culturc has made great progress iii ihis country vsiihin the 
hit fort) )rafs. It no longer bear* any rcsemhlanre lo lh»* 
d'-fcrijitions whicli are given of it. Folaloes, |>iilir, and 
cabba::^*, gruwr tlwrr in abumhnr'* ; and the grainriei «rr 
jeswiall) full. 
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mcncctl. Ih one liour the redoubt was carried, with the 
cannon; the l\us5ian corps driven from the wood, and put 
to night, leaving nearly tlie foJirth part of their men on 
the field of battle. At seven in the evening the firing 
censed. 

On the Glh, the day was passed in reconnoitring. The, 
position of the Russians was exceedingly strong. 'The 
Russians were estimated at one hundred and twcjdy or 
one hundred and thirty thousand men, and the army of the 
French consisted of about the same number. 

On the morning of the 7lh, prince I’oniatowski put him- 
self in motion to ttjrn the forest on whicli the Russians 
rested their left. The prince of Eckmuhl inarch'cd on the 
skirt of the forest. Two batteries of .sixty cannon each, 
commanding the enemy’s position, had been constructed 
in the night. At six o’clock. General count Sorbicr, who 
had the armed battery on the right will) the artillery of the 
reserve of the guard, commenced the fire. General Per- 
netty, with thirty pieces of cannon, skirled the wood, 
turning tlic head of the Russian position. At half-pa.st 
six. General Compans was tvounded ; at seven, the prince 
of Eckmuhl had his horse killed. The attack advanced : 
the musketry commenced. TJic viceroy, who formed the 
French left, attacked and carried the village of Borodino. 
At seven, the marshal duke of Elchingcn put himself in 
motion, and, under the protection of sixty pieces of can 
non, bore upon the centre. A thousand pieces of cannon 
spread death on all sides. At eight o’clock, the Russian 
positions were carried, their redoubts taken, and the 
French artillery crowned his heights. The advantage of 
position, which the Russian batteries bad enjoyed for two 
hours, now belonged to the French. A part of the Rus- 
sian artillery was taken ; the rest were withdrawn to 

2 L 2 
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lines in tlie rear. In this extremity they attempted to re- 
store the combat, and to attack .those strong positions 
which had fallen into the hands of the Frencli. Three 
hundred pieces of French cannon placed on these heiglds, 
thundered upon their masses, and their soldiers died at 
the foot of .those parapets which they had raised with so 
much labour as a protecting shelter. i 
The llussians still held their redoubts to the right. 
General count Morand marched thither, and carried 
them ; but at nine in the morning, attacked on all sides, 
be ^Yas obliged to give way. The llussians attacked llio 
French centre, and for a moment it was feared that they 
might carry the village which was burnt ; the di%isio!i 
Friant advanced thither: eighty pieces of French conoon 
imnjcdiately arrested the enemy’s columns, which stood 
for two hours in dose order, under the chain shot, xiot 
daring to advance, and unwilling to retire. The king ol 
Naples decided their uncertainty. He caused the fourtii 
corps of cavalry to make a charge, who pcnelmtcd through 
the breaches which the cannon shot had made in tlie 
condensed masses of the Russians, and the squadrons of 
tlicir cuirassiers ; they dispersed on nil sides. Tlie 
General of division count Caulincourt advanced ot tlie 
head of the fifth regiment of cuirassiers, nnd entered the 
redoubt on the left by its gorge. From this moment 
there was no longer any uncertainty. He turned upon 
the llussians the twenty-one pieces of cannon winch were 
found in the redoubt. Count CaulliicourWwns killed by 
u cannon ball. It was now two in the iiftrrnoon ; ft'*’ 
llussians had lost nil hopes; the battle trns ended; but 
Mte cannonade still rontiiiDeil ; tlie Ilussiiun now foui^ht 
for retreat and safely , hut n« longer for virtorr. 'Hie loss 
of the Rnisiani was enormous; from twelve to thlrleen' 
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Moscow taken by the Krcncli. 

tiiousiuicl men, uiul from ciwhi to nine ihousand horses, 
were counted on the field of buttle : sixty pieces of cannon 
and five thousand , prisoners were taken by tlic French ; 
whose loss was estimated at ten Ihousand men in killed, 
wounded, or taken. General Bao-ratliiou was wounded. 
The French General of division jMontbrun, was killed by 
a cannon-ball ; General count Caulincourt, who was sent 
to occupy ,1ns place, was killed by a shot of Uie same 
kind, jm hour afterwards. The French Generals of bri- 
gade Compere, Plauzounc, i\Iarion, and Iluart, were 
killed ; scycn or eight Generals were .wounded, the most 
of them slightly. 

Such is a slight sketch of the battle of Moskwa, fought 
a few leagues in the rear of Mojaislc, and twenty-five 
leagues from Moscow, near the little river Moskwa, Tlio 
French fired sixty ihousand cannon shot. 

After the battle of the Moskwa the French army 
pursued the Russians upon Moscow, by the three routs 
of Mojaisk, Svenigorod, and Kalouga ; and on the 
14th of September, at mid-day, the French entered 
Moscow. 

The city of Moscow is as large as Paris ; it is an ex- 
tremely rich city, full of palaces of all the nobles of the 
empire. The Russian governor, Rostopchin, washed to 
ruin this fine city when he saw it abandoned by the 
Russian army. He armed three thousand malefactors 
whom he. had taken from the dungeons ; he also sum- 
moned six thousand satellites, and distributed arras among 
them from the arsenal. 

The French advanced guard, arrived in the centre of 
the city, was received by a fire of musketry, which issued 
from the TCremlin. The king of Naples ordered a batiej'v 
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of a few pieces of cannon to l>e opened, and soon took 
possession of tiie Kremlm 

The Trench Cmperortookup his abode m tlic Kremlin, 
■which IS m the centre of the cit), like a kind of citadel, 
surrounded bj high walls Thirty thousand wounded or 
sick Kussians nere m the hospitals, abandoned, without 
succour, and without nourishment 

Moscow 13 the entrepot of Asia and of Europe. Its 
warehouses were icnmcnse , every house was provided 
for eight months with necessaries of every description. 
It was only the evening before, and the day of tlie en* 
trance of the French, that the danger become known 
Moscow, one of the finest and richest cities in the world, 
IS no more On tlic 14tl> tlio Russians set dro to the 
exchange, to the hizar, and to the hospitn) Three nr 
four hundred ruQians set fire to tlic city m five hundred 
dilTercnt places at the some moment, by order of the 
governor Rostopchm. Fivc-sixtlis of the houses were 
built of wood , so that the fire spread with a prodigious 
rapidity* it was, in fact, an ocean of flame. Churches 
of which there were one thousand six hundred^ above one 
thousand paHccs, immense magazines , nearly uU fell u 
prey to the devouring element Tlic Kremlin was pre- 
served 'llic loss IS incalculable for Russia, for her coni* 
mcrce, and for her nobility, who had IcA all there Tlic 
Trcncb bulletin says, il is not overrating its value 
state It at many milliards About one hundred of tlirse 
incendmrics were apprehended by the Trench and shot; 
all of them drcliircd that they acted under the orders ol 
Rostopciitn, and the director of the police, 'riilrly tluni- 
Sind sitk and woundtd Russians were burnt. 'Ylto 
richest commercial houses in Russia were ntmeil Tlx* 
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Coiin.'tpr.iJion o( Moscow. 

clothing', the nmgiv/incs, anti the etjiiipniont oj'the Hu.ssian 
army were, consumed. They have thus lost every thing: 
they would remove nothing, because they thought it im- 
possible for the French to reach SIoscow. When they 
saw all in the hands of the French, they conceived the 
horrible project of destroying by lire this first capital, 
the centre of the empire ; and they reduced to beggary 
two hundred thousand respectable inhabitants. J’hc in- 
liabitants endeavoured to stop the progress of the flames; 
but the governor had taken the horrid precaution of carry- 
ing off or destroying all the engines. 

In the twenty-first French bulletin it is said, “ Three 
hundred incendiaries have been arrested and shot ; they 
were provided with fuses six inches tong, which they had 
between two pieces of wood : they had also .squib.s, which 
they Uircw upon the roofs of the houses. The wretch 
Rostopchin had these prepared, on pretence that ho 
wished to scud a balloon, full of combustible matter, 
amidst the French army. He thus got together the squibs 
and other materials, necessary for the execution of his 
project. 

The fire subsided on the 19lh and 23d ; three quarters 
of the city were burned ; among other palaces that lieau- 
tiful one of Catharine, which had been ncwl} finished : not 
above a quarter of the houses remained. 

While Tioslopchin was taking away the fire engines 
of the city, he left behind him sixty thousand muskets, 
one hundred and fifty pieces of cannon, more than six 
hundred thousand balls and shells, one million five hundred 
thousand cartridges, four hundred thousand pounds of 
gun powder, four hundred thousand pounds of saltpetre 
and sulphur. It was not till the ICtli, that the powder, 
saltpetre, and sulphur were discovered at a lino estaiilisli- 
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ment, hall' a league from the cUj% b\ tljc French, vtho 
ever} day disco\eicd cellars, full a( ^vine atul’ brand)*. 
Manufactures \\crc beginning: to floimsli at Moscow; 
they were destfojed.' ibe conflagration* of this capital 
will throw Russia, says the bulletin, one hundred 
jears back. 

The colours taken by the Russians from the Turks in 
difTercni wars, and se\cral curious things found in tlic 
Kremlin, were sent off for Paris. The French found 
a Madoua enriched with diamonds, which they also sent 
to Pans. 

In the 24lh bulletin, dated October 14, it is said, (lie 
engineers have taken a plan of the cit) of Moscow, in 
which those houses ate marked which wcic saved from 
the flames. It results, that we did not succeed in sav- 
ing more Uian the tenth part of the town ; the other nin^• 
tenths exist no longer. 

All the sick belonging to the rrcnch, who were in the 
hospitals of Afuscow, led (hem on the 15th, IGth, 17th, 
and I8th of October, for Meyaisk and Smolensk. 'Ihe 
artillery caissons, the ammunition taken ; a great quantity 
of curious things, and two trophies, were packed tip and 
sent off on the 15ih. 'llic I'rcnch ormj received ortlcrs 
to take biscuit for twenty days, and liold itself in readi- 
ness to marcli : in efiect, (he French Rmperor left Mos- 
cow on the I9lh. Tlic head quarters were tin* same 
day at Disna. On the one side, the Kremlin has been 
nmicd and fortified, and .U the same time it has been 
mined, in order to hK \% it up. 

Tlie Itussmn Co<sack«i opprared in great numbers, nml 
atinovfil the French ciualry : the luhnnted guard of 
cafolrv placed in advance ol Veiikovo, virre BUrywirrd b> ' 
n liortlc tif C<>>s.ukB, who were in the camp Iteforc (bry 
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cnuUl mount on liorsohaok. 'I’lu'v took part of General 
Schastiani’s park of artillery, one luuulrcd bagg*agc wag- 
gons, and made about one hundred prisoners. 

Marslral the duke on’reviso remained at Moscow with 
n garrison. 

After Moscow had ceased to e.xist, and the bulletin 
asserts, the French Emperor determined either to abandon 
this heap of ruins, or only to occupy the Kremlin with 
three thousand men; but the Kremlin, after tiftecn days’ 
labour, was not deemed suflicicntly strong to be aban- 
doned for twenty or thirty days to its own forces. It 
would have weakened and incommoded the army in its 
movements, withoxit giving a great advantage. Twenty 
thousand men would have been necessary to protect 
Moscow from tlic beggsirs and plunderers. Moscow is, 
at present, a truly unhealthy and impure sink. A popu- 
lation of two hundred thousand wandering in the neigh- 
bouring woods, dying with hunger, came to these ruins 
to seek what remains, and vegetables iii the gardens to 
support life. It appeared useless to compromise any 
thing whatever for an object which was of no military 
value, and which has now become of no political import- 
ance. All the magazines which were in the city having 
been carefully examined, and the others emptied, the 
French Emperor caused the Kremlin to be mined. The 
duke of Treviso caused it to be blown up at two o’clock 
fl. 7?r. on the 23d : tlie arsenal, barracks, magazines — all 
were destroyed. This ancient citadel, which takes its date 
from the foundation of the monarchy— -this first palace of 
the Czars, has been destroyed ! The duke of Treviso has 
marched for Vereia. The Emperor of Russia’s aid-de- 
camp, baron Winzingerode, having, on the 22d, attempt- 
ed to penetrate at the head of five hundred Cossacks, was 
VOL. Ill- — NO. 58. S M 
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repulsed and taken prisoner, with a ^onnj "Russian officer 
named Narc&kin. On the 19tb, the head-quarters were 
in the castle of Troitskoi* they remained there on the 
20tb On tlie 21st they were at IgnaticR , thc22dntPo- 
minskoi, all (hcarmj haMog made two flauk marches; and 
the 28(1 at Borowsk. 

On the 27lh of October, prmco Poniatowski marched 
upon Vercia On the 23d, the French army was about to 
follow this movement , but, m the afternoon, the) Icamt 
that the Russians had quitted their entrenched camp, and 
were on march to the little town of Maloj arosl witz. The 
Mceroy received orders to march. Delzon’s division ar- 
rived on the 23d, at six in the evening, on the left bank ; 
took possession of the bridge, and caused it to he repaired. 
In the niglit between the 23d and 24tli, tlio Russian di- 
vision arrived in the town, and took possession of tlio 
heights on the right bank, which arc extreme!^ odvanlv 
gcous On the 24th, atda>-brcak, tlio battle commenced. 
During this lime, the Russian arm) appeared quite entire, 
and took a position behind the town. The divisions Del* 
zon, Broussicr, and Pino, ondthc Italian guard, were suc- 
cesbivcl) engaged. Two thirds of the Russian arm) were 
engaged to roainUm this position , but this was m vain, 
for the town was taken, ns well ns Ibo heights. Tlic Rus- 
sians rttrenled so prccipitntcl), that tht) were obliged to 
throw twenty pieces of cannon into (ho nver. To\^arda 
night, the marshal prince of Fckmuhl debauched with his 
corps, and nil the nrmj was in order of battle, with it* 
artiJlen, on the 25ih, m the position which the Russian* 
occupied the night before. 

'llie French I'mperor tnoved In* bead quarters on the 
24tb to the village of Ghorodnm, At seven m the mom. 
mg. aix thousand Cossacks, who had slipped into lie 
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made a general huzza in the rear of his position, and took 
six pieces of cannon, which were parked. The duke of 
Istria set olf at a gallop with all the horse guards. This 
horde was sabred ; the artillery it had taken was recovered, 
and several of his waggons were captured ; six hundred of 
these Cossacks were killed, wounded, or taken ; thirty 
men of the guards were wounded and three killed. The 
General of division, count Rapp, had a horse killed 
under him. 

The Emperor marched to Maloyaroslavitz, reconnoitred, 
the position of the Russians, and ordered an attack next 
morning; but in the night they retreated. The French 
Emperor then directed the movement upon Vareia. On 
the 26th, head-quarters were at Borowsk, and on the 27th 
atVereia. 

In the battle of Maloyaroslavitz, General baron Delzon, 
a distinguished officer, was killed with three balls. The 
French loss was one thousand five hundred men killed or 
wounded ; that of the Russians five or six thousand. The 
French found on the .field of battle one thousand seven 
hundred Russians, amongst whom were one thousand one 
hundred recruits, dressed in grey jackets, having hardly 
served two months. The Russians had three Generals 
killed and General count Pino was .slightly wounded. . 

The French imperial head-quarters were, on the 1st of 
I'l'ovember, at "Viasma, and on the 9th at Smolensk. The 
weather was very fine up to the 6th, but on the 7th winter 
began. ' The ground was covered with snow. The roads . 
became very slippery, and very difficult for carriage horses, 
The French lost many men by cold and fatigue ; night 
bivouakings ^ were very injurious to them. 








* , These are extraordinary night-guards for the security of 
a camp or army. 
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Since the battle ol Malojarosia^itz, theadianccd guard 
of the French saw no other enemy than the Cos'tacks, 
vho, like the Arabs, pour upon the flanks, and fly about 
to anno_j. 

On the 2d, at two m llic afternoon, twcUo thousand 
Uussian mfantr), cohered a cloud of Cossacks, inter- 
cepted tlic communication, a league’s dislatico from 
Viasma, between the prince of Eckmuhl and the viceroy, 
Tlic pnnee of Eckmuhl and tlio viceroy marched upon this 
column, drove it from the road, and overthrew itni the 
UQod , look a major General with a good number ofpri' 
soners, aud earned off six pieces of cannon 
Since the had weather, from the Cth 1o Uie Utb, Ibo 
Trench lost more than tjirec thousand carnages horses, and 
iiearl) one hundred caissons were destrojed. 

The cold weather began on the 7t!i , from that moment „ 
the rrench lost everj ingbl several hundred horses, m 
consequence of bivouaking. Arrive,, nt Smolensk, the 
Trench had already lost manj cavnlrj and artillery horses, 
TIic cold suddenly increased ; and on |ho J4th, 15fh, 
aud IGlli of November, the thermometer was at sixteen 
and eighteen degrees below the freezing point, 'llio 
roads were covered witbicc; the cavalry, artillery, and 
baggage horses, perished every night, not only by bun* 
drtds, but by lliousands, particularly (he German and 
Frcncli liorscs. In a few days, more than thirty thoiisond 
horses perished ; the TfCDcIi cnvolry were on foot , (he ar- 
tillery and baggage were without conveyance. It was no- 
cessury to abandon and destroy ngood part of the cannon, 
otunmintion, and provisions. 

nusnrmT.fco fine on the (»lb,was very different on (be 
Idth.-— almost without curaley, without ortiJJery, vrjlhonl 
I*<uuiports. “ Without cavolrv, (says flic twenty math 
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The Rnmpart*; of Smolensk tlcJlrojcd. 

French l)uUctin, tinted December 3,) wo could Jiot recon- 
noitre n quarter of a league's distance ; without artillery, 
we could not risk a battle, and firmly await it : it was re- 
quisite to march, in order not to be constrained to a battle, 
which the want of ammunition prevented us from desiring 
it was requisite to occupy a certain space, not to be turned, 
and that too without cavalry, which led and connected tho 
columns. This difiiculty, joined to a cold which suddenly 
came on, rendered our situation miserable. Tliosc men, 
whom nature had not sufficiently steeled to be above all 
the chances of fate and fortune, appeared shook, lost 
their gaiety, their good humour, and dreamed but of mis- 
fortunes and catastrophes ; those whom she has created 
superior to every thing, preserved their gaiet}^ and their 
ordinar}' manners, and saw fresh glory in the dilTcrent dif- 
ficulties to be surmounted. 

** The enemy, wlio saw upon the roads traces of that 
frightful calamity which had overtaken the French army, 
endeavoured to tal;c advantage of it. He surrounded all 
tho columns with liis Cossacks, wlio carried off, like the 
Arabs of the desert, the grains and earring cs whieh sepa- 
rated. This contemptible cavalry, which only make noise, 
and are not capable of penetrating through a company of 
voltigueurs, rendered themselves formidable by favour of 
circumstances. Nevertheless, the enemy had to repent 
of all the serious attempts which he wished to undertake : 
they were overthrown by the viceroy, before whom they 
were placed, and lost many men. 

" The duke of Elchingen, with three thousand men, 
had blown up the ramparts of Smolensk : he was surround- 
ed, and found himself in a critical position, but he extri- 
cated himself from it with that intrepidity by which he is 
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distinguished. After having kept the enemy at a distance 
from him during the 'whole of the 18th, and constantly re- 
pulsed him, at night he made a movement on the right* 
passed the Borjsthenes, and deceived all tlie calculations 
of the enemy. On tlic 19lh, the army passed tlie Berjs* 
thencs at Orza ; and the Ilussian army being fatigued, and 
ha>ing lost a great number of men, ceased from its 
attempts. 

** The army of Volhjniahad inc)incd, on the ICth, upon 
Minsk, and marched upon Borisow. General Domhrow- 
ski defended the bridge-head of Borisow with three thou- 
sand men. On the 23<1, lie forced, and obliged to 
evacuate this position. The enemy then passed the Bcrc- 
sina, marching upon Bohr; Umt division Lambert formed 
the advanced guard. 

“ The second corps, commanded by the duke of Beggio, 
which was at Tonchercin, had received orders to marcli 
upon Bori^ou, to secure to the army the passage of the 
BcrcMna. On the 24th, the duke of Beggio met the di- 
vision l^iunhcrt, four leagues from Borisow, attacked and 
defeated it, took two thousand prisoners, six pieces of 
cannon, file hundred baggage waggons of the army of 
Volhynla, and threw the enemy on the right bank of the 
Bercsina. 

•• On the 26th nl break of day, the Emperor, after hav- 
ing dccciicd tlje enemy by difTcrtnt movements made 
during Uic day of llio 25tli, marched upon the lillagc <'f 
Studzeanen, and causes, in spite of an enemy <• diviihui, 
and in its presence, l«o bridges to be tliro'wn over ihr 
river. Tlic duke of Beggio passed, ntlnckrd llo* rnrniy, 
and led him, fighting, t«o hours, 'il'c enmy rrlired 
upon the Ute-du-poT*f of Borisow. General lygrand, an 
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n.itile of Bcrcsiua. 

oHicor of {he first-rulc merit, was badly, but not danger* 
otisly, wounded. During the whole o( the 2Gth and27lb, 
the army passed. 

*' ^’hc duke of Belluno, commanding the ninth corps,, 
had received orders to follow the movement of the duke 
of Reggio, to form the rear guard, and keep in check 
the Russian army from the Dwinn, which followed 
him. Parlonncaux's division formed the rear guard of 
this corps. 

“ On the 27th, at noon, the . duke of Rclluno arrived 
with two divisions at the bridge of Sludzeanea. Parton- 
ncaux’s division set out at night for Borisow. A brigade 
of this division, which formed the rear-guard, and which 
was charged with burning the bridge, marched at seven 
in the evening, and arrived between ten and eleven 
o’clock ; it sought its first brigade and its General, who 
had departed two hours before, and which it had not 
met with in its route. Its researches were in vain ; some 
uneasiness was tl)cn conceived. All we have since been 
able to learn is, that the first brigade set out at five 
o’clock, missed its way at six, went to the right in place 
cf proceeding to the left, and marched two or three leagues 
in this direction; that, during the night, and benumbed 
with cold, it sallied at seeing the enemy’s fires, which it 
mistook for those of the French army. Thus surrounded, 
it was taken. This cruel mistake must have caused us a 
loss of two thousand infantry, three hundred cavalry, and 
three pieces of artillei'y. 

“ All the army having passed, on the morning of the 
28 th, the duke of Belluno guarded the tete-du-pont upon 
the left bank : the duke of Reggio, and behind him all 
the army, was upon th'e right bank. Borisow having been 
evacuated, the armies of the Dwina and Volhynia com- 
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monicdted, the) planned an attack on the 23th at break 
of daj. The duke of Reggio caused the Rmperor to be 
imformcd that be was attacked Half an hour aflerward**, 
the duke of Bellnno was on the left bank Tlic duke of 
Elchmgen iinmediateU followed the duke of Reggio, and 
the duke of Treviso folJovrcd the duke of Efchingen 'Jlic 
battle becanjc warm The enemy wishing to turn our 
right, General Doumcrc ordered a charge of catalrj at 
the moment when the legion of the Vistula was engaged 
In the woods, to pierce the centre of the encmj The 
Russians were defeated and put to the rout, together with 
Uicir cavalry, winch came to (he assistance of tlicir in- 
fantry, Six thousand prisoners, two standards, and six 
pieces of cannon fell into otir hands. On Ins side, llic 
duke of Rclliino vigorously charged the cncmj, defeated 
him, took from five to slx hundred prisoners, ond did 
not solTcr him to advance within reach of the cannon 
of the Imdgo General Tbumicr made o fine charge of 
cavnlr^. 

“ In the battle of ibe Bcrtsinn, tlie nnn} of Volin lua 
sulTercd much Ulie duke of Rrggio was VTounded, 
but his wound was not dangerous JIc received a hallm 
Ins side 

'rhe next day (the 29th) wo remained on the field of 
battle, we hod to make our choice Ijclwccn two ronfr#, 
tliat to Minsk, and Uial to Wilnn. 1 he road to do'* 
led through a very fine countrv, 'Ilie nrmy being without 
cavulrv, deficient m ammunition, nnd liornhlv faligurti 
by fifl) diys* inarch, cnrrjing in its tram nil the sitk on 1 
wounded of so many battle*, stood greatly in rent nf 
welling to its niJgnxiiie# 

“ On tlie OOlh, the head quarters were at riechmtji; 
30 ibe !»t of December n( Sfafkr, i»ed th-* •‘’ed, it 
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The kin? of Najilcs appointed licutcnnnl-pcncrnl. 

Molodctlcluu), where the army reecived the first convoys 
from Wilna. All the wounded oflicers and soldiers, and 
whatever else could ho of embarrassment, -with the bag- 
gage, 3cc. were sen! ofTlo Wilna. 

The generals, otneers, and soldiers, suflcrcd greatly 
from want. Numbers lost their baggage through the loss 
of their horses, and several by the cflccts of the cossacks’ 
ambushes. The cossacks took numbers of insolatcd per- 
sons, of geographical engineers, who were Inking positions 
and of wounded onicers, who were marching without pre- 
caution, preferring running the risk to marching slowJy 
and going with the convoy. 

In all these movements the French emperor continually 
marched in the middle of his guards — the cavalry com- 
manded by the duke of Istria, and the infantry command- 
ed by the duke of Dantzic. The prince of Ncufchntcl, the 
grand marshal, the grand cqueny, and all the aides-de- 
camp and military olliccrs of the liousehold, always accom- 
panied his majesty. Our cavalr}’, say the French bulletins, 
was dismounted to such a degree, that it was necessary to 
collect the officers, who had still a horse remaining, in or- 
der to form four companies of one hundred and fifty men 
each. The generals there performed the functions of cap- 
tains, and the colonels those of subalterns. This sacred 
squadron, commanded by general Grouchy, and under the 
orders of the king of Naples, did not lose sight of the em- 
peror in all these movements. 

On the 5tli of December, the French emperor, having 
called together at his head quarters at Imorgonie, the 
viceroy, the prince of Ncufchatel, and the marshals dukes - 
of Elchingen, Dantzic, Treviso, the prince of Eckmulil, 
the duke of Istria, acquainted them, that he had nominat- 

voL, in. — NO, 58. 2.N 
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td the king of isaplcs his heutenant-gcoeral, to command 
the aiTOT during the rigorous season Napoleon, m 
passing tlirough Wilna, was einplo)ed bC-veral hours with 
the dukeofBasiairo lie lra\clled incognito, m a single 
sledge, with and under the name of the duke of Vicenza. 
He examined the fortifications of Praga, survejed War- 
saw, and remained there several hours unknown Two 
hours before his departure he sent for countPotocki, and 
the minister of finance ^of Uic grand duchj, with wliom ho 
had along conference He armed on the 14tli, at one 
o’clock in the morning, at Dresden , and on the 18th, at 
half after eleven o’clock at night, he arrived at Puns 
Thus have wc laid before our readers os clear an ac- 
count of the war in Kussia’as seemed consistent with 
truth , and at Uie dose of it, which is taken from the 
twenty, ninth bulletin, a senes of the greatest hardships, 
the severest privations, and the most dreadful suficrings, 
that were experienced by tlio French ariwy. Various re- 
ports of the deatli or insanilv of the French cmjicror had 
been circulated, but tlic ormol ofthi* bulletin pul a fiinl 
stop to (he absurd speculations which had been formed 
upon those suppositions He nmNed safely at Pans, in 
good health, and Immediately proceeded to business 'llic 
wretched remains oflusarmy lie quitted at Smorgonic, a 
town flhotit fifty miles from 1 Vilna , hut tt does not nppeur 
that he left it before it lind readied o place of compamli'e 
safely So intense indeed was the cold vfineb drstnned 
the French anny, that at Copenhagen; on the IftUi of De- 
cember, Rcaunmrs thcrroomclcr was 13 degrees below 
Zero, and at Wilna it was 25 degrees below the same 
point From the custom house ul Copenhngen to the 
coast of Sweden, the Sound presented one eontinued *«r- 
fvee ol ICC , and it was faiJ, that if tlie frost lot! contioued 
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Gcncrnl D'Yorck chnrpcd with Treason. 

but n few days longer, it would have been passable on foot. 
Some of the Danish ships, which were detained by the icc, 
had sent home their crews to the dificrent 'provinces to 
which they belonged. Thus it is evident, that it was not 
the enccts of the llussian prowess, but the intense cold, 
that overcame the French army. 

Two large divisions of Prussian troops, amounting to 
thirty thousand men, and forming the whole o{ the 10th 
corps of the Grand Army, capitulated to the llussian ge- 
neral Dc Dicbtsch. Nothing so clearly shews the weak- 
ness to which the French army was reduced, as a circum- 
stance attendant on tliis capitulation. General D’Yorck, 
who commanded the Prussians, being at Tawroggen, 
about twenty-five miles from Tilsit, on the 30lh of Decem- 
ber, entered into a convention with the above general, po- 
sitively on behalf of his own troops, and conditionally on 
behalf of those under general Massenbach, which latter 
were at tlie moment witli tljc French general Macdonald. 
D’Yorck immediately sent notice of the step he had taken 
to general Massenbach, who, notwithstanding the threats 
and remonstrances of Macdonald, actually marched away 
from him with his whole division, which the French gene- 
ral was not strong enough to hinder. 

The king of Prussia rccciycd intelligence of the treason 
of general D’Yorck on the 14lh of .Tanuary 1813, and im- 
mediately ordered, that “all means should be taken to 
sicze the said general, and send him to Berlin, where ho 
should be tried and punished for his crime.” M. de 
Nantzraez, aid-de-camp to the Idng, set out on the morn- 
ing of the 5th for Konigsberg, charged with a letter, by 
which his majesty, after having declared that he conld not 
•■sitify the oonvention concluded by general D’Yorck, con- 
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T|ie Russians adrance. 

sidering-, that the dispositions to be taken mtb respect to 
his troops, belong, according to the treaty of alliance, to 
his majesty the emperor of the French, and afterwards to 
the king of Naples, as his lieutenant general, invites tliis 
prince to give his orders to general Kleist, and to express 
them to major de Nantzmer, who will make known to the 
Prussian corps the wishes .of Aeir sovereign. 

Toward the close qf January, general Rapp, a brave 
and intrepid soldier, was governor of Dantzic, where he 
had a garrison of thirty thousand good troops ; and the 
place was said to be provisioned for two years. Dantzig 
was blockaded by the Russians, who had advanced to tlie 
Vistula in great force. Time after time this fortress was 
said to have surrendered to tlie Russian forces; but ab 
though it liad been besieged as it were by tlie Russian and 
Prussian soldiery ever since tho middle of February, and 
they had lost many men before its walls, it was still in the 
bands of tho French in the middle of June, the Russians, 
however, got possession of Konigsberg, Flbing, Marien- 
berg, and Marienwurder, 

The Russian army kept advancing and made their cn> 
trance into Warsaw; after tvUich they marched towards 
tho Oder, for the purpose of engaging with, and dispers- 
ing such French troops as might have been collected in 
and about Posen. An action of some importance tlierc 
took place, in which the Russians, from tho amazing dis- 
parity of the French army, wore victorious ; and on the 
20th of Fobruarj’, two days after Use battle, they occupied 
Berlin, with nineteen thousand men. They then proceed- 
ed to llamhurgh, which they eutcred on the 28th. 

Tliero docs not appear to hove been any French force 
capable of disputing the field wiU» iJicm. 
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Bntllc between generals Dormberg and Mornnd. 

The king of Prussia having left Berlin and proceeded 
to Potzdam, and Jiis capital being in possession of the 
Russians, determined liim at length to veer about once 
more, and to enter into an alliance ofiensivc and defensive 
with the emperor Alexander. 

Although tlio French forces were not in sufficient 
strength to oppose the numerous liordes of Russians with 
their Prussian auxiliaries, yet the genius of the French 
emperor was on the alert. By the beginning of April he 
bad an army of nearly one hundred and fifty thousand 
men in the field ; but the Russians, who found little to op- 
pose them advanced to the Elbe, which they crossed. By 
this time, however, the principal line of assemblage of the 
French forces was from Mayence to Bamberg, following 
the serpentine course of the Mayne : thus the troops un- 
der the duke ofTreviso were at Frankfort, with Sebasliani 
and Lefevre ; Souham at Aschafienberg ; the prince of 
Moskum had his head quarters at Hanau ; the Bavarian 
general Wrede was at Bamberg; and Hesse and Baden 
were uniting in the vicinity ofWurtzburg. 

The Russians who had crossed the Elbe under srcncrals 
Dormberg and TscliermchefT advanced against general 
Morand at Euneberg, where he was with only three lliou- 
sand five hundred French forces. A very obstinate battle 
took place between the French and Russians, which was 
completely in favour of the lafter, the Avhole body of the 
French being killed, wounded, or taken ; but it should b,c 
recollected, that the Russian force was tln-ee times greater 
than the French. They, however, enjoyed their conquest 
but a short time ; for the French sent ten thousand men 
to retake the town, which they did, and put the Russians 
to ilight. 
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The Russians and Prussians advanced upon, and took 
possession of Dresden, the capita! of the king of Saxony, 
who was persuaded to enter into aleague against Prance; 
but these successes of the Russians at length roused the 
active Napoleon, and he set out from Paris on the night 
of the 15tli ol April, to put himself at the head of his 
forces in the neighbourhood of Magdeburgh ; and althougli 
greatly inferior in point of numerical strength to the Al- 
lies, he had ordered remforcements to be continually sent 
to join his main array. 

AiTairs at the close of April, began to wear rather a 
gloomy aspect at Hamburgh. The French, who drove 
the Russians out of Luneburg; marched into Hamburgh 
on the 29lh hut the Russians and the detachments of the 
Hanseatic legion had provisionally recrossed the Elbe, 
deeming themselves not i» sufficient force to meet the 
French. Thorn and Spandau, however, surrendered to 
the Allies. The emperor Alexander and the king of 
Prussia had also marched upon, and took possession of 
Dresden, the capital of the king of Saxony, ns above 
mentioned, who had willidrawn (o Prague. 

Napoleon by this time, had joined his army, nnd a par- 
tial battle took place on the 1st of May nt Weissenfeis, 
in which luarslial Bcssiercs, duke of Islria, was killed, 
and the French advanced upon Lutzen. Tivc emperor 
Alexander and the king of Prussia, learning that Iho 
French army had debouched from Thuringia, adopted the 
plan of giving battle in the plains of Lulzeu, and put 
themselves in motion to occupy that position; but they 
were anticipated by the rapidity of the movements of the 
French army : they, however, persisted In tlicir projects, 
ami resolved to drive tlio Preach army from the posUion 
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it had taken. The Allies debouched and passed the 
Elster at the bridges of Zwenkaw, Pegau, and Zeits. 
At nine in the morning on the 3rd of May, Napoleon 
heard a canonade from the side nearest Leipsig. The 
allies defended the small village of Tastenau, and the 
bridges in advance of Leipsig. The French emperor 
now waited the moment when these last positions should 
be carried, to put in motion all his army in that direction, 
make it pivot on Leipsig, pass to the right bank of the 
Elster, and take the Allies a revers ; but at ten o’clock 
the Allies debouched towards Kara, upon several columns 
extremely deep : their numbers appeared immense. 

The battle now became brisk. The Allies, who appear- 
ed certain of success, marched to reach the right of the 
French, and gain the road of Weissenfels; but in this 
they were disappointed, and the field of battle was soon 
covered with the best of the enemy’s cavalry. The great 
efforts of infantry, cavalry, and artillezy, were directed 
against the centre. The village of Kara was taken and 
retaken several times. The battle embraced a line of 
two leagues, covered with fire,' smoke, and clouds of dust. 

The Allies having bent their principal force upon the 
French centre, it gave way; but general Drouet with a 
battery of eighty pieces of artillery opened a^dreadful fire 
upon the Allies : they now gave way on all sides. The 
duke of Treviso obtained ’possession of the village of 
Kara, [overthrew, the Allies, and continued to advance, 
beating the charge. The cavalry, infantry, and artillery 
of the Allies now retreated on all sides; which being fol- 
lowed by the French, they fled and were pursued for a 
league and a half. The French soon arrived at the heights 
which had been occupied by the emperor Alexander, die 
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king of Prussia, and the Brandenbnrgh family during tlte 
battle. The French made several thousand prisoners, 
notwithstanding the inferiority of their numbers. The 
loss of the French, in killed and wounded, amounted to 
ten thousand men ; that of the Allies, who were greatly 
superior in numerical strength, was estimated at upwards 
of twenty thousand. The prince of Hesse Homberg was 
killed, the young prince-royal ot Prussia was wounded, 
and the prince of Mccklcnberg-Strclitz, nephew to the 
queen of England, was killed. The Allied army amounted 
fromhetwcen one hundred and fifty to tvco hundred thou- 
sand men, while that of the 'French did not exceed ono 
hundred and thirty tliousand, and most of tlicsc new- 
raised forces. 

In consequence of the battle of Lutzen, the French 
advanced about eighty miles, though the Prussian account 
intimates that the Allies remained masters of tho field of 
battle. 

The French emperor entered Dresden on the 8th of 
May, As the French advanced nftcr the hattlo of Lnt- 
zen, several affairs of minor importance took place. Tlic 
king of Saxony, who had been obliged to leave his capi- 
tal when the Pusslan and Prussian combined army ad- 
vanced upon it, returned to it at mid-day on the 12th, 
when tho French emperor and he embraced each other. 
So farthcrcf>rc, from joining the Allies, ns it was fondly 
expected, and positively asserted, tlie king of Saxony, 
after his conference with the emperor of Austria ot Prague, 
surrendered his fortresses to tho French, and joined J^n- 
polcon with the whole of his forces. 

On the t8tb Bonaparte left Dresden, nnd arrived be- 
*bre Brutzen on the 19th, at tea in the morning, after 
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which lie employed the venminder of the diiy in recon- 
noitring the position of tlic allies. At noon, on the 20I]j, 
a brisk canonndc commenced in the neighbourhood of 
Bautzen, which lasted six hours; during which, several 
charges were made hy the allies without success : for ge- 
neral Compans took possession of Bautzen ; and general 
Bonnet, hy a running charge, took possession of a plain 
which rendered him master of tlic wliolc of the centre of 
the allied forces, and at seven in the evening they were 
driven hack on their second portion. Tiic French em- 
peror entered Bautzen at eight in the evening. TJu: 
battle of Bautzen was the prelude to the battle of 
Wurtchen. 

On the 21st, the French emperor marched towards tho 
heights, three (piarlers of u league in advance of Bautzen, 
at five o'clock in the morning. At eleven tlic duke of 
Treviso advanced one thousand toiscs from his position, 
and engaged in a dreadful canonadc before all the re- 
doubts and entrenchments of the allies, and by the ma- 
noeuvres of the Frcncli tlicyw ere kept in a state of uncer- 
tainty respecting the real point of attack. At length the 
allies, finding that the French had succeeded in turning* 
their right, began to retreat, and Ibis retreat soon Iiecame 
a flight : and at seven in the evening, the prince of Mosk- 
wa and general Lauriston arrived at Wurtchen. The al- 
lies being now forced from all their positions, left the 
French masters of the field of battle, who found it covered 
with the dead and wounded, and took several thousand 
prisoners. 

On the 22nd, at four in the morning, the French army 
was again in motion. The allies liad continued their flight 
during the whole of the night, hy all the roads, and in 
every direction. The French did not find their first posts 
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till they had passed Weissemberg ; nor did they olTcr llie 
least resistance, until they bad g^ned the heights in the 
rear of Ueickenbacli. General Ivefeburc Desnouelles, at 
the head of one thousand five hundred horse of the Polish 
lancers, and the red lancers of the guards, charged and 
o^erthrew the Russian cavalry in the plain of Rettenbach. 
In the battles of the 20th and 21st the French estimated 
their loss at eleven or twelve thousand men in killed and 
wounded. On the 22nd, the duke of Treviso was wound- 
ed, general Kirgeiier was killed, and the duke of Trioul 
(Duvoc) was mortally wounded, and died twelve hours af- 
terwards. On the 523rd, general Re^nlcr entered Gocr- 
htz. The allies burnt a great quantity of tlicir baggage, 
blew up a number of parks, and distributed tlirough tlm 
villages great quantities of wounded, ten thousand of 
whom remained in the power of the French. 

On the 529th of May there was a Bcvcro engagement at 
Ochsen warder 5 (he Ifanseatic fcgion, Prussians, and En- 
glish ndemen, made a strong resistance against tlie ene- 
my; hut owing to a blunder of captain Muller, who took 
a party of the French, they being commanded in English, 
to be English, one thousand five hundred men took pos- 
session of Ochscnwardcp. General Tettenhorn informed 
the senate, that he had no longer Uio means of defence, 
and left it entirely with the senate to adopt such measures 
ns they thought proper ; after which ho left the place, and 
at nnd-day on the 80th, the Danes, five thousand strong, 
with a park of artillery entered Ilnmburgli, ha'ing the 
I'rcnch general Bnijcre, at their bend; at seven in the 
evening one thousand five hundred Frencli gctis d'ar/nes 
entered the town.* 

^ ’nccou-fijct of the crown pilnce of Sweden f llerna- 
dolte) on thli occasion appears to have lomething ni) vfic-d ui 
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Treaty « ilti Swtdrii. 

On the Isl olMuin;. an armistice havinr^ been previously 
proposed, the duke oi' Vict'Jiza, on the part of (he, French 
and the Kussian and Prussian pleni|)olenliario5, count. 
Schouvalon’ and general Kieisl, exchanged their full 
powers, and nontralix.ed the village ttf I’iecltcrwitv:. Forty 
infantry and twenty cavalry, furnished by the French army, 
and the same number of tnen furnished by liie allied army, 
respectively occupied the two entrances of the village. 
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It. He entered Germany at the head of about twenty-four 
thousand men, and eighty jncccs of artillery, but when ap- 
plied to by the senate of Hamburgh, he replied, “ That 
Hamburgh was at present but a minor object, compared 
with his ulterior movements, and that the fate of that city 
must be decided by the issue of the contest for the general 
deliverance.” Thus BernadoUc constantly appeared in the 
way to do something; but took care ahvays to avoid coming 
into action ; indeed it could not be expected that lie Avould 
become the enemy of bis old master Bonaparte. Sweden, 
however, was paid by England, and the crown prince must 
appear to do sometbiug, T)»c treaty which the English mi- 
nisters entered into with Sweden, was at length reluctantly 
laid before the house of lords on the lOlh of .Tune, and the 
next day before the house of commons. The substance oi 
ibis treaty is, That llic English pay One Million of Pounds 
sterling per annum, as a subsidy ; that Great Britain shall 
cede the island of Guadaloupeto the Swedes: and the En- 
glish shall assist the crown prince in his views on Norway 
with a sufficient naval force. Guadaloupc to be delivered 
to the crown prince three months after the Swedes make 
good their landing in Germany.” Now Bernadotte did land 
with a powerful army on the shores of Germany, but had 
hitherto remained inactive ; the Englisli, however, were 
bound by treaty to give up the island in August to the 
Svmdcs ! - ■ 
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On the 2nd, in the morning, the plenipotentiaries had a 
conference to fix the hnc which, during the amnstice, 
should determine the position of the two armies In the 
mean time, orders were given from the head quarters of 
both armies, that no hostilities should take place The ar> 
miatice was signed on the fourth , and it was agreed that 
hostilities should cease till the 8th of July inclusive, and 
that the} should not re-commence without giving six 
days notice to that effect By this armistice the Trench 
were to remain in possession of every thing which it oc* 
cupicd on the 8th of June at midnight 


CHAPTER XIV 


We roust now advert to the war m the Peninsula, and 
the first thing wc hav e to lay before our readers is, an no 
count ofthc decisive victory by lord Wellington over the 
Trench forces, on the 21st of June, 1818, near Vittorm, 
this was a day which vvhH live for ages m the annals of the 
British empire, and gladden Uic heart of every Briton 
Tlip dispatches from the marquis Wellington, (which 
were received at the war ofTice on the 3rd of July) 
dnted Salvaticrra, June 23, and Tncnyccn,Junc 24 , 1813, 
Rav,Tlie enemy’s army, commanded by Joseph Bonaparte, 
liavir g marshal Jourdan os the major general of the army 
took up a position on the night of the lOlli instant, m front 
of Vittona, tlie left of which rested upon the hnghfs 
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vhicli end at Puebla dc Arlanzon, and extended Iruin 
thence across the vallc}’ of Zadora, in front of the village 
Arunez. Thej occupied with the right of the centre n 
height which commanded the valley of Zadora, and the 
right of their army was stationed near Vittoria, and was 
destined to defend the passages of the river Zadora, in the 
neighbourhood of that city. They had a reserve in tlic 
rear of their left, at tlic village of Gomcclm. 

The nature of the country through which the army had 
passed since it reached the Pbro, had necessarily extend- 
ed our columns, and we halted, says lord Wellington, on 
the 20th, in order to close them up, and moved the left to 
Margina, where it was most likely it would be necessary. 
His lordship reconnoitred the enemy’s position on that day, 
with a view to tlic attack to be inadc on the following 
morning, if they should still remain in it. 

The allies accordingly attacked the enemy on the 21st oJ 
J.une, and gained a complete victory over them, driving 
them from all their positions, and taking from them one 
hundred and fiHy-onc pieces of cannon, four hundred and 
fifteen waggons of ammunition, all their baggage, provi- 
sions, cattle, treasure, &c. and a considerable number of 
prisoners. The operations of the day commenced by lieu- 
tenant-general sir Rowland Hill obtaining possession of 
the heights of La Puebla, on which the enemy’s left 
rested ; which heights they had not occupied in great 
strength. The contest here, however, was very severe, 
and the loss sustained considerable. General Murillo was 
wounded, but remained in the field ; and the honourable 
lieutenant-colonel Cadogan died of a wound he received. 

Under cover of the possession of these heights, sir Row- 
land Hill successively passed the Zadora, at La. Puebla, 
and the defile formed by the heights of the river Zadora, 
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and attacked and gamed possession of tbe -vittage of Sa- 
iiijana de Alava, in front of' the enemy’s line, which he 
made repeated attempts to regain. 

Tlie centre of the allied army was formed by four divi- 
sions, which ^Yere destined to attack the heights on which 
the right of the enemy’s centre was placed, while licn- 
tenant-general sir Howland Hill should move forward 
from Sahijana de Alava to attack the left. Tlie enemy, 
however, having weakened his Hno to strengthen his de- 
tachments in the hills, abandoned his position in the valley 
as soon as he saw our disposition to attack it, and com- 
tnencedhis retreat in good order towards Vittoria; and the 
allied troops continued to advance notwithstanding tlvc 
difficulty of the ground. 

In Uie mean time Heutcnant-gencral sir Thomas Gra- 
ham, who commanded the left of the army, consisting of 
the first and fifth divisions, and generals Pack and Brad- 
ford’s brigades of infantrj, and generals Bock and Anson's 
brigades of cavalry, moved forward on Vittoria, by the 
high road from that (own to Bilooa. Ho had besides with 
him the Spanish division under colonel Longa, and ge- 
neral Giron, who had been detached to the left under a 
different view of the stale of ofiairs, and had afterwards 
airiv ed on the SOth at Orduna, marched tliat morning from 
thence, so as to he in tlie field in readiness to support 
lieutenant-general sir T. Graliam, if Ids support Imd been 
required. 

Tlie enemy had a division of infantry and some cavalry 
ndinnccd on the great roadTrom Vittoria to Bilbqa, rest- 
ing their right on some strong heights covering the village 
offiamarra Jlnjor and Ahechuco were strongly occupied 
as tclrs-du-ponl to the bridge^ over the Zadora at llir^c 
places. Brigadicr-genertd Pack, with Id^ Porlugurve Irj- 
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gadt;, and general Longa, with ihc Spanish division, n'orc 
directed to turn and gain the heights, supported hy major- 
general Anson’s brigade of light dragoons, and the filth 
division of inlantry, under the command of major-genera! 
Oswald, who was desired to lake the command of all these 
troops. 

As soon as the heights were in onr j)osscssion, the vil- 
lage of Gamarra i\lnjor was most gallantly stormed and 
carried by brigadier-general l^obinson’s brigade of the 
fifth division. 'I’hc enemy suffered severely, and lost 
three pieces of cannon. At length the enemy retreated, 
and the wliolc of the allied army co-operated in the pur- 
suit, wiiich was continued by all till alter it was dark. 

The enemy turned to the road towards Pampcluna, but 
were unable to hold any position for a sufTicienl length of 
lime to allow their baggage to be drawn off. The whole, 
therefore, of the latter, which had not already been taken 
by the troops in their attack of the successive positions 
taken up by the enemy in their retreat from their first po- 
sition on Arunez and on the Zadora, and all their ammu- 
nition and baggage, and every tiling they had w'crc taken 
close to Vittoria. 

The army under Joseph Bonaparte consisted of the 
whole of the armies of the South and of the centre, and 
of four divisions, and all the cavalry of the army of Por- 
tuo-al, and some troops of the army of the North. General 
Foix’s division of the army of Portugal was in the neigh- 
bourhood of Bilboa, and general Clausel, who commands 
the army of the North was near Logrono with one divi- 
sion of the army of Portugal, commanded by General 
Topin, and General Vandermassen’s division of the army 
of the North. 

The killed and wounded on both sides were imueme*' 
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that of the allies is stated at seven hundred and fort^ oi- 
ficers and men, and mnet^^tlirec horses killed , and foui 
thousand oile hundred and seventy officers and men, and 
sixty-eight horses vtounded. The loss on the part ol the 
French could not be ascertained. 

Amid the croud of French fugitives king Joseph had 
a very narrow escape. He was soon recognized, and 
closely pursued by a detachment of cavalry led by the 
marquis of Worcester. Captain Wjudham, who was in 
the pursuit, fired two pistol shots at the carnage m which 
Joseph was seated , but the latter having succeeded in 
passing a mill dam, where the French had contrived to 
obstruct the pursuit, he mounted Ins horse, and escaped 
at full gallop, leaving all bis personal elTccts behind him, 
so much, indeed, were the Frencii concerned for their 
personal safety, that even General Jourdan escaped with 
the loss of his marsbaVs baton, whicli cajitain rrccmantle, 
who brought the marquis of Wellington's dispatches, was 
directed to present to the Pnnee Ilcgcnt in London. 

It appears, that if the French had made any attempt 
to save their baggage, ammunition, S^c. their whole army 
would probably Imvo been taken prisoners. They there* 
fore wisely abandoned cvci> thing which might iropetlo 
their progress , and this may account for tbcir loss in killed 
and prisoners not bearing a due proportion to the magni- 
tude of tlicir defeat 

By field-marshal the marquis of Wellington’s despatch, 
dated Ostiz,JuIy8, 1813, il appears Uni General llfma 
was still following the enemy, and had taken from him 
two pieces of cannon, and somo stores m Tudcla, with 
tlirto hundred prisoner. Lieutenant-General Clinton 
also look possession of five guns, which the enemy left «t 
Iiogrono, In the mean time the troops under the com- 
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mand of lieutenant-general Sir Rowland Hill kept tho 
blockade of Panipcluna, and moved through the motm* 
tains to Uic head of tho Bidassoa, tlio enemy having retired 
- into France on that side. 

On the 24th and 25lh of June, lieutenant-general Sir 
Thomas Graham hud actions until the enemy’s forces, o 
which he gave an account in a letter to field-marshal tho 
marquis of Wellington, dated from Tolosa, June 
Sir Thomas Graham says, it was so late on the 23ra. 
when he received orders to march by the Prierts S' 
Adrian to Villa Franca, and the weather and the road 
were so extremely bad, that but a small part of tho 
column could get over the mountain that day; and it was 
not till late on the 24th, that he could move from Segura 
on Villa Franca, with major-general A.nson’s brigade of 
light dragoons, the light battalions of the king’s German 
legion, and the two Portuguese brigades, the rest of tho 
troops not being yet come up. The rear of tho enemy’s 
column was then just passing on the great road from 
Villa Real to Villa Franca, and he occupied in consider- 
able force some very strong ground on the right of the 
great road, and of tho river Oria, in lrov»t of the village of 
Olaverria, and about a mile and a half from Villa Franca. 

Major-general Bradford’s brigade marched by Olaverria, 
and was employed to dislodge the enemy on the’ right, 
while the remainder of the troops advanced by tho 
chaussee, defended by tlio enemy’s tirailleurs oh tho 
heights, and a strong body at the village of Veassayn. 

As the enemy reinforced the troops on the left, it 
became necessary to push on by the chaussee, which 
was done by the light battalion under colonel Halk'ett, 
assisted and flanked by sOme companies of major- 
general Pack’^s Portuguese brigade ; and these brave 
— NO. 59. 2 V 
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troops drove the enemy from the village ol Veassajn. 
The enemy having troops ready, posted on the succes- 
sion of strong heights on each side of the deep t alley; 
at the bottom of which the road* runs, a considerable 
time became necessary to turn his flanks, during which 
he evacuated Villa Franca, without further dispute. 

The Portuguese troops on the right and left of the 
valley pushed on their advance to Ychasurido, and the 
troops assembled at Villa Franca. Here likewise the 
liead of general Giron's corps, and all colonel liOiiga’s, 
amved in the course of the evening. 

The next morning (the 25tli) the enemy evacuated Calc- 
quia: and as be had taken up a very strong position bo* 
tween that and Tolosa, covering the Pampeluna road, Iho 
Spanish corps of colonel Longa was marched by Alzo to* 
wards Lizarga, to turn lus left; wliilo Iicuicnaul*gcncrn( 
Mcndlzabcl was requested to dlspntcli some battalions 
from Aspejlia to turn his rigid, appeared on a higli moun- 
tain, with an inaccessible ravine in front. 

The Frcndi were driven from the summit of on impor- 
tant hill, lying between the Pampeluna and Vittoria roads, 
by a very skilful attack of lieutenant-colonel Williams, 
with two companies of the grenadiers of the 1st regiment, 
and three of the 4th cagadorcs belonging to general Pack’s 
brigade. This bill was immediately occupied by major, 
general Bradford's brigade, supported by the (hreo line 
battalions of the kin^s German legion. The rest of tin* 
d.iy was chiefly spent in skirmishing with the enemy's 
tirailleurs, to give time for tho Spanish corps urriving at 
the destination. 

A general allact began between six and seven in the 
-veniog. Two guns of captain Ilnmsn}'s troop, and two 
mne-pounders of captain Dubourdicu’s, umfer an 
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of captain Chilclcr’s trooj) of the 16th Hglit dragoons, and 
of Iho advance of colonel Halkctt’s light battalion, were 
brought rapidly forward on the chaussce, and fired with 
elfcct against several bodies of tlic enemy in the plain near 
tlie town ; while the column, consisting of the German 
light battalions, the brigade of guards, and a Spanish ’’di- 
\ision of general , Giron’s, continued to advance by the 
chaussce. Two Spanish battalions, and one Portuguese, 
forming a separate column on the left of the chaussce, 
passed quickly on the left of the town. General Bradford 
and the line battalions of the Germans driving in the cne- 
mv on their front, by the Pampcluna road, and colonel 
Longa from the side of the mountains still more on the 
right, turnviig and forcing, from very strong positions, all 
the posted bodies of the enemy on the right of the town. 

Still the French kept possession of the town, which 
was much more capable of defcnco than had been repre- 
sented. Tlic Vittoria gate was barricadoed, and also the 
Pampcluna gate on the bridge ; and botli were flanked by 
convents and other large buildings occupied by the ene- 
my, but the town was open in one part. A. nine-pounder 
was therefore brought up under cover of the fire of the 
light battalion, close to th‘c gate, which was burst open. 
By this time it had become dark, and it was impossible to 
distinguish the troops of the different nations engaged, 
which gave the enemy, who were flying from every point, 
an opportunity of escaping with much less loss than lie 
would have suffered, had there been day-light. Beside.'i 
the defences of the gates, this place had new towers tC' 
flank the exterior wall, and a strong wood block-house ir- 
the square, which evidently shews the importance the cn- 
my attached to its occupation. 




2y’2 Hl«TC>UY OV KAPOLCON BONAPARTE, 


C»p\tid&Uono{ Miranda. 

It wouid be unjust, sa^a sir Thomas Graham, to the 
troops employed in this assault, not to mention their os> 
cmpiary conduct when in possession ; there was noosecss 
committed. The German legion and colonel Longa’s 
^orps passed on, and formed immediately beyond, the 
own. 

The enemy,” says tJie marquis of Wellington, “ on 
iccing some of onr ships offDcha, ovacnalcd tlic town and 
fort of Quitaria on the 1st instant, nntl the garrison went, 
by sea, to St. Sebastian. This place is blockaded by a 
dctachmenl'of Spanish troops. They liave likewise evac- 
uated Ga.stro, aud the garrison have gone by sen to 
Sautona. 

“ In my former reports,” continues Ibo marquis, “ 1 
have made your lordship (carl Bathurst) acquainted with 
tlie progress of the army of reserve of Andalusia, under 
general tiio Oonde do Abisbol, to join the army, and he 
arrived at Burgos ontho25lh and SGthuUuno, (June.)” 

" When the enemy retired ocross the Ebro, previous 
'.o tile iiaUlo of Viltoria, they left a garrison of about se- 
en hundred men in tiie castfo of Poncorbo, by which they 
::ommandcd and rendered it impossible for us to use the 
great communication from Viltoria loBurgoss; I, there- 
fore, requested the Oondo do Abishal, onjiis martli to 
^Itrando, to make himself master of the town and (ovrer 
works, and to blockade Uio place as closely ns he could, 
’llic Conde dc Abisbal carried the town and lower fort by 
assault on thcSStli, and tlie garrison surrendered by copi- 
tulatioi). 'Jlie decision nnd dispatch with which Ibis p!.ic« 
has been subdued, says the noble marijuii, uro higldy cre- 
ditable to the Condo de Abisbal, and the oQlccrs and troops 
under his couiiuand. 
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Tho following- is nn extract of a letter IVom captain .sir 
Gcorg^c Collier to admiral lord Keith, dated from onboard 
the Survcillantc, off Gnitaria, .Tuly 1, 1813, relative to the 
taking of that place : — 

" 1 have the honour to report, that Gnitaria was evac- 
uated hy the enemy this morning (.Tuly 1,) at day-break, 
and soon afterwards occupied by a garrison under baron 
dc Mcuglana. The enemy appears to liavc been so press- 
ed by the appearance of tho shipping, after his determina- 
tion had been taken, that most of the cannon were left ser- 
viceable, and all his provisions, calculated for some months ; 
but it is with regret I mention, that about three o’clock 
P. wo witnessed a most aweful explosion ; which, by a 
refinement in cruelty, appears to have been intended to 
destroy all the poorer inhabitants at a blow. The maga- 
‘ zinc, containing nearly two hundred barrels of gunpowder, 
and dug in the solid rock connected with the mole, where 
the fishing-boats lay, had been prepared, and a lighted 
match left with it ; two casks of wine previously broached 
W'cre also left by the wall, offering a temptation to the 
lower orders of the inhabitants ; but this circumstance 
most providentially proved their great preservation. The 
Spanish commandant, on entering, observL j.thc confusion 
likely to ensue, ordered the inhabitants from the mole into 
the town, and while means were taken to force the door, 
tho explosion took place, and destroyed about twenty of 
the gai-nson and fishemen, as well as all the boats in or 
near the mole. 

“ I have the pleasure to acquaint your lordship, tliat 
the eastle, town, and port 'of Passages, were recovered 
yesterday from the enemy, and its garrison of one hundred 
and thirty-six men, cut off from St. Sebastian, were taken 
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by a part of the Spanish brigade of Longa, under the im- 
mediate order of Don Caspar, attached to sir Thomas 
Graham’s division The Spanish loss on tins occasion 
was very tnfTing ’ 

It now becomes our promcc to relate a circumstance 
of a different nature, namely, Iho raising of the siege of 
Tarragona by sir John Murray , and the marquis of W el- 
Imgton, in his dispatch, dated July 3, says, “I am con 
cemed to inform your lordship, (carl Bathurst,) that heu 
tenant general sir John Marray raised the siege ofTarra 
gona, 1 cannot say on wliatdaj, and embarked his troops 
A great proportion of the artillery and stores were left m 
the batteries It appeared, tint roarslnl Suchet, with a 
considerable body of troops, bad arrived from Valencia by 
Tortosa, and general Maurice Mathico, with another 
corps, from the neighbourhood of Barcelona, for the pur- 
pose of impeding sir Jolm Murray’s operations, wliicli ho 
did not think himself sufficiently strong to continue I 
have not yet received from sir Jolm Jlurray the detailed 
account of these transactions, lieutenant general lord 
William Bcntuick,Iiowc\cr, who bad joined nud had taken 
tlic command of lUo army at the Col dc Balaguer, on tlu 
17lh (of June,) had brought it back to Alicnnt, where ho 
arrived himself on tlic 23rd, and was proceeding to carry 
into execution my instrirctions —When mirslnl Suchet 
marched into Catalonia, the duke dclPnrquc had mlronc- 
ed, and established his Iicad quarters at Son Tclijie do 
Xaliva, and his troops on the Xncar, where he still was 
on the 2 1th 

Allliough tlic marquis of Wellington had not recrived 
nny mlclligcnro from sw John Murray ol the time of wn* 
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the Above, Yot Ills lordship did receive u letter from 
him on the .snuie day, of vvhich the lolhnvjng- in a copy : — 

Jlis jlfajn^h/s Ship I^fnUa, June 1-1, 1819. 

” I\Iv Loitn, 

. " Admiral ilullowoll has just decided on .sending a ship 
to Ali..ant, and 1 have, merely time to state, to your lord- 
-sliip, and I do it Nvilh regret, that 1 have been tinder the 
necessity of raising the siege ofTarragonn, and embarking 
the army underlay command. In my private letter of tlio 
7<Ji instant, I mentioned to your lordship, the reports of 
the assemblage of the French forces at Barcelona, and 
tliat mar.*^!!^ Suchet was likewise in march from Valencia : 
and staled it as my opinion, that should these rcjiorts be 
confirmed, the object your lordship had in view could not 
bo accompli.shed. Unforttmalcly’ these rumours jirovcd 
true, and reluctantly I resolved upon raising the siege and 
embarking the army, as the only means of avoiding a ge- 
neral action, which must have been fought under every 
disadvantage. I cannot at this moment refer to dates, 
but it is suflicient for the )>vcscnt to state, that the French 
force at Barcelona was never rated to me at less tlian 
eight thousand, and that previous to their march it -would 
amount to ten thousand, with fourteen pieces of artillery. 

I have, however, no account that it ever exceeded eight, 
and that is the number on which my calculation was form- 
ed. This force upon the evening of the 9fli, or morning 
of the 10th, marched out from Barcelona, and entcrci 
Villa Franca, at four o'clock in the evening of the 11th, 
from whence it was reported to me to march at twelve 
o’clock at night for VendreJIs, distant only cightcni nr 
twenty miles from Tarragona by the great road, and -a 
miles further by another road, by which cannon enn crJy 
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pass. On the OtU or lOlli tlie arrival of maralial Suebet 
at Valencia was made known to me. Ins exact force was 
perfectly ascertained, but from the intelligence received 
from Valencia, be marched from thence with nine thousand 
men, and certainly m tin, rear of that place had (be power 
of drawing great reiiiforccnoents to lus army. 

To these corps must be added, a bod) of one thou- 
sand men, which had previously arrived at Tortosa; and 
anoUier corps, independent of the gamson, of two thou- 
sand five hundred men, who hod amved at Lcrida. TIicsc 
corps, which I am sure I do not exaggerate, amount to 
twenty thousand five hundred men, with which, m four or 
fiv 0 days, marshal Suchet could attack the allied arm), if 
lie thought proper ; or avoid on action, if he wisl ^d still 
more to reinforce lus army. Your lordship, on other 
hand, will observe, that I could scarce!) bnog fu the 
field twelve thousand men, and that tho army of Catafunia 
was stated to me at eight thousand five hundred, making, 
twenty lIiQusand five hundred, of wliicli two British and 
two Spanish divisions were nl the Col dc Balagucr, and 
could not bo withdrawn ; and I could not leave less than 
two tliousand five hundred to cover the nrliilcr) and stores, 
and to contain the garrison of Tarragona, llio two 
corps, at least, would amount to upwards of four Uiou- 
band five hundred men, leaving me sixteen Thousand men 
to meet the best French troops m Spam, amounting to 
upwards of twenty thousand men. 

** I am sure there is nobody more willing to give full 
credit to the gallantry of the Spnmsli troops tlim I am, 
but your lordship well knows Uml they arc unnhle to 
move, and I could not therefore depend upon the execu- 
tion of any order which ticccssmly obliged tJicni to nuke 
a mo>ctncnl, and of troops of tins description 1 Lad nl uol 
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tlriitecn thousand men: unless, therefore; I could place 
them in position, -which, as the French had tlie option ol 
fighting- when and where they pleased, it was impossible 1 
could place any reliance upon them, — My British and 
German troops amounted only to four thousand five hum 
dred. Perhaps your lordship may he of opinion, that un 
der these circumstances, I oug-htto have risked an aclion 
had no other unfavourable objections existed ; but when 
your lordship is informed, tliat I had no possibility of rC' 
treat, if unsuccessful, — tliat there would have been no 
hopes of embarkation, if followed,— and that the army 
must have been unavoidably lost, if beat, — I venture to 
hope that your lordship will think, however much it is to 
be regretted, tlmt 1 have adopted the only means of main- 
taining entire, or indeed of saving, an army on which so 
much depends. I feel the greater confidence in this hope, 
on reverting to the thirteenth paragraph of your lordship’s 
general instructions for the conduct of the campaign. 

I am fully aware there are many circumstances which 
may require further information, and upon all parts I shall 
be happy to give every explanation in my power. Youi 
.lordship perhaps may be of opinion, that the place should 
have been ^taken ; but it was far too strong to storm: I 
.believe it not only to have been impossible, but that we 
should not have taken it in eight or ten days : my only 
regret is, that I continued the siege so long. Induced by 
the hopes of the reinforcements I expected, I continued it 
to the last moment, and fortunately the weather pro-ving 
favourable, the troops were embarked without molesta-' 
tion. On this favourable circumstance I could not de- 
pend for another day, and therefore, having taken my post, 

I immediately put it in executionj and I regret to say, 
that I was, in c.onsequence, obliged to leave the guns iti 
voIj. III.— no. 59. Q, 


298 HISTORY OF NAPOMON BOKAPARTE, 


Siege of Tarragons raised. 

the most advanced batteries. Had I remained another 
day, they might have been brought off; but this risk I 
would not run, when tlie existence of the army was at 
stake, not only from unfavourable weather, but from the 
apptjarance of an enemy, in whose presence I could not 
have embarked perhaps at all, certainly not without suffer- 
ing a great loss, and without the possibility of deriving any 
advantage. 

“ I have only further at this time to add, should blame 
be attached to the failure of the expedition, no share of it 
can fall on admiral Hallowcll, wlio conducted the naval 
branch of it. From that distinguished ofliccr I have mc‘ 
with every assistance and co-operation in his power: and 
1 think it only justice to him to state, that it was Ins opi- 
nion that the cannon in the batteries might have been saved 
by remaining till the night, and that they then could have 
been brought off. This, however, was a risk I did not 
wish to run for so trifling an object, and preferred losing 
them to the chance of the embarkation being opposed, and 
of an eventuid much more serious loss. 

“ I have tlio honour to be, Sec. 

(Signed) ** J. Muhhay, Lieut. Geo.’' 
Tottie Marquis of Welliucton, K.G.&c. 

As lieutenant-general sir John Murray’s conduct before 
Tarragona excited considerable interest in the mmda of 
tlie public, and became investigated by a court-martial, wc 
deem it necessary to insert captain Adam’s letter relative 
to tlie naval operations, especially as sir John himseffsays, 
that DO simro of blame could fall on ailraiml Hallowell, 
who conducted the naval department of it 
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tlie most advanced batteries. Had I remained anoUier 
day, they might have been brought off; but this risk I 
would not run, when the existence of the army was at 
stali£, not only from unfavourable weather, but from the 
appvarance of an enemy, in whose presence I could not 
ha\ e embarked perhaps at all, certainly not without suffer- 
ing a great loss, and without the possibility of deriving any 
advantage. 

“ I have only further at this time to add, should blame 
be attached to the (ailutc of the expedition, no share of it 
can fall on admiral HallowcH, who conducted the na\a! 
branch of it. From that distinguished odiccr I have me* 
with every assistance and co-operation in his power: and 
1 think it only justice to him to state, that it was bis opi- 
nion that the cannon in the batteries might lm^ e been saved 
by remaining tit! tiic night, and that they then could have 
been brought off. This, however, wn? n risk I did not 
wish to run for so trilling nn object, and preferred losing 
them to tiio chance of the embarkation being opposed, and 
of an oventwa! much more serious loss. 

** I have the honour to be, Ecc. 

(Signed) ** J. Murtiay, Lieut. Gen." 
ToUjc Marquis of WcnuncTON, IC.G.Ecc. 

As lieutenant-general sir John Slurray's conduct Lcforc 
Tarragona excited considerable interest in tlie minds of 
Ujo public, and became iuvcstigaled by a court-martial, we 
deem it necessary to insert captain Adam’s letter relalisc 
to Uic naval operations, especially as sir John hiroselfsajs, 
that no share of blame could fall on admiral HalioTrcll, 
who conducted the naval department of it. 
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Copj^ of a Letter from Captain Adam, of hh I\Tajcsff!; 

Ship the Jnx'incildr, transmitted hi/ Hear Admiral 

Tlalloitcll to J, fV. Crohrr, Esg. 

" Jlis Hlajesti/'s Ship Invincible, off the. 
*' Sir, Col de Balagncr, Jiine.8, 1810. 

“ In pursuntico ofyour (lircclion.s to take the .ships and 
vc.ssel.s, «amc<l in Ihc margin,* under my ordcr.s, and co- 
operate ^vith licnlenant-colonel Provost in the siege ofllic 
ibrl of Col dc Balagncr, I have tin; Iiononr to inform yon, 
tliat the troops -were landed about noon of the 9d instant, 
nnd the licutonnnl-colonel immediately inve.stcd the fort, 
tim rinemen of Dc lloll’s regiment, and other light troops, 
being pushed close up to the ^valls. 

“ The (orl is situated in a most dinie.ult'pass, through 
which the high road from Tortosa to 'I’arragona winds, and 
it is absolutely the key oftheonly road for cannon into tin's 
province, from the \Yc.st\vard, without going round by Lc- 
rida. Ills armed with twelve pieces of ordnance, includ- 
ing two ten-inch mortar.s, |and two howitzers ; nnd tJjc 
surrounding heights arc .so dilTicult of access, that it has 
been a work of the greatest labour to establish the ncccs • 
sary batteries before it. 

“ Tnvo six-pounder field-pieces and a howitzer were 
landed on the evening of the 3rd instant, dragged up, and 
placed on the ridge of a steep and rugged mountain, to 
the S. E. of the fort; two tw'clvc-poundcrs were added to 
the former by noon of the next day. The whole remained 
under the command of lieutenant Corbyn, first of the In- 
vincible, having under his orders a detachment of midship- 
men and seamen from this ship, and a most excellent fir- 


* Thames, Volcano, Strombolo, Brune, and eight gun- 
boats. 
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ing ^yas ke^)t up from tbciQ. wbich considerably damaged 
the defences of the fort, and checked its fire upon our 
working parties. 

*' Intb© mean lime tlwco Spanish twenty-four poun- 
ders were landed, and two more guns, of the same calibre, 
from this ship, to be got up by the high road to the foot 
of a very sleep height, on the crest of which tlie breach- 
ing-battcry was to be constructed, at about five hundred 
yards from the eastern face of the fort. 

“ In the afternoon of the 4U\ instant the fort was sum- 
moned to surrender ; and tho commander answered, that 
lie should defend tho place committed to his charge. 

During the night of (he 4th, every exertion was used 
to bring tbo guns up the h*iU, and to complete the breacli- 
ing’battciy ; but as U could be completed by dny-liglit, the 
men were witlidrawn. 

“ Tlie seamen and marines were landed early in the 
afternoon ofthcClb, and carried up Ibc stores for the bat* 
Icrj', under a brisk fire of shot and shells from the fort. ‘U 

** 'Hie three Spamib twenty-four pounders, notwith- 
standing their immense size and weight, were conveyed op 
to the side ofiljo hill, o\crtho most rugged ground, by 
the united exertions of the soldiers, seamen, tfnd marines, 
under the immediate directions of captain Carroll, of th« 
Volcano. The two cigbt-ineb mortars weie brought ns 
far along tbo road ns was praclicnblc before dark ; an.! 
llic iron twenty-four pounders were conicjed f» the fool 
of Ibe bill ns soon as it was dark. 

*' 'Die work of the ballrry advanced raptdh, «Jlh»ogh 
it was necessary f fill all the sand-bags at the bottom of 
the bill, and I was in confident expectation that the bat- 
tery would be open Soon after das-hgll; but bv ten 
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o’clock the rain fell in torrents, attended by the most vio 
lent thunder and lightning' I almost ever %vitnc5scd. 

" Tlic quantity ol ammunition which had been brougfit 
up for the battery, being in an exposed situation, made it 
the more nwcful, and the enemy kept up an incessant fire 
of shells and grape-.shot. 

In defiance of all these obstacles, two of llic guns 
were got high enough to mount on the platforms, but all 
our exertion ayivs unequal to place them there, owing to 
the violence of the rain, and the excessive didicultv of 
working in the extreme darkness of the night. From the 
same reason too, the mortars could not be brought for- 
ward, and after a night of the most excessive labour, we 
had the mortification of being again obliged to retire; the 
officers and men being quite worn out. 

The weather continued very bad until the aflcrnoon 
of Uic 6th instant, when a party was landed, and the mor- 
tars were got forward ; before day-light the seamen and 
marines were on the pile, and all the guns were placed on 
the battery ready for mounting. The two mortars opened 
soon after day-liglit, and the shells were tlirown with 
great precision, by lieutenant James, of the royal marine 
artillery, landed from the Slromholo, who worked the 
mortars with his party ; and the fire from lieutenant Cor- 
byn s battery was resumed with excellent effect. Tliis 
united force made very considerable impression on the 
fort; an expensive magazine was blown up, and the ene- 
my’s fire was very much slackened. 

“ At seven o’clock, just before the brcaohing-batlery 
was ready to open, a white flag was shewn from the fbrf. 
Captain Stoddart, of the Strombolo, and captain Zehup- 
fenning, wore immediately sent to the fort ; and the latter 
returned in a few minutes with an offer from the com* 
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maudant, to surrender the fort and garrison upon condi' 
tions of marching out mlli tlie officers andmen prcsciaing 
their private property. 

** This was immediately acceded to by lieutenant-colo- 
nel Prevost and myself: tho fort was taken possession of 
by the advance of tho troops. The garrison marched out, 
grounded their arms on tho glacis, and were immediately 
embarked. 

** 1 have great satisfactioi) in staling, that during this 
service, which has so much depended upon tho united ex- 
ertion of the army and navy ; the most perfect cordiality 
has existed among all ranks ; and have met, in lieutenant- 
colonel Frevost, alt that openness of communication nnd 
confidence wbicli an acquaintance willi the character of 
this excellent officer gave me reason to expect. 

** In an operation where Uio laborious cxerlloos of t!io 
captain, officers, seamen, and marines, under my orders, 
have been most conspicuous, 1 hope I shall bo excused 
for having gone so much into detail ; hut it is my duly, and 
a most agreeable one, to bring under jour view the 
praisc-vortliy conduct of all ranks and descriptions. I 
must particularly draw your attention to tlie zeal and uc*- 
tivily displayed by that voluablo officer, captain Carroll, 
of Uio Vclcano ; his conduct was the ndraimlion of etfry 
body, and he was obly supported by lieutenant Pidgely, of 
tho Invincible, nnd tlic other officers, seamen, and ma- 
rines under hLs direction. From tho explosion ofn shrll 
near him, the night before, captain Canvll was obliged to 
suspend his servdee until the morning of ihcTlh, (hut lam 
happy to slate he has perfectly recovered) and captain 
Slodnan^ of Cue Slromholo, succeeded liim la the direction 
of gelling up the guns, Jcc.for thn breaebing-battery, and 
deicrves every credit for Ws active services* I all* 
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much obliged to captain Badcock, of the Bruno, for the 
assistance he afforded nu', &c. 

** I have enclosed you a list of the garrison of the fori, 
consisting of lv .'0 lieutenants, a surgeon, and gardonagazin, 
sixteen Italian artillcryinen, and tl)irty-eight non-com- 
missioned ofllccrs and soldiers of the eleventh French re- 
giment of the line, of whom two wore killed and eleven 
wounded. 

“ During the siege of the fort, the gvm-boate were 
stationed in Ampula Bay, to obscive the road from Tor- 
tosa, as wo had constant reports of the enemy being in 

motion from that quarter. 

“ 1 have the honour to be, 

“ CuAtiLr.s Adam, Captain.” 

As we have said above, the affair belorc Tarragona, 
under the conduct of sir John Murray, excited considera- 
ble emotion in the minds of the English, we deem it neces- 
sary, that the publie may be in possc-ssion of both sides of 
tlie question, to insert the French account of the circum- 
stances which look place in that part of the Peninsula 
from die landing of lieutenant-general sir John Murray 
which we shall give in a translation from the duke of Al- 
bufera’s bulletin 

Valencia, June 3, 1813. 

“ I HAVE just Ibis moment (4 p. m.) received a letter 
ftom the governor of Tortosa, dated June 3, three quar- 
ters past nine o’clock a. m. of which the following is a 
copy : 

‘ Monseigneur. — ^The enemy's fleet \vas yesterday in 
sight before Tarragona at five o’clock ; it consists of about 
one hundred and eighty sail ; it appears to steer in the di- 
rection ofVillanova de Sitges. 
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'* In tins state of thtngs I have determined (o march 
with SIX hundred infantry, and eight hundred horse, into 
Ijower Catalonia, jn order to rally the troops ofg-eneraJ 
Decaen, and, if U is possible, to endeavour to fight the 
Cnglisli. 

(Signed) "Slarshaltho Dukcof ALBurEiiA.” 

To the Minister at War. 

JCxlract of a Letter from the snme to the same* 

*' Tortosa, J une 21 , G o. m. 

** Monsieur Ijc Due. — I informed jour excellency of 
the embarkation of.the Anglo-Sihcian arm} nt Ahcant, of 
its departure from tliat place on the 2l8t of May, and of 
Its rapid arrival, on llie 2d of June, under Tarragom 
T!io army lauded during (he night, hastened to invest Torf 
St. Philippe, 08 the Col dc Balagucr, ond the inclosurr, 
without a fosse, which at present constitutes the defence 
ot Tarragona, llie forts ond extensive fortifications hating 
been razed. A fire from several boUenes began on the 
8d; danng five dajs Balagucr held out, made on honour- 
able resistance, and killed or mounded of the enemy more 
than three hundred men. On the morning of (he 7th, (be 
explosion ol a powder magazine caused (ho surrender of 
Fort St. Philippe. 

“ Tlio enemy, by a Srokept up from the sen and land, 
attacked Tarragona, At the departure of the Anijla 
Sihclnn army, llio duke del Parijuchad arrive J fri m Cir»* 
hui, to replace general Marniy m his camp at raitWta , 
niio, with the second Spanish corps, was cKr»e upon our 
posts. 

As soon as I was informed that the enemy had sm/eif 
from Ahcant, I made dupositions upon the eoait of N a* 
Icncia, to receive prompt loformation, wluUt I chargeil pe- 
neral Dcca*n to collect (roops to Ciflupott tho Pojjhih 
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He eagerly cxcculcd that disposition, and on the (k-st in- 
formation detached frotn Gorona, Bennnann’s brigade 
upon Barcelona, where he arrived the lOllj of June. On 
the 2d of June I liad dispatched from berore the Xucar, 
Mnsnic’s division, and the brigades of Pannetier and Ar- 
gremont; they proceeded by (breed marches towards 
Tortosa. I learned, at ten leagues from Valencia, that 
the fort’of Balagucr had capitulated. 1 lust the only can- 
non-road by which 1 could act; but it was of importunce 
to stop the enemy’s success, and, on the lOlh, I proceeded 
to Tortosa; T learned,— the head of my column overthrew 
the English dragoons near Pcrello ; on the llth ray 
troops arrived ; I pushed forward on the 12lh upon tho 
Tarragona road ; and not being able to act on the high 
road, I determined to seek a bye-road across impractica- 
ble mountains, in order to announce my arrival to the 
brave garrison of Tarragonaj which refused nil summonses, 
and defended itself with high valour. Xn short, on tlio 
I2th I lighted fires on the mountains, and advancing on 
the 13th beyond the village of Vullcdcllos, my troops could 
see and be seen from Tarragona. 

“ In the mean time, general Maurice Malhicu set out 
from Barcelona, and pushed forward to Arbos. The re- 
sistance of the place, and the march of columns from Bar- 
celona and Valencia, frightened the enemy, and obliged 
him precipitately to raise the sige, and re-embark the 
greater part of his troops ; abandoning under the place 
twenty-seven pieces of artillery, and an immense number 
of bombs, bullets, &c. all of which have been conveyed 
into Tarragona. The convoy of one hundred and eighty 
sail left the shore of Saleu, and came to anchor under Ba.- 
laguer : tliis mass of vessels presented a fine spectacle. 
On the 14, I advanced my troops to reconnoitre the hrt . 
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some baltaliOBS defended tlic approaches to it, and Ihc fire 
of tJic fleet was more hot than murdcreus upon us. Near 
Valledellos the Eni^Iish dragoons were roughly Itaridlcd by 
the Westphalian light horse; and the 5tli light infintrv 
obliged fi\e English battalions to fall back under Hospi- 
talct, and the fire of the English slaps, 

“ On the 15lh and 16tb, there trcrc slight skirniishcli, 
and the report of twcnt\-fi\o deserters protcd to me (hat 
the cnem), cither cotered by the fort of Balagucr, or em- 
barked, tycre placed out of the reach of ant attempt on 
the part of a land army . 

“ Whilst 1 was acting m Catalonn, I had left general 
Hanspc wltlithc 2nd and Ord dnisions before the Xticar. 
On leaving him, I directed he should draw m his ml\oncod 
posts, and establish himself in works, prepart d for some 
time, bcl md the ri'cr: llnsnl 0 ^cmcnt^\as being r^cciitcd 
with precision, when, on the lltb, general Eho, with a an- 
raerotis cotalry, attempted to press on our ^c‘\^gua^d. 
General iMcsclop, who connmiultd it, turned, and at the 
head of a 'ijuadrou of the fourth hussars, Mgorou‘»ly 
charged the rnuny, killed or wounded fifty men, and 
brought hack 'i\(\ hor«:fs, mid ns mrny prisoners 'I he 
Irish colonel Oroi an was of the number. 

On llio IftUi, in the rtionung, a doutde attack was made 
on the points of All cretpie ond Alum, pctiend Ilnn^pe 
suslamril in n grial part of the day, the enmy’s dein^a- 
strntion< , a brisk cniiuonede took place, but the cucny 
refused to engage, 'llie duke dell’nrque, oUhlJc 
sions of tJie pnner d’Aii.;lo«n> nnd of the rrgh’»b lli f I » , 
uttacktd in two colninn^, gcneml llnbeit, I rfotr C trrut- 
elite; who did not hr'ilate tonarcb I ifrtr»-r y 

at the bend of a fqundron of tl r fourth regii mt « t I ' 
ytur, aid the wlotr of (be fiurteenthand »i\tt<'ri'?j <1 
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line ^ lie reached, and broke tiic czicniv, in the .‘•Irccls and 
garden of Carcaxcule 5 more Ilian lour hundred Spjuiiards 
were killed or ^voundcd, seven hundred soldiers, and thirty 
ofiiccrs made prisoners, the colours of the Carmona regi- 
ment taken, and the enemy pul completely to rout. From 
tlmt lime up to Ihe 18th the enemy had undertaken no- 
thing serious against the troops of Valencia, 

The expeditionary licet continues at anchor olT Ba- 
laguer, keeping battalions near Hospitalet and under the 
fort. My troops being acting in deserts, I decided u])on 
bringing them towards Corapollc, upon the Tarragona 
road, to pi*ocurc them water, of which we had been de- 
prived for two days, where I have been informed, that ge- 
neral Mathicu, informed of the raising of the siege of Tar- 
ragona, had advanced to that town and to Reus. 1 liow- 
cver persisted in prolonging my stay in Catalonia, in order 
to unravel the enemy’s projects, when yesterday I learned 
that the English had resolved to blow up the fort of Bala- 
guer; this resolution, which entirely entered into my pro- 
jects, proves to me that the enemy will not renew his at- 
tacks upon Tarragona, nor seriously act in Catalonia, 
which sufficiently informs me of what remains to be done. 

“ Thus, M. Ic Due. the first operation of the English, 
upon a line of eighty leagues, has been confined to the 
taking of a fort, and a garrison of eiglity-thrce soldiers, 
.commanded by a lieutenant, whilst .they have lost in killed, 
wounded, prisoners, or deserters, upon the Xucar, or at 
Tarragona, above one thousand six hundred and sixty 
men, and a flag : ^vhilst they have raised the siege, and 
abairdon.ed twenty-seven pieces of cannon, before a dis- 
mantled place without fosses, but defended by a small, but 
a very valiant garrison,” 


2 u 2 
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JHcre follows recommendations of different oCQcers and 
corps wito distinguished themselves. 

From the same to the same. 

Valencia f June 25, 1813. 

“ M. Ic Due.— -By my report of the 21st, Ilnfonned 
your Excellency of the precipitate raising of the siege ot 
Tarragona by the English, and their rc-crabarkalion ; the 
necessity of following the movement of the fleet, has 
forced me to sacrifice tlio pleasure 1 should have had in 
congratulating the governor, Bartolctli, and hU brave giir- 
rison, upon his fine and vigorous deftnee; by going to 
Tarragona I should have lost six doj**, whilst so soon as 
I received a report from general Mathicu, from Ileus, and 
two letters from general BarlolclH, 1 only thought of re- 
turning to Valencia, to prevent the Englisli from nntlcipat* 
ing me. 

TIio’loss of the English at Tarrogona has been Im- 
mense 5 thirty pieces of heavy calibre mortars, fire-ships, 
bombs, magazines of rum, saU-ment, &C. have been dch» 
\orcd to the flames; but the enemy suffered still more 
considerable losses on the night betw ecn the 20 and 2\st ; 
signals, firing of cannon, announced that Uie immense con- 
voy had decided to quit the coast of Catalonia. At day- 
break ten large vessels wein seen off the mouths of the 
Ebro, eighteen brigs or large ships liad grounded «pon 
the sands at llio moutli of the river. Vour Ilscclieney 
will be able to judge of it by tbe reports of the chef drs 
gardes de Ja Sante, which I have the honour to enclo-K’. 
As .soon as I was infunnwl ofil, I onlercd assUlance tti !'<" 
given to iliovc vessels, but tlie great dlflicully m arrisieg 
prevented their reaching them. Several ships, dclatlifJ 
frtjm the grand convoy, returned; they soeceededin sav- 
ing the greater part of the troop* and ixuosport*. It »p 





AND WARS OF EUROPE. 


30.9 


Snchct’s account of Tnrrngona. 

pcai*3 thu cacmy lost but five ships, which in general were 
nbaniloncd. 

“ As soon as I was inforincd the enemy had sailed for 
tlic const of Valencia, I pul Mnsnier’s division and Argrc- 
menfs brigade in march: by an ctVort worthy of praise, 
they have marched (iflccn leagues a day, amlnlious of an- 
ticipating the enemy's (leet at every point. All the decla- 
rations of the captures, whose vessel grounded, stale the 
enemy was to have disembarked at Castellan dc la Plana, 
to have separated me from the forces which 1 had left tipon 
the Xucar. Tlic astonishing rapidity of the march of our 
troops, and the violence of the winds, have not allowed 
the enemy to evacuate his projects ; lie remained three 
hours in sight of Castellan, the 22nd ; and on the same 
day I arrived therewith four thousand men, eight hundred 
horse, and six pieces of light artillery. The fleet, beaten 
by contrary winds, appeared before the Gras de Valence ; 
a frigate was detached to take possession of liic small 
privateer, the Dotcrmincc. She was close in shore, and 
grounded before Murviedro. General Roucllc proceed- 
ed with two . companies of grenadiers, and two pieces of 
cannon, to her assistance. A lively musketry fire took 
place the enemy launched several boats filled Avith troops ; 
they attempted to repulse our people, but were so well re- 
ceived, that they retired with considerable loss. 

[The remainder of the dispatch states, that the eflbrts of 
the English to again rc-kindlc the Avar in Catalonia, have 
foiled.] 

(Signed) The Duke of AnBurEHA.” 

Such are the accounts Avhich have been given of the 
affair before Tarragona, both by Sir John Murray himself, 
and by marshal Suchet, duke of Albufcra; and avc con- 
fess, that, in the whole range of official dispatches Avhich 
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It has been our fortune to peruse, wc do not recollect ou) 
CO barren as that of sir John Murray * lDtliat,Jio\vc\cr, 
of marshal 5uclict the circumstances arc roiautely dctacl 
ed, and ihongbthcy appear to be of a trifling; nature, )ct 
trifling ns they arc, llio gallant resistance of (he duque del 
Parque rendered them \ciy difltcuU ofattninmcnl Lord 
William Bcnlinck appears to hate been dissatisfied with 
the raising of the Biego ot Tarragona, and therefore left 
Sicily and landed at AUcant toward” the close of June 
when he took the command of tlit Anglo Silician army 
from sir John Murray, and headed the forces hirasclf 
By a dispatch from field marshal the roarqms of 1 
hngton, dated Zubicta, July 10, IS18, it uppearv, th it nl 
thougli the enemy had tfi ithdrawn tlicir right and left quite 
jflto France, they still maintained their centre in the vollry 
ofButan, of which, by reason of lU richness nnd the 
strong position it aflbrds, they appeared determined to 
kctp possession, and had osscmhlf^ llierc three di\wons 
of the urmy of the South, under (ho command of general 
Gazan Lieutenant general sir Kowland Ififl, howocr, 
Inrjng been relieved from the blockade of PumpiUiin, 


• It may not be improper to obsciae, that the ortilltrj 
left by lieutenant gci eral Murray at rarragona were the 
jtUnlicnl tram with which lord \^ tUii gton rwluectl Badjjor 
'Hicy were sent back to thcTi^u* after the capltin of Ibdj 
jo 2 ,and wore there craharlcd for Alicant, from 
they were taken with the expedition umUr the coinman 1 of 
sir John Murray, being placetl under d c dirrcinii of a dii 
lingmshed ofliccr of artilftry, wholiadl»eru trd f>r h* 
inentonous services ot Bada^ot tram wai * ijj 1 

wall three bun Ircd round* lo each gun , ai ! il «3» aslen-l 
ed h> one romj my of Bntid»,WMl d rre » f rtugxi^rv »r 
tillvrymeii, in immbei at (cast erglit hui dad 
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tUsloilgod them frtmi all tlioij' positioui^, on the 4(h, 5th, 
and 7th of.Tuly, ^vith two brigades of llritish, and one of 
Porlugnose inCantry oT the, i?nd division, nnder the coin- 
JD-and of lientcnnnt-general the hononrahle W. Stov.'ari, 
and with one i>rigado of Fortugncse inrn\itry, ol’tlic Oon- 
de d’ Amarnnte’s division, nnder tiie eonnuMid of tiu; Con- 
do in person. I'he last post whieh the enemy fieeupied in 
the Puente do Maja, between that village and Urdax, 
was remarkably strong; and the log v, ,is so thie.h in the 
afternoon, that it was imi>ossible for the troops to advanec 
beyond tlic point nt which thev found themselves wiien it, 
came on. The enemy, however, had been pnshod so vi- 
goron.sly up to that point, that they were obligcvl to aban- 
don their post in the niglil, atid retire into Franco. 

By a further dispatch iVojn the noble marcpiijs, dated 
Lezaca, .Tnly 19, it appears, that a battery of four guns 
opened upon the 14th, against a fortified convent, which 
was strongly occupied by the enemy In front of St. »Scbas- 
tian; and, on the morning of the 17th, this post, and 
another strong work whieh joined it, wore carried by as- 
sault. 3 \yo columns, commanded by generals 0.swald 
and Hay, were employed upon this service; they were 
composed chiefly of Portuguese troops, supported by the 
8th regiment. 

General Ivlina having been joined near Saragossa by 
general Duran, they attacked general Paris upon Iho 
8th of July. In the night of the 9th, the enemy retreated 
towards Jaca, leaving a garrison in a redoubt, which ge- 
neral Duran was ordered to attack, while general 3iina 
and Don Julian pursued the enemy’s column. They had 
taken many prisoners and much baggage ; and upon the 
11 th they captured a convoy. 
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Marshal Suchct evacuated Valencia on the 5tli o( 
July, tho garrison of Segorbe was withdrawn, and 
general ScNcroli had blown up the fort » ' Alcaniz, and 
marched upon Alequincnza. 

Saragossa surrendered by capitulation to general Mina 
on the 30th of July. The garrison consisted of five bun* 
dred men, who were of course taken pnsoncrs^with forty- 
seven pieces of cannon, and a vast quantity of ammuni- 
tion, arms, cloatlung, 

As the following dispatch from the marquis of Welling- 
ton dated San Eatevau, August 1, 1813, will better ex- 
plain the operations of the allied army, tinder the com- 
mand of his lordship, before San Sebastian, than anj oUicr 
account we con collect, wo shall gne il entire, with tlio 
exception ol tlic praises bestowed on the officers, Svu 
“ M\ Lo«d, 

*• Two practicable breaches, having been effteted ol 
Sun Sebastnn on 0ic24lh of July, orders were given tint 
they should be tUlackcd on the morning of tht 25th I am 
concerned to have lo report that this attempt to obtain 
po'»^icssion of the phcc filled, uud that our loss was 
vtry con'ideruWc. 

Mar-^lnl Soull Ind been appointed J^teutemnf tfe f i7f i* 
pfrewr and commindcriu chitf of the rrench nnmrs m 
bpimmid the soolhem provincr^ of Tniice, by n Durrt 
Imperial on tbc 1st of July, nud be joined and took tl*' 
coinii-ml ol (111- iirm> on llic ISlIi of Jolt, .li'f'* 

1 rtn joined nnul) idimil llic mini, time l>) (I er< 

Ind leciun h[nin under llic ronininid orfeoerjl CVjneel. 
and 111 Ollier reinforcri lent' nue called the amt ( fh] am, 
and re fomied lato iiiiir dmrie li" ^ nthinlrr, fonao,, ih 
ti„hl. ceidre, mid left, older tie ctirna.d if crreral 
HeilU, Conte d I’rloii and (.crcral < Uiuel, ai I eulrrjil 
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poueraU-, nnci u reserve under general \'illalte ; and two 
divisions of dragoons and one of light eavalry, the two 
former under the command of generals 'JVeillnrd and 'I'ility 
and the latter under the command of gcuorul Pierre Soult. 
"Plierc was besides allnlte<l to the army a large propor- 
tion of artillery, and a considerable number of gnus had 
already joined. 

“ The allied army was posted, as 1 have already in- 
formed your lordship, in the passes of tin; mountains. 
Major-general IJyng’s brigade of pritish infantry, and ge- 
neral Murillo's division of Spanish infantry, were on the. 
right in the pass of Jloneesvalles. Lieutenant-general 
sir Lowry Cole was p()Sted at Viscarret, to support those, 
troops 1 and lieutenant-general sir 'i'homas Picton, with 
the third division, at 01a<jue in reservr-. 

“ Lieutenant-general sir Tlowland Hill occupied the 
valley ofBastau with the remainder of the second divi.sion, 
ami the Portuguese, division, under the Comic dc Ama- 
raulc, detaching general Campbell’s Portuguese brigade 
to Los Alduides, within the French territory. — 7'hc liglit 
ami seventh divisions occupied the lieighls of Santa Bar- 
bara, and the town of Veva, and the Puerto dc Lchalar, 
and kept the conumiuicalion with the valley of Bastan; 
and the .sixth division was in reserve at San Estevan. 
General Longa’s division kept the communication be- 
tween the troops at Vera and those under lieutenant-ge- 
neral sir Thomas Graham, and Mariscal del Campo Giron, 
on the great road. 

“ The Conde del Abishal blockaded Pampcluna. 

« On the 24tli, marshal Soult collected the right and 
left wings of his army, with one division of his centre, and 
two. divisions of cavalry, at St. Jean de Pied de Port, and 
on the 25th, attacked, with between thirty and forty thoii- 

vot.. 111. — NO. 60. 2 s 
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The river Lanz runs ia the valley which was on the 
leA of the allied, and on the ri^htof tlic French anny, along 
the road to Ostiz. Beyond this river there is another range 
of mountains connected with Lizasso and Mnrcalaln, hy 
which places it was now necessary to communicate vilh 
the rest of the army. 

T joined the third and fourth divisions just as they 
were taking up their ground on the 27lli, and shortly after- 
wards the enemy formed their army on a mountain, the 
front of which extends from the higli road to Ostiz to llio 
high road to Zuhiri, and they placed one division on the 
leftoftliat road on a height, and in some vilinges in front 
of the third division. They had hero also a large body of 
cavalry. 

** Shortly after they had takcfinp their ground, Uic ene- 
my attacked the hill on the right of the fourth division, 
which was then occupied hy one battalion of the fjurih 
Portuguese regiment, and by the Spanish regiment of 
Praria. 

“ These troops defended their ground, and drove the 
enemy from it with the bayonet. Seeing the impoMonce 
of Utis hill to our position, I reinforced it with the fortieth 
regiment; and this rrgitncnl with the Spanish regimrnta 
of El Principe and Pravia licld it from tliis time, notvrilli- 
standing the repealed cfTorls of the enemy during lhe27tli 
tind 26th to obtain jinssession of it. About the ».tne 
lime llmi the enemy nllackrd ihis height on the J7lh,they 
took jintscssion of the village of Soransrn, on the lOAt I* 
Ostiz, by whicl« they acquired llierommonieution bv t 
toad ; and they kept up n fire of musketry along the hfje 
till It was dark. . - i i » 

“ "We were joined on ihe morning of 1^'*“ ‘ | 

svxlh divUwn of infantry, and 1 difcctet! tbs' (be 
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Mnjor-gcncral Ross compcllctl (o leave l»is Post. 

should be occupied on the left of the valley of the Lauz ; 
and that the sixth division should form across the valley 
in rear of the left of the fourth division, resting their right 
on the heights of Oricain, and their left on the heights 
ahove-mentioned. 

“ The sixth division had scarcely taken their position 
when they were attacked by a very large force of the cne- 
my, which had been assembled in the village of Sorausen. 

“ Their front was, however, so nvcII defended by the 
hre of their own light troops from the heights on their left, 
and by the fire from the heights occupied by the fourth 
division and brigadier general Campbell’s Portuguese bri- 
gade, that the enemy were soon driven back with immense 
loss, from a fire on their front, both flanks, and rear. 

“ In order to extricate their troops from the difficulty 
in -which they found themselves in their situation in the 
valley of the Lanz, the enemy now attacked the height on 
which the left of the fourth division stood, which was oc- 
cupied by the seventh Cargadorcs, of which they obtained 
a momentary possession. They were attacked, however, 
again by the seventh Cargadoves, supported by major- 
general Ross, at tlwj head of his brigade, of the fourth 
division, and were driven down with great loss. 

“ The battle now became general along the whole front 
of the heights occupied by the fourth division, and in every 
part in our favour, -excepting where one battalion of the 
tenth Portuguese regiment of major-general Campbell’s 
brigade was posted. This battalion having been over- 
powered, and having been obliged to give away imme- 
diately on the right of major-general Ross’s brigade, the 
enemy established themselves on our line, and major-gene- 
ral Ross was obliged to withdraw from his post. 
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Ibe Frertli attack air Rowland IIilI 

“ I, however, ordered the tw cnty-se^ enth and fort), 
eighth regiments to charge, first that bod) of Uie enemy 
■which had first established themselves on the height, and 
next Uiose on the left, BoUi attacks succeeded, and tlic 
cnem) was dnven down rnlh immense loss, and the 
sixth division having moved forward at the same time to a 
situation in the i alley nearer to die left of the fourth, the 
attack upon our front ceased entirely, and was continued 
but faintly on oUicr points of our line 

“ Intbc course of tins contest, the gallant fourtli divi- 
sion, which had so frequently been disUngiushcd in tins 
arm), surpassed their former good conduct, Ilrtr) rcgi 
ment charged with the bayonet, and the fortieth, the se. 
Tcntb, twentieth, and iwcnl)-tlnid four difiimit limes 
Tlieir oflicors set them Uio example, and major general 
Iloss had tw o horses shot under him Tlie roilugucso 
troops Iikcw ISC bchav cd adonrablj , and I had c\ cr) rea- 
son to be satisfied willi the conduct of Uic Spaiusli regi- 
ments del rnncipc and Pravia 

1 Ind ordered hcutcn'uil-gcncral sir Roirhnd IIiU 
to march h) Laiiz upon jbnasso, as soon ns 1 found ihil 
hculcnaiU generals sir Tliomxs Pjcton and sir I/in i) Cole 
liad inov cd from Zubm, and lieutenant general the carl of 
D alhousic from San Eslc'an to the same place, whetu 
both amred on the 28th, and tbo seventh division came 
to Mart al vui 

‘‘llu tncm)'« force, winch had been in front of sir 
Rowland lIiU, followed hw march, and amvet! at O^tu 
on the 29lh The cnemv, thus nmforcctl, ami ocnpvmg 
a posiijon m tho nioitntaio% winch npp* arvd hwlv liable to 
altack,aul iniding Ihillhc) could no impTr*^w<ni on 
o ir fri !it, lit Urmmctl to cndcavoarln inm our left, hv an 
aUick on -vir Rjwhn 1 Hills corps 
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Sir Bovlaod Iltl) drirra back. 

All these operations obliged the enemy to abandon nposi* 
tion •which is one of the strongest and mo<5t difficult of ac- 
cess that I ha\ c yet seen occupied by troops, 

“ In their retreat from this position the enemy lost a 
great number of prisoners. 

" I cannot sufficiently applaud the conduct of all tl o 
general officers, officers, and troops throughout tlicse ope- 
rations. The attach made by lieutenant-general ibe carl 
of Dalbousic was admirably conducted by bis lotdsbip,and 
executed by major-general Inglis and the troops conjpos- 
ing bis brigade ; and tbai by major-general Ibe Ijoiinurahio 
Edward Pahenbam, and major-general Pjmg, and th it by 
licutcnanl-gcncrat sir Lorny Cole; and the mo>»*nicnts 
wade by sir TJiomas PiCton merit my bighc«t commemh- 
tion. Tlic lallor officer c<w)pcraling in the ntlach of tbo 
niountain by dotaebing troops to Ids left in wbicb tbc bo* 
nourable Ilcutcnant-coIoncl Trench U"a5 uoundcil, but I 
hope not seriously. 

“ innle those operations were going on, nml in propor 
tjon as I obscr»ctl tluir mccess, I dciached troops In the 
suiiport of hrntcnant-gtncral sir Itouhnd Hdl. 'Ibe 
enemy appeared in Ids front late in llie morning, and imme* 
diittl) coinmenccil .an cxlcndeil maiurmn' niK'U his led 
flanh, u hich ohligttl Iiim to irithdrau from ihcht Ight u Inch 
lie occupied behind the Lirasso to the next nngi*. He 
there, houc\cr,maintainc«l himself, and I enclose Ids re- 
port of the conduct of the troops, I continued tl e p«r- 
Suit of the cmnny alter their rctnal frtmi the nietmwiit t > 
Olaqtto, uhcre at funwt, irnmesbaUhr in the 
thiif attack upon lanitomant-gencTal sir IlmilMid Hill 
'riiey withdrew fnim hi* front in the night, aud jC'ti'rdiT 
took up a strong |K^dtiott, with two <Uri*!oni to rerrf 
their rear in the pai* of Ooniia Maria. 
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French attempt to raise the Blockade of Pamjichina 

“ Lieutenant-general Sir llo-vvland Hill, anti the eai'lof 
Dalhousie, attacked and carried the pass, notwithstanding 
the vigorous resistance of the enemy and the strength of 
their position. I am concerned to add, tliat lieutenant-ge- 
neral the honourable William Stewart was wounded on this 
occasion. I enclose lieutenant-general Sir Rowland Hill’s 
report. 

“ In the mean time I moved with major-general Byng’s 
brigade,'and the fourth division under lieutenant-general Sir 
Lowry Cole, by the pass of Velate upon Irurita, in order to 
turn the enemy’s position on Donna Maria. Major-general 
Byng took in Elizondo, a large convoy going to the enemy, 
and made many prisoners. 

“ We have this day continued the pursuit of the enemy in 
the valley of the Bidassoa, and many prisoners and much bag- 
gage have been taken. Major-general Byng has jtossessed 
himself of the valley of Bastan, and of the position on the 
Puerto de Maya, and the army will be this night nearly in 
the same position which they occupied on the 2.5th of July. 

“ I trust that his royal highness the prince Regent will be 
satisfied with the conduct of the troops of his majesty and of 
his allies on this occasion. The enemy having been con- 
siderably reinforced and re-equipped after their late retreat, 
made a most formidable attempt to relieve the blockade of 
Pampeluna with the whole of their forces, ex cepting the re- 
fierve under general Villatte, which remained in front of our 
troops on the great road from Irun. 

“ This attempt has been entirely frustrated by the opera- 
tions of a part only of the allied army, and the enemy have 
sustained a defeat and suffered a severe loss both m officers 
and men, 

“ The enemy’s expectations of success, beyond the point 

VoL. in.— No. 60. 2 t 
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FaiJare In ttie Stom of St ®cbMtUn 

of raising tlic blockade orpampeiuna, were certainly >cTy 
sangmne, ThcjbrougbtmtoSpainalargcbod^ ofcaN-alry, 
and a great number of guns, neither ofwlnclj arms could be 
used toanj great extent hj iithcrport> in the hattfe isfuch 
took place Tliey sftnt otT the guns to St Jean dc Pied dc 
Port on the c\cnmg of tlio 28Ui, which thus returned t<i 
France in saftty 

[As the remainder oflhe noble marquis’s letter rchlts to 
the excellent conduct ofthcse\cral ofTiccrs, there is no oc* 
cosion fur its insertion in this pince J 

“ 1 (mo tho honour, 

(Signed) '• WrLUNCTos " 

“ I have omiltcd to inform your lordshqi in tlie bodj of the 
ilispatcli, that the troops m the Puerto dc Maya lost their 
four Portuguese guns on the 25(b ofJul). *iriyor geocra! 
Pnngle,who commanded when tho attack commenced* had 
ordered them to rtlirclowardsMaja* and when lieutenant* 
general Stew art came up» he ordered that they might re- 
turn and retire by the mountain road to Chzondo In the 
mean time the enemy were m possession of the pas*, and the 
communication with that road was lost, and tlicy could not 
reach lU’’ 

Tlic following isacopyof»51r Tliomas Croham’* report 
conceming the assault of St Sebislniii' 

Mv Loan, J>nttnt, Jiinr 27, 

*' Tlic attack of the breach in the line will on l! e fT^nt pf 
St .Seba.'.tjnn’stookplaceonlhcnnjrmngofth*’-'’'^^'*'’*'’' 
th- fall of Urn tide lea llic foot of the wall dry, whuh 
Mvon oiler <lo) l.jlil— I omoorj 
loR Il.e dminsmrlirJ “*** 

orwliumJul force llicirwttj 111 tlie town, the albcf ifi'I not 
mrcced The enemy occopttd In forte all the < 
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Gnllnntr3' of tlio Britisli Troops. 

the place which loolccd that way, and from which and from 
all round the breach, they wcrecnahledlohringsodcstrnc- 
tivc a lire of grape and mnslcctry flanlcing and enfilading 
the colunni,and to throw over soman}' hand grenades on the 
troops, that it became ncce.ssary to desist from the assault. 

The loss snstained was therefore severe, especially by 
the third battalion of the ro3'al Scots, the leading one of 
major-general Hay’s brigade, which, being on duty in the 
trenches, formed the column of attach. — HI a-ior-gcncral 
Spry’s Portuguese brigade, that of m a.] or- general Robinson, 
and the fourth Ca^adorcs of brigadier general Wilson’s be- 
ing in resen’e in the trenches: the Avhole under the direction 
of major-general Oswald, commanding the fifth division. 

“ Though this attack has failed, it would be great injus- 
tice not to assure your lordship that the troops conducted 
themselves with their usual gallantry, and only retired when 
I thought a furtlier perseverance in the attack would have 
occasioned a useless sacrifice of brave men. Major-gen- 
eral Hay, major Frazer : colonel, the honourable C. F. 
Greville, and colonel Cameron, commanding the royal 
Scotch thirty-eighth and ninth regiments, greatly distin- 
guished themselves. Major Frazer lost his life on the 
breach, with many of his brave comrades. 

“ The conduct throughout the whole of the operations 
of the siege hitherto, of the officers and men of the royal 
ardlleiy and engineers, never was exceeded in indefatiga- 
ble zeal, activity, and gallantry. The three officers of this 
corps, employed to conduct different parts of the column 
of attack, behaved admirably, but suffered severely. ■ 

‘‘ I have the greatest satisfaction too in assuring your 
lordship of the most cordial support and assistance, afford- 
ed by sir George Collier commanding his majesty’s ships 
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Statement of Ibe Loss snstmoed on tbo attack of San Sebastian 

on tins coast, and of all the officers and seamen of tbc 
squadron emplqj ed on shore 

I hare the honour to he, 3.C 

(Signed) “T GRAirtM’ 

To Tteld Marshal the Marqms of IVtUtugioUj K G 
General abstract of the loss sustained in the action from 
the 25th of July to tlio 2d of August, 1813 — British, 
oBicers and men, fire hundred and forty killed, ibrce thou- 
sand fi\c hundred and sixteen nounded, and five hundred 
missing Portuguese, officers and men, tlirtc hundred and 
twentj tuo killed, one thousand eighthundrcd and Ri\t}- 
foiir wounded, and two hundred and one missing Grind 
total of killed, m ounded, and missing, six Uiousand nine 
hundred audfWtj thn.c B} asiipplcrocntarj account two 
hundred and Un were added to the number No mrnUon 
18 made of tbe ^Spanish loss 
In Uic ahoi c imfoTtunatc assault on bt Scbxslian, ns 
fast as our troops came up the) were knocked down by 
tlic dreadful fire from the dtftnccs which bore upon ibo 
broaches and when nfiw got into them tlu‘\ wcretinabli. 
to cfTect nil) thing from their weakness In sbort, it is 
said, that the carnage wxs so groat, that Ibo Trench them 
selves call d to OUT officers, to draw the men off, and nc- 
tuall) ccascil fin g upon th<m 
Tlic marquis of Wellington, in a dispatch daletl 
ca, Ang 25, informs us, that no monnnenl of im]>ortarce 
had been mad* h) the cnem), or In tbi aUu*s, smee Ic 
transmitted the aliorc report of Ok attack on 
tun Ht likewise acquaints us, Uial hi receiuJ rqs its 
fromheuUnant general lonl WUum BentmeV {«! »> 
cecdtal general Murras mOiecoratnanlifO'eannt) title 
iPlh of August, npjn and extracts of wl icb le trar* 
mitted^to Tngland, and fa)*, ** I murvlv oppote tf 
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Movements of the Armies. 

lieutenant-general lord William Bentinck’s having retired, 
as he had not been able to collect his whole force, and did 
not consider himself sufficiently strong to fight a general a<^ 
tion Avithtlie enemy.” 

By lord William Bentinck’s report to the marquis of 
Wellington, dated Cambrilla, August 16, 1813, it appears, 
that on the 3rd of that month the Duque del Barque’s corps 
came up to Tarragona, as did the division of general Sars- 
field on the 11th. General Elio could not spare the three 
regiments of the division of Migares, which lord W. Ben- 
linck had requested him to send. On the 10th, lord Ben- 
tinck received information, that marshal Suchethad return- 
ed to Villa Franca from Barcelona, and had brought with 
him five thousand men. The reports of the succeeding 
days left no doubt of its being his intention to move for- 
ward ; and on the 14th, his lordship learned from the baron 
d’Erolcs and colonel Manzo, thatbesides collecting all he 
could from the garrisons, he had been joined by Decaen 
with six thousand men. In consequence of this intelli- 
gence his lordship suspended all operations for the siege of 
Tarragona, except the making of fascines, and landed nei- 
ther artillery nor stores. His lordship intended to have 
pushed on to the Llobregat, Suchet’s army being at one 
time divided between Barcelona and Villa Franca_and its 
environs : a rapid movement, he says, might possibly have 
enabled him to fall separately upon his advanced corps, and 
to obtain possession of the ridge of mountains on the hi- 
ther side of the Llobregat, before Suchet could have time 
to bring up his troops from Barcelona ; but his lordship 
could not execute this movement before he was joined by 
generalSarsfield,and previouslySuchethad concentrated his 
forces inVilla Franca and its neighbourhood. Suchet’s force 
his lordship say3,liad been variously reported from twenty to 
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TArrajroas bloirn vp 

twtnty-fi\c thous'ind men Tl>e imricdiatc vicmilyorTor- 
ragona offered RN cry good position m itself, but it migljt 
lia\o been completely tamed by an enemy who, crossing 
the Cols, should approach Tarragona by Vnlls and Hens 
On the Idth, Suchetmosed a large corps upon AlhFulla, 
but the road being close (o (be bench, the gun boats pre- 
sented him from passing, if such were liis intention On 
(be I5(b, be drove back (be posts on (be Cols of San 
Christina and IJtbra, and afterwards forced the corps at 
•Brafia, bj winch they were supplied, torctirc IIis whole 
army marclicd by tins route Upon Suclicts continuing 
to advance upon Tarragona, lord llcntmck resolved upon 
retiring lu the night, and (he army arrived nt Cam- 
bnlla on the morning ot the IGlh, without any loss, 
and without receiving any molestation from the ene- 
my ** If there Ind been any fair chance of success/* 
bis lordship says, **l would have g»'cn Iheni baUlc.*' 
Tlio rrcncli blew up lamigona on the night of the I8lb 
of Aogusl 

Wo now return to bt Scbasli’in, and by dispatcbei 
which were received ut the Admimitv from captim 
SirG. Collier, oil that fortress, it appears that the re-open- 
ing of the batteries against that place commenced on the 
morning oftlie26th of August.ond that they continued to 
fire with great effect Outlie inormng o( the 27th, -^ir 
George snj 8, the seamen and iinnni 9, With a party of sol- 
diers, in the boats of tnr sipiadron, ntlacLnl and tool tin 
important island of Santa Clara at the entrance of ll o 
harbour, llirce seanirii were kilted, end two «fi cen aad 
sixteen seamen and mannes wounded 
Tlio manjuivof Wrihngion m In' oflicial diipatcb, dit* 
fd Ixxata. Srpl 2, I^ll »av» tl c fire Pgaiotl lie f-*r 
trf*i 1 1 I>«n Seba»li.ii* »*j *-nrd f n ll o LVnh if 




4ND WARS CM? EUROPE 


327 


Storming of San Sebastian 

and directed ag ainst the towers which flanked the curtain 
on the eastern face, against the demy-bastion on the south- 
eastern angle, and the termination of the curtain of the 
nortli£'» tL face. Lieutenant Sir Thomas Graham had direct- 
ed that an establishment should be formed on the island 
of Santa Clara, which was effected on the night of the 
26th ; and the enemy’s detachment on that island were made 
prisofiei&s Captain Cameron, of the ninth, had the com- 
mand of the detachment which effected this operation ; 
lieutenant the honourable James Arbuthnot, of the royal 
navy, commanded the boats of the squadron and lieutenant 
Bell commanded the marines. 

All that was deemed practicable to carry into execution, 
In order to facilitate the approach to the breaches be- 
fore made in the wall of the town, having been effected on 
the 30th of August, and another breach having been made 
at the termination of the eurtain, the place was stormed 
at eleven o’clock in the day of the 31st, and carried. The 
loss on the side of the English was very severe. Lieu- 
tenant-general Sir James Leith, who had joined the army 
only two days before, and major-generals Oswald and Ro- 
binson, were unfortunately wounded in the breach ; and 
colonel Sir Richard Fletcher of the royal engineers, was 
killed oy a musket-ball at the mouth of the trenches. In 
this..officer, and in lieutenant-colonel Crawfoi-d, of the ninth 
reaiment, this service sustained a severe loss. 

Lieutenant-general Sir Thomas Graham’s report of this 
operation, affords another instance of the distinguished 
gallantry, bravery, and perseverance of the British officers 
and troops, under the most trying difficulties. The tenth 
Portuguese brigade, under major Snodgrass, crossed the 
river XJrumea, and stormed the breach on the right, in the 
most undaunted manner, under the most tremendous fire 
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^ The OaTrtsonSaffender*. • 

wliiclj could be directed against them from the castle and 
to^vn. The garrison then retired to tlie castle, leaving 
about two^hundred and seventy, who fell into the hands 
of the allies. 

Since the fire against Saint Sebastian had been rccom* 
incnccd, the enemy drew the greater part of their force to 
the camp of Urogu'e, and there was cterv reason to belies o 
that tliey would ha\ c made an attempt to rclic\ c the place. 

Tlireo divisions of the fourth Spanish army, command- 
ed by general Don Manuel Frevre, occupied the hciglits 
of San Marcial, and the town of Irnn, by which the ap- 
proach to San Sebastian, by the high road, was covered 
and protected, and they were supported hy the first divi- 
sion of the British infantry, under major-general Howard, 
and miyor-gcneral lord Aylmer’s brigade, on their left, and 
in the rear of Trim; and by genera! Ijongn’s division en- 
camped near the Sierra de Ayo, in rear of Iheiriright. In 
order to secure them still further, llic marquis of Welling- 
ton moved two brigades of (be fourth tU%i*ion, on tbo 
noth of-tlic same month, to tlicconvent of San Antonio, 
oncofwhich (general Boss’s) under liculeDant-general the 
honourable sir Ixiwry Cole, moved up the s.anir day to 
tile Sierra de Ay a, and the other, on the morning of the 
Slst, leaving the ninth Forlugufsc brigade on the (leighu 
between the conv enl nnd Vera, nnd Ijczaca. 

Mnjor-genrnd Ingh»*s brigade of tlic srrrnlh 
was moved on the nOlh to the bridge of I^racaj nnd the 
marquis gave orders for the troops in the Fnertnj of Ixr*ja« 
|jr, Xugarrmardi, nnd Moya, looltaeli. ihr rn*'njy s wrai- 
ened posts in front of those positions. 

'Ibc tnrnv crossed the Utdasyna !»y the io.*di Wt»frr» 
And ir» and the destroyed bridge on (.V 1 rvsit 
dayd.ght on the taorniog of the 3lit, »ilb b »erj Ur|» 
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.Valour of the Spanish Troops 

force, with which they made a most despemte attach along 
the whole front of the position of the Spanish troops on the 
heights of San Marcial. They were bravely driven bach, 
some of them even across tlie river, by the Spanish troops, 
whose conduct, says the noble mai-qnis, was equal to that 
of any troops that he had' ever seen engaged ; and the at- 
tach, having been frrequently repeated, was upon every oc- 
casion defeated with the same gallantry and determination. 
The course of the river being immediately under the heights 
on the French side, on which the enemy had placed a con- 
siderable quantity of cannon, they were enabled to throw 
a bridge across the river, about three quarters of a mile 
above the high road,- over which in the afternoon they 
marched again a considerable body, which, -with those who 
had crossed the fords, made another desperate attack upon 
the Spanish positions. This was likewise beaten back ; 
and at length, finding all their efforts on that side fruitless, 
they took advantage of the darkness of a violent storm to 
•retire their troops from this front entirely. 

' Although' the marquis of Wellington had a British di- 
vision on each flank of the fourth Spanish army, the con- 
duct of the latter was so conspicuously good, and their 
defence so masterly, that they did not stand in need of his 
lordship^s assistance, notwithstanding the desperate efforts 
of the enemy to carry it. 

Nearly at the same time that the French crossed the. 
Bidassoa in fi'ont of the heights of San Marcial, they like- 
wise crossed that river with about three divirions of infan 
try in two columns, by the fords below Salin, in front of 
the position occupied by the ninth Portuguese brigade. 
The noble marquis ordered major-general Inglis to sup- 
port this brigade with that of the seventh division under 
his command ; and so soon as he was informed of the 

von. III. — ^No. fro. 2 u 
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TtirFrCDch uniaceental Attack of the Spamardt 

course of ibeencrays attack, he sent to Vtciitenant*j;eBcrai 
the carl of Dalhousle, to request that he would likewise 
move towards the Bidassoa, with the seventh division; nod 
to the light division, to support major-general Inglis hjf 
every means in their power. Alajor-gcncral Inglis found 
it impossible to maintain the lieights uctween Lezaen and 
tlio Bidassoa, and be withdrew to those in front of the con- 
vent of San Antonia, which he maintained. In the mean 
time major-general Kempt moved one brignilc of the light 
division to Xjczaca, by which he kept the enemy in check, 
and covered the march of the car! ofDalhousie to Join ma- 
jor-general Inglis. 

Tlie enemy, liowcvcr, having completely failed in their 
attempt upon the position of the Spamsli army on (he 
heights of San Marcial; and finding that mq|or-gvneml 
Inglis had taken a position from which they could not 
drive liim ; nt tlic same time that it covered niTd protected 
the riglil of tlic Spanish army, and ilic approaches to San 
Sebastian by O) ar/un, and that Uieir situation on the left of 
the Bidassoa was becoming every moment more crlltcal, 
retired during the night. 

Tlie fall of rain during the evening and night Imch s> 
swollen the Bidassoa, that the rear of their column wav 

obliged to cross atlhrbriJgeorVem. In order to elTcct 
whtcb, they attacked the posts of tnajor-gr nerol Skerrefs 
bngudeofthr light division, nt about three in thcmoniing, 
both from tbr Vurrto de Vera ai'd from the left of the 
Bldflvioa. Although llir nature of the ground rrmlrrfd 
itiropoMib!.' to li'mdrr entirely the p usage of the bridge 

after dav-Vight, it wasmade umtfT the fire oTb grrat pari 

of major-grnrml Skmet* btigadr, and Urn entmj’ii loi. 

in the operation was contidrrablr. While this was car- 

rjinjoo ujwn tlw left of ihearny# del 
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Don Pedro, Giron attacked the enemy’s posts in front of 
the pass of Echalar, on the 30th and 31st. Lieutenant- 
general the earl of Dalhousie made general Le Cor at- 
tack those in front of Zuzarrimardi, with the 6th Portu- 
guese brigade, on the 31st; and the honourable major- 
general Colville made colonel Douglas attack the enemy’s 
post in front of the pass of Maya, on the same day, with 
the 7th Portuguese brigade. The attack made by the 
earl of Dalhousie delayed his march till late in the after- 
noon of the 3lst, but he was in the evening in a favourable 
situation for his farther progress ; and in the morning of the 
1st of September in that allotted for him. 

** In these operations,” says the Marquis of Welling- 
ton, "in which a second attempt by the enemy to prevent the 
establishment of the allies upon the frontiers had been de- 
feated by the operations of a part only of the allied army, 
at the very moment at which the town of St. Sebastian 
was taken by storm, I have had great satisfaction in 
observing the zeal and ability of the officers, and the gal- 
lantry and discipline of the soldiers. The different reports 
which I have transmitted from lieutenant-general Sir Tho- 
mas Graham, will have shewn the ability and perseverance 
with which he has conducted the arduous exterprize en- 
trusted to his direction, and the zeal and exertion of all the 
officers employed under him.” 

The following extract from Sir Thomas Graham’s letter 
to the marquis of Wellington, concerning the storming of 
San Sebastian, is highly honourable to the British forces 
under his command * 

My Loud, " 0%far%un, Sept. 1, 1S13. 

" In obedience to your lordship’s orders of the preced- 
ing day, to attack and form a lodgement on the breach of 
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The allies repulsed with great loss 

shot, and a mine was exploded in the left angle of the coun- 
terscarp of the horn work, which did great damage, but 
dtd not check the ardour of the troops in advancing to the 
attack. There was never any thing so fallacious as the 
external appearance of the breach ; without some descrip- 
tion, the almost insuperable difficulties of the breach cannot 
be estimated. Notwithstanding its great extent, there was 
but one point where it was possible to enter, and there by 
single files. All the inside of the wall to the rig-ht of the 
curtain formed a perpendicular scarp, of at least twenty 
feet to the level of the streets; so that the narrow ridge of 
the curtain itself, formed by tlie breaching of its end and 
front, was the only accessible point. During the suspen- 
sion of the operations of the siege, from the want of am- 
munition, the enemy had prepared every 'Sieans of defence 
which art could devise, so that great numbers of men Avere 
covered by intrenchraents and traverses, in the horn- 
work, on the ramparts of the curtain, and inside of the 
town opposite to the breach, and ready to pour a most des- 
tructive fire of musketry on both sides of the approach to 
the top. of the narrow ridge erf, the curtain. 

** Every thing that the most determined , bravery could 
attempt was repeatedly tried in vain by the troops, who 
were brought forward from the trenches in succession. No 
man outlived the attempt to. gain the ridge ; and though 
the slope of the breach afforded shelter from the enemy’s 
musketry, yet still the nature of the stone rubbish prevent- 
ed the great exertions of the engineers and working par- 
.-ies from being able to form a lodgement for the troops, 
exposed to the shells and grape from the batteries of the 
castle, as was peculiarly directed in obedience to your 
lordship’s instructions : and, at all events, a secure lodge- 
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raent could never have been obtained without occupying u 
pari of the curtain. 

♦' In this almost desperate state of attack, oiler consult- 
with colonel Dickton, commanding the rojnl artillery, 
I ventured to order the guns to be turned against the cur- 
tain. A heavy fire of artillery was directed ogainst it * 
passing a few feet only over tlie heads of our troops on the 
breach, and was kept up with a precision of practice be- 
yond nil csarople. Meanwhile I accepted the ofler of part 
of major-general Bradford's Portuguese brigade to ford 
the river near its mouth. The advance of the first battal- 
ion, Uiirtccnth regiment, under major Snodgrass, over the 
open beach, and across tbo river; and of a detachment of 
the twenty-fourth regiment, under licutcnanl-coloncl 
M’Bcon, in support, was made in the handsomest style, un- 
demvciy severe fire of grape. Major Snodgrass attacked 
and finally carried the smaU breach on the n'ghtofihe great 
one, and licutcnant-colonci 3PBcan*» detachment occupied 
the right of the great breach; I ought not to forget to 
mention, that Btmilar olTcrs was made hy the first Portu- 
guese regiment of brigadier-general Wilson’s brigade, un- 
der Hculcnanl-colonel Feoron; and tnalbolh major-gen- 
eral Bradfonl, and Irigadter-gene ml Wilson, had, from the 
beginning urged most anxiously the emploftnenl of ihrir 
respective brigades in the attack, a* they had to large * 
snare in the labour and fatigues of the right attack. 

“ Ohsersingnow the efiect of the admirable fire of the 
batteries again'l the curtain, ihmigh the en^my wassomach 
covered, n great effiirt wasonlerrd to be made In gain 
Idgh r.dgeatallh«iifd«,nt the same time that aa attempt 
sbouH W twide In stem the born-worl. 

• \ \ fell to the to! of Ihr second lri;radc of tk# Cft*» »f‘- 
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vision, under the command of colonel the honourable 
Charles Greville, to move out of the trenches for this pur- 
pose, and the third battalion of the royal Scots, under lieu- 
tenant-colonel Barnes, supported by the thirty-eighth, un- 
der lieutenant-colonel Miles, fortunately arrived to assault 
the breach of the curtain, about the time when an explo- 
sion on the rampart of the curtain (occasioned by the fire of 
the artillery) created some confusion among the enemy. 
The naiTow pass was gained, and was maintained, after a 
severe conflict, and the troops on the right of the breach 
having about this time succeeded in forcing the barricades 
on the top of the narrow line wall, found their way into the 
houses tliat joined it. Thus, after an assault which lasted 
above two hours under the most trying circumstances, a 
firm footing was obtained. 

“ It was impossible to restrain the impetuosity of the 
troops, and in an hour more the enemy were driven from all 
the complication of defences prepared in the streets, and 
leaving the whole town in our possession, &c. 

“ I have the honour, &c. 

(Signed) T. Graham.” 

The following is a distinct abstract of the killed, wound- 
ed, and missing, in the assault of Fort St. Sebastain, and 
also in the actions on the firontier : 


Before St, Sebastian’s. 


British, killed 
Portuguese 

In the Actions. 


571 

189 

British, killed 

- 

- 

- 

51 

Portuguese 

- 

- 

- 

38 

Spanish 

* 

Total killed 

261 

■ 1160 
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Wounded Bntisb al St. Sebastian- 

. 1003 

Portuguese - * 

. 501 

In the Actions. 


Bnlisb, wounded - * 

- 331 

Portuguese 

- 3SG 

Spanish • • 

- 1317 


Total wounded — 

Total killed and wounded 4S*il 
blissing - - - - - - IDO 


Total killed, wounded, nnd niis'ing iOi'l 
Musing Spaniards • • - -71 

502J 

Trom accounts giNcnb) sescial oiliccrs wlioornvedfrom 
the Peninsula, it appears, tli it Uto um) under field mtr- 
5 l}jl Ike nnrqujs of M^clJinglon at tins j)f nod, nmounled to 
about one hundred and twciil) thousand men, of whom 
fuTtj Urousaud weev. ItntwU, t,bwl> ll ou^atvd Potlugucie, 
and fifl) tliousand Spmnrds li it smd, tint ibo garrnon 
bad noincat,lmlhUlc wrne.and plciiU of Ire 
Tliefonouiiig extract from olettcr from nii officer at St 
Sibasliaif'*, dated Sept G, paints the borturs wbicb tke 
rorngcaor war tamed into that dl-fited citr, and »rb 
inent with bun, nnd ever) booesl imud, lUl tbn warof 
ambllKm should base d solated so inan^ fine 
countnrs of Spun and Portugal for a senes of jeais, n-d 
lu>]»e It villsboitU Le tenoiiiated. 

•* Since the tiattle wbicli tool j late near Paofwltiiu, 

ibing of aiij c(mse<iuencr bis ixcurrtd at ibe amr. (lU 
t fgr of St Srb->1n« jtmgrnsrfs »f orl l» 
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Castle of St. Sebastian capitulates. 

days ago, when the French attempted to relieve it; and, 
for that purpose Soult made a rapid march, with about 
forty-five thousand men. Lord Wellington retired from 
his head quarters at Lezaca, and after a most desperate 
fight, gave Soult another compleat defeat; the Spaniards 
behaved -with the most noble and determined bravery, and 
had three generals killed. In the mean time, fifty-three 
forty-eight pounders completed the breach in St. Sebas- 
tian, and a general assault was given, in 'which we suc- 
ceeded, after a considerable slaughter on both sides. Ne- 
ver did British soldiers act with more spirit and gallantry, 
overcoming obstacles which, perhaps, to any other troops 
would have appeared insurmountable. That part of the 
garrison which had reached the castle, immediately on 
finding our troops in full possession, fired shells on it, arid in a 
few moments the city was in flames. A few days after, it was 
a heap of ruins ; and there is nothing now remaining of one 
of the handsomest towns in Spain to mark the spot where it 
once stood, but ruins ; the church alone, it was thought, 
would have escaped, but the flames, which still continue, 
are fast approaching it. The castle still holds out, and is 
now being bombarded. It is supplied with water by only 
one well : yesterday our batteries directed their shot to that 
part, when the French officer commanding resorted to a 
method of stopping our fire, unheard of in war: — he plac- 
ed our men which he had taken prisoners round the well : 
of course our firing ceased. Only conceive the cruelty of 
such a proceeding ! The plunder taken at St. Sebastian is 
said to be very great.” 

At length the fate of the castle of St. Sebastian was ter- 
minated, by its capitulation, and the terms were equally 
honourable both to the conquerors and the conquered. 
Field-marshal the marquis of Wellington, in his dispatch, 
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dated Liezaca^ Sept. 10, encloses a letter from lieutenant- 
general sir Tlioroas Grobiiin, dated ErDani, Sept. 0, which 
contains the articles of capitulation. 

The foUoicwg h a copt; of the Jtdiim of the Trench 
Gamsonviade Prisoners rflTurhy CapUufhlton m the 
Castle of St}Sehastian, on the ^Ik of Septemhert 1613 
Eighty officers, one thousand scien liundrcd and fiflj- 
SIX Serjeants, drummers, and mnk nnd file — Grand total 
one thousand eight hundred and thirty s,is. 

“ N. B. Twcnt)-thrcc officers, and fue hundred and 
tuelicmcn, out oftficnhoxe number, nrcsict. and urounded 
ui the hospital. 

(Signed) ** Et>. I'aKCsn iv, Adj •Gen." 
Nonet ofsirTlioma.s Graham’s mihiary life rrllfclcd 
greater lustre on his genius and laVnis ns a comnnmlrr, 
tlmn the minncr in which the toi: i of St. Sih wti m was 
tahcii h> Btorni. Tlic almost insupcnxhlc difTicuhies wluch 
impeded the progress of the ossnihnts, e.'ilfed m n peril* 
har degree for alt (he prompfitude nnd prerencr nf irunut 
of llicir general, and his rrsourrts fully answered lie 
exigencies of llie occasion. Uis onlrnng thr guns to W 
turned ngamst the curtain, aided l»> tlie precision of the 
artillery in firing a few feel only oier the brads of oor 
troops in the breach, it is eiident was the sole means, at 
the critical moment which bad occurred, ofcnrrjmg lie 
place. 'Hie state of the oltacV., from the skilful defmee* 
prepared by tlic enemy, was ntmnit despenitr. and I «t f* r 
this new expedient adopted ol tbe inwrient, and irnUsllf 
cJmrd mto enVcl, tJiere is r»rry rr^son to W! r»r ll at l’ • 
n»i4ult must hate fuVd, oral Irnstcoiin only lair 
eeededalthr price ofo loss of I gtraVf it s~t* »{ 

aelually lutlained 'H r pfonjUitode if 1*-^ wi« 

untjftii} tr'^tUotU tj I'eiVsK *^*1 ik* 
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courage of the officers, and tlic bravery and discipline of 
the troops under his command, and whilst we lament the 
severe loss at which the possession of tlie fortress was 
purchased, we admit the importance of the achievement. 

We must now turn our attention from the series of sue* 
cess which the allied armies had been accustomed to ob- 
tain, and give an account of the defeat of the Alicant army 
under lord William BcntincU, by marshal Suchet, duke of 
Albufera. The following is tlic British governments des- 
cription of this affair * 

War Dcp<iriine7it, Ocl. 6. 

* Dispatches have been received from field-marshal 
the marquis of Wellington, dated tlic 27th ult. enclosing 
reports from lord William Bentinck of the 15th and 17th 
of September. 

“ From thence it appears that the enemy, having col- 
lected -a very considerable force in front of bis lordship's 
army, made an attack early on the morning of the 13th ult. 
upon the advanc*ed guard posted at the pass of Ordal. 

“ The advance consisted of the second battalion of the 
twenty-seventh regiment, the Calabrian free corps, four 
rifle companies of the king’s German legion, a brigade of 
Portuguese artillery, amounting altogether to one thou 
sand one hundred men, and three Spanish regiments, who, 
for several hours, made a most gallant and successful le- 
sistance ; but being overpowered by the numbers opposed 
to them, were forced to give way. The loss sustained 
will, it is believed, not prove ultimately very considerable, 
as many of those men who had been compelled to shelter 
themselves in the mountains, had since rejoined the army. 
The rapid advance of the enemy rendered it necessary to 
abandon two field-pieces and two mountain guns. 

« On the 11th, lord W. Bentinck deemed it advisable 



340 HISTORY 01 ? NAPOirON BONAPAKTE, 


Defeat of tbe Spaniards. 

to retire the army to Vendrells, and from tbence to the 
neighbourhood of Tarragona. The retreat was effected 
without any loss, notwithstanding the attempts of the ene- 
my’s superior cavalry, which were uniformly repulsed by 
the charges made by the twentieth light dragoons and llio 
hussars of the hing’s German legion. The enemy, finding 
that no impression could be made, retired on the 17th be- 
bind tbe Llobregat” 

Such is the meagre account wbicli the British ministry 
thought fit to publish of the defeat of the Anglo-Spanish 
army, under tlie command of lord William jScutlnchj bu! 
since, by its unexampled brevity, it cannot be supposed to 
convoy a fair and impartial description of that defeat, wo 
shall, that the reader may be enabled to dcvclopo the ex- 
tent of this affair, insert a translation of tlic French ac- 
count, from a letter by the marshal Ujc duke of Alholcra 
to his excellency the minister at war, as follow s : 

Fitfa Franca, Srpt. IG, 1813. 

“ Monseigneur. — fn the beginning of September, lord 
Bentinck, removing from the sea and the banks of the 
Ebro, estabhshed the Anglo-Spanish army at Villa Fran- 
ca, occupyingtbe Col d’Ordnl, forming magazines at Villa 
Nova, and making the corps d'armce of general Copons, 
and Whiltmglinm and Sarsficld’s divisionsjnanosuvre upon 
tlie Upper Llohregal, towards Manresa, Esperaguero, 
and Martov ell. The collecting of thirty pieces of cannon 
at one march from tn\ Ime, all those dispositions and ma- 
iiceuvres in fonnalion, announced to mo a speedy attack. 
Tresohed Jo anticipate it, and prevent my inovcoirnts 
trom being pressed ami cramped to the gates of Bar* 
tcloua. 
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On the i2lh, the army of Arragon was assembled upon 
the Liobregat, whilst the general in chief, count Dceaen, 
on my invitation, brought part of the army of Catalonia. 
I ordered him to restrain and keep from my right general 
Gopon’s troops ; afterwards to march to Saint Saturni 
upon Villa Franca, and co-operate in my attack by the 
high road. 

" At eight in the evening, I passed the bridge of Mo- 
liusdel-Rey, wth a fine clear moon, which favoured my 
march ; and Harispe’s division, wliich led, marched upon 
Ordal. 

“ That position, very dilficult and very rugged, at 
which one can only arrive after passing a defile of three 
leagues, was occupied by an advanced guard of nine tliou- 
sand eight hundred men, under the orders of general Fre- 
deric Adam, composed of English troops, Calabrians, and 
the picked men from Sarsficld’s division. 

" The gcncral-in-chief lord Eentinck had arrived there 
the same evening, with' admiral Hallowcll, either to pre- 
pare his dispositions for a speedy attack, or upon some ad- 
vice of my movement, to reinforce the defence of that im- 
portant point; the infantry in position was supported by can- 
non, and a reserve of cavalry. 

“ On the first mudket-sho Is, general Meselop, command- 
ing the advanced guard, briskly pushed forward the volti- 
geurs of the seventh of the line, overthrew the posts, and 
formed his brigade in front of the redoubts. The enemy’s 
cavalry were seen descending in columns upon the road, with 
the intention of repulsing what they undoubtedly took /or 
a reccimoissance ; hut our light artillery quickly made them 
disappear, and the voltigeurs rushed upon the mountain. 

The vivacity and extent of the fire which the enemy imme 
diately commenced along his whole front shewed us his 
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force. General Meselop ordered the first battalion of the 7tb 
to advance, which he qnickjy supported himself with (he se- 
cond, whilst the forty-fourtli on its side mounted the rc' 
doubts ; be re-formed,— -be repulsed the tirailJenrs, — and 
sword in band, at the head offais column, directed the 
charge to be beat, and the enemy's first position to be car- 
ried by force. 

** A most obstinate combat took place upon this point, 
the enemy in a rage, and with great cries, twice returned, 
with fresh rcscryes to obtain possession of it and was again 
twice dri\ on to his secondposUion, from whence be crushed 
ua with his fire. 

** Our infantry, accustomed, to assaults, know how to 
rally, and return to the charge with constancy ; a platoon 
ofsappers, which had marched with the advanced guard, co- 
vered itself with glory : the chief of battalion Fcucbcre, 
of the forty-fourth, was wounded in leading his troops : I or- 
dered Herbert’s division to advance, which I formed on Oib 
lea of the road, whilst general Ilarispc marched, with his 
reserve, the one hundred and sixtccnlli regiment of Iho line, 
to the support of Uic first brigade. A last general cfTort 
was combined, and tlie second battalion oltbo one hundred 
and sixteenth was ordered to the left to turn the second 
redoubt. Its commander, Bugcaud, executed tlio movcrocut 
with cqualskill and vigour: Mesclop’s brigade rushed for- 
ward at the same time with irresistible fury, and wc cvoiy 
where rernmned masters oftlic field ofbattle. It woj Jn an 
instant coTcred vritli killed and wounded ; Uic Spaniards 
nnd Calabrians fled in disorder by the woods and loountams. 

As soon ns Inc troops were rallied, I made general Po- 
lort, commanding the cavalry, advance to follow the Koglii i, 
who precipitately retired by Ihc high road. I hoped to 

reach their artillcr), which they had succeeded in puttiog 
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ill rclrcal. The ibuiili hussars dofcalcd the Brunswick 
hussars, and nohvilhslanding sonic discharges from infantry, 
succeeded in taking four pieces of I'kigiish cannon, which 
they brought me with their horses, and two caissons : and 
also took much baggage and throe hundred prisons, (o add 
to one thousand two hundred killed and wounded. I’lic 
English Iwcnty-sovcnth regiment of the line was almost 
destroyed ; its colonel, and general Frederick Adam,aid- 
de camp to the piinccrcgent, were wounded ;agrcatnum- 
ber ofoniccrs iell in the action : our loss was very 
trifling iu comparison. 

“ A part of the garrison of Barcelona, commanded by 
general ^Jauricc oVIalhicu, and a division of the army of 
Catalonia, with four Italian battalions, had marched, dur- 
ing the night, under the orders of the general in chief Dc- 
cacn, to pass the Llohrcgat and the Noyn. Before arriving 
at ]Martorcil, general I\Iathicu hud to Tight and dislodge 
three of Frolics’ battalions in very diflicult positions. In 
the evening he made .some prisoners, and again set out for 
Saint Estevau and Saint Saturni. In the morning, he saw 
Monso’s corps and .some Calabrians in order of battle ; he 
ordered them to be attacked by general Ordonneau, who, 
with some horse, and only his advanced guard of the eight- 
eenth light, under the orders of the chief of battalion 
Pcllcgrin, ovcrUirew the two first battalions. The enemy 
dispcrsed,lcaving thirty prisoncrs,and fifty killed or wmund- 
ed. The general in chief, Dccacn, followed general M. 
Mathicu with all possible rapidity ; but in consequence o! 
the infinite difficullics, after a very long march, by roads 
the most impracticable, the cavalry, and even the infantry, 
only being able to advance one by one, at a distance, day 
advanced before they were able to take a position at Saint 
Saturni, 
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“ The attack ot the Col d’Ordal, 'which did not finish 
till two in the morning by slackening the march of the army 
of Arragon, (avoured my design for the remainder of the 
day The infantry followed at the break of day. General 
Delort, 'Who marched in advance the cavalrj, and the bat- 
talion of the commander Bugeaud: I ordered him to halt 
a league on this side of Villa Franca, behind the heights, 
trom whence the enemy’s army was discovered in order of 
battle in three lines A great ravine, the road, and a bridge 
intersected, covered the front , bis left approached the 
village of St. Cugat, m which our tirailleurs anticipated 
him. I had for an instant a hope that this army deployed, 
would have given time for our roovcmcnl being completed, 
hut lord Wilham Bentiock, no doubt aware of what there 
was dangerous m his position, only wished to make an ap- 
pearance for a moment , he broke up, and mado a passage 
by lines. The retreat immediately commenced, m good 
order, for Villa Franca. 1 made tlicorlillcrj and cavalry 
advance , the cannon quickly caused some disorder in the 
enemy’s columns 

‘‘Whilst wcpasscdlhora\inc,aijd my infantry debouch- 
ed to follow without delay tlic movement, tlic enemy left 
Villa Franca, and rc-formed in the rear. With an honour- 
able confidence, which was not deceived, all the mlnbifant* 
remained in their houses, and saw tlicir property and their 
persons Tc<ipccted, in the midst of one of the most hiely 
actions. The cavalrj began reaching the rear guard on 
Icavinglho town, colonel Clinstophc, ot the head of the 
hussars, nnd a squadron of cuiras«sicrs. hnskly pressed upon 
what the cannon had disordered ; a fire from infantry in am- 
bush, nnd the Bninswick hussars covered the enemy’s 
movement; charges were made on botli sides with great 
vigour. The brigade of Uic twenty fourth dragoons, and 
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the Wcstplmlinn light horse mnnociivred at the same ime 
upon llic right; General Meyer who conducted it, met ho 
twentieth English li^dil horse, and some hlack hussars : ho 
charged them with two stiuadrons. The first at the head 
of the troop, he found himself opposed to colonel Bcntinck, 
commanding tijc enemy’s cavalry ; they exchanged several 
sabre cuts. 

Whilst thus mixed, a battalion concealed in some 
woods and vineyards, suddenly opened a most lively fire ; 
the remainder of the twenty-fourth tlragoous proceeded, 
followed by the battalion commanded bv M. .lJu'’-caud 
which all the day formed the advanced guard of the army. 
The enemy, by favour of this last cirort passed a second 
ravine, and burnt the bridge upon tlic road, leaving more 
than one hundred and fifty horses taken, and a still greater 
miraber of men killed, wounded, or prisoners. The Black, 
or duke of Brunswick’s hussars, have particularly sunTcred 
in these last engagements ; from Uial moment deserters 
have an ived m considerable numbers. The English army 
occupied for a moment the position of Arbos and of La 
Vcndrill, from whence it gained in the night the Allafiilla 
load, which is a continual defile upon the sca-coast. -It ap- 
pears it is going to lake a position towards Cambrils and 
Hospitallct : the sick have been withdrawn from Tarra- 
gona, and the whole fleet has presented itself to cover the 
retreat. We have pushed forward to Vendrill, where E 
have established General Meyer wtli an advanced guard. A 
part of the Spaniards having retired upon the road to 
Igualada, the Westphalian light horse charged them with 
their usual bravery, and brought back some riicn and hor- 
ses belonging to the Mancha dragoons, a troop perfectly 
well mounted, and of good appearance. 

'' General Bentinck, on thfe IStli, asked me, by writing, 
vox,, in.- -NO. 61 . 2 Y 
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permission to pay tiie last honours to the captain of dra- 
goons, Hanson, a man of the greatest distinction for valour; 
I hastened topermit that an English officer should assist 
at them. 

" The enemy has lost more than three thousand five 
hundred men, not only in killed and wounded, but in pri- 
soners and deserters, without including the loss of his 
baggage and artillery. The troops which have fought, 
merit tlie greatest eulogimns: the artillery served witli the 
greatest distinction, and every arm evinced an unbounded 
ardour and devotion. I pray your Exeellency to receive 
the list oftlie different soldiers «ho have deserved rewords, 
and to submit it to his majesty. 

(Signed) **Tlie marshal duke ofALDurnuA. 

“ P. S, All the accounts whicli I receive from the for- 
tresses of Dcnia, Sagunlo, Pcniscola, 'Morelia, Lerida, 
Tortosa, andMcquinenza, nrosatisfactor)'; the garrisons 
in tlicm arc in good condition ; they have beaten the enemy 
•wlicncNcr he has made movements too near them, 

“ General baron Hobcrt, who commands nt Torlosft, 
has burnt all the boats they had collected upon the Lower 
Ebro, and gained brilliant advantages.” 

By the English account of this unfortunato nffair, it 
appears that lord WilUaro Bcntinck had only eleven hun- 
dred men, and tlirco Spanish regiments ; but marshal 
Suclict (ells his government that the ndvonccil guard on?y of 
tlie allies amounted to nine thousand men jtliat the allies lost 
upwards afthree thousand five hundred men in killed, wound- 
ed, prisoners, and deserters ;ond that lie took Uic baggage 
and artillery from their ormy. Without dt)ubl,b«tli thes 
nccQunts are defective, but it is imposilhlc for ns to aln 
tJm c:ract truth : wo can, .however, Imvo no hesitation ii. 
saving, that jmrt of the truth only has been publahcd by 
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Ulc English ministry, and thattljc French account has the 
appearance of exaggeration. Bnl it is certain tliat lord 
William Bcntinck, after his defeat, embarked for Sicily 
on tlio 22d of September. 

From tills disastrous aflair, hoircvcr, we have to direct 
our attention to a dispatch from field-marshal the marquis 
of Wellington, dated Lczaca, October 9, in which bis 
lordship informs us of his entry with the allied forces into 
the territories of France. On the morning of the 18th ot 
October, captain the earl of March, arrived with a dis- 
patch from the noble marquis, addressed to carl Bathurst, 
one of his majesty’s principal secretaries of stale, of winch 
the following is a copy : 

“ My Loan, Lczaca, October d. 

** Having deemed it expedient to cross the Bidassoa 
with tlic IcfLof the army, I have the pleasure to inform your 
liordship that that object was cfiectcd on the 7th instant. 

** Lieutenant-General sir Thomas Graham directed the 
first and fifth divisions, and the first l^ortugucsc brigade, 
under Brigadier General Wilson, to cross that river in 
three columns below, and in one above the site of the bridge, 
under the command of major-general Hay, the honourable 
colonel Greville, major-general the honourable Edward 
Stopford, and major-general Howard ; and lieutenat-gc- 
neral Don Manuel Freyre, directed that part of the sixth 
Spanish army, under his immediate command, to cross in 
three columns, at fords above those at which the allied, 
British, and Portuguese troops passed. The former were 
destined to carry the enemy’s entrenchments about and 
above Andaye, while the latter should carry those on tlie 
Montague Verte and on the height of Mandale, by which 
they were to turn the enemy’s left. 
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** The operations of botli bodies of troops succeeded in 
every point. The British and Portuguese troops took se- 
ven pieces of cannon in llie redoubts and batteries which 
they carried, and the Spanish troops one piece of cannon 
in those by them, 

<< T had particular satisfaction in observing the steadi- 
ness and gallantry of all the troops. The ninth British 
regiment were very strongly opposed, charged with bayo- 
nets more than once, and have suffered ; but I am happy to 
add, that in other parts of these corps our loss has not 
been severe. 

“The Spanish troops under lieutenant-general Don 
Manuel Freyro behaved admirably, and turned and carried 
the enemy’s entrenchments in the bill, with great dexterity 
and gallantry i and 1 am much indebted to the lieutenant- 
general, and. to Ueutenanl-gcneral sir Thomas Graham, nni) 
to the general and staff-officers of both corps, for the exe- 
cution of die arrangements for this operation. u . 

“ Lieutenant-general sir Thomas Graham having thus 
established, willun the French territor)', (lie troops of the 
allied, British and Portuguese army ,wlnch had been so fre- 
quently distinguished under his command, resigned the 
command to licutcnant-gciicrcl sir John Hope, who had 
arrived from Ireland iho preceding day. 

*' While this ^vas going on upon the (eft, major-general 
C. Baron Alton attacked, with the light division, the ene- 
my’s entrenchments in fhe Puerto dc Vera, supported by 
the Spanish division under hrigad/er-gcneral Longa; and 
the marcschaldcl campo Don Pedro Giron attacked the 
rncmj’ s cutrcnclimenlsand posts on tlie mountain, called 
La RlmneimmcdinfcJy on the right of the light division 
•nth the nnny of reserve of Ajidolusic. 
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“ Colonel Colborno, of lUe fifty-second regiment^ who 
coininandpd major-general Skerret’s brigade, in the ab- 
sence of the major-general, on account of his hcaU!'i, 
attacked the enemy’s right in a camp which they had strong- 
ly entrenched ; and the fift)‘-sccond regiment, under the 
command of Major Mein, charged in a most gallant style, 
and carried the entrenchment with thc'hayonct. The first 
and third Gagadorcs, and the second battalion ninety-fifth 
regiment, as well as the fifly-sccond, distinguished them- 
selves in this attack, 

" Major-general Kempt’s brigade attacked by the Puerto 
•where the opposition was not so severe ; and major-general, 
Charles Allen has reported his sense of the judgment 
displayed both by the major-general and by colonel Col- 
borne in these attacks ; and I am particularly indebted to 
major-general Charles Alton for the manner in which he 
executed tliis service : the light division took twenty-two 
olficcrs, and four hundred men prisoners, and three piece;? 
of cannon. 

“ These troops carried every tiling before them in the 
most gallant style, till they arrived at the foot of the rock 
on which the Hermitage stands ; and they made repealed 
attempts to take even that post by storm ; but it was im- 
possible to get np, and the enemy remained during tlie 
night in possession of the Hermitage, and on a rock on the 
same range of the mountain with the right of the Spanish 
troops. Sometime elapsed yesterday morning before tlie 
fog cleared away suffieiently to enable me to recon- 
noitre the mountain, which I found to be least inacessi- 
blc by its right, and that the attack of it might be con- 
nected with advantage with the attack of the enenay’s 
works in front of the camp of Sarre. I accordingly or- 
dered the army of reserve to conconti'ale to their right ; and 
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as soon as the concentration commenced, marcscbal del 
Campo Don Pcdi o Giron, ordered the battalion de las Or- 
dencs to attack (he enemj^s post on the rock on the right of 
the position occupied by his troops, which was instantly 
carried in the most gallant style. Thosetroops followedup 
their success, and carried an entrenchment on a hill, which 
protected the right of the camp of Sarre, and the enemy in;- 
mediately evacuated all tlieir works, to defend the ap- 
proaches to the camp, which were taken possession of by 
detachments from the seventh division, sent by lieute- 
nant general the carl of Dalhousic, through the Puerto 
do Eschalar, for fliis purpose. 

Don P. Giron tficn established q hattahon on the 
enemy’s left, on tlic rock of the Hermitage. It was too 
late to proceed farthcrlast night, and the enemy withdrew 
from their post at the Hermitage, and from tlic camp ol 
Sarre during tho night. 

« It gives me singular salisfaclion to report the good 
conduct of Iho ofliccrs and troops of tlic army of reserve 
of Andalusia as wcIHn the operations of the 7Ui inst,tts in 
lliosc of yesterday. The attack was made by tho battalion 
of Das Ordencs under the coimnnnd of colonel Horo j cs- 
terday, and made in as good order, and with ns mucfi spirit, 
os any tliat I have soon made by any troops ; and I »«-» 
much satisfied with the spirit and discipline of tlio wliolc 
of tills corps. 

" I cannot npplnnU too liighlj' tlio cjeculion of Ifio 
arrangements for tlio nttacks. by the maresclial del Campo 
V)on Tcilro Giron, and the general and stalT-otnecrs under 
Ins directions. ' ' 

■' I omitted to report to yonr lordship in mjr dispolch 
orthedIhinsInnt.lhatupoBiny’iray lo nonccsMiIles. on 
til* lit instant, I directed bngndicr-geoeral Campbell (o 
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eiulcavour to carry ofl’ the cnemy’i; {)ic!ccls in liis front, 
whicli he attacked on that night, and completely succeeded, 
with the Portuguese troops under his command, in carry- 
ing the \Yholc of one picket, consisting of seventy men ; a 
fortified post on the mountain of Arolla was likewise 
stormed, and the whole garrison put to the sword. 

Since T addressed your lordship last, I have received 
dispatches from lieutenant-general , Clinton, in Catalonia, 
to the 3d instant. The general was still at Tarragona, 
and the enemy were in their old position on the Llobrcgat. 

“ Lieutenant-general lord William Bcntinck had em- 
barked for Sicily on the 22d of September. 

“ I send this dispatch by my aid-de-camp, captain the 
carl of March, whom I beg to recommend to your lord- 
ship’s protection. 

“ I have the honour to be. See. 

(Signed) “ Wr.i.LiXGTON. 

“ lihclose a return of the loss incurred in the late opera- 
tions ; and arcturn of the killed, wounded, and missino-of 
the army under lieutenant-general lord William Bcntinck, 
m the affairs at Ordal, on the 12lh a)ul 13th ultimo. 

“ Relurn of the Killed, TVonmkd, and Misshig, of the 
ArniT/ under the Command of his Excellency Field-Mar- 
shal the Marquis of Wellington, K. G. in the Passage 
of the Bidassoa, atid forcing the Enemy's Ernes, on the 
7th and^dlh October, 1813. 

" Total British loss— One captain, three lieulenanls, 
five Serjeants, one drummer, sixty-nine rank and file, killed ; 
one major, twelve captains, twenty-two lieutenants, four 
ensigns, one staff, thirty-eight seijeants, three^drummers, 
four hundred and nineteen rank and file, wounded ; five, 
rank and file missing. 

Total Portuguese loss — One lieutenant-colonel, one 
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captain, one lieutenant, two ensigns, tvo seijftants, fortj- 
ono rank and file, killed jonc major, one captain, two lieu- 
tenants, seven ensigns, finceu scrjcants, one drummer, otw 
hundred and fill) -two rank and file, wounded ; eight ratils 
and file, missing. 

“ General total — One licutcnant-colonel, two cap- 
tains, four lieutenants, two ensigns, seven scijcants, 
one drummer, one huudred and ten rank and file killed; 
two majors, thirteen captains, twenty-four Uculcnants, 
eleven ensigns, one staff, forty-eight scrjcants, four drum- 
mers, five hundred and soventy-ono rank and file wounded ; 
thirteen rank and file, missing. 

“ Accurate returns have not been received of tiioSpa- 
nish loss, but it is estimated atsoven hundred oud Cfly 
killed, wounded, and missing. 

(Signed) ** E. M. Pakunham, Adj.-Gcn.'" 

Thus hy the marquis of Wellington’s dispatch it 
nppe.iTS that the allied forces entered the French ter- 
ritory. It is, therefore, now upwards of two hun- 
dred and sixty years, reckoning from the loss of Ca- 
lais, since the British, with hostile intent, occupied a 
portion of giound In what may he called Old France. 
By Old France wc mean France ns it was before Uio 
accession of the great fcudatoncs of Burgundy, Brit- 
tany, &c. (oils domain. 

'Fliat the French arc gtiining strength in the south of 
Francois evident from the bullctm which was issued by the 
Fi)gh'«h gosernment, which slates, Umt on iho night of the 
12lh of October, the French attacked and carried the re- 
doubt in the camp of Saire, and made one hundred and 
foiiy'prisoners, and that on the morning of the 13lli, the 
enemy made an attack on tlio advanced posts of (he army 
of Atidaluaia. Tlic same hulleUn likewise asserts, that 
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the Ficncli army had been considerably reinforced by bo- 
dies of recruits raised by the recent conscriptions *. Of 
this, however, we shall have occasion to speak more fully 
hereafter. 

The following is an extract from a letter, dated Left 
Column, camp near Andayc in France, Oct. 9, 18115 : 

“ The passage of the Bidassoa was one of the most 
gallant feats, and one of the finest sights ever seen. The 
allied forces entered the stream at the dilTcrcnt fords ai sign- 
ed to llicm, with their muskets slung at their backs, re- 
gardless of a galling fire of musketry, witli which the 
enemy peppered them all the time ; and in return only 
looking up occasionally at the Frenchmen, when tho bul- 
lets rippled the waters near tliem, with the most perfect 
contempt and coolness, saying, in a good-humoured way, 
among themselves, * only w'ait a little while, good friends, 
and wc will be with you presently.’ In this manner, hold- 
ing each other’s hands, to make their fooling more se- 
cure, they made their way through the waters, which wore 
almost breast higii, till they gained the French bank, where 
they formed themselves with astonishing quickness, and 
with the utmost order, as fast as they came up, witliout 
waiting for any word of command ; and as soon as they 
were formed moved forward to the several points of attack , 
which they carried in the most gallant style. .Soult, whe- 
commanded the French on this occasion, was very con- 
spicuous, being splendidly dressed and mounted, and de- 
corated with all his orders. He was extremely active, but 
all tp no purpose. All that he or his men could do had 
not the least effect in keeping back ours. Lord Welling- 

* 'X'ins conscription was for two hundred and eighty thou 
sand men, which it seems was readily obeyed. 

.^von. in, — NO. 61. 2 a • 
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ion, who attended merely as a spectator, to see the execu- 
tion of Lis orders under the direction of general Graham, 
•>Vds dressed m a plain brow n ^reat coat. He had the gra- 
tification of seeing every thing done to liis utmost viahes, 
without finditig It necessarj m the least decree to interfere 
pexsonoMy. He wished to let sir Thomas Graham *, whose 
servicf*3 had been so great at St. Sebastian, haic the cre- 
ditor tsmg the Bnijsli standard on Ffcnch ground.” 

The marquis ol Weniogton continued araarmgl) ac- 
tive, wilhthe fotcea under lus comtnaud, but being now on 
the French side of the Btdassoa, the French ge;ieral was 
hkeinac on the alei t , and by the marquis’s despatch, which 
is dated Vera, October 18, 1813, it appears, that the ene- 
my u oved general Paris’s division from Olcron to the 
neighbourhood of St. Jean de Pio do Port, as soon as (he 
left cf the allies made its movement on the 7ii» ins(an(. 

On the night of tlic ISth the enemy attacVcA and 
earned the redoubt \\\ tUo camp of Sarre, which was 
held by o picket of forty men of tho army of reserve 
of Andalusia, wlio «crc taken, ns well as ono hundred 
pioneers After having possession of the redoubt, the 
enemy made an uUack quiUc morning of the 13th, upon 
the advanced posts of (he army of Andalnsn, under (he 

• Licetcnanl-gcntraf sir 'Hiomas Gralntn, after haring 
esVabUshcvl himself m Trance, returned (o Tngfand on ac- 
count of ilJ-henlili, and was succeeded in lus coimnatid by 
s r John Hope, whose rrptdilion to die arm) was fxtraor- 
d'lury ; for he dined at HtiMmoti the 2<th of Sepirmbtr 
fsdtd from Cork on lhci!7l}i, nrrued at Coninna on the 2n0 
of October, joined (he bcadejuarters on the 3n(, and tasted 
viclory on Trtnch ground on the 7th Sir'niomai Graham 
brongiu to Knghnd with him the Trench flag which na* 
tjois'rdat Vhc castle ofSt Sehastuiu 
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ioramand of Marischal del Campo Don Pedro Giron, 
with a view to regain possession of those works which they 
had lost on the 8th, winch they constructed in front of thfs 
camp of Sarre. It was at first imagined and reported, 
that the real attack was on the • side of the Hermitage 
of La B-hume, but it was confined entirely to the ad- 
vanced posts of the army of Andalusia, and was re- 
pulsed by them without difficulty. 

“ I had every reason, ” says the noble marquis, to 
be satisfied with the conduct of Marischal del Campo 
Don P. Giron, and the general staff and other officers 
and the soldiers under his command, upon this occa- 
sion. I had again occasion to observe particularly the 
steadiness of the regiment of Ordenes, under the com- 
mand of colonel Hore. Nothing of importance has 
occurred on any part of the line, but it appears that 
the enemy have been reinforced by considerable bodies 
of recruits, raised by the recent conscriptions.” His 
lordship concludes his despatch by saying, that he had 
received no reports from Catalonia since he sent his last 
despatch. 

The attention of the marquis of Wellington was 
now turned towards Pampeluna, and from the distressed 
state of the garrison, it was expected that it could not be 
long before it surrendered to the allies. So great, indeed* 
were the distresses of the town, that it was confident^ 
asserted, that the governor of Pampeluna sent a messenger 
to the Spanish army, demanding food fontheir countiymen 
vnthin the walls, saying, " that they had no more tlian suffi* 
cient to serve them to the 25th of October.” This request 
was refused, and the governor was informed, thait a French 
soldier should be put to death for every native who migHu 
die of famine after the 26th,. if the garrison had rations. 
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of Wellington have been so astonishing, that the mind can 
scarcely keep pace mth the rapid motion of q \ enls. The 
reality indeed exceeds all the fictions of romance, and the' 
occurrences of an age are compressed wdlhin the period of 
a montli. The noble marquis not only merely entered 
France, but in one glorious day he overthrew the strong 
labours of the French, It was supposed by some that 
lord Wellington would stop to besiege Bayonne,*rvIiich by 
its position, as weU as by its works, is very strong ; but 
others apprehended tliat his lordship would adv ance to 
Bordeaux. The latter opinion was so prcialcht in Uic 
country, that dispatches were immediately sent off to Pari«, 
and a decree was instantly made for tlic formation of tu o 
armies of one hundred thousand men fsach, one for Bour* 
dcaux and another forTurin : Oils decree was dated on U>c 
10th of November j and as Bayonne is only four hundred „ 
and twenty -five miles distant from Paris, there is Ultlo 
doubt but the defeat of Soutt, and the capture of his posts, 
must hare been known to the French govemroent at the 
time the decree was issued. Lord Wellington, however, 
shewed great sagacity in not sufferinghis plans to transpire, 
and whether he intended to besiege Da}onne, or proceed 
toward Bourdeaux, he acted with great caution. 

■NVe must, however, resume our account of Uie opera- 
tions ontlie French side of the Bidassoa, which were indeed 
1 cry trifling since the dispatches given aboic; for the 
principal part of the countiy between the Adour and the 
Nhc, and the Nivc and Ibc Bidassoa, appear to have 
operated agmnst any active measttres on the port of the 
allies ; and tbc accounts from France went so n.s far as to 
say, that lord Wellington bad found itnecessar)* to send a 
great part of bis artillery across tlic Bida.ssoi, whence it 
was coufidcttUy expected Uiat he would shortly order the 
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Flattering accounts of the Firench. 

army to return to Spain ; and that for two reasons ; fir&ti,. 
because the climate at this season of the year, and the 
incessant rains which fell for some time, had occasioned 
sickness among his forces, and many of them had died 
through the inclemency of the weather ; and, secondly, be- 
cause the French army under marshal Soult was gaming 
great strength, from the innumerable bodies of conscripts 
which were continually marching to join him, in bodies of 
two and three hundred at a time ; from which it was calcu- 
lated that his army would, in the course of a few days, be 
increased upwards to twenty thousand men. 

In the accounts received at Paris from Pau, dated Nov 
27, is the following ; “ General Harispe has just enterej 
the town of Pau with a strong division of troops, corain^^ 
from Catalonia. These brave troops, who have grown old 
under the banners of victory, have been welcomed with 
cries of Vive I Empereur aiSt. Gaudens, at Tarber, and 
on the Avhole of their route they have been received as on a 
festival ; every one has been eager to provide them with the 
best- lodgings and food. At Pau we have readily followed 
this example. The arrival of general Harispe, who is a 
Basque, has excited a noble enthusiasm in this country, 
and a crowd of volunteers are come to place themselves 
under his standards to serve the emperor, and defend their 
counti-y and their property. This generous ardour has, 
no doubt, not a little contributed to the retrograde motion 
of the enemy. Almost all his artillery is repassing the Bidas- 
soa,”— -Althongh some part of the above account may be 
exaggerated, there was, no doubt, truth in some of the 
particulars ; for, by our accounts, it is said, the army of 
Gallicia, which has been so long in movement, has arrived 
at Medina de Pomar on the Ebro, and some strong detacii- 
ments from the Spanish forces have been sent in the dtteV>- 
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tion ot Catalonia, winch, we apprehcniT, may have been 
done in consequence of genevot Harispe’s arfival at Fan 
By a letter from a gentleman of tlie Commissarnt, on the 
accuracy of whose communication we completely relj, it 
appears, that flags of truce have been frequently passing 
to and from tlic British and Trencli head quarters on 
the Spanish frontiers Sir George Collier, who bad been 
some time on abore serving with the arm) , was the hearer 
of the flag of truce from lord Wellington. He was not, 
upon any of these occasions faN cured with an intcnicw 
with marshal Soult, hut deh\crcd bis coinmuntcaliom to 
one Or other of the marshals aides dc'cnmp It said, 
that the last time he nciil, the aide-de-camp, whoreccivcd 
him,eri{er(aiDed turn with a flippant harangue upon the great 
resources of France, and fondly vonnlcd that ns soon ns 
the now conscripts were completely organized and disci 
\)hncd, Napoleon Moold resume his foriner nseendnney fit 
c^ery point 

Corunna papers to the lOth of November reached Ijon- 
don on llie night of the I3lh of December, ond contained 
the following Proclamation, addressed (o the people of 
Prance by the marquis ol Wellington, on entering the 
French territory, assuring them of protection for tbeir per* 
sons and property, and confirming that promise by the or- 
ders subjoined, w Inch documents have not licen before pub- 
lished in tins country 

Procl(’:nntton front Fichl Marshal the Marqttis of ff’rl 
Ungion, to the Vromh People 
'• Upon entering your country, know that I bavegiten 
Oio roost poMtiNc orders (a translation of winch is jomrd 
to this) to prevent those cviU winch are llic ordinary comr- 
qurnrenofUio mvasion, winch yon know i* flic ' f 
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that which> your government made into Spain, and of tlie 
triumphs of the allied army under my command. 

“ You may he certain that I will carry these orders into 
execution, and I request of you to cause to be arrested, and 
conveyed to my head-quarters, all those who, contrary to 
these dispositions, do you any injury. But it is required 
that you should^remain in your houses, and take no part 
whatever in the operations of the war, of which your country 
is going to bcome the theatre. 

(Signed) “Wellington.” 

ORDERS. 

“ Although the country which is in front of the army be 
an hostile one, the general-in-chief anxiously desires that 
the inhabitants should be well treated, and properly respect- 
ed, as has hitherto been the case. 

“ The officers and soldiers must remember that their nat 
tions are at war with France, only because he who is at the 
head of the government of the French nation, will not per- 
mit them to be at peace, and wishes to oblige them to submit 
to his yoke ; they must not forget that the greatest evils 
which the enemy has suffered in his shameful invasion of 
Spain and Portugal, have proceeded from the disorders and 
cruelties, which the, soldiers, authorised, and even encou- 
raged by their chief, committed upon the unfortunate and 
peaceable inhabitants of the country. 

“ It would be inhuman and unworthy of the nations to 
which the general-in-chief alludes, to revenge that conduct 
upon the peaceable inhabitants of France, and this ven- 
geance would in every case cause the army evils similar, or 
even greater, than the enemy has suffered in the Peninsula, 
would be very opposite to the public interest. 

VOL. in. — No. 62. 3 a ' 
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“ The same regulations must IhereForo be observed b 
the cities and villages of France, as have hitherto been 
rractised in the requisitions and receipts for prosWonct, 
v;hich may be drawn from the counfry, and the .commis- 
saries belonging to each army of the diflerent nations will 
receive from their respective geocral-in-cbief orders rclafivo 
to the mode of payment for the provisions, and the time 
mthin which the payments must he made.” 

It must be in the recollection of our readers, that ge- 
neral Ballasleros refused, at one period, to act under the 
orders of lord Wellington, and consequently resigned his 
command ; for wliicli that mdefallgablc general was arrest- 
ed, and committed to prison. It appears, however, that 
his partizans in Spain were extremely dissatisfied, and that 
disturbances occasionally look place in consequence of tlic 
treatment that general received from the Cortes. The fol- 
lowing extract may servo to throw some light upon th't 
aflUir •* 

Extract of a Letter from Chrfis, iVbr. 20, 1813. 

“A detachment of the army of Andalusia, consisting of 
rbout three thousand men, arrived here jcslerdny. TIm 
force has been judged sufficient to keep in check the po- 
pulace, uho, since the late events, can no lunger endure the 
sight ofllic English. The officer commanding the detach 
ment iiDon Pedra d’ Aguilar, nn old officer of rank, who 
has served under Ballasteros. 

•' This latter is still confined in the fortress of Ceuta, 
where he atones for the crime of having refused to ac- 
knowledge lord Wellington os supreme head. 

•* Ikdlnstrros i* atruo Spaniartl, vho has shewn ade- 
ofsivenes’* of character, und who has still numerous friendf 
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Spanish troops ordered to obey none but their own officers. 

in Spain, particularly in the Castifes, and in Andalusia. A 
letter is circulated among the public, from this general, to 
the president of the Cortes, which has made a great im- 
pression on people’s minds, and in which is the following 
passage : 

After having served the common cause with some suc- 
cess, I am deprived of my liberty ; and yet I cannot be 
charged but with having refused to disgrace the Spanish 
character, and not having chosen to submit to the humiliat- 
ing orders of an Englishman. Shall Spain be like Poi’- 
tugal, only an English colony ? I have too good an opinion 
of my counti'ymen, to conceive that they can thus sacrifice 
their honour and their independence, and submit to the 
yoke which England desires to impose on them.” 

“ They say that it is intended to send General Ballasteros 
to London.” 

That there is a sort of disagreement between the Spa- 
niards and the English appears probable ; for even the 
French papers take notice of it. By accounts from Bour- 
deaux, dated December 3, it appears that intelligence 
had been received, which spake of the misunderstanding 
that subsisted between the English and the Spaniards. It 
was likewise asserted that a Madrid Gtazette had been re- 
ceived at Bayonne, containing a decree of the Cortes, or- 
dering the Spanish troops to obey only their own generals, 
and to take no orders from the English commanders. The 
Spaniards rank apart in the army, and do not mix either 
with the English or the Portuguese. 

TheFrench papers likewise contain letters from the array 
of Arragon and Catalonia, of which the following are co- 
pies ' 
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Paris, Dec. 10 

WAR DEPARTMENT,^ — ARMY OP ARRAGON AND 
CATALONIA. 

Copy oj^a letter to his Excellency the BTinister at ff’ar, 
Jromthe JSTarshal Dtiheof AlbuJera,comrnnnilU}g the 
Army of Arragonand Catalonia 

** Barcelona, N’ox. 23. 

** Sin — -I have the bonourto submit to your Excettcncy 
a copy of a letter from lUe commandant of Pcniscola. 
The situation of that place is very satisfactory Its stock 
of provisions cannot be estimated, because it has been 
much increased by the successive arrivals of privateers. 

“ Your Excellency will observe timt the garrison of 
Tortosa had on the Idth a new advantage over ll>c ene- 
my. lhavc no otlicr information than that of the com- 
mandant Bardoub bull believe it correct. 

“ I have news from Lcrida oflhc I4tb> which leave no- 
thing to wish respecting llie state of the place, the tfojos, 
and provisions. 

“ I am, etc. 

(Signed) Tile 5tarsbat Duke of AtnuFr.nA.'’ 
Letter from M. Bardoul Commandant of Pcmscoln, to 
General St. Cyr Niegnes, Chief of the EtahMaJor of 
the Army oJArragon and Catalonia, Nox. SiO. 

“ Si«eo the Btb wc have bad two rngngcjnvnks of out 
posts with the enemy, w|jo was so well reccired, that he 
lias not fired a shot since. The troops are rmployed in 
works useful to the place, which might be dispensed with 
indeed, but which is jirudent to do when there is time. 

** On the ICtli the garrison ofTortosa made asally on the 

«ide ofAmposta, and d:J mutb 'u Ibeeneuiy. On 
the 17th several aaggonn with wounded passed Rap'ita. 
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The roads inundated from rain. 

The head-quarters, which were at Uldecona, are now at 
Vinaroy* 

“Baedout.” 

Despatches, of which the following are extracts, were 
received at eai’l Bathurst’s ofiice, on the 14th of Decem- 
ber, from the marquis of Wellington, dated St. Jean de 
Luz, the 22d and 28th of November ; 

Nov. 22. 

The rain Avhich commenced on the 11th instant, conti- 
nued, almost without interruption, till the 19th at night, 
and has left the roads and country in such a state as to be 
at this moment impracticable for any general movement of 
the army. 

“ Lieutenant-general Sir Rowland Hill reconnoitred 
the enemy’s posts at the tete-de-pont at Cambo, on the 12th, 
and again on the 16th ; the enemy withdrew from it on the 
latter day, having blown up the bridge. 

“ Nothing of importance has occurred since, excepting 
that on the 18th instant the enemy reconnoitred lieutenant- 
general Sir John Hope’s advanced posts, on which occa- 
sion brigadiei’-general Wilson was unfortunately wounded. 

“ Marshal Sir William Beresford, on the same day drove 
the enemy’s posts across the bridge of Urdains, and esta- 
blished his there. On the following morning before da}'- 
light, the enemy made an attempt to drive them in, and 
destroy the bridge ; they failed in both attempts ; and the 
marshal praises the conduct of the ninth Portuguese regi- 
ment, under colonel Sutton-, in the first operation, and that 
of the eleventh Cagadores, under colonel Duersbach, in 
noth. 

“ My last reports from Catalonia are dated the 3d of 
November, and nothing of importance had occurred.” 
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General success of ellin^K n 

Nov 2b, 1813 

“ Nothing of importance has occurred since I addrcsseil 
5 onr lordslnp on the 22d instant. 

“ The situation of our line required that the advanced 
posts of tlio light division should bo pushed more forward 
than they were,iv Inch was eOected on thc28d , but the troops 
having gone rather more forward than was intended, and 
having got under the fire of the entrenched camp near 
Ba) onne, it w as necessary to withdraw llicm, in doing winch 
some loss, or«Ju6h I enclose a return, was wcHTrci}, and 
Captain Hobkirh, of the fort) Hurd, was made prisoner 
“ My last reports from Cilalonia are of the 18lh, « 
uluch period no change had taken place ” 

Relmnof KtUtd, TfounM.and Missing tf die Amt/ 
under the Command of hs rxcdlcncy Field Marshal 
die Marquis o/irdlinglon, K. G.anihe SSdo/ Notem- 
her, iei3 

Total Jlntisblosa — Ooo liculcn-tat, one scqcnnl, Oncen 
rank and nio killed , two licnlcnanls, nine nerjennts, lorl> 
flic rank nnd flic, wounded , one captain, fourteen rank 
end flic, missing. 

Total Portngneso loss— ono rank nnd file killid 
Tlio successes ofCeld mnrsiial llio marquis of Wellmg- 

ton.nUlitaigliconCncd witlnn a coropornluclj small tract nf 
lerrilor}, were splendid nnd ofgrent importance - nnd on 

the 29tli of December, major UiH. oidc-ile-cnmp, nnd 
licpbcw to lieutenant-general sir Rowland Hill, armed ml 
a despatch from bis lordship, from which the following » 
c\,lracled 

St Jean dr /Jrr. ^ 

*• Since th iprtn^** retreat fr«w the U/'**' 
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Sir John Hope wounded. 

occupied a position in front of Bayonne, which had been 
entrenched with great labour since the ba+tle fought at 
Vittoria in June last. 

‘‘ It was impossible to 'attack the enemy in this position, 
as long as they remained in force in it, 

I had determined to pass the Nive immediately after the 
passage of the Nivelle, but was prevented by the bad state 
of the roads, and the swelling of all the rivulets occasioned 
by the fall of rain in the beginning of that month. The 
enemy were driven from the right bank of the river, and 
retired towards Bayonne, by the great road of St. Jean 
Pied de Port. Those posted opposite Cambo wei'e nearly 
intercepted by the sixth division, and one regiment was 
driven from the road and obliged to march across the 
country. 

“ On the 10th in the morning, the enemy moved out of 
the intrenched camp with their whole army, with the ex- 
ception only of what occupied the woi-ks opposite to sir 
Rowland Hill’s position, and drove in the pickets of the 
light division, and of sir John Hope’s corps, and made a 
most desperate attack upon the post of the former at the 
chateau and church of Arcangues, and upon the advanced 
posts of the 'latter, on the high road from Bayonne to St. 
Jean de Luz, near the mayor’s bouse of Biaritz. Both 
attacks were repulsed in the most gallant style by the troops, 
and sir John Hope’s corps took about five hundred prison- 
ers. “ The brunt of the action with sir John Hope’s ad- 
vanced post fell upon the first Portuguese brigade, under 
brigadier-general A. Campbell, and upon m^or general 
Robinson’s brigade of the fifth division, which moved up 
to their support. 

“ Sir John Hope received a severe contusion. “ After 
the action was over, the regiments of Nassau and Frank- 
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The French attack iir Rowland Hill 

fort, under the command of colonel Kruse, came over to 
the posts of major general Ross’s brigade of the fourth 
division, which were formed for the support of the 
centre 

When the night closed, the enemy were still in large 
force in front of our posts, on iht, ground from which they 
had driven the pickets Tliey retired, however, during the 
night, from lieutenant general sir Jolm Hope’s front, leav- 
ing small posts, which were immediately driven in 'llicy 
still occupied, in force, the ndgeonwhich the pickets of the 
light division (nd stood , and it was obvious tint the w hole 
army was still m front of our left , and about three in tho 
afternoon, tliey again drove in lieutenant general sir John 
Hope’s pickets, and attacked Ins posts They w ere again 
repulsed vnth considerable loss 

Tho attack was re commenced on the morning of the 
IQth with the same want of success , the first division, un 
der major general Howard, having relieved the fiflli divi 
Sion , and tho enemy discontinued it m tho nftemoon, nnd 
retired entirely withm the intrenched camp on that night 
They never icncwed the attack on the posts of the light 
division after llic 10th 

** The first div ision, under major general Ilownrd, were 
not engaged until tho I2th, when tho enemy’s attack was 
more feeble, but ftio guards conducted themselves with 
their usual spirit, 

“ Iho enemy havinglhus filled in oil their attack*, vnth 
tlicir whole forccupon ourlcft, withdrew intothrirmtrcncl 
inents, on the night of the 12l!i, and passed a large forc^ 
through IhivonLc, with wbicb, on the morning of 13lh 
they made a most dcsperateottack upon hentrnant getirrai 

i!ir Howland Hill 

“ J» expect ilion of this attack, I Ind requested marshH 
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Return of the allied Loss. 

sir W. Beresford to reinforce the lieutenant-general with 
the sixth division, which crossed the Nive at day dight on 
tlmt morning ; and I further reinforced him by the fourth 
division, and two brigades of the tliird division. 

“ The expected arrival of the sixth division gave the 
lieutenant-general great facility in making his movements ; 
but the troops under his own immediate command had de- 
feated and repulsed the enemy with immense loss before 
their arrival. The principal attack having been made along 
the high road, from Bayonne to St. Jean de Port. 

“ Two guns and some prisoners were taken from the 
enemy, who being beaten at all points, and having suflered 
considerable loss, were obliged to retire upon their intrench- 
ment 

The enemy marched a large body of cavalry across 
the bridge of the Adour yesterday evening, and retired 
their force opposite to sir R. Hill this morning towards 
Bayonne. 

Thefollowing is a return of the Killed, Wounded, and Miss- 
ing, of tliedrmy under the Command of his Excellency 
Field-Marshal the Marquis of Wellington, K. G. in the 
Operations connected with the Passage oftheRiverNixe, 
on the^th,\tlth, Wth, \2th, andl^th, of Dec€mher,\%\2t. 
Killed. — Two lieutenant-colonels, three majors, nine cap.- 
tains, thirteen lieutenants, four ensigns, one staff, fifteen 
seijeants, four drummers, five hundred and ninety-nine 
rank and file, thirteen horses. 

Wounded. — Four general staff, eight lieutenant- colonels, 
fourteen majors, sixty-four captains, eighty-nine lieute- 
nants, forty-five ensigns, jrine staff, two hundred and fif- 
teen Serjeants, twentyrfive drummers, three thousand 
four hundred and thirty-four rank and file, twenty-on« 
horses. 

■VOL. 111. — No. 62. ■ 3 B 
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PcsertioQ from French and British standards. 

Sli'ssing". — Orle colonei, two majors, five captains, five Rcu- 
tenants, tlirse ensigns, one staff, fourteen seijeants, six 
drilmmers, four Itttndred and sixty-seven rank and file, 
one horse. 

Notwithstanding the above success of the allied amyf 
it does notappearthat (ord Wellington was able to make 
any advance, and it was strongly suspected that his lord* 
ship would not hive it in his power to remain long in his 
position, without suffering dreadful loss from tlie peslileu* 
tial nature of the swamps, and the growing force of Sonlh 
fils lordship also had been under the necessity of making 
severe examples of several person>, to repress pillage and 
devastation. 

We have above observed, that two regiments, Oiose of 
Nassau and Frankfort, deserted from the French, and join- 
ed the allies, to tlie amount of about seventeen hundred 
men*; but, on the other hand, about twelve hundred of 
OUT troops deserted t!ic Britbh standard, and went over to 
the French. 

We have been favoured with the sight of a letter from 
Passages, of the llth instant from a gentleman who 
was an cyc-wilness of the battle of tJio Olh, and who 
states tliattho ground at Anglct, lowhicii sir John Hope 
then advonecd. vras so uncomfortable for the troops, 


• ’riieMaifiatgun'bnK arrived on Tuesday, Dec. 20, 
Plvtnouth, having transports under coruoy, »iththc rrg^ 
m/nts of Nassau and Frankfort, uhichleft Soultand 
^n tolordWcU-uietonon the loth imt. 

,sete .entto Holhnd, ihat c«mtry 

eottrae for them to proeieJ W ,«« the .tendml, of thrtr cm' 

Irymen on ibe Uhine. 
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Battle between Wellington and Soult. 

that after having firmly established himself there for the 
night, he had resolved to retire to his former position at 
day-break. The writer adds, that the night was wet and 
comfortless, and the roads in the very worst possible state. 
We learn from the French accounts that the I’ain on the 
following days was excessive ; so that without attributing 
much to French valour, though, perhaps, they had a share 
in it, we can easily conceive it possible, that the successes 
of the 9th may have proved less beneficial in their imme- 
diate result, than they at first promised. 

Thus have we given an account of the actions, which 
were fought between the allied army under lord Wellington 
and the French forces under marshal Soult, from the mar- 
quis of Wellington’s despatches, and from the French rela- 
tions received from Bayonne, iiord Wellington’s des- 
patches appear to be written with clearness and perspicui- 
ty ; and, notwithstanding a series of actions continued for 
five successive days, we do not find that he mentions the 
taking of many prisoners, colours, or cannon, as in the 
battle of Vittoria, but yet that he was always success- 
ful ; and, from the French accounts, it would seem, that 
marshal Soult was as uniformly successful. The French 
say, that the allies lost ten or twelve thousand men in killed 
and wounded, and lord Wellington admits his loss, in kill- 
jd, wounded, and missing, to amount to five thousand and 
sixty. The French account exaggerates our loss, and 
our own, perhaps, does fiot go to the extent it ought. 
But to enable us properly to appreciate this new achieve- 
ment of our brave commander, we should bear in mind 
that an offensive movement on our part occasioned if. 
The gi’ound we acquired by that offensive movement, small 
as it is, we retain. 

After the battles from the 9th to the 13th of December, 
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Sir J Dowule t Letter to <he Sssaatili GoT{t> 

lord Wellington proceeded to form regulations for the 
carrying on oftradc in tlie ports of Freueb Navarre, south 
of the Adoar , to ofTect wbreb, bis lordship published a 
proclamation on the I8th of December. 

Tile successes of lord Wellington, however, continued, 
and although the French seemed determined not to allow 
him to remain long at rest, jet his lordship's eOorta appc'ir 
to have been miiformly attended with success, as may be 
seen m his despatch, dated St Jean de Luz, January 
9, 1814 

^le following admirable document ofsirJohn Downie, 
containing an address to the Spanish congress, descries 
particular attention It is almost unnecessary to inform 
the reader that this British ofiiccr has acted a conspicuous 
and most mentonous part in the occurrences of Spain for 
iho hst five years lie was, daring that time, the enthu- 
siastic admirer, and a sttcnuuus supporter of the ciuso 
during its various vicissitudes Ifis address is dnwn tip 
with tlie hluntness of a sol licr and the candour of n fnciid 
It depicts forciblj the galhntrj and uiihcnding perseve- 
rance of the Spaniards, nbi/st it laments that proper mea 
sures were never adopted to provide those bme mm. 
mIio had t'lhcn up arms, with the ncccssorr clothing and 
other supplies, jndispcnsalJe w a state of actnc war/arr 

Transfatian cj a LcUer from sir J, T>ov:nie, Cobnt\ 

CoviPiandani of tht Zwgion o/ Ettromadura, to the 

Spnutsh Carter 

“ Si AMaKPS, CoSIfATRlOTS I 

*' our heroic MndertaVing against the Tjrant of J o 
rope, conducted me to yocr *fandafds ' since that period 
I hive lud the honoor to participate wdb yoar soidirn 

the glo-n>us fimts of their ettthusiasm, itiur lalmr, soJ 
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Sir J. Downie’s Letter. 

their constancy. 1 admire these heroes beyond descrip- 
tion, and adore them as the first spring towards the libera- 
tion of the continent : their military conduct is so recom- 
mendable, that it admits comparison only with themselves. 
I have seen and observed, with peculiar and continued ad- 
miration, in the most adverse as well in the most prospe- 
rous times of the glorious insurrection, the Spanish soldier 
always demonstrate magnanimity, and an unalterable con- 
formity, in the midst of that indigence with which, in these 
most opposite epochs, he was always surrounded. This 
Spanish virtue is beyond imitation ; and is the morre laud- 
able when compared with that apathy and neglect, with 
which the authorities of the nation have conducted them- 
selves towards the defenders of her independence and her 
rights. 

“ It is singular, that the same sovereign government, 
who have wished to sustain the national dignity, have not 
at the same time duly taken care to put in practice the 
only and indispensible mode of securing it ; and that hav- 
ing settled the I'elative rights, privileges, and duties of the 
Spanish citizen, in their wise political constitution, they 
have not also prescribed and put in practice those ener- 
getic measures which are calculated to put in the proper 
place her armed force — the only appui of the civil and po- 
litical existence of the nation, and the most powerful and 
necessary members of society ; knowing .that society, un- 
der such circumstances, to be filled with men of such va- 
rious passions. 

“ I cannot see without bitterness, that the Spanish sol- 
dier yet exists in the extreme of indigence which has not 
varied ; nor can 1 believe that is compatible Avilh rational 
principles,, or even that it is decorous, or becoming the 
dignity of the national character. I still see the Spanish 
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soldier on the P^rennees, •without tents, half-clothed, and 
often not half fed ; but I am 61Ied with tenderness to sec 
him depreciating this species of ingratitude, enduring 
without complaint his fatigues, marching cheerfully and 
bravely against the enemy, and gbriously shedding his 
blood in defence of his country. Tins citizen, who ought 
to bo the idol ofhis ihllows, has known how to conquer 
those who would enslave bis soil, and now treads victon- 
ously thcPiench territory, with the same magnanimity, hut 
m equal indigence. This patience, under prnation, of 
tlie Spanish soldier, is the admiration of the allies, who 
cannot but at Uie same time observe the neglect of lliose, 
to whom bo has a just and natural claim to looW for pro- 
tection. It is certain that Iho proud colossal power of 
Bonaparlo may lie said to lio destroyed. The peace of 
Europe, and tlio independence of lici notions, arc nearly 
secured , but it is also certain that the Spanish nation can- 
not solidly recover these two grand results (due in n great 
measure to hcrown hcrciic impulse,) without prescntiog to 
all Europe n fomudahlc force of nt least two hundred nnd 
filly thousand men, that she may be caahlcd to taho that 
respectable place to which she is catitled in the grand con- 
gress of the sovereigns, or their representatives, in treat- 
ing for n general peace. Tins has been indicated by la- 
rious indiv iduals of the national cortes, nnd tins should he 
put ID practice, to cnaiilc her to meet nny insult to winch 
she may he exposed from any other country , lor, froin not 
having oUended to her own true interest, she may he de- 
graded into the infcnor mnhornsuhnltcm nation. 

" Tills force should be organized m oil its p irts, so m 
to ment tile name of an nrmy nroongsl surrounding na- 
tions. nnd not lefi n mnltltnde of nssemhlrd patriots, whom 
tome have only thought of to this moment. EtIsMuh lie 
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basis of that military discipline, wbicb is so strongly laid 
down between the nation and the soldier, and put in the 
most exact practice all those rights and obligations which 
this contract dictates. With an army of this description, 
we may secure that peace we so ardently desire : we shall 
then see respected and obeyed those laws which the ‘ Fa- 
thers of our country’ wisely laid down for ns in the new 
political constitution. Then we may dare say, we have 
acquired sweet liberty and rest, after the labour and 
sacrifices it has cost us to recover it. But if the new 
congress do not immediately undertake, and at once with 
energy apply, the proper measures for such a desirable 
end — if they do not give the Spanish soldier other 
stimuli than he has in the present day to follow his pro- 
fession ndth enthusiasm, we may not obtain that inde- 
pendence and happiness whicli we aspire to, and sigh for ; 
and the nation may still remain exposed, after the most 
heroic sacrifices of her people. 

In the straggle of the most critical epoch of the world, 
Spain was the first who raised the torch of liberty against 
tyranny, which from her territory shed its light even to 
the frozen countries of the north of Europe. Under the 
influence of the radiant sun of Great Britain, she alone 
sustained the sacred cause of freedom upon the conti- 
nent, and for a length of time before any oilier powerful 
nation would know the sacrilegious plans of a Corsican 
prescript 

“ This national devotion has no parallel in history — no 
pen can do due justice to Spain, nor are colours capable 
of painting her grandeur and heroism ; and is it possible 
that apathy is to eclipse that glorious immortality due to 
the nation, and to deprive her of that powerful place to 
which she is entitled among others ? If the Cortez ex- 
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traordiuaxjes have sustained and obeyed the sacred call 
of liberty and indcpendcnce—if they bate been able to 
form and dictate tiiosc fundamental laws laid down iti 
tlie constitution ot the monarchy, even amidst the horrid 
thunders of artillery, and under the bombs of Ibo tyrant, 
it -ivill indeed be lamentable if the actual cortes (delivered 
from those almost insurmountable obstacles), do not se- 
cure 6)0 magnificent national edifice under the esislcnco 
of a respectable army— tbe only and most pow erful column 
to make her liberty and independence durable. This is the 
true and only principle ; and whoever wish to act other- 
wise (debilitating the energy which so mucli interesU us 
be thej whom they may), either do not know the rood to 
the happiness of tlicir country, or arc enemies to them 
selves. 

“ Some of the decrees of Uie sovereign cortes ore, 
no doubt, directed to bring 6)c army to that pcrfccllof! 
of which it is susceptible ; but their efiorts we do not yet 
sec, or experience in Cho smallest degree ; the army U 
by no means in a state at all conformable to those decisions. 
The soldier remains as miserable os in the most adverse 
limes, jctalways constant ; flying cheerfully and valiaatiy 
to the field of honour. Kul if be be continually ncglf ctfd 
and deceived, patience may liavc its limits , and it may be 
difficult to soy if bo will continue these heroic sentiments, 
especially should a reverse of fortune happen to our ac- 
tually prosperous state. 

** Although it may be expected that every thing 
have a happy termination in our Spain, most oT the mem- 
bers of tbe cortes seem aware that the chief spring to the 
glories of those nations who fight for liberty sgolnit tb" 

tyrant, is the grand and respectable slate of their anaiVf, 

•od the love which their sorereigni bear toward* theta ; 
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■Aud is not this itself a proof, .an unequivocal proof, of the 
part we have yet to perform, and which is so indispensable 
that we should verify. Let the sovereign congress ever 
remember this idea. Perhaps the invasion of the French ter- 
ritory upon which we now tread, might have been even more 
rapid and glorious, if the duke of Ciudad Rodrigo could, 
upon some occasions, have exposed against the cold and cli- 
mate, as well as against the enemy, the valiant,^ but naked 
soldiers of the fourth army, and the reserve of Andalusia. 

“ Receive, compatriots ! these reflections as a proof 
of my affection. I feel it a most sacred duty to express 
them, as an adopted son of the generous Spanish nation. 
They are the genuine dictates of ray conscience, express- 
ed without pomp or parade of language. They ai-e the 
sentiments of one who has continued cheerfully by your 
side, in the days of your deepest affliction, as well as in 
the days of your greatest glory~who is now giving his 
humble military services to your cause upon French ground 
— and who has witnessed the sufferings of your soldiers 
upon the cold Pyrenees, and while dnving the enemy from 
your country. Pray then with me, that these ideas may 
have the salutary effect I most' ardently desire, I am far 
from belonging to the parties of the Serviles — of the Libe- 
roles — or to any party. The happiness of my beloved Spain 
is my only object ; and I give my career in Spain as a tes- 
timony, and the best guarantee of my way of thinking and 
acting. 

“ God grant us that repose, and those happy days which 
should be the recompence of the sacrifices and heroism of 
the nation ! — I have the honour to be, Senors, your sincere 
compatriot and faithful Spaniard, 

(Signed) John Rownie.” 

JIaspar, in France, Dec. 25, 1813. 
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The tluke of San Carlos arrjres at Madrid. 

In the present state of affairs, Buonaparte turned Ins 
attention to the captive Ferdinand the Seventh and Ins 
father Charles Tliese illustrious personages vrerc to 
be set at liberty, and to proceed to Spam , on their 
arrnal m winch countrj, and the restoration of either of 
tJicm to the throne, tliej were, on an oath previous!) taken 
by them, to conclude a separate treat) with him , one of the 
articles of which treaty contains a stipulation to send the 
English arm) out of Spam,and toronciv the former poh- 
tical and commercial relations of Ins kingdoms with 
France. 

The Vittona paper of the lltliof Januar) , 1814, contains 
the following notice of the arntal of the duke ofSnnCnrIo«, 
the bearer of Ferdinand tho Seventh’s treat) with Bena 
parte : 

At Madrid there has amvcd’thc duke of San Carlos, 
who came os far os Vich escorted h) Frenchmen, and 
brings, we arc assured, despatches relative to peace— 
We have before us o letter from that cnpitnl, m which il 
is stated tliat tho council of state was going to have on 
cs^traordinar) meeting, at wbich tins said duke nnil the 
English ambassador would nssist—It adds, we are cas), 
because nothing can bo concluded Milhout the approbation 
of the corlcs ” 

By R despatch from field marshal the marquis of IVrl 
lington, dated St. Jeon do Luz, Janiinrj 23rxi, 1811, U 
appears, tJmt the French withdrew on the2Ist, in the 
rooming, all their outposts m front of the intrenched 
camp at Bn)oone, between tho Adour, end the Irfi of 
the Kivo; and, at the same time, their troops which h^d 
roored upon Bidare) and Bavgore), marched from ihcfice, 
Apparently towards the centre of the orroy, winch 1^1 
been cotijiderahlv reinforced, nnd by IfUers of the 
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The French blow np a bridge. 

it appears that Soult had left Bayonue to its garrison of 
fifteen thousand men, under general Reille, and was. him- 
self at Peyrehourade, a. small town on the Gave. All 
operations remained at a stand on account of the 
season. 

By a letter from lord Wellington’s Head-quarters, 
dated 6th February, we. are informed, that the weather 
had changed considerably for the better, and it was sup- 
posed that the right and centre of the army would move 
up the left bank of the Adour, cross that river above the 
enemy, and turn their left. Our left standing fast to 
observe any movements from Bayonne, which has been 
reconnoitred within two miles of the place, and it was 
ascertained that the French had taken every possible 
precaution to guard against an attack, by all sorts 
of field works, independently of the fortress and town 
itself. 

The following is extracted from a despatch from the 
Marquis of Wellington, which was published in an Ex- 
traordinary Gazette on the 20th of March, 1814. 

“ On the 14th, lieutenant-general sir Rowland Hill 
passed the Gave d’Oleron at Villenave, with the light, 
second, and Portugese divisions, under the command of 
major-general Charles Baron Alten, lieutenant-general 
sir William Stewart, andmareschal de Campo don Frede- 
rick Lecor ; while lieutenant-general sir Henry Clinton 
passed with the sixth division between Montfort and 
Laas, and lieutenant-general sir Thomas Picton made 
demonstrations, with the ,3d division, of an inten- 
tion to attack the enemies’ position at the bridge ol 
Sauveterre, which induced the enemy to blow up the 
bridge’. ' . . • . 

‘ Mareschal de Campo don Pablo Murillo drove in 
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Tbc Brifnb al^ck the encmj. 

enways posta near Naverrens» and blockaded that 
place. 

** Field-marshal sir William Beresford likewise, \tbo, 
since the movement of sir Howland Hill on tlie Idlli and 
I5lh, had remained with the fourth and seventh divisions, 
and colonel Vivian’s brigade, in observation on the Lots cr 
Bidouzc, attacked the enemy on the 23rd in tbeir forttlcd 
posts at Haslingties and Oyergave, o« the left of tlic 
Gas c de Pan, and obliged tlicm to retire, 

** Sir Rowland Hill and sir Henry Cfinfoo morecl to- 
wards Ortbes, and the great road leading from Snurc- 
terre to that town ; and the enemy retired in tbc nigbt 
from Sauveterre across the Gave do Pan, and assembled 
their army near Orthes on the 23lh, having destrojed nil 
the bridges on the river. 

“ Marshal sir W. Beresford carried the village of 
St. Bocs with tlio fourth division, under lieutenant-general 
sir Lowry Cole, after on obstinate resistance by the 
enemy ; hut the ground was so narrow that the troopt 
could not deploy to attack the heights, not^^ilh3tnndln5 
t!>c repealed oltcmps of innjor-gcncrol Boss, and briga* 
dier-gcncral Vasconccllo’s Portugese brigade; and il wa» 
impossible to turn the enemy by their right, without an 
excessive extension of our line. 

“ I therefore so far allcrcd the plan of (he action, av 
to order the jmmrdiato advanco of the thinl and sixth 
divisions, and I mored forward colonel B.'irnard's brigade 
of Uic light diusion, to attack the left of the lie»ght on 
VThich the cnem/s right stood. 

“Tliis attack, led by the G2d regiment, under heo- 
tenant-colonel Colbouroe, and supported on thrir right 
by major-general Brisbane** and colonel Kean* brigades 
cf the third division, and by simullaneouv Billets oa tte 
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Desertion of the French. 

left by major-general Anson’s brigade of the fourth di- 
vision, and on the right by lieutenant-general sir Thomas 
Picton, with tiie remainder of the third division, and the 
sixth division under lieutenant-general sir Henry Clinton, 
dislodged the enemy from tlie heights, and gave us the 
victory. 

“ The enemy retired at first in admirable order, taking 
every advantage of the numerous good positions which 
the country afforded. The losses, however, which they 
sustained, and the danger with which they were threat- 
ened, accelerated their movements, and the retreat be- 
came a flight, their troops being in the utmost confu- 
sion. 

“ We continued the pursuit till it was dusk, and I 
halted the army in the neighbourhood of Sault de Ka- 
vailles. 

“ I cannot estimate the extent of the enemy’s loss : 
v/e have taken six pieces of cannon and a great many 
prisoners, the numbers I cannot at present report. The 
whole country is covered by their dead. Their anny was 
in the utmost confusion when I last saw it passing tlie 
heights near Sault de Navailles, and many soldiers had 
thrown away their arms. . The desertion has since been 
immense. 

“ We followed the enemy the day after to this place ; 
and we this day passed the Adour ; marshal sir W. Beres- 
ford with the light division, and colonel Vivian’s brigade 
upon Mont de Marsan, wher e he has taken a very large 
magazine of provisions. 

“ Lieutenant general sir Rowland Hill has moved upon 
Aire, and the advanced posts of the centre are at Ca- 
saves. 

' The enemy are apparently retiring upon Agcn^ 
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- Tbe nta'tel orBajrmifli: 

and have left open the direct road towards Bour- 
deaux. 

Meanwhile lieutenant-general sir John Hope, in con- 
cert with rear-admiral Penrose, on the 23rd of February’, 
crossed the Adour below Bayonne, and took possession of 
both banks of the river at its mouth. Tlic > csscis destined 
to form the bridge conld not get in till the 2*ilh, when 
the difficult, and at this season of the year, dangerous 
operation of bringing tliom in was cHected with a degree 
of gallantry and skill seldom equalled. 

“Three of the cncm}*s gun-hoals were de5tro)cd 
this day, and a frigate l^ing in the Adour, rcceftcd con- 
siderable damage from the fire of a battery ol eighteen 
pounders. 

“ Sir John Hope invested the citadel of Bajonneon 
the 25th, and Don Manuel rre>ro moved forward with 
tlie fourth Spanish army. On llie 27tli, the bridge lm^ing 
been completed, sir John Hope inNCsted the citadel of 
Bayonne more closely than he had done before; and he 
attacked the village of St Etienne, which ho carried, hav- 
ing taken a gun and gome prisoners from the encmj.so 
tlial his posts were within nine hundred )ards of tiic out- 
works of (ho place, 

“Tlic result of the operations (sajs lord Wellington) 
which I have detaded to }our lordship is, that Bijounr. 
St Jean Pied dc Port, and Navarrennes are invested, 
and the array having passed the Adour, arc in pu*- 
session of all the great communications across th'' 
nver, after having beaten the enemy, and taken ihrir ma 
gaiines." 

Tlic successes of the marquis of Weltmglon » '■ 

head of ll»e allied English, Spanuh. and 
armies, were exceedingly rapid and extensive, a* appear* 
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Marshal Beresford enters Bourdeaux. . 

bj the numerous despatches from his lordship, giving a 
detailed account of the various actions which took place 
between the contending armies of France, under marshal 
Soult duke of Dalmatia, and the victorous army which 
his Lordship has the honoui-to command. By despatches 
dated Aire, March the 13th and 14th, we learn, that the 
allied army reached Bourdeaux, which is within four 
hundred miles of Paris, and that sir William Beresford, 
with part of the English army, took possession of that 
town in the name of Louis the XVIIIth, the inhabi- 
tants being friendly to the restoration of the house of 
Bourbon. 

By the despatches just referred to, we have a confirma- 
tion of the occupation of Bourdeaux from the marquis 
of Wellington. The first states that after the lapse of 
several days, during which the operations were impeded, 
by the effect of the heavy rains, he sent on the 7th major 
general Fane to take possession of PaUj and on the 8th 
marshal Beresford to occupy Bourdeaux; himself, with 
the main body of the army, remaining to take care of the 
enemy, who had retired by both banks of the Adour 
towards Tarbes, probably to be joined by detachments 
from Suchet’s army, which left Catalonia the last 
week in February. This junction his lordship sup- 
poses had been effected, the enemy having collected 
a considerable force in the neighbourhood of Cou- 
chez. 

The second despatch incloses a private letter from 
marshal Beresford, dated Bourdeaux, the 12th, which 
states that the marshaL entered the city on that day, 
having been met at a short distance by the civil autho- 
rities and the populace, and received in the city with every 
demonstration of joy. The magistrates and city guards 
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fliartaal BcrMfonj advances TSpoaBoardeaax. 

look otF the eagles and other badges, subslituling the 
^yhUe cockade, Tvl)}ch had bcea adopted universally by 
the people of Bourdcaux. The duko D’Angowlemc, 
wholiad gone towards Pao, had been sent for express to 
come to Bourdcaux. 

The 12th of March then was to the city of Bourdeaut 
a glorious epoch. It was said that for along time the 
Bordelais had sought na opportunity of throwing oIT the 
yoke. At length M. L)ncli, a former magistrate in tlio 
parliament of Bonrdcaux, concerted with M. Tussard do 
St. Germain, commissioner of his illojcsty Louis the 
Bightccntl), to profit by the first moment the Bnglish 
army arrived in the French territory. Tlio IIorJcIniH 
•were then informed that his royal highness M. the duke 
of Angoulcmo liad arrived at the army, and entered St. 
Jeon do Luz, The royal council decreed that two de- 
puties should repair to hts royal highness to receive Ids 
orders and center with lord Wellington. IHs lordship 
promised all necessary succours to support tho royalists. 
M. George Boutemps de Berry was sent to entreat Ids 
royal (ugliness to proceed to IJourdeaux. Lord Web 
lingtoQ caused a column to march immediately upon 
Bourdcaux ; which (ic cntrustcil to the command of lu'ir- 
shal Beresford. ^Yhcn llic king’s comnmnloncr and M. 
Lymeh were cerlnin of the arriral of t?ie flllie*. every 
thing was prepared to receive them in a signal manner. 
L#l/ifct!es were sent to the marshal, and deputies sent off 
to communicate the wishes of the Bordelais to hi« royal • 
highness,. 

As soon as the marshal had arrived at Pont de la Mnie, 
colonel Vivian was srtiv to the mayor to announce to bin 
Uistlhe marshal considered himself os enlerim; an 
fity, obedlenl to Ids majesty I,^ui* the Kightrenth. Be 
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Soult retreats. 

immediately received this assurance, and M. Lynch, ‘and 
the assistants, escorted by a royal g-uard without uniform, 
went out to meet the marshal. The white cockade was 
immediately displayed, the white standard waved upon the 
tower of St. Michael, and the mayor addressed a speech 
to the marshal, expressive of the wishes of the Bordelais. 
Cries of “ Vive le JRoe,” repeated and re-echoed, often in- 
terrupted the mayor. The marshal repeated the promise 
made by lord Wellington. The procession then began to 
the Hotel de Ville ; the people preceded their deliverers 
in crowds ; cries of “ Vivent les Bourbons ! Honour the 
English ; long live the mayor,” succeeded each other with- 
out ceasing. The marshal, upon his arrival at the ^Hotel 
de Ville, received the assistants to the mayor and the king's 
commissioner, decorated with the royal scarf, who were 
presented by the mayor, and the general gave fresh assur- 
ances of protection. 

The acclamations of the people, however, demanded the 
prince ; every one wished to see the nephew of the king — 
every one desired to express his affection for him. At 
that very moment M. the duke de Guiche arrived, to an- 
nounce that his royal highness would be atBourdeaux be- 
fore three o’clock, and that he would repair in the first 
place to the cathedral. Thither he did repair, and received 
the welcome acclamations of the municipality and po- 
pulace. 

By lord Wellington’s despatches, it appears, that he 
began his operations against the French, who had previ- 
ously retreated from Lembege to Vic Bigorre and Tarbes. 
When lord Wellington put his forces in motion, marshs^ 
Soult retreated before him, but attempted, on the 19tb, tt 
make a stand at Vic Bigorre, a small town of three thou- 
sand inhabitants, about eleven miles from Tarbes. The 
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I^rd WelRngtorfs despatch, 

French rear'giiard was driven through this town by sirT. 
Pictons division. On the ibu wing morning (the 20lh) 
Sonlt assembled his forces in ap^^tion, of which IWhes 
formed a part. This, which is the chief (own of the de- 
partment of the Hanlcs Pyrcnnccs, is seated in a fine 
plain on the upper part of the Adour, and contains seven 
thousand eight hundred intiahiuints. Lord Wellington 
marched in two columns to attack the positions, and soon 
succeeded in dislodging the enemy, who fled in all direc- 
tions, His lordship entered the town, and encamped his 
army for the night on the 1 , 01 x 02 , n small river which rises 
in the Pyrennecs, and falls into the Adour, near Kisfie in 
Armagnac. Tarbes is nbont seventy miles from Tonlousc. 
Marslml Soult’s nimy, although Joined by Sue he!, did not 
exceed tliirty thousand men i on nrmy totally inadcqualo 
to withstand the advance of tlic allied troops ondcr (hs 
marquis of WcUingtou. 

At length Iho marquis of Wellington arrived at Too- 
louse, n hither marshal SouU had repaired, where 0 most 
obstiualo engagement took place bclwcen Uio forces undrr 
(ho command of these ccicbrotcd generals, which vvas the 
last action fought hy these famous commanders, ifanhal 
Sonlt knew nothing of the co«nter*rc»olutlon in Paris, 
and consequently did not refuse to engage with hli lard- 
ship, whose forces were morn than double the number Z 
those under the orders of the French commander. 
despatch from the noble marquis on ibii occasion is I'^njr: 
wc shall therefore content ourselvei wiUi giving ih" sob* 
stance ofit, and afterwords, as it may lie looked upon 
the conclusion of our military operations on the 
make n few reflections. 

In (ho Ixiwlon GattH® Kltn>or*'ii'<'3' 

1814, H « ilf.pntcb from Uic mnrRitt* .'f 
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Soult fortifies Toulouse, 

dated from Toulouse, April 12 ; of which the follo^us^ is 
the substance : 

“ The continued fall of rain which had impeded the ad- 
vance of the allied army, had given time to marshal Soult to 
prepare lor the defence of Toulouse, and he had with ex- 
traordinary diligence availed himself of the opportunity. 
The situation of Toulouse is strong. Surrounded on 
three sides by the Garonne and the celebrated canal of 
Languedoc, and possessing an ancient wall, the French 
engineers found it easy to construct tetes-de-pont , com- 
manding the approaches by the canal and the river, and 
to support them by musketry and artillery from the wall. 
They had besides fortified a commanding height to the 
eastward with five redoubts ; but as the roads from the 
Arriege to Toulouse had become impracticable for cavalry 
or artillery, and nearly so for infantry, no alternative re- 
mained but to attack them in this formidable position. — It 
was not until the 8th of April that it became possible to 
move any part of our array across the Garonne. On that 
day, the Spanish corps of don Manuel Freyre crossed the 
right of the river, together with some British hussars, who 
drove a superior body of the enemy’s cavalry from a village 
on the small river Ers, winch falls into the Garonne some 
distance below the town. Between this river and the ca- 
nal of Languedoc were the fortified heights which consti- 
tuted the chief strength of the enemy’s position. It was 
therefore resolved,' that while these heights should be 
stormed in front bydori Manuel Freyre, marshal Beresford 
should march up to the Ers, and vurn the enemy’s right, 
arid sir Thomas PictOn should threaten the tete-de-pont, on 
(he canal to the left. These operations on the right of the 
Garonne were also to be supported by a simultaneous at- 
tack of sir Rowland Hill’s on the iete-de-pontf termed by 
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The enemy driven frorS thpjr posts. 

the suburb on the left of that river. 'Thb 9ib instant 
elapsed in preparations for these several attacks \ hut on 
the 10th the whole plan was carried into lull effect : mar- 
shal Beresford, with the fourth nod sixth divisions, carried 
the height of Monblanc, and forced his way to the point at 
which he turned the enemy’s right. The Spanish corps of 
don M. Freyre at the same time moved gallantly forward 
to the attack' in front ; but the French troops were hero 
so strongly posted, that they not only repulsed, but pur- 
sued the assailants to some distance. The Spaniards, how- 
ever, both in the attack and retreat, conducted themselves 
with the utmost steadiness; and the fight division being 

moved up by sir Thomas Picton to their support, they 
were soon to-fotroed by the exertions of their generals, 
and broughtback to the attack. Meanwhile marshal Bo 
resford bad succeeded in catijing the itdonU whioh co- 
vered the enemy’s extreme right, and hod established liun- 
self on the heights on which the other four redoubts were 
placed. A short interrnl of time now succeeded, during 
which the Spaniards were re-formed, nnd marshal Bcrcs- 
fotd's artillery which had been (eft behind at Monblanc was 
brought up. As soon os this was cllccted, the marshal 
continued his movemeut along Iho heights, and stonned 
the two next redoubts (Uioso which coYcred tiro enemy s 
centre j) the enemy, niter having been driven from them, 
in vain making a desperate cITort to regain tl, cm. There 
now remrimed only tiro two redoubts on tlie enemy’s lefl, 
,md these were soon carried by tiro BriUsb troops ndvane- 
m- nlong lire ridge, wliilst Urn Spaniards, at the some 
time, nltackcd in front These were the principal opera- 
liens. Sir Thomas Picton, however, with Uie tlilrd divi- 
rino, drove tlio enemy’s left within the on the 

caiul; and sir Bowl.ind Hill in hka oonner forced tie 
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exterior works of Ihe suburb on tlie left of the Garonne ; 
so that, at the close of the day, the Frencli troops were 
closely hemmed in, the allies being established on three 
sides of Toulouse, and the road of Carcassone being the 
only practicable one which was left open. By this road 
marshal Soult drew off the remainder of his troops in the 
night of the 11th, and lord Wellington triumphantly en- 
tered Toulouse the following morning. 

“ The noble marquis does not mention the whole loss 
of the enemy : he says that they “ left in our hands general 
D’Harispe, general Burrot, general St. Hilaire, and one 
thousand six hundred prisoners. One piece of cannon 
was taken on the field of battle : and others, and large 
quantities of stores of all descriptions, in the town.” — ^The 
loss of the allies was particularly severe. • The killed 
amounting to five hundred and ninety-five, and the’^vound- 
ed to four thousand and forty-six ! No mention is made of 
the strength of the contending armies. — “Lieutenant-co- 
lonel Coghlan of the 61st, an oflicer of great merit and 
promise, was unfortunately killed in the attack of the 
heights : major-general Pack was wounded ; but was en- 
abled to remain in the field ; and colonel Douglas of the 
8th Portuguese regiment lost his leg.” 

“ Lieutenant-general the earl of Dalhousie crossed the 
Garonne nearly about the time that admiral Penrose en- 
tered the river, and pushed the enemy’s parties under ge- 
neral L’Huillier beyond the Dordogne. He then crossed 
the Dordogne on the 4th, near St. Andre de Cubzac, with 
a detachment of the troops under his command, with a view 
to the attack of the fort of Bloye. His lordship found ge- 
neral L’Huillier and general des Barreaux posted near 
Etauhers, and made his disposition to attack them, when 
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Cooritre intercepted. 

they retired, leaving about three hundred prisoners in his 
hands. , 

The loss in killed and bounded on both sides v?as very 
great. 

In the present state of adhira on the continent, and of 
renewed amity between Great Britain end France, the 
above account of the sanguinary battle which took place 
between lord Wellington and marshal Soult, on the 10th 
of April, 1814, notmthstonding its result, was not very 
gratifying to the friends of humanity. But it may be ac- 
counted for, in some measure, by the following extract 
from the Moniteur of April 18: '* Nothing more closely 
proves how guilty those persons have made themselves 
who have dared to intercept tlie orders and despatches of 
government since the 1st of this month, than the new and 
useless eCTasion of blood which took place at Toulouse on 
the 10th instant The marshal duke of Dalmatia, not- 
witlistanding the precaution taken by tho provisional go 
vemment, to give him n speedy knowledge of the great 
events which have restored peace to Franco nnd Europe 
not having received infonnation of tlicm, accepted the bat- 
tle, and the new •wreatUs of cypress arc joined with fresh 
laurels. The two armies, *so full of esteem, the consc 
quenco of equal valour, have again engaged each other, 
and our troops, after aw heroic resistance have cvacnalcd 
Toulouse.” 

Thus it appears, limt the government of France had 
taken every measure necessary to convey to the coinmnuU* 
ers intclligeuce of the cessation of hostilities between 
that country and Ibc allies, and of the rccal of the llonr- 
bon fahjily to the throne of France; but it also epprju^, 
U»at llir couriers were intercepted ; by which inca:^s two 




AND WARS OF EUROPE- 


391 


Intelligence of peace arrives. 

very sanguinary -actions -were fought, the one between lord 
Wellington aiid marshal Soult at Toulouse, and the other 
between sir John Hope and thc-mayor of Bayonne ; but a 
’few days afterwards marshal Soult sent a letter to lord 
Wellington, in which he acknowledged the Provisional 
Government of France, and hostilities ceased between the 
two armies. 

The Liondou Gazette Extraordinary of>April 27, 1814, 
contains a despatch from lord Wellington, and major-ge- 
neral Colv.ille, and major-general Howard, of which the 
following is the substance : 

- “ Lord Wellington writes from Toulouse, April 19, 
and states .that colonel Cooke arrived from Paris on the 
12th, witli information of the great events which had taken 
place. He was accompanied by colonel St. Simon, sent 
to inform marshal Soult of those events. The marshal 
did not at first consider the information so authentic as to 
induce him to send his submission. He however proposed 
a Suspension of hostilities, to give him time to ascertain 
what had occurred. This proposition- was refused by lord 
Wellington. How.ever, on the 17tli, marshal Soult sent 
his lordship a letter, acknowledging the provisional go- 
vernment; and in consequence a suspension of hostilities 
was finally agreed upon between the allied armies and 
those under marshals Soult and Suchet. 

The letters from generals Colville and Howardu’elate to 
the sortie from Bayonne, which took place at three o’clock 
in the morning of the 14th of April. The enemy made 
the attack, with great force, on the left and centre^of the 
allied posts at St. Etienne. Major-general Hay com- 
manded the outposts, and was killed shortly after the at- 
tack commenced, having just given directions that the 
ehurch of St. Etienne should be defended to the last. 
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The enemy succeeded in gaining possession of tlie village, 
from which, however, he was soon driven. In the centre, 
after compelling the allied picquets to retire, the enemy 
was obliged to fall hack in turn, and the posts were finaliy 
re-occupied. Major-general Stopford was here wound- 
ed. It was towards the right that lieutenant-general sir 
John Hope was taken. In endeavouring to bring up some 
troops to the support of the picquets, he came unexpect- 
edly in the dark on a party of the enemy, his horse was 
shot dead and fell upon him, and not being able to disen- 
gage himself from under it, he was unfortunately made 
prisoner. A letter received from him, states that he was 
wounded in two places, but in neither dangerously, A 
considerable part of the above operations took place be- 
fore day-light, which gave the enemy a great advantage 
from their numbers; but whatever end 'they might pro- 
mise themselves, it was completely frustrated. The loss of 
the enemy must, however, have been severe, as ho left 
many dead behind him, and he was afterwards observed 
burying a considerable ^number of men. In regard to 
prisoners, we had no opportunity of making many, from 
the facility the enemy possessed of immediately retiring 
under the guns of llicir works. All tl)0 troops behaved 
with the greatest gallantry. 

It has been confidently asserted, and generally bclioed, 
that the commandant at Bayonne looked upon Uic message 
of sir John Hope as a ruse de guerre, and that he there- 
fore adopted the method he pursued to counteract Ot* 
plans of the British commander; but so soon ns he was 
fully persuaded of Bonaparte's dethronement, ho cndcii- 
voured to excuse his want of credence, and was sorry for 
the effusion of blood. 
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Lord Wellington's arrivai‘at DoYer. 

Lord Wellington now repaired to Paris, where he ar- 
rived on the 4th of May, and at night a most splendid ball 
was given at sir Charles Stewart’s, at which there were 
upwards of four hundred persons present ; but the chief 
attraction was lord Wellington. The moment his lordship 
entered the room, the whole company crowded round him. 
“ I was (says the writer of this account) standing close to 
lord Wellington when marshal Blucher was presented to 
him ; they bow.ed and looked at one another for five mi- 
nutes before they spoke one word ; at last, however, a con- 
versation commenced, which lasted about ten minutes. 
’The veteran Pdatoff by this time had worked his way up to 
lord Wellington, and was presented fo him. He was 
followed by a number of other officers, all anxious to get 
a look at the hero. In fine, for some time a complete 
stop was put to the dancing by the anxiety of the people 
to see him. His lordship was dressed in a British field- 
marshal’s Uniform, with the orders of the Golden Fleece, 
Garter, Great Cross of Maria Teresa, Tower and Sword, 
and the Swedish order of the Sword. The emperor of 
Russia likewise waited on lord Wellington at seven 
o’clock in the evening, a few minUtes after he heard of his 
arrival.” 

Thus was the duke of _^Wellirigton highly honoured by 
the people of Paris and’ the allies. After staying a few 
days at Paris, the duke of Wellington returned to Spain, 
' to pay his devoii's to Ferdinand VII. who bad now arrived 
at Madrid ; and shortly after the noble duke returned tc 
England, where he arrived, and landed at Dover about 
five o’clekjk in tlie morning of the 23d of June. 


^oXi. 111 ." HO, 6B. 3 s 
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CHAPTER XV 


We have, in a former chapter, brought our account of 
the war bet'Veen the AHtes and Bonaparte to the conclu* 
fiion of an armistice, Trhich was to continue till Julv, 1813, 
but which was aftenvards prolonged till the 10th of Au- 
gust, when hostilities recommenced ; the immediate cause 
of which was said to Itave been the refusal ol the French 
emperor to ovacualo the Prussian territories during the 
period of a congress. This was required by the emperor 
of Austria as a preliminary, to which, however, the empe- 
ror Napoleon returned no answer. In consequence of 
this, tho Austrian declaration of war was issued on the 
morning of the lltli ; passports were sent to the French 
ambassadors at Prague ; and the Russian army immedi- 
ately began to move m different columns towards Cohciuia. 

The following letter from his excellency the duke of 
Bassano, mioistcr for foreign aRairs, to bis serene highness 
the prince Arch-clianccllor, contains a concise yet circum- 
stantial account of the commencement of hostilities : 

Drctdai^ Avg. 27, 0 p. nt. 

** Monseigneur, 

“ I HAD the honour to write to you yesterday, the 
26lh, that the Russian, Prussian, and Austrian armies h«d 
marched to nttock Dresden, under tlm eyes of their sose- 
reignt, and that they were repulsed nl all point*. 
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The Allies threaten Dwsden. 

^ ~ . — ' . . : ~ . _L ■ ' ~~ - ~ --^>1 ~ ^ ~ 

“ It will be easily conceived, that the emperor is so 
much occupied, that it is impossible to give at this moment 
a detailed relation of the events which have taken place. 

“ Hostilities commenced o ; the 17th ; his majesty en- 
tered Bohemia on the 19th, occupying the defiles from 
llumbourg to Gabel, and having advanced his troops to 
within twelve leagues of Prague. On the 21st he was in 
Silesia, beating the llussian and Prussian army of generals 
Sackcu, Langeron, Yorck, and Bluchcr, and forcing tlic 
fine positions of the Bobr. 

“ While the enemy still believed liis majesty at the bot- 
tom of Silesia, he left there a powerful army under the or- 
ders of the duke of Tarentum, caused his guards to march 
ten leagues a daj’i and arrived at Dresden, which had been 
threatened for several days with an imminent attack. His 
majesty entered the city yesterday, at nine in tlie morning, 
and immediately made his dispositions. 

“ At three in the afternoon the Russian, Prussian, and 
Austrian armies, commanded by generals Wiltgenstein, 
IClicst, and Schwartzenberg deployed 150,000 men, march- 
ing against the city. All the attacks were repulsed by the 
old and young guards alone, who. covered themselves witTi 
glory. The enemy left 4000 dead at the foot of our re- 
doubts. Two thousand men, one colour, and a number of 
pieces of cannon, were taken. 

“ This morning, at four o’clock, the emperor was on the 
ground ; the rain fell in torrents ; the marshals the dukes 
of Ragusaand Belluno passed the bridges with their corps. 
At eight o’clock our attack began with a very brisk can- 
nonade. The extreme left of the enemy was commanded 
by the Austrian generals Ignace, Giulay, and Klenau, and 
separated from the rest of the army by the valley of Plauen. 
The emperor caused it to be attacked by the marshal duke 
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French amy Buffer from bad vfealhcr. 
of Belluno, and hy the cavalry of general Latour Mau^ 
bourg, under the orders of the king of Naples. Among 
the trophies of this day, vrc already count 15,000 men, 
anioiig whom are field-marshal lieutenant Metsko, two gc» 
nerals of brigade, many supetior officers, and 20 pieces of 
cannon. 

" During this time general Vandamme, who had defiled 
by ICoenigstoin, made himself master of the heights of 
Pirna, put himself on horsehs^ck on the road of Peters- 
walde, and made himself master of the defiles of Bohemia, 
beating 15,000 men, who presented themselves before 
him, and taking a considerable Dumber of prisoners. 

** At this moment tho routes of Pctcrswaldc and Frey* 
berg are intercepted; the Bussians and Prussians came 
by tho route of,Peterswalde, nnd the Austrians by tlml of 
Freybcrg. 

'* Since the affairs at Ulm, the French army was nocf 
more assailed by bad weather, and most ropious rains. 
The emperor was exposed to them the wlmlc day* lie is 
re-entering at this moment. The numerous columns of 
prisoners, the pieces of cannon, and the colours which 
have been taken, are traversing the city, Tho inhabitants 
burst fortli into (lie most lively expressions of joy at (he 
sight of these trophies, 

** The duko of Tarentum pushes tho remains of llie ar- 
my of Silesia upon Breslau. 

** Tlic Duke ofBASsANO.'* 

- On the 2nd of September, the French emperor ret low- 
ed the Ist corps in Dresden, and conferred the command 
of it on count Ijobau. Tlus corps was composed of lh« 
divisions Dumonccau, Philippon, and Teste, ft 
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Retreat of the Allies. 

first supposed that this corps had left a great number of 
men, but many returned again. 

The duke of Tarentum, to whom the French emperor 
had left the command of the army of Silesia, made good 
viisposilions for pursuing the allies, and driving them from 
Jauer : the enemy, say the French accounts, was driven 
from all his positions : his columns were in full retreat. 
On the 26th, the duke of Tarehtum had taken all his mea- 
sures to turn him ; but in the night between the 26th and 
27th, the Bober and all the streams that flow into it over- 
flowed. In less than from seven to eight hours the roads 
were covered with from three to four feet with water, and 
all the bridges carried away. The French columns were 
thus separated from each other by the waters, and those 
which were to have turned the enemy were not able to ar- 
rive. This change of circumstances was quickly perceiv- 
ed by the allies. The duke of Tarentum employed the 
28th and 29th in connecting his columns, which had been 
separated by the inundation. They succeeded in gaining 
Buntzlau, where the only bridge was, that had not been 
carried away by the waters of the Bober ; but a brigade 
of general Pulhod’s division was not able to arrive there. 
Instead of endeavouring to throw himself upon the sides 
of the mountains, the general wished to return upon Loe- 
wenberg; where, however, he found himself surrounded 
by enemies, and the river behind him, so that, after having 
defended himself with all his means, he was compelled to 
give way to superior numbers. All those in the tworegi^ 
ments who could' swim, saved themselves : these were be- 
tween seven and eight hundred ; the remainder were ta- 
ken. The enemy has taken from us, in these different af- 
fairs from 2000 to 4000 prisoners, and the two eagles of 
the two regiments, and the cannon belonging to the brigade. 
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Victory of tlie Crown Prince 

A-fter lUcse circumstances, winch had fatigued the armj, 
it, however, successively repassed the Bober, the Queisse, 
and the Neisse The emperor found it on the 4lh upon 
tlie heights of HochlLUsh. He caused it tlie same even- 
ing to re-attack the enemy, dme him from the heights of 
Wohlemberg, and pursue him during the whole daj of the 
5th to Goerlitz. The allies hastily repassed the Neissc 
and the Queisse, and the French troops took a position 
upon the heights of Goerlitz, beyond tJie Nejsse- On the 
6th and 7tb, m the evening, llic French emperor returned 
to Dresden The council of war of the third corps d’ar- 
TO^e condemned to death the general of brigade Jomini, 
chief of the stall of that corps, who, from the head tjuur- 
ters at Leignitz, deserted to the enemy at the moment Oi 
the rupture of the armistice. 

We turn now to another scene, the details of a glorious 
Mclory obtained by the Crown Pnneo of Sweden o>er 
marshal Ncy near Juterbocli. These w ere published m on 
Extraordinary Gazette on the 23rd of September, as was 
also on account of another victory obtained by general 
Bluchcr on the 29th of August. It seems that, nfler the 
defeat of Oudinol at Gross Bccren, Bonaparte did not 
abandon all hopes of sacking Berlin , Iio therefore dis 
patched marshal Nej (Pnnee of Moskwa) to reinforce 
Oud not, and to assume the command of his troops The 
remains of the defeated. French army had taken shelter 
in an entrenched camp on tho banka of the Elbe, at 'V^ it- 
tenberg, at which place marshal Ncy joined them He 
immediately advanced at tho bend of 70,000 men, and on 
tho 4Ui and 5Ui of September, compelled his opponents to 
retreat. But early on the morning of the 6(li, the Crown 
I’rmcc ailvnnccd, and the fortune of war quickly changed 
Ncy was totally routed, with the loss of 16,000 men, 12,000 
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French army surrounded. 

of whom were prisoners, 69 pieces of cannon, and 400 
ammunition waggons. The I’out of this, “ the - greatest 
captain of his age,” as Bonaparte termed him, was much 
more complete than that sustained by Oudinot,i for he Avas 
cut off from the Elbe, by the direct road of Wittenberg, 
and forced to move by a large circuit on Torgau , On the 
Sth, Ney was near Duber, about 30 miles east of Torgau, 
retreating on the latter place, a Saxon fortress, about 50 
English miles from Dresden. Thus, by the various ac- 
counts transmitted by the allies, it appears, that the armies 
jf Napoleon were defeated on the borders of Silesia and 
lUusatia by Blucher, on the borders of Bohemia by the al- 
lied sovereigns, and on the borders of Saxony by the 
Crown Prince. 

On the 7th of October an Extraordinary 'Gazette was 
published, which contained oflScial accounts from the al- 
lied armies, to the 13th of September. These detail a 
succession of manoevres on the part of the main body, by 
which it appeai-s, that the utmost efforts of Bonaparte to 
shut the allies up within the mountains of Bohemia were 
altogether unavailing. In connection with the plans of 
the Crown Prince and general Blucher the allies advanced, 
drove in the French posts, and compelled the active Na- 
poleon to turn his attention towards them. This, in course, 
enabled the Swedes and Prussians to di'aw the line of cir- 
cumvallation round Dresden closer, and likewise hindered 
the French emperor from detaching such a force as might 
overpower the active partizans who were harassing his 
rear, and intercepting his communications with the banks 
of the Rhine. These manoeuvres were perpetually re- 
peated, and on each return to Dresden, Bonaparte found 
some additional approximation had been effected by the 
.armies Avbich surrounded him- 


400 HISTORY OR N/lPOt.ROR BONAPA-RTE, 

Empreis^neenof France meets the Senate, 

Assailed on every side, lie do sooner repelled one attack, 
than he was called upon to defend himself from another. 
Elucher, who was within twenty miles of Dresden, had 
lately taken his turn to rouse the active Napoleon, like a 
lion from his den. That general, who, in his bulletin, was 
said to be on the I3th on the right bank of the Spree, did 
not remain inactive. He crossed that river, and advanced 
in a line extending from Gameus on the right, towards 
Neustadt on the left, Bischofiswerder being his central 
point. Bonaparte ordered three corps under Macdonald 
to debouche beyond BischofTswerder, when Bluclier, says 
the bulletin, instantly retreated, and was led fighting to 
the Spree.” General Lauriston entered Nensfadt, and 
Bonaparte returned on the 24th to Dresden. 

The situation of the French emperor, however, appear- 
ed to be growing daily more desperate, and, as a proof of 
it, he requested (he empress Maria Louisa to demand n now 
conscription of 280,000 men. But we cannot help think- 
ing that it must have been rather nn ungracious tosk lor 
her to have made this demand, knowing, ns she must, that 
its object was to enable her husband to subdue her parent. 
And we cannot help indulging the remark, that it Is sin- 
gular that the daughter of the emperor Francis and George 
the Third should bo married to tho puhlic enemies oftheii 
r.ithers. Such, however, is the fate of rujnlly. 

Agreeably to the request ufthc emperor Napoleon, her 
majesty the craprcss-quccn nnd regent, set out from tho 
palace of the Tlmillerics, at one o clock on the Tth of Oc- 
tober, and repaired to the senate. Tlic great oflicris of 
the senate, nnd Iwenly-rour senators, received her majesty 
at tho outer gate of their palace. Tlie emprr*s*quern nnd 
regent* after having reposed herself in the opartracnis pre- 
pared to reecive hrr, repaired to the Inlf of (hr sitting*; 




AND \VARS or EDRODD. 


4Q\ 

The Oueen Regent addresses the Senate. 

aiid on her arrival all the senators were standing and un*- 
covered. Her majesty ascended the tlu’one placed to 
tlic left of that of the emperor; and tlie ministers and 
great officers were seated in chairs to the right and leftv 
Her majesty then delivered tlie following address 

“ SENATORS) —The principal powers of Europe, indig*- 
naiit at the pretensions of England, had, last year, united 
their armies to ours, to obtain the peace of the world, and 
the re-establishment of the rights of all nations. By the 
first chances of the war the slumbering passions were^ 
awakened; England and Bussia drew in Prussia and 
Austria to join in their cause. Our enemies wished to 
destroy our allies, to punish them for their fidelity ; they 

wished to carrv the war into the bosom of our beautiful 

« 

country, to avenge the triumphs which led our victorious 
eaffles into the midst of their states. 1 know better than ' 

O 

any one what our people will have to dread, if they sufTer 
themselves to be conquered. Before I ascended the thVone 
to which I have been cafted by the clioice of my august 
spouse, and the will of my father, I had the greatest 
opinion of the courage and energy of this great people ; 
this opinion has been every day increased by all that I 
have seen pass under my eyes. Acquainted for foui*- 
veats past with the most inf’mate thoughts of my spouse, 

I know with what sentiments’ he would be agitated on 
tt degraded throne, and under a crown without glory. 
Frenchmen, your Emperor, your country, and your honour 
calls you.” 

The prince arch-cha'ncellor having taken the orders 
of her majesty, gave the word to the minister at war, 
who mounted the trib'Une, and read a report addressed to 
Uio emperor. The prince arch-chancellor having again 
von. 111. — NO. 63. 3 v 
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taken the orders of the empress, gave the word in tlie 
name of her majesty, to the count Regnaud, one of the 
two orators of the council of state, who presented to tlic 
senate a profit of a Senaius Consultum, after having ex- 
plained the motives of itv 

Tile '^rojH of this SenaUis ConsitUim had for it« 
object a levy of 280,000 men, of which 120,000 were to 
he of the classes of 1814, and the preceeding years, 
in the departments wliich had not contributed to the 
last levy of 80,000 men, and 160,000 on the consumption 
of 2815, 

Rut to return, — ^The Pans journals acquaint ns that 
Napoleon remained at Dresden so late ns the 3rd ol 
October, to which date nothing particular liad occurred, 
Bui from other sources' we learn, that on the JGlUand 
17th of September, be \vas defeated in person by the 
Bohemian array, with tho loss of 3000 prisoners, ten 
pieces of cannon, and a general of division. The follow- 
ing is the oHlcia] account of this action : 

I£ead Quarters, TopUlz, Scpl, I9tA. 

** Hie Emperor Napoleon having united on llio JGlh 
jnst, a great port of the remtuns of tlio armies winch had 
been opposed to general Bluchcr and the Crown Prioco 
of Sweden, with the Ist, 2nd, and 4lh corps d'arm<^*c, had 
advanced at the head of ’his guards towards Nollcndorf. 
The stalcmcats of the prisoners, and more especially the 
preparations made hy the enemy, left no doubt remain 
ing that it was hi# intention to make a furiotn opera- 
tion against Bohemia, under tho direction of the Cm- 
peror in person. For tJj»5 purpose, on the lOth, ut 
noarit he caused a column, to file off fforn NuIIendorC 
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Goncrat Kreut/or taken. 

“ His serene higlincss, the commaiuling; prince of 
ScbwarWxnburg had given orders tlial all the advanced 
posts should fall back into the position at Culm, and 
there await the enemy. The villages of Arbesau, Deli.sch, 
Pcinit^:, and .Tohn.sdorr, were relinquished to him. A 
lively cannonade cotnmcnccd: the corps of the general 
of artillery, count Collorcdo and Jlccrficld defiled by the 
way of German Ncudorfl' and Poinilz on the left (lank 
of the enemy, whilst count Von Wittgenstein caused 
the Prussians, under general Von Ziethen, to advance 
in masses of infantry on tlic enemy’s front. The enemy 
shewed continually more masses of soldiers ; and every 
thing for him depended on his gaining ground to debouch. 
The cavalry of the guards attacked our batteries with 
great resolution, whilst the French masses of infantry kept 
up a murdcrou.s fire on all sides ; at this important mo- 
ment a squadron of Hesse Hondjcr hussars, supported 
by the brave Russian cavalry, cut into the enemy’s ranks 
with the valour peculiar to themselves. The Austrian 
infantry followed them with the utmost coolncssi Tlic 
enemy was every' where forced back, and driven in the 
greatest disorder into the heights of Nollendorf. TJie 
French 'general Kreutzer, ten pieces of artillery, and a 
standard fell into . our hands ; the number of pi-isoners 
taken amounts to more than 2000 men. A thick fog 
and the darkness of the night preserved the enemy’s 
columns from unavoidable destruction. 

“It is said, that the emperor Napoleon was in the 
midst of them ; and, according to the reports of the 
prisoners, he had a horse wounded under him. 

“ His royal highness the grand prince Constantine 
was, during the fight, with the vanguard, and in a con- 
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linual shower oF bullets. General count Wittgenstein, 
the duke of Wirtcmberg, the generals of artillery, counts 
CoUoredo andMeerfield, general Von Ziethen, lieutenant 
field-marshal Aloys Von Lichtenstein, the liculenant- 
colonels Semony, liOpste, and Zorich, the latter of whom 
could act with great etfect from the commencement 
of the action ; the major Louis Geypert, and captain 
Drury, had in particular, opportunities of distinguishing 
themselves. 

'*The three armies agam fought on this day as 
fraternally united and animated by the same spirit. 

** flis imperial majesty (Alexander), on the night after 
the battle, sent to the general of nrlillOry, count Col- 
loredo, the cross of the military order of St, George 
of the third class, nod to tho lieutenant fietd-marslmt 
Aloys, Von Lichtenstein, a ^Iden sword of honour 
set with diamonds, and an inscription on the same ” 

The town of Freybourg, near Noumburg, m the 
rear of Ijcipslc, was taken by assault by the Austrians, 
on the I8th of September, when general Bouno, 20 stnlT 
and superior officers, 400 mounted hussars, and 220 
infantry were made prisoners. Pegau, a town hkewiso 
in the rear of Leipstc, was taken by tho allies. Tltcso 
were both valuable places, since they were situated to 
assist the allies in their active operations. 

Wo have befoTo mentioned that the cause of Bona- 
parte seemed to bo on the decline; and the circum- 
stance of the defection of the king of Da>aria from 
tho cause of the emperor Napoleon, was in its conse- 
quences equal to a most decisive yictory. Tliis impor- 
tant oent was communicated to the public by Uie Bn- 
tisb minister in a bullctcn, of which the following is an 
extract. 
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Treaty bclwcn Austiiaand llnvarin. 

“ Fort'Jg}] djflcc, OcL 2SlIi. 

'* The hon. Robert Gordon arrived this night with des- 
patches from the cnrl of Aberdeen, doted Commolan, 
Oct. I2th, illicit state that a treaty of alliance and con- 
cert bctaccn Atistria and Bavaria wa.s signed by prince 
Rcuss and general Weede, on the 8th inst. — General 
Weede, with 35,000 Bavarian troops, is immediately to 
co-operate with those of Atistria ; be was already in 
movement, and was to have 25,000 Au.strinns under hi.s 
command.” 

The Bavarians were immediately directed to march to, 
and occupy Erfurlh, which was in the line of Bonapartc’.s 
retreat, .supposing him to have entertained the idea of 
breaking through the ridcau the allie.s liad formed in his 
rear. It was not, however, in the addition of force which 
rendered llic junction of Bavavir. with the allies an event 
of the greatest moment; but it tended to, shew how 
greatly the French emperor had fallen Irom the elevated 
point he had so long been accustomed to occupy. Of all 
the German princes, the king of Bavaria owed most to 
Bonaparte. Besides, Bavaria was llic natural ally of 
France, and had been so for centuries. How powerful 
then must have been the necessity in the eyes of the 
Bavorian monarch, whicli compelled him to dissolve 
the tic, and desert his benefactor in the hour of 
danger. 

The active and enterprising general Tottenbom cap- 
tured Bremen ; but bis operations did not stop there ; 
for he afterwards took Oldenburgh hy ^ coup-de-main ,• 
and he commanded that all the gun-brigs and boats in 
the Elbe should proceed to act in concert with his troops 
in reducing the Frenen forts on the banks of (hat river. 
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Staade had been already evacuated by the French, and was 
occupied by the Russians; and strong columns of the lat- 
ter were marching against Cuxbaven, Brehmerlee, Blex- 
bam, 8cc. whither some French fugitives had fled for pro- 
tection. ' 

We xnastt however, advert to lord itherdeen's descrip- 
tion of the very dangerous situations into which the ambi- 
tion of Napoleon had once more plunged himself and his 
army ; and bis lordship’s statement was completely boinc 
out by every private account winch arrived from the con- 
tinent. We shall insert some extracts from it, 

“ Comotnu, Oct. 9, 1813. 

The allied army advtmccd vn a direct Imc towards X*cip- 
sic, near wliicli town tho head quarters of prince Scliwart- 
zenherg were cstahlislicd. Tho prince rojnl and gcucrul 
Blucher having advanced towards the same point the allied 
forces nearly elTectod Ihcir yonclion : a ridcou, ihercrorc, 
was drawn across that part of Sa.v:ony, extending from 
X)cssau to Marienhurg, on Uic Bohemian frontier. In the 
mean time general Bennigsen, wUb the corjis of Collorcdo, 
drove the enemy from bis entrenchments at Gieshuhehnnd 
advanced towards Dresden on the great road from 
TopUtz. 

The aotuo! positions and intentions of Bonaparfc were 
entirely unknown. A strong force, not loss than fifty 
thousand men, was opposed to prince SchwnrtrcnUerg; 
and tho general belief was, that Bonaparte himself niadc a 
rapid movement with llieinassofhis nnny to attack gene- 
ral Blucher, before his junction with the prince roral could 
he completed. Be this, however, as »l maj , it was not 
likely that any partial advantage would matcriaf/j miproie 
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Iiis prospect?, or vendor (he ullimnte success oftlio allies 
more donbtiul. 

Prince Srhwartxonhcrg advanced vvith the main body 
of his anny to Chenmity. and its iKni^hijonrhood, Bona- 
parte lell Dresden on the 7lh ofOctol)er, with the king* oC 
Saxony and his latnilv, and wont to Jlochlily, where his ar- 
my was chieny assembled. General JJennigsen advanced 
to Dresden, whore Bonaparte loll bnta feeble garrison. 

By the, despatch, dated Oct. II, that after the brilliant 
passage of the Elbe by general Blncher, at Elstcr. and the 
cotisequent passage of the same river by the prince royal’s 
army at the points of the Kosslati and Acken, liis royal 
•highness the Crown I’rince conceived a movement of the 
whole allied force to the left bajjk of the Saale would com- 
pel the enemy cither to risk a general battle, or would bo 
the most enectual mode to embarrass and harass his re- 
treat, if he should determine upon a measure which the 
combined movements of the armies of Bohemia, Silesia, 
and of the north of Germany on his flanks, and on all his 
communications, appeared to render indispensably ne- 
cessary. 

Napoleon, it seems, had manoeuvred f^om Dresdenwith 
a large corps of cavalry on the right, and all Ids infantry 
on the left bank of the Elbe, as far as Anchlau ; a strong 
demonstration of twenty or thirty thousand men was made 
from Torgau towards the point of Elstcr, on the 8th, where 
general Blucber passed, probably witli a design of menac- 
ing that general, and forcing him to repass the river. The 
bold determination of the allies was not, however, to be 
arrested by demonstration, and the whole army of Blucher, 
being now in close communication with that of the Prince 
Royal, the former marched from Duben on Jesnitz, on the 
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9lh, aud passed tlie iSluIdaj 3nd t^ie Crown Prince con'* 
centrated his forces between Zorbi^, Eadegast, and Bit* 
tcifeld. The French appeared now to be collected about 
Euleuberg and Osebatz, between the Mulda and the Elbe* 

On tlje lOtb, general Blncber mo^cd/rom Jesnitz to 
Zorbig, and the armies of Silesia and the north of Germa- 
ny were here assembled; the dctcmnnaljoa being to pass 
the Saale, orders were issued m the night, and general 
Efuclier moved with the Silesian arm} to pass the n\er at 
Wetlin, bridges bebrg constructed fur that purpose. 

General Bulow, with 1»» corps d’artn4e, was in Uko 
manner to pass at VVelUn ; general Winzingerodc^ with 
the Eussiaos, otRolbenbcrg; and the Prince Eoyal, with 
the Swedes, alAblcben and Bernburg. The wbofo nibed 
force was ibcu to place itself in order of battle, with its 
ltd on the S«>ole, waiting the further dcrclopcmcnt of (ho 
enenij'smovcinems. General Bulow’s corps, and genend 
Wmzingerodc’s corps, after passing the river, were (o 
form the right of the Silesian army, and the Swedes to bo 
in reserve or second line. 

Each corps d’armct,Ba\s the despatch, is to form in 
these lines. General Winzingcrodc’s mlvanccd guard at 
Hallo IS to bo regulated ib bis movements by Ibc aWfOipts 
otihe enemy, and full back on the forces passing nl \Vct» 
tin, if bo should bo attacked by superior numbers, but 
otherwise to rclain Hallo us long as possible. 

By these bold nnd decided movcnicuts, fho points of 
passage on Ibc Elbe, by which tb« armies passed, were 
nbondoiicd, and were to bu destroyed, if necessary; nml 
oilier bridges were erected below Mngdeburg, in cast of 
nred. The corps of observation, under general 'niumrn, 
before \Yittfnl)urg, ‘of about six. (bonsamf men, h the 
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ovcnt ot' the enemy Ibrcing a passage there Cor the purpose 
of aloiijcing the right bank of the Elbe, and returning by 
Magdeburg, had orders to retire on general Tauenzien, 
■who, ^vith 10,000 men, was to remain at Dessau, and, ac- 
cording to circumstances, either to manoeuvre oti the right 
bank against any possible cllbrtof the enemy, br l)y forces 
marches strengthen, in ease of need, the armies assembled 
on the Saalc. General Tauenzien, says the dcs})atch, will 
be assisted by all the Landsturm, and some smaller de- 
tached corps arc also to join him. 

General Plaiow, witli his cossacks, was now at Pegau , 
general Kloist at Wittgenstein, with the advance of the 
grand army of Bohemia, atAltenburg; and our communi- 
cation seemed to be completely established behind the rear 
of the French anny. 

Information was still vague of the movement of the ene- 
my ; but accounts Avere brought in on the evening of the 
10th, that he was moving troops from <thc dificrent points 
of Lutzen and Wurtzen to Eeipsic, and it was added 
that Bonaparte was expected to arrive there on the lOlh. 
His force between Dresden and Leipsic, exclusive of 
garrisons, may be estimated at 380,000 men: that of tin’ 
Silesian army at 65,000, and that of the Prince Boyal at 
60,000 with 600 pieces of arbllery ; and it is impossible 
to see a finer army, or one more fully equipped in all 
its parts. 

By die reports received this day, general PlatoAv, with 
all his cossacks, had arrived at Lutzen, having taken some 
hundreds of prisoners at Weisenfcls, and Avas in complete 
communication Avith the advance of general Woronzoff’s 
cossacks from Halle. Platow announced the assembling 
of the enemy’s army round -Leipsic. We have certain 
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accounts that the army of Bohemia is now between AUen- 
hnrg^ and Chemmlz, and general Bennigsen, with the Aus- 
trian division of GoUoredOy which Lad been joined to liiro, 
was meditating a demonstratiou towards Dresden. 

Geuend Blucher not 'enabled, by the bridge not 
being complete, to pass at Wcltin, but proceeded to 
Halle, where 'he passed. General Bulow did not pass 
this day, but the rest of the allied army was on the |cll 
baukofthe Saale. « 

At length the hostile armies had a most drcadfol con- 
flict; general Key had made a feint towards Berlin, but 
findinff his sehemo not fo answer, ho was recalled, and 
Bonaparte, now sensible of the danger of liis situation, 
being sorroanded, prepared to cut bis way through Iho 
allies, Tlic latter were, however, before bdnd with him, 
and on the l6thof October, general Blachcr attacked and 
totally defeated the corps under Ncj,MaHDont,and Ber- 
trand, who lost \Q,000 men in killed, wounded,, and pri- 
soners, and 40 pieces of cannon. This rictorj enabled the 
Prussian commander to advaoco close to Lcipsic, to which 
place the French retreated. It seems Bonaparte in per- 
son was present at the latter part of this action. Ilis prin- 
cipal attention, however, was attracted la another cjuartcr. 
Hiomain Bohemian army oDilcrprincc Schttartzcnlurg and 
(iio allied sovereigns was on (he other side of Lcipsic, in 
iho direct line of bis retreat. Wliilsl Key was cogageil 
srith Blachcr, Napoleon in person made n desperate at- 
tack onthis array, hoping to bre^ through it and cscnjic ; 
and by brioging up his cavalry under llic king orKaple-’, 
be did for a moment pierce (he centre of the allies. But 
their reserve cocung up soon changed the fortune of (he 
day, nod Napoleon was, with Immense lois.drivcn hark tv 
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llie ground iio originally occupied. Sanguinary as these 
battles proved, they were but 'preludes to the one which 
look place on the 18th. By that time tlic Crown Prince 
had brought up the whole of his forces, and being in direct 
, communication with prince SchwarUtenburg, a combined 
attack bn the French was agreed upon, and promptly put 
into execution. This grand batllo was fought with the 
desperation which its important results might be expected 
to give rise to. But at no time does the victory on the 
part of the allies appear to have been doubtful. Their 
success was certainly accelerated and rendered more de- 
cisive by the desertion of the German auxiliaries, who, in 
the midst of tljc action, came over to the allies. Tlic ar- 
tillery they brought with them was immediately turned 
upon their former friends, and tlic Crown Prince, witli 
great presence of mind, headed them in a charge against 
the very men by w!iosc»sidc they had l)ut a few minutes 
previous been fighting. The two-and-twenty pieces of 
cannon thus acquired by the allies arrived at the most oppor- 
tune moment. Sir Charles Stewart says in his despatch, 
** our artillery and ammunition were not all forward.” 
The latter indeed was actually expended at the very in- 
stant when the Saxons came over to the allies. The de- 
fection of their allies was decisive of the fate of the French. 
Their defeat Avas complete ; their loss being upAvards of 
40,000 killed, 'Avounded, and prisoners, and 65 pieces of 
cannon. Leipsic was the point on which they retreated, 
but here they were not sufiered to rest. On ’ the 19th 
that place was stormed, and 30,000 more prisoners, Avith 
.immense stores, fell into tlie hands of the conquerors. 
Here Napoleon experienced a very narrow escape, having 
quilted Leipsic hut two hours before the Allies entered it. 
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the shattered remains of liis army, consisting*, it ttos 
said, of only about G0,000 men, (remaining out of 180,000) 
retreated on Weisscnfels. He was there compelled to 
turn off, <thc road on the way to Erfurth being occupied 
by his enemies. 

These dreadful reverses on the part of the French, have 
not only been attended by the loss of men, but above 
twenty of their best generals have fallen sacrifices. Tlio 
Irfjndon Gazette mentions Regnicr, Ijaoriston, Bertrand, 
Valary, and Brune, as being Killed. In the storming of 
Licipsic, the poor old king of Saxony, with all his court, 
fell into the hands of the allies. 

The consequences of tlieso successes of the nllied Forces 
speedily became fruitful sources of speculation to the po- 
litician. Bad as the aUuation of Bonaparte was in the 
year 1812, when he fled like a fugUivo from Ilossia, it 
was comparative happiness to that which tlie present cx» 
hibited shortly after the battle of Lcipsic. At that period 
his army was sacrificed, but when be entered llio French 
territories bis enemies were not, as on the present occa- 
sion, close at bis heels. Besides, he bad then Russia 
alone to combat, but now he had cverj' power of Europe 
for bis enemy. 

During tlio heat of the battle, nil the Saxon .troops, 
uith four batteries of cannon, passed oicr to the allies, 
and took pert in tlie conflict against tho French, as well 
as the 'Wlrtembcrg cavalry under general Norinan. 

. The following is a copy of the German bulletin con- 
cerning tlie battle of Lcipsic. 

f'ertfett, Oct. 2UK ISI3. 

“ This day, Oct S-lUi, the' Imperial Rusrian colo- 
nel, baron Von Hcrbarl, orrived here os courier frort; 
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Leipsic; at which place Ihc head-quarters of the two 
emperors, the king of I*russia, tlic crown prince of S-sve- 
den, generals Bluchcr and Bcnnig'/cn, w'crc on the 10th, 
in consequence of the great victory obtained by the 
allied armies, over the cinperor Napoleon on the same 
day. 

" Already, on the 16th, the army of general Blu- 
clicr was engaged, at Groshugal, with the Frenoh 
corps d’armec, which was posted opposite to it. The 
enemy was overtlirown, with the loss of 48 cannon 
taken. 

“ The 17lh of October passed without any particu- 
lar lighting. The Emperor Napoleon had concen- 
trated his forces behind Lcipsic. The allied armies 
marched forward, by the roads of Halle, Dresden, and 
Allenberg, to a decisive engagement. 

On tlic l8tli of October, 'svith the rising sun, 
the emperor Napoleon debouched out of Lcipsic, and 
formed in columns for attack. The battle lasted the 
whole day, with indescribable obstinacy. Towards 
evening the French were driven towards Leipsic. A 
great portion of them garrisoned Leipsic^ 

“ On the 19th of October, at day break, tlie king of Sjtx- 
ony (who was with the emperor Napoleon) sent a flag of 
truce to the emperor of Russia, with a request that he 
would spare tlie town ; but the emperor of Russia, view- 
ing the flag of trace as the usual feint of the emperor 
Napoleon to gain time, ordered an immediate assault. 
The town was fortified with 96 cannon, and in defiance 
of all opposition, was carried, and the enemy forced to 
seek safety by flight. The result of this most memora- 
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ble of all victones was, on the evening of the 20ih of 
October, 

‘‘Prisoners: the king ol. Saxony J the marehals Mar* 
mont and Macdonald ; generals Regnier, Southam, Ber- 
t^nd, Lauriston, Dombrouski, and ten other generals ; 
general prince Poniatowski drowned ; general Grenier 
dead : marshal Ney wounded ; marshal Augereau, ac- 
cording to the^ account of prisoners, 800 stafT-officcrs 
prisoners; 25,000 killed and wounded; 35,000 takch ; 
25,000 sick in the hospitab, tdken ; 200 cannon, and 
800 powder waggons. The whole of Uio ' Saxons went 
over to the allies. A brigade of Saxons, already in ttio 
battle of the 18th, took part against the French. The 
Frenrh arc retreating m disorder by the roads ol 
Merscbergand Weissenfcls, aconsWerable body of caval- 
ry pursues them, and the allied army moves after Uicm un- 
remittingly, The Conner was an cye-wjtncss of the bat- 
tle and its result, Wo reckon that Napoleon saved only 
from 50 to lj0,0Q0 men. Tho horrors of defeat accom- 
pany them. Two hundred and fifty thousand men witli 
the emperor and king ol tlicii* head, pursue tljo flying army 
of the enemy. The Bavarian army had much earlier 
taken the direction of Gotlia to cut off the retreat of the 
French.” 

Bonaparte, however, continued Ins retreat, and on Ififc 
evening of thcOlhof November, discharges of artillery 
announced to tlie inhabitants of Paris, tho return of his 
imperial majesty. 

Tlio successes of the allies, however, we mast particu- 
larly attend to, and the following despatch from the 
allied array will shew, still furtlicr, how extemive th**/ 


were. 
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Ilead-guaricrs, Middffauscti, OcL Hhth. 

**Thc crown prince yesterday removed his head- 

' ji 

quarters to Slublbauscn, to which place he had advanced 
by Merseberg, Artem, and Sundcrshaiisen. 

‘^Tho ^cat results of the battle of Leipsic beeoTne 
more and more distinguishable every day. The army of 
the emperor Napoleon is retreating by forced marches, 
and every day sufiers considerable losses. It has taken 
its march towards Erfurt, but according to tho latest 
accounts, that place is in the possession of llic allies. 
General Bluchcr closely follows the enemy at every step,, 
whilst the great array of Bohemia, whose bead -quarters 
were on tho 24tli at Weimar, is moving on the side of 
his left wing; and the army of the north of .Germany is 
partly on tho side of the right wing, and in part stretches 
beyond his wing. Generals Yorck and Wasilschikow, 
whoso corps from the van-guard of the army of Silesia, 
have attacked the enemy’s rear guard, near Weisscnfels 
and Freyburg, and taken upwards of 4000 prisoners, 
40 pieces of artillery, and a number of ammunition- and 
baggage waggons. General Bubua has taken 600 pri- 
soners from the imperial guards at Buttlestcdt; and 
general Bennigsen, who marched by the way of BibrO to 
Ilnstenburg, has found a great number of stragglers and 
of' deserted cannon and ammunition waggons, all along 
the road. On the road to Erfurt, the emperor Napoleon 
himself gave orders to blow up more than 600 powder 
waggons. 

“ Colonel Chrapowitzky took possession of the city of 
Gotha, on the 22d, where he made prisoners the French 
minister Baron de St. Ayraon, 73 officers, and 900 men. 
He blew -up 50 powder-waggons. He then joined at 
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Molschleben; with general Howaisky, ivlio had been de- 
taehed from, the grand army to got round the French 
army. Cofonei Benkendorf at the same time disturbed 
the enemy on the whole of his march, to Erfurt: \ras 
contmually sMnnishing with the caralry of general Scbas- 
tiant, aad took a Dumber of prisoners.- General CzeruichclT 
to whose corps the aforesaid partizans belong, has march- 
ed to JSisenacb, to be beforehand ^rith the head of too 
enem/s colnmn. 

** On the 19th the emperor Napoleon bad his night 
qnartera at Mark ilaustadt; ontheSOtb at Wcisscnfcls ; 
tho 21st at £ckartshorge ; early on the 23d he was at 
Erfurty from whence he went to Gotha, Intercepted 
letters state, that the highroads in too whole neighbour- 
hood were covered, and as it were, sown wjto numbers of 
runaways, without arms or clothing. 

Marshal St, Cyr has made a movement from Dresden 
towards Torgau, probably with the intent of drawing the 
garrisons of that fortress, and of Wittenberg, to his corps, 
to reach Magdchurg,and from thence retreat to France. 
Several considerable corps d'arm^c ore advancing irom 
all sides towards each olbcr, and joining to engage him, 
and to cm him off. General Tanenzien is in too vicinity 
of JRosslau, and* will draw the corps of general Von 
Hirschtold and Von Ibumcn to hfs own. General coonl 
Tnuenzien follows toe ‘movements of General St. Cyr, 
and general Beonigsen, whoso army had already joined 
that of tho crown prince, will cause the corps of general 
Doktorolf to take tlic same direction, and wiU take on 
himself the command of all toe Bassian and Prassian 
troops ahicli are destined to act against the cnemVseorp^ 
'llie cordis of general Strogonon vriU join the nimyof tfw' 
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Crown Prince. General count Walinodcn observes the 
motions of general Davonst’s army, who most probably 
will no longer delay his retreat. 

*' The total loss of'flic allied army of the north of Ger- 
many, in the battle of Lcipsio, docs not exceed from 
two to 3000 men in killed and wounded. That of gene- 
ral count do Ixingcron has been more consldcral)lc. This 
general gives the greatest praise to the brave behaviour of 
generals Koptzewitsch, the count dc St. Priest, and gene- 
ral Rondzewitsch, as likewise to all the ofliccrs and sol- 
diers under liis command. 

" In the battle of the 18th of October, the lieutenant- 
general sir C. Stewart himself planted the English 
rockets in the midst of the briskest fire, and voluntarily 
undertook the performance of several of his royal high- 
ness’s orders, which he executed to the entire satisfaction 
of the Grown Prince. Generals Tawast and Lowcnhielm 
have distinguished themselves. The first brought up two 
batteries of 12 cannon to a point which was very briskly 
pressed by the enemy. And thereby contributed to se- 
cure this flank of the army. General Suremain himself 
directed the Swedish artillery, which fired on the gate of 
Leipsic, and afterwards on the streets of that city. Tlie 
cavalry of general Winzingcrodc is pushed forward as far 
as Vacb, and follows the enemy’s niotions, who appears in 
part to take the direction of Wetzlar. This general 
shewed the same talents and bravery in the battles of 
Leipsic, of which he liad before given so many proof?. 

The Russian infantry have sustained their anoieK'’^ 
fame, by a steadiness which always distinguishes thei^". 
Generals Worou^ofi’, Laptielf, Harpe, and Wonitsoh, have 
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by (heir conda-;t, given his roynl highness the highest sa 
tisfaction.” 

The following accaunt of the defeat of the Trencli 
at Hanau, by the Bavamns, whose king had joined 
the allies under general Wrede, is copied from llio 
supplement to the Frankfort gazette, of the 4th of No- 
vember. 


•* Head-Quarltrs^ Franlforl, Nov, 3, 1813 
“ After the capture of Wurtzhurg, the combined 
Austrian and Bavarian army directed its march on 
Hanau, in order to cnconntcr the grand Frcncli army, 
which was cfftcting its retreat by that place. Ou the 2Dtlt 
of October, our advanced guard encountered the enemy 
between Bottenbach and Geinhausen ; and after a severe 
combat, tlie general of division, de la Mottc, look from 
him two cannon, and four thousand prisoners, among 
which were two generals, and one hundred and fifty oflli- 
cers 

** 'rhe 30ih, in the morning, tho gcntrnl-m*chicf, count 
de Wrede, made a reconnoissancc, from mIhcIi it was 
positively ascertained that tho enemy liad still from siit) 
to eighty thousand men. In consequence of the detach- 
roenls which the combined army had made, it had only 
thirty thousand men m front of Ilauau: and tho gene- 
ral-m-chicf, who, wUh forces so unequal, could not op- 
pose the project of the enemy to cfTcct lus retreat h) the 
road to Frankfort determmed, nl least, to render that 
optration os difilcult as possible. In consequence, he 
placed the combined army before Ilunau, the nglit w»ng 
leaning upon the Benzmg, find Uic left n ehttol upon 
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the roads which lead from Gelnhausen to Frank- 
fort. 

“ The advanced guard had orders to retire into the 
position of the army, which movement general de Carl- 
lotte executed with the greatest regularity. On the 
left wing of the combined army, in the plain between 
the town of Hanau and the \vood of Lampner, several 
batteries bad been placed to receive the enemy when he 
should debouch. The greatest part of the cavalry had 
also been posted there, to prevent, as much as possible, the 
enemy from forming. 

On the 30th, at 11 o’clock in the morning, the 
enemy advanced upon the road, in heavy columns, whilst 
their tirailleurs passed through the wood. One hundred 
and eighty pieces of cannon were brought forward to 
oblige the allied army to give way. The emperor 
Napoleon made every effort Ito attain that object, but in 
vain. The allied army, with heroic bravery, kept posses- 
sion of the field of battle until night. The heavy 
charges of cavalry on the left wing, and all the attacks 
upon the right, were repulsed. The Bavarian general, 
count Bekero, with his division, particularly contributed, 
by the most glorious firmness, to this success. 

“ The enemy had suffered considerable loss, particu- 
larly in his old guard. The object of the commander, to 
impede the retreat of the enemy was accomplished ; and 
in the night,' he withdrew his left wing behind Hanau, in 
order not to expose it without necessity, as well as 
to enable liim to renew the combat on the following 
day. 

“ The enemy commenced his retreat. In order to 
cover it, he attacked Hanau by assault, which was occu- 
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pied by the Austrian brigade dcDicnar; several of bis 
attempts were fruitless ; and be was obliged to content 
himself with throwing sqme shells into the town ; 
this fire, however, did but little damage during the 
nighU 

" Ip order to spare the town, and prevent the renewal 
oi the bombardment, the gcneral-m-chicf withdrew the 
garrison op the 3Ut of October, at three in the morning. 
Thp French, however, on their entry into Hanau began 
to pillage, and drive out the mhabitanla wlm were occu- 
pied in extinguishing the fire; the gcneral-in-chief resolv- 
ed to prevent the destruction of the town, and caused it 
to bo retahen at two o'clock in tbo aitornoon of tlm same 
day. The general accompanied by his suite, end with 
the Austrian general do Gappert, at the head of a column 
of grenadiers, and Austrian chasseurs, directed five as- 
sault in person, which took place will) the greatest regu- 
larity, In half an hour the town was token, but the coni- 
aiandcr-in'Chief was mortally wounded. This irrcpamble 
loss for the allied army, incensed the troops to a degree, 
whicli rendered it no longer possible to rci.lrain them ; 
every Frenchman that could bo found in the city was 
hayonetted. The enemy posted iKcmscKes beyond tfio 
gales, upott Ac lirWgt ot Ui, Bcniing.bat ia spile of Ac 
most spirilea rcsislanco, be was immcaiolclj ariien from 
bis posiUon. ona Ac next monjing be compiriclp cf- 
fected Ills retreat. The nlUed atroy is in pursuit of 

him. . , • I I 

“ Hie troops of the combined army vied with each 
other, in giving proofs of Ac most disUiiguisliea ralour. 
Tlieir loss is oainparalively incoasidetabl. ; it aroonnti lo 
lire total to 7000 tilled, wounded, ar> ' eomprising sniar 
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missing ; the army lias lost neither colours nor cannon ; 
the enemy, on the contrary, have left upon tlie field of bat- 
tle 15,000 men, killed and wounded ; the greatest part of 
the latter have perished in the wood of Lampner ; the ra- 
pidity with which the enemy effected his retreat not having 
permitted him to carry them off. The road from Hanau 
to Fmnkfort is covered with dead bodies, dead horses, 
and dismounted ammunition waggons ; and proves the 
disorder in which the remains of the grand French army 
fled. Fugitives are taken upon all the roads, and besides 
those already mentioned, 15,000 prisoners have recently 
been brought in : their numbers augment every instant. 
Among these prisoners are found the generals M.orsell 
arid Avesani, and 280 officers. 

Fresnel.” 

On the 16th of November, the emperor of Austria, 
accompanied by the emperor Alexander, and the kmg of 
Prussia, entered Frankfort in great state, with the resto- 
ration of his titles and power as emperor of Germany. 

As a further corroboration of the- successes of the allies, 
we insert a transcript of the bulletin of the Crown Prince, 
dated, 

Head-quarters, at jHawo'cer, Non. 10, 1813. 

The Prince Royal has transferred his head-quarters 
to lianover, after having marched through Gottingen, 
Eimbeck, and Fltzi. 

The emperor Napoleon has repassed the. Rhine at 
Mentz; he left the roads covered with dead and dying. 
These sad irrefragable testimonies of his defeats have in- . 
dicated to the allied armies the route which they had to 
pursue : Hanau, in fine, has become to Napoleon a new 



42-2 HISTORY OF NAPOLEON BONAPARTE, 

Bonaparte’S body-gnard attacked. 

Beresyna. It is only to the heroism of his soldiers, and 
the talents of his generals, that he owed his safety. 

General Gzftrmscheff, who constantly formed the ad- 
vanced guard of the French army during its retreat to- 
wards the Rhine, greatly contributed to the result of the 
battle of Hanau. That general harassed the enemy dar- 
ing the whole of the 30th of October ; and having learned, 
on the 31st, that a corps of 10,000 cavalry was escorting 
tlie emperor Napoleon, bo resolved to charge tlmm with 
five regiments of Cossacks, in which he succeeded even 
beyond Ids hopes, for he several times ovecthtew the cuc- 
my, who was compelled to retire under the fire of Isis can- 
DOB, and took from him 400 prisonm. 

“ This general, from Erfurt to the banks of the Rhine, 
has been incessantly a-head of Napoleon; sometimes at- 
tacking bis advanced guard, at other times retarding his 
march by blowing up the bridges, cutting up the roads, 
or throwing up ahbatis. These opemtions, which the 
emperor Napoleon affects to consider as an unfair mode 
of war, because they aro pernicious to him, compelled him 
to engage in many combats, in which general Czcrni^chcff 
took 4000 prisoners, including two colonels, and thirty 
other officers. The general’s division has always acted 
ns the flying corps of the north of Germany, of that army 
which Napoleon found at Gros Reuren, at Dcnncn itz, and 
at Lcipsic. 

Tilarshal Davoust still occupies IiU old position on 
the Stccknitz, and can no longer effect his retreat to 
France. 

Tlic army recovers from its fatigues, and Is repairing 
its clolVimg and equipage. 

** The regency of the clectorute of Ilnnover has 
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Reasons for the Allies combining against Bonaparte. 

re-established, and the enemy now occupies on the Lower 
Elbe only Harburg, Stade, and the small fort of Hope ; 
but it may be presumed, that he cannot long defend them. 
The inhabitants of all classes have displayed at Hanover, 
and other places of the electorate, proofs of the most 
touching affection for their sovereign. - The Prince Royal, 
whose fortune it formerly was to command them as an 
enemy’s general, has i-eceived with sensibility, the marks of 
recollection and acknowledgment, which they have given 
him, for the manner in which he acted towai'ds them. 

“ The head-quartex'S of the allied army were on the 5th 
at Frankfoi't. Thus, then, the unheard-of efforts which 
France has made in 1813, have had the same results as 
those she made in 1812. The French legions, which 
caused the world to tremble, are retiring, and seeking 
safety behind the Rhine, the natural frontier of France, 
and which would' be still a barrier of iron, had not Napo- 
leon wished to subjugate all nations, and to ravish from 
them their country. Although these limits appear fixed 
by nature, the Russian army pi'esents itself before them, 
because Napoleon went to seek the Russians at Moscow; 
the Prussian army appears before them, because, in breach 
of his sworn faith, Napoleon still retains the fortresses of 
that monarchy ; the army of Austria appears befox'e them, 
because she has insults to revenge, and because she recol- 
lects that, after the peace of Presburg, the title of empe- 
ror of Germany was tom from her supreme chief ; if the 
Swedes are there also, it is because, amid profound peace, 
and in violation of the most solemn treaties, Napoleon 
treacherously surprised them at Stralsund, and insulted 
them at Stockholm. 

“ The allies regret the misfortunes of the French ; they 
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lament Uie calamities which the war brings in its train ; 
rnd far from beings dazzled/ like IfapoleoD, by the success 
wUU which Providence has favoured their arms, they arc 
ardently desirous of peace. Al! nations sigh for Uial 
boon of Heaven, and Napoleon, Napoleon alone, has hi- 
tlierto placed himself in opposition to the happiness of tho 
world. Hence all the princes, lately Ids allies, hasten to 
abjure the ties which connected them with liiro ; even those 
whose states had been aggrandized in eonscquence of his 
power, or his influence, renounce their nggrandizcmcnl 
and his pretended friendship.” 

In consequence of the successes over the emperor Nn* 
polcon, Holland was liberated from the French >okc. 
For tNvertty years Holland had been subjugated by Uic 
French ; and during thalpcriod the Dutch sutTcred every 
insult, and every species of privation. The day of rclri- 
butioi), however, at length arrived; and llic viclOTj of 
L<eipsic accomplished (lie deliverance of Holland. It ap- 
pears, that 05 soon ns (he retreat of tho French across the 
Khino was ascertained, a number of tho most respectable 
citizens of Amsterdam met, and concerted the plan of a 
counter-revolution. To this measure but little opposition 
was Dpprehended on the part of iho enemy, as almost all 
the French troops were drafted out of the country', iromc- 
diatcly nfler tho disasters nl Lcipslc. A few Douaniers 
only wore left, and these of course were not very ambi- 
tious of appearing. Every thing, thereforp, being pre- 
pared, on Monday, tho I4tli of November, the Orange 
colours, with the old words of Orange IJozen, with orange 
upon them, were displayed at Ainstenlaiu. This was the 
signal. The people rose h a body. So cries were heard 
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Revolution in Holl&nd. 

but those which signified their intention to resume their 
ancient freedom, and their ancient attachments ; Indepen- 
dence and the House of Orange ! Rotterdam, Utrecht, 
the Hague, Leyden, and other towns, immediately fol-. 
lowed the example of Amsterdam. On the 19th the 
Orange flag was hoisted with great solemnity at Rotter- 
dam. Such indeed was the alarm of the French, that 
they evacuated every strong place except Gorcum ; and 
shortly afterwards the whole of Holland was in the hands 
of the Dutch patriots. 

The French armies met with the utmost disasters, 
and were overcome in all directions by the forces of the 
allied sovereigns. The emperor Napoleon left his army, 
and repaired to Paris in the month of November, where 
he immediately met his council and proceeded to business. 
A proclamation was forthwith published, demanding 
pecuniary assistance, and three hundred thousand eon- 
scripts. 

By two bulletins from the Crown Prince of Sweden it 
appears that the whole of the dutchy of Holstein, with 
the exception of the fortresses of Gluckstadt and Rends- 
burg, was in the possession of that warrior. In the latter 
of these places it seems the Danish army had taken refuge, 
after being cut off from marshal Davoust’s corps, and 
had been defeated in two actions by general Walmoden’s, 
and by the Swedish forces. Reudsburg, however, was 
shortly, after surrounded, and the Danish army cut off 
from all hope of succour. At the solicitation of the 
Danes, the crown prince granted them an armistice of 
fourteen days, before the expiration of which it was ex- 
pf^ted that the Danish monarch would dissolve his con- 
aection with the French emperor. By the terms of thp 
von. XII. — NO. 64^. 3 i 
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armistice, the whole of Holsteiu, and that part of Skswi^ 
bordering* on the Eyder, were to remain in possession of 
the allies j and the Danish army in Heudsburg* was to 
remain unmolested j but it was to receive provisions only 
through the country occupied by the ailied troops ; they 
were to make no addition to the existing works of the 
place. , 

In consequence of the disasters sustained by the 
French armies, and this afmost compleat overthrow, to- 
gether with the desertion of several of the Frcoc)} mo- 
narch’s allies, negociationa for peace were set on foot, 
and in the sitting of the Conservative Senate on the 27lh 
of December, 1813, it was sold in the report, “ Tim em- 
peror perceived that it was time to order the French to 
evacuate Germany. He returned with them, fighting at 
almost every step, and on the narrow route where so 
many open defections and silent treacheries confined his 
progrcss<and ids motions, new trophies marked hisretnro. 
Wc followed him with some uneasiness in the midst of 


so many obstacles, over which he alone could Iriiimph. 
With joy wc saw him return to Ids frontiers, not with Ids 
accuslomcd good fortune, but not without heroism and 
without glory. Having returned (o his capital, he tnmed 
Ids eyes from those fields of battle where the world had 
admired him for fifteen years; he desired peace, and ns 
soon as the hope of a negocintion seemed possthlr, he 
hastened to seize it. Tlie events of. the war led the 
baron dc St. Aignan to the head-quarters of the allied 
powers. Tlicre he taw the Austrmn iniotster, prince 
Metfemich, and the Ilussian roinister count ICrsselwIe. 
Boll), in the name of their courts, laid before him, in a 


confidential^ 


the basis of a general pacidcalion. 

< , 


/ 
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The Allies pass the Rhine. 

The English ambassador, lord Aberdeen, was present at 
this conference. Baron St. Aignan, being desired to 
acquaint his court with all he had heard, faithfully acquit- 
ted himself of this commission. Though France had 
a right to hope for other proposals, the emperor sacrificed 
every thing to his sincere wish for peace. He caused 
the duke of Bassano to write to prince Metternich, that 
he admitted, as the basis of negociation, the general 
principle contained in the confidential report of M. 
de St. Aignan. After some time came the declaration of 
the allied powers, which certainly spake in a moderate 
tone.” 

The negociation was shortly after broken off, and on 
the 20th of December, the grand army of the allies broke 
up from Friburg, and commenced the passage of the 
Rhine, the natural boundary of France. They crossed 
the river at several different points, principally at Basle, 
Remfeldt, and Stein ; at none of which did they ex- 
perience any resistance. The allied armies advanced in 
all directions towards the frontiers of France, and enter- 
ed within its boundaries. Even the republic of Geneva 
shook off the French yoke; and the Paris papers 
give a very curious account of this event ; “ If the 
commandant had not been struck with apoplexy — if 
the prefect had done bis duty — and'^ the second in com- 
mand had not ran away — it would not have hap- 
pened.” Geneva was taken possession of by count 
Bubna. 

The French emperor who had joined his army, was 
defeated in a general action, by only a part of the allied 
army. From Brienne, the field of battle, he retreated 
upwards of forty miles, his head-quarters being on the 
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'Hie Allies eater Parb 

7tli of February, 1814, at Nograt sur Seine, scarcely 50 
miles from Paris, 

The French emperor advanced upon a part of marshal 
Blucher'a army, who were advancing upon l*arfs, and 
took about six thousand prisoners. He then Jeft M«r- 
roont to watch Bluclicr, whilst he proceeded a^^ajnsl prince 
Schwartzenburg, whose advanced posts in the interim, 
had got ns near Paris as FonfainbJeau. Tlic allies 
being once separated, Bonaparte determined to keep 
them so. By a successi -n of attacks ho competed (ho 
main army to retire sue essivciy to Son®, Nogenl, and 
ttUitnately to Troyes, Tiatcily was invested on the 23rd 
of February, and on the retreat of the Austrians vvu% 
token possession of by the French the next day, When 
the French entered Troyes, the Austrian tielJ.man>hai 
sent to demand an armistice; but the motives for this 
step did not nppear, for, oven according to the French 
accounts, no action of a decisive nature had taken place 
since the actions with Blacher above noticed. This pro- 
posal for an armistice, however, came to nothing, 

Tfie allies continued to advance, and in every .action 
they vrcrc amazingly successful; hut we regret that onr 
limits will not allow ns to enter into Uic parlicuhvrs of 
those glorious victories, which eventually were the 
means of dethroning Napoleon, and occasioninir hii 
exile, 

'Hie emperor Alexander, wiU tno king of IV»«b, 
inarched into Paris on the morning of llic 3tst of Meuxh, 
where they were received by ail ranks of the populaUon 
with llic warmest acclamations. windors of the 

best houses were filled with well-dressed persons wnriig 
white bondkeichie'* and clapping (heir hands ; the pop’s 
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Great joy of tho Parisians. 

lace intermixed with many of the superior class, were in 
the streets, pressing forward to see the emperor, and to 
endeavour to touch his horse. The general cry was, 
Vive r empereur Alexandre,”/' Vive notre Liberateur,” 
Vive le Roi de Prusse.” Very many persons appeared 
with white cockades, and there was a considerable cry of 
" Vive Louis XVIII,” " Vive les Bourbons,” which 
gradually increased. Their imperial and royal highnesses 
proceeded to the Champs Elysees, where a great part of 
the army passed in review before them, and, as usual, 
in the most exact order. His imperial majesty was 
lodged in the house of M. Talleyrand, Prince of Bene- 
vento. 

The following is a copy of the second London 
Gazette Extraordinary, published April 9th, 1814. 


- Foreign Oflice, April dth, 1814. 8 p. w. 

" Despatches have this day been received at this 
office, from general lord viscount Cathcart, K. T. an- 
nouncing the abdication of the crown of France and 
Italy, by Napoleon Bonaparte, in terms of which the 
following is a translation. 

“ The allied powers having proclaimed that the em- 
peror Napoleon was the only obstacle to the re-establish 
ment of the peace of Europe, the emperor Napoleon, faith- 
ful to his oath, declares that he renounces for himself 
and his heirs, the thrones of France and Italy, and that 
there is no personal sacrifice, even that of life, which he 
is not ready to make to the interests of France.” 

“Dated at the palace of Fountainbleau, April, 6, J814.” 

VOL, III. — NO, 65 3 K 
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Jioaaparte sent to Elbt, 

The emperor Alexander, thinking it indecorous that 
Bonaparte should remain at ronlainhleau, and occupy 
one of the royal scats, ^^hlIst Monsieur took possession of 
the capital in his brother’s name, sent Inm off uithan 
escort of two thousand Co«sacks, commanded by count 
Orloff, with orders not to lose sight of him, until he should 
have reached the Island of Xlba, where some of them 
Were to conlmuti to guard him 

By the treaty which assigned Elba as the place of 
Napoleon’s future residence, ho was recognized as a so- 
vereign m his own right IIis flag was to bo rcspcclcil; 
«nd, the Island of Elba was secured to him jn perpetuity 
The allies pledged themselves to the mnintcmnco of the 
trcatyinall itsparts, upon the implied understanding, that 
Bonapartoshould alsoabidc by the stipulations into which 
he had entered While he was, however, comtemplatcd by 
the treaty, as an independent so\creign, howaspracU* 
cally treated as a jimoncr oj tear. 
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Bonaparte at Elba, 


CHAPTER XVI. 


The deportment of Bonaparte during his residence at 
Elba, forms an interesting part of his singular and eventful 
life. We are naturally curious to know, how such a cha- 
racter will develop itself in new, and untried circumstances ; 
calculated to elicit the nature and extent of his mental re- 
sources, The following curious account from the pen of 
a barrister, may be relied upon as authentic. 


Extract of a Letter from Porto Ferrajo, in Elba, doled in 

September, 1814. 

** On the 4th day after my arrival, I issued from my 
lodging, and inquired, as usual, if the Emperor was yet re- 
turned.* Yes, he landed last night, at nine o’clock. He 
seldom makes his appearance abroad before four o’clock in 
the evening. Atthathour I wentup to the Palace, mounted 
upon the terrace, and in spite of itsbeing forbidden ground, 
made good my station, by beginning immediatelyto chat to 
the grenadiers on duty, abouttheirbattles, about Paris, and 
the Palais-Royal, which recollection drew sighs from the 
rugged warriors ; about politics, and the glorious achieve- 
ments of the gr eat TSTapoleon. The imperial guardsmen are 
really noble fellows, and nearly gentlemen in their deport- 






* He had been, visiting a contiguous Island. 
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Descnplion of Doaaparte 

raent. They have fine pay, wear powder, dress showily 
and drink up all the good wine in the Island. They were 
very curious aboutlhe Congress, and demanded iftlicrow'as 
any chance of the Emperor's going to live at Parma. I 
hsked them if they were not contentwhere theywero; they 
said the people of the Island were villainous set, but they 
Mere content, because they were with /uw. During our 
chat, an officer passed by. and asked w hat I wanted. The 
answer was prompt: Un Anglois,” and "curiosity to see 
the Emperor.” He scowled and departed. It is an error 
to suppose that Bonaparte and his people overflow at pre- 
sent with kindness to the English; he show’s no extraor- 
dinary atlcntion to them; and those tbatsurround him arc 
mostly of a' spirit very hostile to llic name of England, 
Bonaparte was visiting his Mother, and, after waiting tin 
hour in a violent sun, upon n sign, Iho guards flow to arms 
in the twinkling of an eye, (be drums bent up, ffircc officers 
advanced low'ards Madame Mcro's house, witli all thotnarks 
of zeal and devotion imaginable, and presently the once 
inigbly I/ord of the continent made bis nppcarnncc. He 
but little resembles the notion I had of bim, or any other 
man I ever saw. He is tlic squarc^t figure, I think, I ever 
recollect to have seen, andovtrcrocly corpnlcnt. Jlisfuce 
is a perfect square, from (he cflccls of fat, and ns he has 
no whiskers, his chops arc thrown more into ^cU^^. lids 
description, joined to bis odd little ihrec-comcd cocked* 
hal,and very plain clothes, would certainly give him the op- 
peamneo of n vulgar person. If the impression was not 
counteracted by hiscrcctsoldicry carriage, and thepf cuHar 
manner of his walking, which isconDdcnl, Ihcalricnkand 
even a little rullian-likc; for he stamps the ground orry 
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step, and at the same time twists his body a little. He was 
dressed that day in a green coat turned up Avi th adirty white, 
buttoned with one button across the breast, single-brested 
like a Quaker’s, no cmbroidery,no epaulets, but lying quite 
close every Avhere,AAuthcassimcre breeches and waistcoat,’ 
and white cotton stockings. His neck is short, his shoulders 
very broad, and his chest open. He had to mount upon the 
terrace by a Avooden board, throAvn negligently therefor the 
purpose, and an officer placed himself behind it, uncovered, 
like all the rest, and in the posture of one of the patients at 
the game of leap-frog. The emperor laid hold of his^ 
shoulders, and so helped himself up, Avithout saying one- 
word, or even looking at the man. Tavo paces after he Avas 
so near me, that I mighthave pinched bis nose, had I been so 
disposed, but I thought it better not. His feature.s, I then 
saAV, are remarkably masculine, regular, and Avell formed. 
He seemed in good humour, and had more of a leer than a 
smile upon his mouth, Avhich, notwithstanding a beautiful 
set of teeth, could not conceal that expression, Avliichmen 
immoderately exalted’in their OAvn opinion of themselves, . 
generally carry about that feature. His skin is course and. 
weather-beaten, though quite unwrihkledi; and his colour, 
bad and' sunrburnt, Avould spoil! his handsome features, if 
they Avere not already' altered! by fat.. His countenance is 
not of that pensive meditating cast>which his picture gives 
him ; but in revenge, his eyes possess a natural and unaf-^ 
fected fierceness, the most extraordinary I ever beheld. • 
They are full, bright, and of a brassy colour. As soon as , 
he.Avas come upon the terrace, he directly looked at me, 
and continued to do soiasdong as it Avas possible, andihis 
stare is by.farthe most determined and intenseleverexpe-; 
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rienced. This time, however, cariosity made me a niafch, 
and I vanqoisbcd him. It iswhcn he regards you, that you 
mark the singular expression of his eyes. No frown— no 
ill humour— no affectation of appearing terrible, but the 
genuine expression of that iron, inexorable temper, upon 
which any drop of the milk of human kindness that may 
have ever fallen, must instantly turn to rust. 

" He goes every day in a barouche and four, with a pic- 
quet of ten hussars, an officcrand a Mamcluke,to hiscoim* 
try house; whithcrheisalsoaccompanicd hyfus molbcr, 
inanothcr carriagennd four, and by Madame Bertrand, and 
altogether, theyforma gay lookingparty. I saw him nt his 
country house feeding the chickens, as well ns I could 
judge. Ho slccpslittlo at night, and without taking offhis 
clothes — riscsattwo.orcTcnatonoo’cIockintbomoming— 
hrcakfastsaltcnorclevcn— thcngoestobcd'.playsbiHiartls 
athismoUicr’shousc.andsomotimcscardsin thecrening— 
pays allhcloscs, but never accepts ulmt he a ins, so that the 
Ladicsofhonour,and others, gain much bythis method. I 
am informed that ho supportshis fall with unalterable firm' 
ness; that he is cheerful and pleasant company, Joins with 
every body, and has always something to say for himself. 
Ho nor his molhcrncvcr allude m conYcrsallon to the sub- 
ject of their reverses. It is tho custom here to pay hrm 
marks of reverence, which I neversaw practised about tlie 
persons of the potentates. General Bertrand sits In tho 
carriage with iiirn, uncovered, nt the risk of getting n roup 
de sofeif. You take off your hat at his npproacli at the 
greatest distance yoa think it povsibhheenn d/scernyou. 
In (ho mean time ho looks nt you without taking nny other 
notice ofyoii. Madame la Mere is thebcstlooUngwoman 
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of her time of life I have seen, (sheis near seventy) and must 
have been formerly very handsome ; her countenance is at 
once sweet and dignified, notwithstanding the obscurity of 

her origin. “ She is good and kind,” said , “ but her 

education and talents are very moderate.” She made a 
good use of her influence, when her son was the king of 
kings, and prevented many bad things from being done.” 

The influence of the character of Bonapart6 continued to 
be felt more or less throughout Europe, even during his re- 
sidence at Elba. It possessed, even then a magnetic qua- 
lity which drew attention to that, otherwise, insignificant 
spot. He continued to force himself upon attention : and 
demonstrated, that the influence which he exercised upon 
thepopulation of Europe, arose rather outof the direct per- 
sopal idea of him which he had indelibly impressed, than 
from the adventitious symbols of greatness of which he was 
then divested. Every eye was directed to the spot which 
he had rendered important by residing upon it. He was 
watched in imagination as the ancients might have watch- 
ed the giant, who was chained under Mount ^Etna, and 
whose movements produced the convulsions of the earth.” 

The residence of Bonapartd at Elba, was composed of 
two buildings of each three windows in length, and two 
stories high: joined together by another building, of four 
windows in length, and one story high ; green blinds, a 
brown door, and two centmels at the door. The fitting up 
of the interior displayed the most elegant taste, and the 
saloon was capable of containing one hundred persons. 
Sleeping very little, he was an early riser, and in the 
exercise of riding would tire two or three horses ; and 
sometimes labour late at night. 
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Intemews •witli Boaaparte 

Major — — , having rnado his way to Porto rerrojo, in 
the Isle of Elba, announced himself as an English officer, 
and was introduced to Bonapart6 The audience being 
closed, he was gratified bj receiving the CK-emperor’s com- 
mands to dine with him lie describes the banqoct as 
sumptuous beyond imperial splendor. Bonapnrtb was re- 
markably free and communicative, neither inviting nor 
avoidingpoliticaldisciissions. lie talkcdnndlistcncd witli 
•complacency, and withont effort, addressing the English 
who were present, with marked distinction. As the night 
advanced, he became more animated, singing various 
Chansons a botre, in cvccllenl taste. The entertainment, 
contrary to the custom of France, was continued Tinlll 
about eleven, when it broke up. 

At a later period, the Uon. Mr. S— n, son of the carl 
of S. visited Elba, and sought an interview witli the de- 
throned sovereign, who was now more difficult of access. 
He was desired by one of the general officers to return in 
about tw o hours, and at lliccxpirat ion of that interval, was 
told thattlic emperor would receive him in the evening. 
Abouttcno’clock, he was conducted into a garden, in which 
the emperor W’as walking by moonlight. Hnvlng acco'ttcd 
Bonaparte, witli becoming reverence, hcuaarccchcd with 
great politeness. They continued to wnlh in the garden 
during the whole of the interview. In the course of tlio 
conversation, Bonaparte, having introduced the subject of 
England, observed, "'IVcll, vir,l thinki slnll visit Englmd 
one of these days. I had some thoughts of being in I/m- 
don (smiling) a few jears since, but I am much more in 
earnest now.” TIjc nudicncc lasted for about half an hour, 
when Mr. S n icspcclftiUy took his leave. 
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CRfrnge in the Emperor's hahits. 

The earlier part of the time passed by the emperor at 
Elba, was filled up with the most indefatigable activity. 
Whatever might be the state of the weather, he went regu- 
larly to his country-house, of St. Martin. After breakfast 
he frequently reviewed his little army, requiring the greatest 
regularity in their exercises and manoeuvres, and enforcing 
the strictest discipline. After the review he mounted his 
horse for bis morning ride. With philosophers of the Insti- 
tute, and of the Royal Academy of London, he conversed 
on the recent discoveriesin natural philosophy, chemistry, 
and galvanism, and talked with the military about the 
historical memoirs which he was writing of his campaigns. 

About the beginning of autumn, a remarkable change 
took place in the manners and habits of the emperor. Hither- 
to he had exhibited the utmost apparent resignation to his 
fate ; and had discovered the greatest predilection for the 
company of sir Neil Campbell, the British officer who ac- 
companied him to Elba. Having been visited by some of 
his family and friends from Paris, he became restless and 
dissatisfied. What passed at that interview is unknown; 
but, from that time he avoided the society of sir N. Camp- 
bell, and became difficult of access. With folded arms, 
and agitated step he paced the sea-shore. It is probable 
that having learned the discontents which prevailed in 
France, he was then meditating that return, which to the 
astonishment of Europe he so singularly accomplished. 

Having formed his plan of escape, Bonaparte made active 
preparations for quittingElba and gave strict orders against 
the admission of strangers into the island. Hehad forsome 
time corresponded with thedisaffected in France, by means 
of an ingenious cipher ; and, had ascertained, that, he had 
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with nn important party in Ills favor in France, especially 
amongst the military. 

With a view to his departure, the emperor piircliascd 
'Otne small feluccas atGonoa,annrni(ionntNaples,niul a 
few arms at Algiers. On the 25tli of February, 1815, ho 
presided at a fete, on which occasion ho appeared lobe re- 
markably cbecrrul. On ihefollowingday.lmvingrovicucd 
bislittlcarmy,atthcirdisfnissalbc ordered tbcmto prepare 
for immediate service, and to assemble on the same parade 
at six o’clock in tlic evening. Being assembled at the ap- 
pointed fiinc,Bbnnparte,baving’fDrn)cd theminto abollow 
square, placed himself in (heir centre ; and, tinfoMcd to 
them, In that style of popular eloquence for uliich ho ttnn 
so remarkable, bis purposes and views. He assured them 
that France, Belgium, and Italy, Invited him toresume the 
imperial crown, and that it was only necessary tocITcct tiN 
iandinginFrancCjtoinducobisformerarmytorally around 
bis standard. lie concluded bis nnlmatcd npjjcal with the 
following expressions : '* What say you .soldiers, arc yon 
prepared to follow me, and to partake of my fortune, my 
glory, and if there bo any, my perils and labours?" 

The most enthusiastic acclamations furnUbcil the re- 
.sponsc. and Napoleon immediately conducted them to the 
place of embarkation. The nmonnl of his army consisted 
of 1,1-10 men } his licet, of a l»rig, l/Inconstanl, mounting 
tn enty-six guns, and six small transports. The invasion 
of a kingdom containing 28,fH)0,000 of souls with such a 
force, would generally be pronounced absurd J bnt, the !»• 
vaderwas himself n host. Ilocnlculated upon the 
elTcct which Ids per.s-onnl appearance would produce, nnd, 
tic e%'ent justilicii his anticipattoffs 
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Embarkation of Bonaparte’s Army, 


At eight o’clock in the evening, this insignificant army 
was embaiked. The signal of departure was the firing of a 
cannon, followed by tbeshoutof “ Paris or death.” SirNeil 
Campbell was in Italy, no cruiser was in sight — the night 
clear — wind favouarble, and every thing auspicious. Be- 
fore morning they hoped to double the island of C?ipraria 
and to be out of reach of the cruisers on that station. The 
wind dying away, they had at day-break made only six 
leagues progress, and were still between Capraria and Elba. 
Somevesselswere now seen in the offing, of sufficient force 
to excite their alarm. The captain and crew urged an im- 
mediate return to Porto Ferrajo ; but the emperor was reso- 
lute to proceed. “ He had set his fife upon a cast and he 
would stand the die.” If overtaken, he determined to an- 
nounce himself, and trust, in the first instance, to the influ- 
ence of his narm. If that failed,he would rely on the courage 
of his veteran guard, and attemptto carry them by boarding ; 
but no notice was taken of his little squadron, for he had 
previously lulled suspicion, by the frequent appearance of 
his own brig, and another jailing to Genoa and Leghorn, the 
English and French cruisers having been accustomed to 
meethis flag, paid no attention tO it on the present occasion. 

The wind freshening about noon, they were off Leg- 
horn at four in the afternoon, when they fell in with a 
ship of war which' proved to be the Zephyr, Captain 
Andrieux, who was personally known to Taillade, a 
lieutenant of the Inconstant, who undertook to carry on 
the conference. After a short parley, by which Andrieux 
was completely imposed upon, they separated, and w'ere 
soon out of sight of each other: 

At day break on the 28th, a sevenfy-four gun ship was 
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visible at a distance of font Icagacs ; tbcliulc flotilla hovi - 
ever was not noticed by it. At seven, in the morning, they 
discovered thecoast ofNoHj at noon, Antibes wasvisiblc, 
and at three o’clock in the morning of the 1st of Hrarcli, 
tbeycnteredthegulfof Juan^ashortdistancefromrrejns, 
in the department of Tar. Bonaparte now mustered his 
troops on deck, and presenting them witli the national co* 
lours, ordered them to throw the cockndc of Elba into the 
sea, which was done amidst shouts of*‘Vivc VcropcrciiT.’* 
Id the afternoon, the whole of the troops were discm* 
harked, and, as the emperor again set foot on the Trench 
territory, he exclaimed *• the Congress is dissolved !” 

Tho unexpected appearance of the individual, with 
Viflbsc name was associated recollections of the most 
heroic exploits, produced n magical illusion, eminently 
favourable to his object. Under its influence, he prose- 
cuted his eventful journey, rccciv ing’conVlnual accessions 
of volunteers, until ho armed on the 5th, nl Gap, where 
lie issued two proclamations; ono addressed “ To the 
Army!’ tlie other, To the Treneh VcopteT 

On tho 5lli, Ifapolcon nd^allccd towards Grcnohlc 
X’inding his progress contested, he proceeded low nr<N tho 
royal troops, and arming within pislohshot, he alighted, 
and baring his bosom, exclaimed, ** Behold mo ! If tl«cro 
is one soldier among you who wishes to kill his emperor, 
let him come forward from the ranks and tire upon me I” 
Tlic arms of every soldicrwcrc hurled on the ground. A 
un^^crsalshoatof“Vl^cVcrapcrcur''succccd^'d ..ihcgtntd 

nml (l)D soldiers cnibmccd, nnd, tearing off the while cock* 
adc, they enthusiastically mounted the Xational colour# 
Tlic forccsofBoinparlo being nearly donhUd !»> the ad* 
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j Louis quits Paris. 

dition of Labedoy^re’s regiment, he advanced fearlessly 
towards Genoble, which place he entered at ten o’clock, 
amidst the most enthusiastic shouts of the populace and 
the military. 

The intelligence of the landing of Bonaparte was re- 
ceived by the French government on the 5th of March, 
but was not disclosed until the next day. On the 6th the 
king issued two proclamations, one of which was for the 
convocation of the legislature ; and Marshall Soult the 
war minister, issued an order to the array dated March 8th. 

The population of Lyons was decidedly favourable to 
the cause of Napoleon. To that city, distinguished as the 
capital of French commerce, Bonaparte, anxious to rival 
the manufactures of England, had granted his special 
protection and favour. He entered Lyons on the evening 
of the 9th, and was welcomed by the natural and warm ex- 
pression of the gratitude, and, joy, of its inhabitants. He 
had now nothing to fear, and halting for the purpose of 
refreshing his troops, he here assumed all the imperial 
slate ; and began to issue proclamations and decrees, as 
though he had been actually reinstated on the throne.- 

With various success, the emperor continued to ad- 
vance towards Paris. On the 15tb, he slept at Autun, and, 
on the 16th, at Avallon. In the mean time. Marshal Ney, 
who had been directed to fall on the rear of Bonaparte, 
joined him, with the whole of his corps. This was decisive 
of the contest. Louis, having anticipated the result, 
quilted Paris at one o’clock in the morning of the 20th. 

Entering the gate of D’Enfer, in his travelling carriage, 
almost w'ithoutescort, the emperor was notrecognized until 
lieh ad reached thoTliulleries, where he wasreceived by the 
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soldiers, find llie populace, with an enthusiasm approacli* 
ini' to madness. 

Thus terminated a revolution, unparalleled in the nn- 
iinls iK tbo norW ; bearing rather the character of thc«- 
trkal illusion, than of an actual course of events ; and, 
resembling more a romance of the imaginMion, than the 
positive achicicmcnl oDiumnn factiUics. 


CIUPTHR xvii. 


Tiij{ landing of Bonnpaflo in France spl Europe in 
commotion. On the Gth of April, a message from the 
!'ririCc*fcgcnt wnsdclivcrcd (oboth houses of I’nrll.’imcut, 
stating that ho had been induced to '* give dirrctinii>< 
for the nltgmcnialion of liis Majesty's land and bca 
forcc.si” and that he should ** lo’^o no time in entering 
into coiiimunlcations with his Majesty’s allies, for the 
purpose of forming .such a concert as might roost cficctu- 
ally prbvidc for tHb general and permanent security of 
Europe." 

The consideration of thl.s message was entered upon 
in the house of f^rirds on ihc 7(h, i\ hcf» the Earl of Lirer* 
pool rose to move a corresponding address, which, nil'** 
5omc discussion, was carried unauiinonsly. 

On the .came day, the message was InVea into lonsi* 
hr ilie house of Commons, heintr If.tfodoird 1 1 
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A vindication of tlie Emporor's return puhlislied. 


Lord Castlereagb, who occupied in general (he same 
ground as his colleague ; but owing to his personal par- 
ticipation in the transactions under consideration, in- 
dulged in a greater extent of animadversion, than (he 
noble lord who introduced it into the upper house. 

The extended observations of Lord Castlereagb, were 
replied to by Sir Francis Burdett, Mr. Ponsonby, and 
Mr. Whitbread. Mr. F. Douglas spoke in favour of the 
address, when the question being loudly called for, the 
house divided, and the result was a majority in favour of 
the original motion of 183. 

The return of Napoleon to France, was hailed by the 
French people as the pledge of that rational liberty, for 
which they had fought with so much ardor, and suffered 
with so much constancy. They (rusted that the European 
powers would allow them to establish that government 
which their own choice should dictate, provided (hey 
observed the stipulations of the trca(y of I’aris. This 
hope, however was soon extinguished ; for on the 13th 
of March the declarations of the Allies arrived at Paris, 
where they were received with equal surprise and dismay. 
A council being immediately called, it was resolved to 
publish a vindication of the Emperor’s resumption of his 
(hrone : a statement of the moderation of his views, and 
his determination to abide by the treaties already formed, 
to transmit overtures of a conciliatory character to every 
court in Europe ; and give to the French people a consti- 
tution, which should at once satisfy every friend of rati 
onal liberty, and endear the Emperor and his government 
to the hearts of his subjects. 

On the day afterhis entry into Paris, Bonaparte reviewee. 
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his (roops in Hid Place du Carousel. After passuj" 
tlirough the ranks, and noticing every soldier ^Yllosc per- 
son he recollected, lie formed them into a square, and 
delivered to them the following address. . 

“ Soldiers ! I arrived in France with six hundred men, 
because I calculated upon the love of tlic people, and on 
the remembrance of the veteran soldiers. I was not de- 
ceived in my expectation. Soldiers ! I thank you. Glory 
like that which we arc about to acquire is every thing 
to the people, and to you! Jly glory is, that I have 
known and valued you ! 

• Soldiers! tbo throne of the Bourbons was illcgili- 
mate, because it was built by the hands of strangers; 
because it was proscribed by the voiv of the nation, de- 
clared in all our national assemblies ; because, in short, 
it oflered a gaarantcc only to the interests of a few men, 
whoso arrogant pretensions were opposed lo our rights. 
Soldiers! the imperial throne only can secure thorightsof 
Iho people, and, above all, the first of oiir intcresis— our 
glory. Soldiers ! we arc now to march, to hunt from onr 
territories (hcscprinccsauxilinric.stoslrnngcrs: the nation 
willnol only second us in ourprotc.staiions, hut will follow 
our impulse. The French pcoploand ] calculate upon you. 
Wo will not interfere with the nltairs of foreign nallun*. 
but >Yoo to those who shall interfere with ours!" 

The new revolution wasnowstrcnglhcriingltsclfin dif- 

fcrcntpartsofFrancCjhut Ihcsovcrcignly of Napoleon wai 

thatofthc head ofn popular government. Thlsscntlmrai 
was conspicuous intho addresses presented lo IJouapaito 
nt the Thuillcries,on the 27tl» of March. The nddre^^ of 
Ihomlnlstcrlcd the way, the whole ofnhieh ns in uni^cu 
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Address of the Senate. 


Avitli tlae following passage : “ The cause of the people 
the only legitimate cause, has triumphed. Your ma- 
jesty is restored to the wishes of the French : you have 
resumed' the reins of government amidst the blessings 
of your j)eople and jmur army. France, Sire, has for 
the guarantee of this, its will, and its dearest interests. 
She has also the expressions of your majesty, uttered 
amidst the throngs that crowded around you on your 
journey.” They adverted to the maxims which he had 
announced for the regulation of his future conduct. “We. 
are to have no foreign war, unless to repel unjust 
aggression : no internal reaction ; no arbitrary acts. 
Personal security, protection of property, the free ut- 
terance of thought, such are the principles which your 
majesty has pledged to us.” To such addresses Napo- 
leon returned appropriate answers. To his ministers he 
replied, " The sentiments you express are ray own. 
All for the nation ; — all for France.— That is my motto. 
— Myself and family, whom that great people .have 
raised to the throne of the French, and whom they have 
maintained there notwithstanding political storms and 
vicissitudes, we desire, we deserve, we claim no other 
title.” 

The address of the council of state was marked by 
the independence of its spirit, and the salutary cautions 
which it gave to the • Emperor, for the regulation of his 
conduct. Napoleon replied, " Princes are the first 
citizens of the state. Their authority is more or less 
extended, according to the interests of the nations v^hom 
they govern. ‘ The sovereignty itself is only hereditary, 
because the welfare of the people requires it. ' Depart 
VOL. III. — NO. 65. 3 M 
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Uaoaapartc conciliates the IlepuLlicaus. 

ig from this principle, I know no legitimacy. I have 
enounced the idea of the grand empire, of which, duriuf 
ftcen years, I had but founded the basis. Henceforth, 
lie happiness and the consolidation of the French 
mpirc shall be all my thoughts." 

Ansious to rally round him tho various political 
artics into which France was divided, Xapoleon was 
articularly desirous to have for his confidential minis- 
2rs, the heads of what was termed tho republican 
arty; the appointment of whom to important ofiiccs, 
rould be a pledge to the nation, that his government 
houldnot be disgraced by arbitrary or tyrnnical mca- 
urcs. In pursuance of this object an interesting intcr- 
iew took place between tho Emperor and tlio cele- 
rated Carnot, to whom ho deplored tho mania of 
onquest w'hich had led him into such fatal excesses, 
laving made these concessions, he required that Car- 
ot and his party should abate somewhat of the stem- 
ess of their republican character, and in proof of If, 
liat Caniot should accept a title of nobility, as a rc- 
ognition of their satisfaction with a limited monarchy, 
n a representative basis. 

Caniot having consulted his friends, acquiesced; the 
itlo of Count was conferred upon him, and ho was 
fterwards appointed minister of tho interior. 

In tlio spirit of a sound policy, Xapolcon, three days 
ftcr his public entry into Paris, rcmo\ed every restric- 
lon which tho Pourbons !»ad injiidiciondy la'd «n the 
ibcrty of tho press, and dismissed the censors to whom 
very pamphlet, and every article in the iotmaW, was 
ubmitted, previous to its pubUcalion. 
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Patronises a National odiicntion. 


Another of the early decrees of Napoleon was the 
abolition of the slave trade ; a decree so important, that 
if he had been permitted to return from Elba, for the 
accomplishment of that single object, thousands would 
have been furnished with matter of sincere thanks to 
providence for affording him the opportunity of confer- 
ring happiness upon the injured race of Africa. 

Carnot, having addressed a memorial to the Emperor, 
on the advantages of elementary instruction, with refer- 
ence to the lower classes of society ; in which it was 
stated, that, there were in France, two millions of chil- 
dren destitute of primary education; Napoleon issued 
a decree, the object of which was to confer his patron- 
age upon a system of education, constructed upon the 
principles of Bell and Lancaster, whom Carnot had 
eulogized in his memorial. 

These acts, so little in unison wdth the Emperor’s 
previous character, confounded the superficial politi- 
cians of every nation, who concluded, that the recovered 
influence of Napoleon would have been exercised with 
rigour and supported by terror. If, however, there was 
no actual change in the Emperor’s character, there were 
many insuperable difliculties in the way of his immo- 
derate ambition ; and he decided, therefore, to adapt 
himself to circumstances which he could not controiil. 

The south of France continued, however, in a state 
of opposition to the new government. The Duke of- 
Bourbon endeavoured at La Vendee, to stimulate the 
friends of royalty, in that district. Those who flocked 
to his standard were unarmed, and undisciplined- 
Napoleon dispatched a general officer to the Duke, to 
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Lands in iLi SootU of France. 

remonstrate ^\ith bim on tbe inutility of* opposing lus 
incompetent levies against the veteran troops who were 
marching upon him : with instructions to oITcr an 
amnesty to his followers, and passports for himself, 
and those who chose to accompany him, on condition 
that he would abandon his enterprise. The Dul.e, con* 
vinced of tho folly and danger of resistance, acceded 
to the proposition, and receiving safe conduct for him- 
self, and forty of his officers, proceeded to Nantes, 
where he embarked. 

The inhabitants of the maritime towns hiNing greatly 
suffered by the protracted wars of the rc>olatiori, had 
welcomed tlio return of the Bourbons as tlic pledge of 
a permanent peace The rc-cstablishmcnt of Nnj)o- 
Icon, was, tljcrcforc, in their apprehension, the .signal of 
a return to tlicir former misery and degradation. Tlwir 
interests attached them to the llonrhon cause. T)jo 
nrrUal of the Puke and Piichcss of Augouleme at 
Iloardcanv, on the Sd of March, was, therefore hailed 
with enthusiasm. On the 5Ui, n ftto was given hj'the 
merchants, m the midst of which n courier nrri\cd wiili 
tho fearful intelligence of the landing of Napoleon. 
Unwilling to extinguish tho public joy, the Duke con- 
cealed the purport of the letters, and dch\>td his depnr- 
turc for the south until midnight, when he qnilttd the 
city. 

Arrived m the south, some regiments of tlie hue fol- 
lowed the Diikcwitli apparent lUlelity, and his nnny, 
by degrees, encrenstd to above si\ thou'iand men. 
Being, however ultimitelj lutMjed by tljn<cln wboo 
be confidcil, he w»is constrained tt>«urrcnd<.r to fJtmrd 
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His address to tlio Prince Regent 


Gilly, who granted him an universal amnesty : the lives 
and property of his followers were secured ; and the 
Duke received a safe convoy to Cette, where he was to 
embark for Spain or England. 

On the 2d of April, the justificatory manifesto of 
Napoleon was published. Two days afterwards, pacific 
overtures were made by the Frencli government to all 
the courts of Europe, on which occasion Napoleon 
addressed the following letter to the Prince-regent. 

“Sir, my brother! — You will have learned in tlie. 
course of the last month, my return on the shores of 
France, my entrance into Paris, and the departure of 
the family of the Bourbons. The true nature of these 
events must now be known to your majesty. They are 
the work of an irresistible j)ower, the work of the unani- 
mous will of a great nation, which knows its duties and its 
rights. The dynasty which force had imposed upon the 
French people was no longer made for it : the Bourbons 
would not accord Avith its sentiments or its manners : 
France has separated itself from them. Its voice called 
for a deliverer. The expectation which decided me to 
make the greatest of sacrifices was not disappointed. 
I came, and from the point where I touched the shore, 
the love of my people carried me even to the bosom of 
my capital. The first duty of my heart is to repay so 
much affection by the maintenance of an honorable 
tranquility. The re-establishment of the imperial throne- 
was necessary for the happiness of Frenchmen. My 
dearest thought is at the same time to make it useful 
to the securing of the repose of Europe. Sufficien . 
glory has adorned by turns the flags of different nations. 
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The vicissitudes of fortune have caused auificicnt great 
reverses to succeed to great successes. A finer field is 
now open for sovereigns, and I am the first to enter it. 
After having presented to Iho world the spectacle of 
great combats, it will be more delightful, in future, to 
know no other rivtilry e.\cept that of the advantages of 
peace, no other struggle except the sacred struggle for 
the happiness of our people. France is glad to pro- 
claim with frankness this noble end of all its wishes 
Jealous of'its independence, the invariable principle of 
its policy will be the most absolute respect for the inde- 
pendence of other nations ; if such, ns I have a Iinjiliy 
confidence, shall bo the personal sentiments of jotir 
majesty, the general tranquility is secured for a long 
time ; and justice, seated on the confines of dilTercnt 
states, will alone suffice to guard their frontiers. 

1 seixo with eagerness, fee. Ac.*' 

Tlio p-acific principles of this letter w ere not in tinison 
with the sentiments of the cabinets of lliirope. A dis- 
position for war pervaded roost of them, nnd the Knglish 
ministry, iti particular, could bo satisfied with nothing 
less. To engage in n war merely for the purpose of 
forcing n nation to discard a ruler whom it had adopt- 
ed; appeared, liowcvcr, to many incrohers of pailia- 
ment, a measure of such manifest injustice, ns wtli ns 
doubtful issue, that they licsilntcd to conevr in it, with- 
out proof of its political necessity. Under these im 
pressions, Mr. Whitbread, on the 2?ili of April, tests w. 
make a motion for nn address to tlie pn'nee-regcnt ; nm! 
after nnimndtcrllng upon the comlncl of the nilies, in 
making nn individuil ibe object of n war, concluded 
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Proceeding' of Ministers 


by moving, “ That an humble 'address be presented to 
the Prince-regent, to intreat his royal highness that he 
will be pleased to take such measures as may be neces- 
sary to prevent tliis country being involved ' in war, on 
the ground of the executive power being vested in any 
particular person.” 

It was contended by ministers on the other hand, that 
war was inevitable, and a less evil than peace with 
such a ruler as N apoleon ; who, in addition to his insa- 
tiable ambition, was notorious for his infraction of 
treaties. It is not a little singular, however, that the 
Emperor justified his return from Elba, and his resump- 
tion of imperial dignity in France, by preferring against 
the allies, precisely the same charge w’hich they had 
brought against him ; a breach of the Treaty of Fon- 
tainbleau, upon the ground of which he had abdicated 
the throne of France, and released his subjects from 
their oaths of allegiance. He contended, that, the 
treaty of Fontainbleau had been violated by the Allied 
Powers, and by the House of Bourbon, in what related 
to the Emperor Napoleon, and his family ; as well as 
in all that aflected the rights and interests of the French 
nation. 

1. The Empress Maria Louisa, and her son, were 
to have been famished with passports, and an escort, 
to proceed to the Emperor ; but, that instead of execut- 
ing that solemn engagement, the wife was violently 
separated from the husband, the son from the father, 
at a period when domestic .solace was preeminently 
important to him. 

2. The safety of Napoleon, of the imperial family,’ 
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and of their suite, was guaranteed by> the fourteenth 
anide of the Treaty : but, in violation of that g.narantec, 
bands of assassins were organized in France, by orders 
of the French government, to attack the Emperor, his 
brothers, and their wives ; and, in fact, that, after his 
arrival at Elba, many assassins had endeavoured to 
earn the price of blood, by the murder of their medi- 
tated victim. 

3. The Duchies of Parma, and Placentia, were given 
in full property to Maria Eouisa, for herself and son, 
and his descendants; that after many refusals to put 
them in possession, they bad consummated their injus- 
tice by an absolute spoliation, under tlie form of an cx- 
exchange, without vaJoation, consent, or sovereignty, 

4. There was to be given to the Prince Eugene, who 
had rendered many important services to Franco, a 
'suitable establishment out of France, and that he had. 

obtained nothing. 

5. The Emperor had stipulated (by the ninth article 
of the Treaty,) in favour of the distinguished soldiers 
of the army, the preservation of their grants from the 
fund called Monte JS^npoIeon : that ho l..vd also reserved 
on the extraordinary domains, and on other funds of 
the Civil list, means of recompensing the servants and 
soldiers who adhered to his destiny ; but that these had 
all been kept ly the ministers of the Jiourlon^. 

C. That the sixth article of the same Treaty, stipu- 
lated the preservation of the properties, moveable and 
immovable, of the family of the Emperor ; and that it 
had been stripped of botli species of property, by force 
of arms in France, and robbers commissioned to do the 
same in Italy. 
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Proclamation to the French army. 

7. The Emperor Napoleon was to receive six millions 
and his family 2,500,0-00 francs a-ycar, according to the 
distribution establislied by the sixth article of the 
Treaty. The French government constantly refused to 
fulfil that engagement: and, Napoleon would have 
been under the necessity of disbanding his faithful 
adherents, if he had not found in the bankers and mer- 
chants of Genoa, and Italy, the honourable resource of 
a loan of twelve millions, which they offered to him. 

8. They tried by all means to remove from Napoleon 
his devoted followers, the companions of his military 
glory. The Isle of Elba had been assured to him in 
full property, (bj'^ the third article of the Treaty,) but, 
the resolution of the Bourbons to strip him of it, being- 
solicited by their agents, was adopted at the Congress. 

These violations of the solemn contract, upon the 
faith of which Napoleon had abdicated the throne of 
France, constitute his justification in quitting the Isle 
of Elba, and considering the treaty of Fontainbleau as 
null and void. These grounds were recognized as 
warranting the return of Napoleon, in a state docu- 
ment, entitled. Report of the Commission of the Presi^- 
dents of the Council of State ; certified by the Minister, 
Secretary of State, and subscribed 

The Duke of JBassano, 

The conduct of the Allies threatening reiiewed hosti- 
lities, every effort was made to increase the regular 
army of France, and the following energetic proclama- 
tion issued. 

" You earnestly wished for your Emperer. He is 
arrived. You have supported him with all your efforts. 

voii. Ill- — "NO. 66. 3 N 
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Consenpt law enforned 

Rally with all possible dispatch around your standards, 
that you may be ready to defend your country against 
enemies who are desirotis of regulating our national 
colours, imposing sovereigns upon us, and dictating 
constitutions. Under these circumstances, it is the 
duty of every Frenchman, already accustomed to war, 
to join the imperial standard. Let ns present a frontier 
of brass to our enemies, and proVe to them that wo are 
always the same- 

“ Soldiers ! — Whether you have obtained unlimited 
or limited furloughs, or whether you have received your 
discharge, if your jrouads are healed, and you are in a 
state fit to serve, come and join the army ! Honour 
your country, your Emperor invites you \ With what 
reproaches would you not have cause to oterwhclm mo, ’ 
were our fine country again to bo ravaged by those sol- 
diers whom you so often vanquished, and were the 
foreigner to invade aud obliterate France from the map 
of’Europe. 

(Signed.) The Prince of EcKMUHL. 

The old soldiers crowded to the imperial standard, 
and a brave and numerous army was placed at the dis- 
posal of the Emperor, with which he might expect to 
open tlie Campaign with eclat. 

Alarmed, honever, at the confederation which threa- 
tened him, he was anxious to augment his disposable 
force. I must have an immediate levy of 300,000 
men,” said he one day to Carnot. ** The thing is im- 
possible,” was the reply. " But aro not the conscript 
laws in existence ?” — ** Yes, but they will no longer be 
obeyed as formerly.” What! am I not still Emperor? 
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—Yes, Sire ! but with rest’^ic^ions and limits.” Napo- 
leon quitted the council. 

Workmen were employe^ fortifying the heights of 
Montmatre, Chaumont ad^ Mesnil Montant, in the 
neighbourhood of Paris, orders issued to inspect 
and complete the fortifications of every garrison town. 
Many hundred workmen 'vfore employed in the fortifica- 
tions of Lyons, and no effp^'t spared to oppose the most 
effective obstacles to the P^’ogress of the invader ; bat- 
teries frowned from the sd*o®it of every mountain, and 
the din of preparation heard from the northern 

frontier to the Mediterane^’^ ^oa. 

Having, on his first lai'ding in France, pledged him- 
self to give the French n^iioo a constitution, agreeable 
to their wishes ; Napoleon hastened to redeem his 
pledge ; and, for that puiPose, appointed a commission 
to prepare the form of a ('onstitution, to be submitted to 
the choice of the nation. Bishop Gregoire, \vell known 
for his attachment to r^ional liberty ; and Benjamin 
Constant, who had lately spoken his sentiments of the 
Emperor with the utmosl^ freedom, were members of the 
commission. 

The purport of the dd^oment prepared, and entitled, 
« Act additional to the Constitutions of the Empire f 
was to give to the Fred^h nation a free representative 
government, similar to i^hat of England, "which it mani- 
festly contemplated ; an^ i® curious, as it goes to shew, 
to what views Napoleo® would have been constrained 
to conform, had he «»a,ble to re-establish a mili- 
tary despotism. 

■ This additional act was to be oftered to the accept- 
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Champ de Mai. 

ance or rejection of tlie French people Every Frencli 
man, of mature age, was invited to vote for or against 
it, in every town and district These voles were to 
be collected, and the result published at the Champ dc 
Mai, whicli w as to be convened on the 26 th of Maj 

The Champ de M<», or Champ de Mars, is an im- 
mense expanse in front of the military school, bordered 
on both Sides with double avenues of trees, extending 
from the school, nearly to the banVs of the Seine ; and 
like the Campus Martins at Rome, was devoted to the 
review of troops It did not. However, derive its name 
from the Roman Campus Mnrttus for, in the earliest 
periods of the French monarchy, the general assemblies 
of the nation were held there To frame new laws— to 
submit corapUints to the royal ear— to adjust dilTer- 
enecs amongst the barons, and to review the national 
forces, were the principal objects towlncli it was de- 
voted It derived its name of “ Champ dc Mars/’ from 
the circnnistance of tlie assembly taking place in the 
month of March About tlic middle of the eightli cen- 
tury, Pepm transferred the meeting to the month of 
Maj, as a milder and more convenient season After 
which, it was called indincrcntly, cither the Champ de 
Mars, or the Champ do Mai. 

There was one circumstance, however, connected 
with the promulgation of the additional act, which gave 
general and just offence The army and navy were 
invited to deliberate on it, as well as to transmit their 
approv al or dissent 

By every state enjoying the slightest portion of liber- 
ty, n iklibcMtuo ^Olcc lias been uiiilormlj iillliliclil 
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from the military. Their province is to defend the 
country from invasion, and to obey the commands of the 
executive. To allow them a voice in the legislative 
deliberations of a country, would be to expose its free- 
dom to a dangerous and fatal influence, which would 
soon reduce it to a military despotism. 

An excessive proportion of military in a country, is 
in itself, an ominous circumstance, even when they have 
no deliberative voice, inasmuch as it places' at the dis- 
posal of government, an influence, to which they may 
at any time recur, whether, for the oppression of the 
people, or indemnity for their convicted mal-practices. 

At the celebrated meeting of the Champs de Mai, an 
address was presented to the Emperor, in which he was 
reminded of what the nation expected from him, and 
what he might expect from it ; to which Napoleon made 
the following reply. 

" Emperor, consul, soldier, I hold every thing from 
the people. In prosperity, in adversity, in the field of 
battle, at the council, on the throne, in exile, France 
has been the sole and constant object of my thoughts 
and of my actions. 

Like the Athenian king, I sacrified myself for my 
people, in the hope of seeing the promise given to pre- 
serve to France its natural extent, its honours, and its 
rights, realized. 

Indignation at seeing these sacred rights, acquired 
by twenty years of victories, disowned and lost for ever ; 
the cry of French honour branded : the wishes of the 
nation, have brought me back on that throne which is 
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dear to me because it is the palladium ot* the indepen- 
dence, honour, and of the rights of the people, 

Frenchnven \ in crossing, amidst the public gladne&s, 
the different provinces of the empire, to reach my capi- 
tal, I had a right to reckon on a long peace : Nations 
are bound by the treaties made by their governments, 
whatever they may be. 

3Iy mind therefore directed itself entirely towards the 
means of fouivding our liberty by a constitution con- 
formable to the will and to the interest of the people : 
I convoked the Field of May. 

I soon ascertained that the princes who have disown- 
ed all principles, trifled wiUi the opinion, and trampled 
on the dearest interests of so many nations, wished to 
make war against us. They meditate an increase of 
the kingdom of the Low Countries, by giving it all our 
strong places of the north for a frontier ; and, to con- 
ciliate the differences which still divide them, in par- 
titioning Loratuc and Alsace between each other. 

It has been necessary to prepare for war, However, 
before personally running the hazards of combats, my 
first solicitude was to constitute without delay the 
nation. The people have accepted the act which I have 
presented to them. 

Frenchmen! when wc shall have repulsed these 
aggressions, and when Europe shall bo convinced of 
what is due to the rights and to the independence of 
twenty-eight millions of men, a solemn law made in tlio 
forms ordained by the Constitutional Act, will assemble 
the different clauses and component parts, at present 
dispersed, of our institutions. 
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Frenchmen ! you are about to return to your depart- 
ments. Tell the citizens that the circumstances are 
grand ; that, with union, energy, and perseverance, we 
shall issue victorious out of this struggle of a great peo 
pie against its oppressors ; that the generations to come 
will severely scrutinize our conduct ; that a nation has 
lost every thing when it has lost independence. Tell 
them, that the foreign kings whom I have elevated to 
the throne, or who owe the preservation of their crowns 
to me ; 'who, in the time of my prosperity, courted my 
alliance and the protection of the French people, now 
direct all their blows against my person. If I did not 
see that it is the country which they aim at, I would 
place that existence at their mercy against which they 
exhibit such rancour. But tell to the citizens also, 
that, whilst the French shall preserve for me the senti- 
ments of' love, of which they now give me so rnSny 
proofs, this rage of our enemies will be powerless. 

Frenchmen 1 my will is that of the people ; my rights 
are also their rights ! My honour, my glory, my happi- 
ness, cannot be any other than the honour, the glory, 
and the happiness of France !” 

The royal confederates, exasperated by Napoleon’s 
resumption of empire, were now determined upon a 
renewal of hostilities. The pacific overtures of Bona- 
parte were treated with contempt, and Europe began to 
assume a menacing attitude. They made, indeed, a 
distinction between Napoleon, and the French people, 
and said in efiect ; we by no means presume to inter- 
fere with your national government ; but, you shall not 
have Bonaparte for your emperor. They might regu- 
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late every tiling else according to their own wishes, 
but the Allies claimed a telo on their king The discus- 
sions in both houses of parliament, were animated, and 
protracted Lord Liverpool, and his colleagues, in the 
upper house, contended, that, the risks of war were to 
be preferred to peace with such an individual as Napo 
Icon, whose insatiable ambition, and total destitution 
of principle, threatened the peace of Europe with con 
tinual irruptions The same doctrines, promulgated in 
tlie lower house by Lord CastJercagli, and his adherents, 
indicated the course which the British government, in 
concert with the allies intended to pursue The leaders 
of opposition, m both houses, denied, equally, tbojiwtiec 
and expediency of interfering with the obvious right of 
the French nation, to fix upon the throne of France, 
the individual most acceptable to the nation at largo 
Triumphant in argument, they were defeated in the 
divisions of both houses , and war became the unavoid- 
rcsult 

Whatever conclusions might be formed with regard 
to the 7/ioitv£s of Napoleon in making ov crturcs of peace 
there can be no doubt with respect to the desirableness 
of peace to individually considered nor is it less 
certain, that the continuance of peace was essential to 
Europe in general Exhausted by conflicts the most 
violent, and protracted, Europe required a breathing 
time, to recniit her strength But the demon of discord 
was gone forth, in the energy of his fur}, and pcico 
retired at his approach preparations the most active, 
and extended, were immediately in progress humanity 
shuddered and wept, and, a scene the most appalling, 
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and memorable, ensued ; in which the awful waste of 
human life is not to be thought of by any well con- 
structed mind, without dismay and indignation. 

The opinions of mankind were various as to the pro- 
bable issue of the approaching contest. The general 
opinion, however, was, that, though it might be severe, 
and sanguinary, it could not be of long continuance. 
Finance, herself, contended that it was impossible to 
subdue a warlike nation with a population of 29,000, 
000 of people: that Napoleon carrying the horrors of 
war out of the French territories, would, as usual, live 
at the expense of his adversaries. In the event of a 
defeat, they relied upon the spirit of unanimity, gene- 
rally prevalent in France ; which uniting all hands, and 
all hearts, would, as they believed, be sufficient to repel 
the invaders. 

Events the most important now crowd upon our 
attention. Immediately after the conclusion of the cere- 
monies of the Champ de Mai, Soult addressed a pro- 
clamation to the French army, in which he informed 
them that a “ new oath” united France and the empe- 
ror : and that all the efforts of an “ impious league,” 
would not be able to separate the interests of the people 
from “ the hero who was the admiration of the universe.” 
He told them, that, the object of the Allies was to “ erase 
France from the list of nations,” and to impose slavery 
upon 28,000,000 of men. He added, that, their enemies 
were numerous, but, that the contest was neither beyond 
the genius of Napoleon, nor their strength. “ To arras,” 
therefore, said he. The signal for battle will soon he 
given; and while Napoleon guides “our steps” and 
VOL. III. — NO. 66. 3 o 
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we fight for “ our beautiful country/' we bhall be “ in- 
vincible” 

Bonaparte was also making preparations for putting 
himself at the head of his army. Tiiree plans of cam- 
paign appear to have occupied his attention : the first, 
to remain on the defensive, and draw the enemies armies 
towards Paris and Lyons. The second project, was, to 
assume the ofiensivc on the 15th of June, and invade 
Belgium. The third, which he adopted, to assume the 
offensive on the 15th of June, and in case of any failvirc, 
to entice the enemy under Paris and L;^ns. The month 
of May p'assed in meditations upon the merits of these 
respective plans. TIio iosarrection of La VcDd6c, hav- 
ing withdrawn twenty thousand men from the army of 
Flanders, had reduced it to one hundred and twenty 
thousand ; this was an event greatly diminishing the 
chances of success. On the other hand, Belgium, and 
the four departments of the Rhine, being fayorablc, 
communications were established with tho Belgian 
army ; this determined Napoleon to attack the Anglo 
Belgian, and Prusso Saxon armies, on the 15th of Juno; 
and, if he failed in defeating them, to fall hack upon 
Paris and Lyons. 

The Duke of Dalmatia was appointed Major General 
of the army. On the 2nd of June he issued tho follow- 
ing order of the day, and immediately after loft Pan’s 
for the purpose of visiting tho fortresses in Flandcns. 

“ Tho most august of ceremonies has just consecrated 
our institutions. Tho Emperor has received from the 
envoys of the people, and deputations sent from all the 
armies, tho expression of clicir sentiments and wishes 
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respecting the additional act, which has been sent for 
acceptation ; and a new oath unites Fiance and the 
Emperor. Thus the destinies are propitious ; and all 
the ertbrts of’ an impious league can no longer separate 
the interests of the great people, and of the Hero, whose 
brilliant triumphs have attracted the admiration of the 
universe. 

“ It is, at a moment when the national will manifests 
itself with so much energy, that cries of war arc heard ; 
it is when France is at peace with all Europe, that 
foreign armies advance on our frontiers : what then are 
the hopes of this new coalition ? Does it wnsh to extir- 
pate Franco from the rank of nations ? Does it wish 
to plunge twenty-eight millions of Frenchmen into a 
degrading servitude'? Has it forgotten that the first 
league that was formed against our independence, tend- 
ed to our aggrandizement and our glory ? A hundred 
brilliant victories, which momentary reverses, and un- 
toward circumstances have not been able to efface, 
ought to remind it, that a free nation, conducted by a 
great man, is invincible. 

“ Every Frenchman is a soldier when national lion 
our and liberty are in question : at present, a common 
interest unites us all. The engagements wdiich violence 
ravished from us, are destroyed by the flight of the 
Bourbons from the French territory ; by the appeal they 
have made to foreign nations to remount the throne 
which they have abandoned ; and by the unanimous 
will of the nation which, in resuming its rights, has 
solemnly disavowed all that has been done without its 
participa'ion. 
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“ Tho PrcHch cannot receive laws from foreigners ; 
even those who have gone to heg a paricidal succour, 
will not delay to recognize and prove, like their prede- 
cessors, that contempt and infamy follow their steps, 
and that they cannot wasli away the opprobrium witlx 
which they covet themselves, except by re-entering our 
ranks. 

“ But a new career of glory opens itself before the army. 
History wll consecrate the military exploits which shall 
have illustrated the defenders of the country and of tho 
national honour. It is said tho enemies are numerous : 
what mattcTS it to us 1 It will be more glorious to con- 
quer them, and their defeat will be the rhore splendid. 
The struggle in which we arc about to engage is not 
above tho genius of Napoleon, nor beyond our ow7) 
strength ; do we not sec all tho departments rivalling 
each other in enthusiasm and devotion, form, as it wore 
hy enchantment, five hundred superb battalions of na- 
tional guards, ^vhich ate already como to double out 
ranks, to defend our fortresses, and to associate them- 
selves with tho glory of the army ? This is the impulse 
of a generous people which no power can conquer, and 
which posterity will admire. To arms ! 

The signal will soon bo given j let every one bo at 
his post ; our victorions phalanxes arc about to derive 
new splendour from tho numbcT of out enemies. Sol- 
diers ! Napoleon guides our steps ; we light for llic in- 
dependence of our beautiful country ; wo arc invincihlct 

Bonaparte, having joined the army on tho 13th of 
June, cstablislied his head-quarters at Beaumont. The 
Emperor had quitted Paris on the 12lli in the morning, 
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brcaklnstccl ut vSoissons, slept at Laon, and having given 
his final orders lor (he arming of (he la((er ))lace, the 
army encanjped on (he 14 i1j in three directions : the 
left,, upwards of forty tliousand strong composed of (lie 
3st, and 2nd corps, on the right hank of the Sambre, at 
Jlamsurtcnrc, and Solrc-snr-Sambrc ; (he centre, more 
than sixty Ihousaiul strong, composed of 3rd and Gth 
corps of the imperial guard, and of (lie reserves of caval- 
ry, at Beaumont ; the right, more than fifteen thousand 
strong, formed of the 4th corps, and a division of cuiras- 
siers, in front of Pliilippeville. The camps being es- 
tablished behind small hills, a league from the frontier, 
the fires were not perceived by the enemy, who in fact 
were ignorant of the encampment. On the 14th, at 
night, it appeared by the returns, that the force of the 
army amounted to one hundred and twenty two thou- 
sand, four hundred men, and three hundred and fifty 
pieces of cannon. 

On the evening of the 14th, the Emperor issued the 
following order of the day : “ Soldiers ! this is the anni- 
versary of Marengo, and of Friedland. Tiien, as after 
at Austcrlitz and Wigram, we were too generous ! We 
gave credit to the protestations and oaths of the princes, 
whom we suficred to remain on their thrones ! Now, 
however coalesced between themselves, they aim at the 
independence and at the most sacred rights of France. 
They have commenced the most unjust of aggressions. 
— ^Are we no longer the same men ? 

“ Soldiers, at Jena, when fighting against these very 
Prussians, now so arrogant, you were as one to two, 
and at Montmirail, as one to three. 
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“ Let those amongst yoo, who have been in the hands 
of the English, recite the story of their prison ships, and 
the evils which they suffered in them. 

'' The Saxons, Belgians, and Hanoverians, the sol- 
diers of the Rhenish confederation groan at the thought 
of being obliged to lend their arms to the cause of 
princes, enemies of justice, and of the rights of nations. 
They know that this coalition is insatiable. After hav- 
ing devoured TWELVE millions of poles, twelve 

MILLIONS OP ITALtA-KS, A MILLION OP SAXONS, SIX 
WIILIONS OF BELGIANS; IT WILL IP PEnMlTTED, ALSO 
DEVOUR THE STATES OF THE SECOND CLASS IN GER- 
MANY. 

Fools that they are ! a znoincnt of prosperity blinds 
them. The oppression and the Immiliation of the 
French people are out of their power ! If they enter 
France, tliere will they ffnd their tomb. 

“ Soldiers ! we have forced roarcJics to make, battles 
to wage, perils to encounter; but with constancy, the 
victory will be ours. The rights, (he honour of the 
country, will be reconquered. 

“ For every Frenchman who possesses a heart, the 
moment has now arrived cither to conquer or perish !" 

The Anglo-Belgian army, under the Duke of 'Welling- 
ton, consisted of twenty-four brigades ; nine of which 
•were English, ten German, five Dutch and Belgian; 
and of eleven divisions of cavalry, composed of sixteen 
English regiments, nine Gcnnan, and six Dutch. The 
grand total of the forces under the command of tlio 
Duke of Wellington, consisted of one hundred and four 
thousand, two hundred men, exclusive of eight English 
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regiments from America, disembarked at Oslcnd ; an 
Englisii regiment at Nienport, a battalion of veterans at 
Ostend, and the 9lh, 25tli, 29(!i, and 37th English regi- 
ments, in the strong holds of the Belgian frontier. The 
Duke’s army was divided into two corps d’armcc’, as 
follows : the first, under the command of liis Boyal 
highness the Prince of Orange, comprising the 1st, 3rd, 
and 5th, divisions, under the orders of Generals Cooke, 
Alton, and I’icton. 

Tiie second corps -was commanded by General Lord 
Hill, and composed of tlic 2d, 4th, and 5th, divisions ; 
the two former of which were under the orders of Sir. 
H. Clinton, and General Ilinubcr; and the 6th, nomi- 
nally that of Sir L. Colo, who had not yet joined the 
army. 

The British, German legion, Hanoverian, &c. caval- 
ry, consisted of eight brigades, under the command of 
the Earl of Uxbridge. 

The first brigade was commanded by General Lord 
E. Somerset; the 2d by General Ponsonby ; the 3d by 
General Dornberg ; the 4th by General Vandeleur ; the 
5th by General Vivian ; the 6th by General Arantschild ; 
the 7th by General Grant; and the 8th by General 
Erndorf. 

Desirous of taking the Allies by surprise, Napoleon 
caused an embargo to be laid on all vessels on the coast. 
The embargo took place on the 11th of June ; and on 
the same day he addressed a letter to Count Lavalette, 
the postmaster, in which he says, “ As I said in my 
speech this day, that I should depart this night, I wish 
you would look to it, that no post-horses be taken from 
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tile road by ivhich I travel : that particiilir attention 
be paid to the persons to whom horses are given on the 
neighbouring roads, and that no courier, or estafetle, be 
sent off.” 

In letters written on the same day, he desired that 
Marshal Massena should take the command of the 
third and fourth military divisions. Speaking of Mar- 
shal Ney, he observes, ** Let Ney come, if he wishes to 
be present at the first battle; he must be at Avesnes by 
the 13th, where my head-quarters \mII be. 

Acquaint Marshal Suchet that hostilities will com- 
mence on the ICtb, and on that day to make himself 
master of MontmeiUan ” 

To the minister of war and marine, ho wrote as fol- 
lows . “ To the Prince of I^kmuhl (Da>oust ) Ijook 
to It, that 240 pieces of naval cannon be placed in bat- 
tery by the 20th, that I may be without anxiety about 
the city of Pans ” To the minister of marine. " I 
suppose that you have broken off all communication by 
sea, and that no person or pnckel-boat dare to pass any 
more, under any pretence.” 

On Ins arn\al at Avesnes he issued the following 
orders to the Generals Soult and Drouct " To the 
major general— Gi\c orders for the equipages of the 
pontoons to repair this evening behind Solre, on the 
road to Beaumont. 

** Since General Vandamroc is arrived at Beaumont, 

I do not think it proper to make him return to Pliibp- 
pevillc, which would fatigue his troops ; I prefer letting 
this general encamp in the first line, a league and a half 
from Beaumont; 1 shall rcMCw Ins troops tomorrow. 





AND WARS OF EUROPR. 


4G9 


Orders given to tlic oflicers. 

The sixth corps will then be placed a quarter of a 
league l)ehind. In this case the army of the Moselle 
will join to-morrow near Philippevillc ; the detachment 
of cuirassiers, coming from Alsace, makes this change 
in the general order.” 

To General Drouet. Give orders for the division 
composed of the chasseurs and red lancers to repair 
this evening in advance of the Sol re. Let all the divi- 
sions of chasseurs likewise repair to Solrc. All the 
grenadiers at Avesnes, the grenadiers on horseback, 
and the dragoons in advance of Avesnes ; each corps 
will have its artillery with it ; the reserve artillery in 
advance of Avesnes.” 

The next day he addressed the following letter to his 
brother Joseph, at Paris. “To Prince Joseph. — Bro- 
ther, — I remove my head-quarters, this evening, to 
Beaumont; to-morrow the 15th, I shall advance to 
Charleroi, where the Prussian army is, which will occa- 
sion a battle, or the retreat of the enemy. The army is 
fine, and the weather pretty fair ; the country perfectly 
well disposed. I shall write tliis evening, if the com- 
munications are to be made on the 16th ; mean time we 
must prepare. Adieu.” 

This letter was accompanied by one to Davoust. 
“ To the minister at war. — hope to pass the Sarabre 
to-morrow, the 15th. If the Prussians do not evacuate, 
we shall have a battle. Suchet must take Montmeillan, 
and fortify himself there. Recommend that there be 
10,000 muskets at Lyons to arm the national guards. 
The 300 cannon of the marine must be placed in bat- 
teries at Paris ; let them be there before the 25th ; last- 
VOL. III. — NO. 66. 3 p 



470 HISTORY OF KAPOLEON BONAPARTE, 


March of (he French amiy. 

ly, let the company of canonecr march — let them go 

en diligence to Vincennes, on Thursday. -Do not be too 
prodigal of muskets to the federes ; we are in great 
want of them every where." 

Every thing being duly adjusted, the French army 
broke up from Beaumont, at day-break, and pursued 
their march to the Samhre. Bold and sudden in his 
movement, Napoleon advanced at all points by Thuin 
and Lopez, along both banks of the river, upon Char- 
leroi, Marchienne-au pont, and Gossclies ; where the 
first corps of the Prussian army was stationed, under 
General Ziethen. The 2d corps attacked the out posts 
of the Prussians, and pursued them as far as Harchi- 
enne-au Pont. The light cavalry following the 2d corps 
as far as Marchienne, turned to the right, after crossing 
the Sambre, and pushed along the left bank as far as 
Charleroi. After severe fighting, Charleroi was taken 
before the Prussians bad time to destroy the bridge. 
Advancing on Gosselies, a large town situated on the 
road to Brussels, the Prussians retired in confusion on 
Fleurus, where their main body was concentrated. Tiic 
presence of Napoleon inspired the French troops. The 
si^uadrons of his guard repeatedly charged the Prussian 
infantry, in one of which charges his aid-dc-camp. 
General Letort, was mortally wounded. 

During the night between the 15th and ICth the 
French head quarters were at Charleroi ; that of Mar- 
shal Blucher at Namur; the Duke of AVellington’s at 
Brussels. The first corps of the Prusso-Saxon army, 
enfeebled by the loss of two Uiousand men, occupied 
the village of FJeurus by n detachment. TJic second 





AND WAKS OF EUKOPF. 


471 


Duke of Wcll'inglon nt Bni'-'-cl'i. 


corps, wliicli had assembled at Namar, marched all 
Dight to join the first at Sombref. The third eorps had 
re-asscmbled, one part at Naranr, and the other at 
Ciney. 

The intelligence of Bonaparte’s movements reached 
Brussels on the evening of the 15tli, at which time the 
Duke of Wellington, and most of his ofllccrs, were at a 
ball given by the Duchess of Bichmond. This did not 
appear to tke English general as requiring any other 
precaution, than giving an order to all the line to be on 
its guard. On the same evening tlic Duke received 
dispatches from Bluchcr, with the information that 
Charleroi was taken, and that the French were advanc- 
ing in the direction of Flcurus ; that the French array 
was one hundred and fifty thousand strong ; and that 
the Emperor was at its head. On this intelligence, the 
Duke of Wellington immediately despatched an order 
to all the army to break up its cantonments, assemble 
each division at the point of concentration, there to 
await fresh orders. The spectacle at Brussels, as the 
troops were collecting and fulling into their ranks, was 
peculiarly impressive. It was one o’clock in the morn- 
ing of the 16th, when the bugle sounded, summoning the 
soldiers to their rendezvous. The troops commenced 
their march before day-light. Among the first to muster, 
were the 42d and 92d highland regiments ; they had 
become great favourites at Brussels. They were so 
• domesticated in the houses where they were quartered, 
that it was no uncommon thing to see the highlander 
taking care of the children, or keeping the shop of his 
host. They had thus gained on the aifections of the 
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Flemings, who, unaccustomed to such mildness and 
good deportment in soldiers, suspected the valour of 
these troops. They wore so douce (they said) that tlicv 
could not believe they would be a match for the fero« 
cious soldiers of Bonaparte. But the highlanders soon 
proved that, though gentle as lambs in quarters, they 
were fierce as lions in the field. ‘With the utmost 
alacrity they assembled to the well known martial air 
of " Come to me and I will g^vc you flesh,” an invita- 
tion to the wolf and to the raven, for which they were 
about to prepare an ample feast. The march was long 
and painful. The officers, though they knew that the 
Prussians had been attacked, did not tliink that they 
wore on the road to immediate battle. But, as early as 
five o’clock in the morning of the ICth some Belgian 
troops, under the command of the Prince of cimar, 
w'ere attacked by part of the right wing of the French 
army, commanded by Marshal Ncy. The Prince of 
M'“eiraar was forced to fall back; but, reinforced by 
another brigade of the Prince of Orange, was enabled 
to recover so much of Ibo ground, as to command the 
communications leading from Nivellcs and Brussels, 
with Marshal Bluchcr. The combat continued fill 
noon, when the French, greatly rc-inforced, returned to 
the combat with overwhelming numbers. The Princo 
of Orange, forced to give way, fell upon Quatro Bras. 

Marsha Key received an order in the night to push 
on at day-break of the IGtli, beyond Quatre Bras ; to 
occupy a good cavalry position on the Brussels road, 
and to guard the causeway.*? of Nivellcs and Namur, 
by bis flankers on the right and left. General Girards 
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division, in observation opposite Flcnrus, Avas ordered 
lo remain in its position, that it might act under the 
iiuinediatc orders of the Emperor, Avho, Avith the centre 
and rigiit of tlic armj'' marched to engage the Prussian 
armj^ before its fonrlli corps, commanded by General 
BuIoav, had joined, and ere the Anglo-Belgian army 
assembled on its right. 

The Emperor, visited the clmin of ont-posts mounted 
on the heights, and reconnoitred the position of the 
enemy’s army. Marshal Blucher, not expecting to be 
attacked that daj', thought there would be time to com- 
plete the assembling of his troops, and that he would 
be supported on his right by the Anglo-Belgian army, 
Avhich Avas to march on Quatre Bras by the causoAvays 
of Biussels and Nivelles on the 17th. 

Marsh Ney, instead of executing his orders to take 
position in front of Quatre Bras, Avas stopped by the 
cannonade heard on his right flank, and by the reports 
which he had received, that the Anglo-Belgian and 
Prusso-Saxon armies, had already efiected a junction 
in the environs of Fleurus ; under these circumstances, 
he concluded that if he continued the above movement, 
he must inevitably be turned ; he declared, however, 
that he was ready to execute the orders which the 
Emperor might send him, when the latter was informed 
of this new incident. The Emperor blamed him for 
having already lost eight hours; what he pretended to 
be a new incident, had existed since the evening before ; 
he, therefore, reiterated the order to push on beyond 
Quatre Bras, and directed that as soon as the Marshal 
took position, he should detach a column of eight thou- 
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Quatre Bras. Halting a few yards in front of the l)2d 
regiment, he was exposed to a heavy fire of round shot 
and grape. His aspect was that of cool seriousness. 
Looking intently at various parts of the field, in the 
direction of the firing, and frequently pulling out his 
watch, he appeared to be calculating on the arrival of 
the regiments not yet come up. The French troops 
fought with the most determined valour ; the attacks of 
the cuirassier^* in particular, were impetuous, and 
dreadful. The British troops stood firm. Tlie general 
wish was to charge the enemy with the bayonet, with- 
out awaiting his attack.^ Ijord Wellington remarked on 
the following day, that, ho ** never saw his troops be- 
have better, during the number of years he bad com- 
manded them.” 

The brigade under the command of Sir James Kempt, 
was the first which was warmly engaged. They suc- 
ceeded in arresting tlic progress of tljo enemy in the 
centre. The royals and 42d, sent to iheir support, suf- 
fered severely. The 44th was next ordered to that 
point. Boring three hours, the troops in the centre, 
were resolutely engaged, with alteraato success. From 
half past three, until six in the evening, the French 
maintained a heavy fire, and twice attempted to cany 
the right of the British position. The Brunswick troops 
were falling hack before overwhelming numbers. Fresh 
columns advanced to their support; and, at this time, 
their brave leader was killed. Leading on his men, 
amidst a firo of grape shot, a ball passed tlirough his 
bridle hand, and entered his body. He fell — and, io 
ten minutes breathed his last. Tiicir leader having 
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fallen, his troops gave way. The enemy inirsiied ; but, 
the brave 92d, posted behind a ditch, on the right of the 
road from Brussels to Flciirns, and in whose centre the 
commander in chief was stationed, opened such a tire 
upon the enemy's cavalry, as compelled them to retire 
in disorder. Returning, however, about fotir o’clock 
with considerable reinforcements, the French endea- 
voured by another furious attack, to gain the right of 
the British position. They were, however, repulsed 
with great loss. The 79th regiment, which eminently 
distinguished itself, .suffered severely. Its commanding 
Officer, Colonel Dougla.ss, who had been previously hit 
by three balls, was severely wounded towards the close 
of the day, but still maintained his post. 

The royal Scots were led to the charge by their gal- 
lant commander, Sir Thomas Picton. Advancing 
through a corn-field, under the most destructive fire, 
they surmounted all difliculties, charged and routed the 
columns of the enemy. For the purpose of resisting the 
cavalry, they formed into a square, and though charged 
six or seven times, remained immoveable. A part of 
the enemy’s cavalry had at one period nearly reached 
some guns, close to Quatre Bras, near the spot where 
the Duke of Wellington was standing; but, being 
promptly and vigorously attacked by a batallion of 
young Hanoverians, were entirely cut off. The 92d 
regiment distinguished itself, by the performance of 
prodigies of valour; repulsing the enemies columns 
with the most dreadful slaughter. The 44th, 33rd, and 
32d, greatly signalized themselves. . ■ 

Thus the combat continued for several hours, with 
VOL. III. — NO. 67. 3 Q 
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various success, and doubtful issue. The French con- 
tinued to pour in fresh troops, and the British to resist 
their elTorts. The third division, in order to threaten 
the enemy’s right, and operate in favour of the Prus- 
sians, who were engaged with Bonapart6, moved to the 
*eft, while a brigade of guards, and part of the first 
division, remained at Quatre Bras. The combat raged 
with the utmost fury about seven o’clock, when the fire 
of the French artillery was tremendous. Through the 
volumes of smoke, the French were advancing with all 
their force for another struggle. As they approached, 
the fire of the artillery slackened, and the sanguinary 
conflict commenced. The Duke, who was with (he02d 
regiment, turned to them, and said with energy, " Ninety 
second you must charge these fellows.” The order was 
instantly obeyed^ "With irresistible ardor they rushed 
against the black batallions. Colonel Cameron, and 
three other officers of rank, were at this moment mor- 
tally wounded. The death of their leader, infuriated 
the highlanders, who took such ample vengeance on the 
enemy, that the field was covered with the dying and 
the dead. The 92d pursued them for a mile, until they 
came near the main body of the enemy, when they re- 
tired to a wood. 

The battle now raged in the centre, and on the rights 
The French attempted to separate the divisions of tho 
British army; and still occupied the wood, which com- 
manded the right of the allied position. The division 
of tho guards under General Maitland, having newly 
corao up, were commanded by the Duke to drive tho 
enemy from the wood. Advancing to the charge, the 
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tirailleurs of the enemy fled before them. Their light 
troops, however, advanced in such overwhelming num- 
bers, that they regained possession of the wood, which, 
after three hours desperate fighting, was finally wrested 
from them. 

The French being now in the utmost confusion, Ney, 
who had left the 1st corps in reserve, determined to 
bring it up : but on sending for it, found that Bonaparte 
had employed it in his own aid against the Prussians. 
Thus disappointed, he ordered up the reserve of the 
second corps, to cover his broken batallions ; and, finally 
retired to his former position at Frasnes/ leaving the 
British the undisputed masters of the field. 

The loss of the British in this action, was severe ; the 
the cavalry and artillery not having come up, they 
fought under the greatest disadvantage. The loss, 
including many gallant officers, amounted to 2, 251 
killed and wounded, and thirty one missing. The total 
loss, including the Hanoverians, Dutch, Belgians, 
Brunswickers, &c. consisted of about 5,000 men ; the 
loss of the French was about 4,200. The field of battle 
was covered with the slain. The number of dead bodies 
round Quatre Bras, was very great. Three hundred 
holes were made in a house at Place Nay, by the bul- 
lets which had entered it. 

During the engagement between Marshal Ney, and 
the allies under the command of the Duke of Welling- 
ton, Bonapart6 had marched with the whole of his re- 
maining force against the Prussian army, posted at 
Sombref. Marshal Blucher occupied a strong position, 
defended by artillery and infantry. 


480 HISTORY OP NAPOLEON BONAPARTE, 


Renewal of tlie enj;a;;ement. 

The battle commenced at three in the afternoon by a 
furious cannonade from the French. The first effort 
was to turn the right of tlic Prussian army. The village 
of St. Amand ^vas attacked by LefoVs division ; and 
gallantly defended by the Prussians. The French, 
charging, however, with the bayonet, gained possession 
of the village, and established themselves in the church, 
and church-yard. The Prussians made .several attempts 
to regain it, and the combat was obstinate and sangui- 
nary. The village was at length stormed and recovered 
by the Prussians j but was retaken by the enemy. 

At Ligny, the combat was most sovcto and destnic- 
tivo. This memorable village stands upon a small river 
of the same name. The most determined efforts of the 
French were directed against this important spot, 
the utmost bravery of the Prussians, was exerted in its ■ 
defence. For upwards of four hours, the possession of 
" the village was disputed. Blucher, in person, and snord 
in hand, continually led bis troops to the contest. Tho 
charges of the cavalry were severe and destructive. In 
one of the Prussian charges, conducted by Blucher, 
that bravo general, had a narrow escape of death or 
captivity. A shot struck the Marshal’s horse. It dropped 
down dead, ' Its rider lay entangled under it, stunned 
by the fall. The enemy pursuing U»c charge, passed by 
without perceiving the veteran chief. Tho enemy heliiff 
repulsed, the gallant Blucher was relieved from hi* 
perilous situation, and, as soon as he was extricated, 
mounting a dragoon horse, he exclaimed, well, mj 
brave fellows, let us charge them again.” TIio combat 
continued with unabated fury. Blucher vjxs on 
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point of separating the enemies’ line, and turning the 
left of his main bodJ^ This bright gleam was, however, 
of short duration ; for, accounts ^Ycrc now received, 
that, the English division, destined for their support, 
was furiously attacked by a l^rcnch corps, and could 
scarcely maintain itself at Quatre Bras. The corps 
under the command of Bulow, had not appeared, ac- 
cording to expectation ; and, no benefit could arise 
from ic during the day. Ligny was still occupied ; but 
there the combat raged with fury, and with double suc- 
cess. At this point, the Westphalian and Berg regi- 
ments fought with the greatest rc.solution. Of the form- 
er, a whole company fell in the court yard of the church, 
and on the terrace, lay fifty dead. The houses on each 
side, were converted into a fortress by the parties who 
respectively occupied them. Driven out four times, the- 
French resumed the ground which they had lost ; until, 
at length, the village was set on fire by the enemy, and 
the combat continued amidst the burning houses. All 
the Prussian troops had by this time been engaged. The 
enemy continued to pour in fresh troops. The Prussian 
masses still continued unbroken, on the heights of 
Bussy, and Ligny. The Emperor had deprived Mar- 
shal Ney of the first corps of his array, without consult- 
ing him ; as well as of a division of Girard’s corps, both 
of which were necessary to the support of the Marshal. 
At Sombref, General Thielman with the third corps, re- 
mained immoveable. Bonaparte resolved, therefore to 
complete his success, by one of those skilful manceuvres, 
which distinguished his tactics. He drew up his im- 
perial ffuard, which he had hitherto kept in reserve, in 
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the front of the centre of the Prussian line. Eight 
batallions of these troops, formed into one solid column, 
supported by four squadrons of cavalry, two regiments 
of cuirassiers, and the horse grenadiers of the guard, 
traversing the village of Ligny, threw themselves into 
the ravine which separates the village from the heights, 
and notwithstanding a tremendous fire of grape and 
mushetry began to ascend. Unimpeded by this dread- 
ful fire, they continued to ascend the heights of Bnssy, 
and made such an impression on the masses of the 
Prussians, as to threaten the centre of their army. The 
impetuosity of the French grenadiers, surmounted every 
obstacle. Supported by the cuirassiers, the division of 
Pechux made a circuit round Ltgny, and came unob- 
served upon the Prussian force, posted behind the hou- 
ses. It was now dark, ** The movement made by the 
enemy,” said Bluchcr, is decisive.** Formed in masses, 
the Prussian columns repulsed the attacks made upon 
them, and retreated in good order upon thb heights. 
The artillery belonging to the Prussian army, having 
got into defiles, fifteen pieces were taken by the enemy. 
The loss of the Prussians, in the battle of Ligny, amount- 
ed upon the lowest computation to 20,000 men ; that of 
the French was also severe. In the short space of ttvo 
days, upwards of 40,000 men had fallen in the three 
armies. 

The British troops, though destitute of cavalry and 
artillery, had repulsed the enemy of Qualrc Bras ; and 
prevented Ney from turning tho right wing of the allied 
army, which Bonaparte had projected. Had this taken 
place, it would, probably, have been decisive of the 
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conflict. The withdrawnicnt of the first corps from 
Marshal prevented Ms gaining this advantage ; 

for, when Bonaparte, having succeeded against the 
Prussians, returned the first corps to Nej^ he could 
make no use of it ; the British army having come up. 
Tlie failure at Quatre Bras, was the source of all the 
disasters which followed. 

During the retreat of the Prussian army, the British 
general, and the array under his command, remained at 
Quatre Bras. The Duke was here exposed to all the 
privations of the meanest soldier. His pillow was the 
open field. Cold and fatigued, he was anxious for a 
fire, whicli, after some difliculty, was kindled by the 92d 
regiment. By the morning of the 17th, he had placed 
the whole of his forces in the position of Quatre Bras, 
and was planning an attack upon Ney, at Frasnes ; 
when he received a communication from Blucher, stat- 
ing the disastrous state of his affairs ; he therefore re- 
solved on retreating towards Brussels. 

The battle of the 16th, was contested on both sides, 
with the utmost resolution. The first, and third corps 
of the French army, had' hoisted the blach flag ; but, 
their animosity was chiefly directed against the Prus- 
sians. 

In consequence of the retreat of the allied armies, the 
Frencn claiming a brilliant victory, telegraphic bulletins, 
were transmitted to France. Three of these were re- 
ceived at Boulogne, and Paris was illuminated. 

At day-break on the 17th, General Pajol, with a divi- 
sion of infantry, headed by the sixth corps, moved in 
pursuit of the Prussian army, in the direction of Wavres, 
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by Tilly and Gembloux. Marshal Ney was ordered to 
march on Quatre Bras, at the dawn of day, and to make 
a spirited attack* on the English rear-guard. With a 
view to favour Ncy’a attack, by taking the English army 
on its flank, Count Eoban, with two divisions of infan- 
try of his own corps, his light artillery, and Milhaud's 
cuirassiers, marched by the causeway of Namur, on 
Quatre Bras. For the purpose of supporting General 
Pajol, and of following Blncherwith rapidity in order 
to prevent him from rallying, Marshal Grouchy set out, 
with Excelman’s corps of cavalry, and the third and 
fourth corps of infantry. His orders were absolute to 
keep between' the causeway, leading from Charleroi to 
Brussels, and the Prussian general ; so as to bo in con- 
tinual communication with the army, and in circum- 
stances to rejoin it, if necessary. Contemplating the 
retiring of Marshal Bluchcr on Wnvrcs, the object of 
this order, was, that Grouchy should reach it simulta- 
neously. If, on the contrary, Blocher should pass the 
night covered by the forest of Soignes, Grouchy was to 
follow him to the borders of the forest. Should he retire 
on the Meuse, for the purpose of covering his communi- 
cations with Germany, then he was to bo observed by 
General PajoVs advauced guard, while he himself should 
occupy Wavres, w ith Excclman’s cavalry, and the third 
and fourth corps of infantry; in order to keep in com- 
munication with the head-quarters, which marched on 
tlie causeway from Charleroi to Bnisscis. In tliis order, 
tlio French army marched on Brussels, in two columns, 
the one composed of sixty nine thousand men, and the 
other of thirty four thousand. 
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Having- visited the field of battle, and caused every 
possible assistance to be given to the wounded, the Em- 
peror galloped on, to reach Quatre Bras, with Lpbau’s 
cavalry. Joining it at the village of Marchais, and 
arriving in sight of the farm of Quatre Bras, he foupd 
that it was still occupied by a corps of English cavalry. 
Shortly after, a reconnoitering party of a huntlrcd French 
hussars returned, closely pursued by a regiment of Bri- 
tish cavalry. The French cavalry took post; the cui- 
rassiers of Milhaud on the right, the light cavalry on the 
left, the infantry placing itself in second line, while the 
batteries were put in position. Officers were sent to 
Ney, to press him to advance immediately to Quatre 
Bras ; Count Lobau marched forward. Lord Uxbridge, 
who had been left with a corps of cavalry and batteries 
of light artillery, as a rear-guard, retired as poon as he 
perceived the corps of Count Lobau.- The Emperor, 
immediately upon his arrival at the farm of Quatre 
Bras, caused twelve pieces of artillery to be put in baf- 
tery, and which were instantly engaged with ]t,WR 
glish batteries. Rain now fell in torrents, but the jtroops 
did not stir. Count d’Erlon took the head of the column, 
and preparing to make an attack on the English rear- 
guard, was followed Jjy General Reille, with tjie ^nd 
corps. When Marshal Ney made his app^earance, the 
Emperor expressed his .dissatisfaction at his jtardippss, 
and the loss of three most precious hourp. yhp Mar- 
shal, in excuse, stated, that he believeijl ^ej^ingtpn, 
with his whole army, was still at Quatre B^as. 
Emperor marched at the head ,9f ,the army, .'j’he -^ye.a- 
ther was now dreadful ; tlie .soldiers, ancle-^eep ^in 
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water on the causeway, and up to their knees in the lo' 
grounds ; tho artillery could not pass over them ; whil 
the cavalry did so with extreme difiiculty. About si 
o’clock in the evening, the allied army, wliich had sup 
ported its retreat with'.only a few pieces of cannon, un 
masked •fifteen. The weather being now extremeb 
^oSSyj It was probable, that, ‘as tho distance was not fai 
from tho forest of Soignes, ■ the .allied army would cn 
dcavour 'to keep that position during the night. Ib 
order to ascertain this ‘point, Milhaud's cuirassiers, 
under tho protection of four batteries of light artillery, 
threatened to charge ; when the allied army unmasked 
fifty Or sixth pieces of cannon. As it would have re- 
quired two hours more of day-light to make the attack ; 
the French army took post in front of Planchcnoitpvith 
its head-quarters established at tho farm of Cailloux. 

Marshal Grouchy, in his pursuit of Blucher, had taken 
tho routes of Mont Guiber and Gcmblonx ; but, liaving 
been induced to bcliovo that tlio greater part of tho 
Prussian army had retired by Gcmbloux, bo marched 
with his principal forces on that point. Arriving there 
on tho ICth, at four o’clock in the afternoon, ho learueA 
that Bulow's corps arrived there at night, and had not 
been present at tlio’ battle; be immediately sent rccon* 
noiti.'ngpartics towardsAVavres, and Biego, in (ho track 
of tho enemy’s rear-guard; and,- though ho had only 
marched two leagues, made his troops take post. To- 
wards night, positive information reached him, (hat (ho 
principal forces of tho enemy, had directed thcmschcs 
upon AVavres ; but, as it was then past six o’clock, amt 
Old troops were refreshing themselves, he thought it 
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would be time enough to ibllow the enemy in the mornr 
ing, and by that fatal resolution lost the battle of Wa- 
terloo ! 

The rain continuing to fall during the night, rendered 
all the low grounds impracticable for artillery, and 
cavalry, and even for infantry. At nine o'clock at 
night, it was ascertained that a column of the enemy’s 
cavalry, had fallen back in the greatest haste from Tilly 
to Wavres. A corps of two thousand cavaliy was di- 
rected to march on Halle, threatening to turn the right 
of the forest of Soignes, arid to march on Brussels. The 
Duke of Wellington, sent his 4th division of infantry 
there. The French cavalry, therefore, returned to their 
camp at night, while the English division remained in 
observation. 

At ten o’clock at night, the Emperor sent an officer to 
Marshal Grouchy, supposed to be near Wavres, to ac- 
quaint him that there would be a great battle on the 
following day ; and ordering him to detach a division 
of seven thousand men of all arms, and six pieces of 
cannon, from his camp, before day-light, to St. .Lambert, 
in order to their joining the right of the grand army, and 
cooperating with it; arid, that, as soon as he should 
ascertain that Marshal Blucher. had evacuated Wavres, 
either to continue his retreat on Brussels, or to move in 
any other direction, he should march with the rest of liis 
troops, to support the detachment already sentito St. 
Lambert. . . ' . 

At eleven o’clock at night, a report from Marshal 
Grouchy was received, which stated, that he was in the 
village of Gembloux, with his army and ignorant of the 
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direction which Marshal Slucher had taken ; that ho 
had, in consequence, established two udTanced guards, 
the one between Gemblonx and Wavres, and the other 
at a leagde from Gembloux, towards Liege. Thus, 
Blucher had escaped him, while he was, in point of fact, 
only three leagues from him ! A second officer was sent 
to Grouchy, at four o’clock in the moming, to reiterate 
the order which 'had been conveyed to him at ten o’clock 
attiight. At five o’clock intheTnoming, a fresh report 
was received from Groncby,'dated Gembloux, two o’clock 
in the morning, stating the fcircumstance of bis having 
learned that Blucher had proceeded with all his forces 
on AVarres; that he had in conseqncriCc m'shed (o 
follow him instantly j hu^ that the IroCps, having halted 
and prepared their supper, he would not move until 
day-light, which would have the same fefTccti and that 
the soldiers would then bo refreshed and full of ardour. 

In consequence of the retreat of (he allied armies, the 
news of which had reached Brussels, its inhabitants 
were reduced to the utmost consternation. Reports the 
most contradictoiy were in circulation j but, tljc can- 
nonading continued, and apparently approached nearer. 
Unable to vest, the British visitants and citizens uan- 
dcred about the park, or stood updn (ho rarapar(s, hV 
tening to the heavy cannonade, which towards ten 
o’clock became* gradually fainter, and soon after entirely 
ceased. An intelligent cyc-witnCss 1ms furnished the 
following account of the anxiety of the inhnhitnnts. 

“ Between twelve and one we suddcnly’hcard the noi*c 
of the rapid rolling of heavy carriages, in long succes- 
sion, passing through the Place Royale, mingled with 
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the loud cries and exclamations of the people below. 
For some minutes wc listened in silence — faster and 
faster, and louder and louder, the long train of carriages 
continued to roll through the town ; the cries of the 
affrighted people increased. In some alarm, we hastily 
ran out to inquire the cause of this tumult; the first 
person we encountered was a scared lille-de chambre, 
who exclaimed in a most piteous tone— Les Francois 
sout toxit pres — da7is nne petUe clemi-henre Us scroni ici^ 
(The French are close at hand, they will be here in less 
than half an hour.) Qneferons nonsl What shall we 
do ! (What shall we do !) ll fmd partir tout tie siiite^ 
(let us fly directly.) Questions were in wain— she could 
only reiterate “ The French are close at hand — and 
then renew her acclamations and lamentations. As we 
flew down stairs, the house seemed deserted, every 
room-door was open— the candles were left burning on 
the tables — every body had run out into the Place Roy- 
ale— at the bottom of the stairs, a group of affrighted 
Belgians were assembled — consternation pictured on 
their faces. They could only tell us, that intelligence 
had been brought of a large body of French having been 
seen advancing through the woods to take Brussels, 
that they were within half-an-hour’s march of the city, 
(which was wholly undefended,) and that the English 
army in full retreat. " It’^ too true, it’s too true,” 
was repeated on ‘every side, “ and the train of artillery 
that was passing through” (they said) was retreating I” 
We had soon, however, ‘the satisfaction of finding this 
was nou the case, that the artillery were passing through 
to join the arm^ that they were not retreating, but ad- 
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vancing^ ; and, finding that the report of the French 
be)ng within half-an-honrs march of the city, rested only 
on the authority of some Belgians, our alarm gradually 
subsided. Some people, indeed, took their departure 
— but' as the French did not make their appearance, 
some went to-bed, and others lay down in their clothes, 
by no means assured that their slumbers might not bo 
broken by the entrance of the French. 

“ In fact, between five and six, we were roused by a 
loud knocking at the door, and the cries of Les Finn- 
cois soJit id — Les Francois sont ici,*‘ Starting up, tlje 
first sight we beheld was a troop of Belgic carnlry; 
covered, not Tvith glory but with mud, galloping through 
the town at fulUspeed, as if the enemy were at their 
heels ; and immediately the heavy baggage-waggons, 
which had been harnessed from (he moment of the first 
alarm, set off full gallop down La Montague do la Conr, 
and through every street by which it was possible to 
effect tbeir escape. In less than two minutes, tlic great 
square of the Place Royalc, which had been crowded 
with' men and horses, carts and baggagc-w’aggons, was 
completely cleared of every thing, and entirely deserted. 
Again were the cries repeated of Les Francois sont 
id !-~-Jls s’emparent de la porte de la ville (The French 
are at the gates of the town.) The doors of all the bed 
rooms were thrown open ; the people flew out in thetc 
night-caps, scarcely half-dressed, and looking quite dis- 
tracted, running about palo and trembling tbcj’ knew 
not wbitber, with packages under their arms— some car- 
Tying huge bcterogcn^ioas collections of things dowfl 
to the cellars, and othet^ loaded with their properly 
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flying up to the garrets. The poor fille-de-chambre, 
nearly frightened out of her wits, was standing wringing 
her hands, unable to articulate any thing but “ Les 
Francois — Les Francois ! ” while the cook exclaimed 
with more dignity, “ Nous sommes tons j^^rdus!” .(W^ 
are all lost.) 

“ In the court-yard below, a scene of the most dread- 
ful confusion ensued ; description can give but a faint 
idea of the scuffle that took place to get at the . horses 
and carriages ; the squabbling of masters and servants, 
ostlers, chambermaids, coachmen, and gentlemen, all 
scolding at once, and swearing in French, English, and 
Flemish ; while every opprobrious epithet and figure of 
speech, which the three languages contained, were ex- 
nausted upon each other ; and the confusion of tongues 
could scarcely have been exceeded by that of the Tower 
of Babel. Some made use of supplication, and others 
uad recourse to force ; wmrds were followed by blows. 
One half of the Belgic drivers refused either to go them- 
selves, or let their beasts go, and with many gesticula- 
tions, called upon all the saints and angels in heaven to 
witness that they would not set out — no, not to. save the 
Prince of Orange himself ; and neither love, nor money, 
nor threats, nor intreaties, could induce them to alter 
this determination. Those who had horses, or means 
of procuring them, set out with most astonishing expe- 
dition, and one English carriage after another took the 
road to Antwerp.” 

The defeat wfflich the Prussians had sustained was 
known at Brussels, and the corpse of the Duke of 
Brunswick having passed through during the night had 



492 HISTORY OF NAPOLEON BONAPARTE, 


' Prepar&ltaDs tot the Sereuleetilb. 

made a considerable impression upon tUe minds of 
people. Waggons filled with the wounded encreased the 
general despondency. Every hour added to the dismay. 
The alarm was so great that one hundred Napoleons 
were^ofiered in vain for a pair of horses to go to Ant- 
werp, about thirty miles. 

“ It is impossible’’ says the author, whose description 
we have copied, “ to imagine the strong over-powering 
anxiety of being so near such eventful scenes, wdthoot 
being able to learn what is really passing. To know 
that within a few miles such an awful contest is decid- 
ing — to hear even the distant voice of war — to think 
that in the roar of every cannon, your bravo countrymen 
are falling, bleeding, and dying— to dread that your 
ftiends, even those dearest to you, may be the victims 
— to endure the long and protracted suspeuso— Iho con- 
stant agitation — the varying reports — the incessant 
alarms— the fluctuating hopes, and doubts, and fears— 
none but those who have felt what it is can understand 
it. ” 

During tho night of thol7tb, tire Emperor, gave the 
necessary orders for the battle of tho following day. 1'ho 
shades of a gloomy night were succeeded by a cheerless 
dawn. Sullen clouds obscured tho face of ficaveu, and 
blackened the approach of this eventful day. 

The French army moved forward, marching in eleven 
columns, arranged as follows ; viz— four to form the 
first line, four the second, and three the tJiird. The four 
columns of the first line were, that of tho left, formed 
by the cavalry of the second corps ; the second, formed 
by three divisions of infantry of the second corps; the 
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third, by the four divisions of infantry of the first corps ; 
the fourth, by the light cavalry of the first corps. The 
four columns of the second line ; first, that of the left, 
formed by Kellennan’s corps of cuirassiers ; the second, 
by the two divisions of infantry of the sixth corps ; the 
third, by two divisions of light cavalry, the one, that of 
the sixth corps, commanded by the General of Division, 
Daumont ; the other, detached from Pajofs corps, and 
commanded by the General of Division, Subervie : the 
fourth by the corps of cuirassiers of Milhaud. The 
three columns of the third line were, that of the left, 
formed by the division of horse grenadiers, and of dra- 
goons of the guard, commanded by General Guyot ; the 
second by the three divisions of the old, middle, and 
young guard, commanded by Lieutenant-Generals 
Friant, Morand, and Duhesme ; the third, by the 
mounted chasseurs and the lancers of the guard, com- 
manded by Lieutenant-General Lefebvre Desnouettes. 
The artillery marched on the flanks of the columns, 
while the parks and travelling hospitals were kept in 
the rear.. 

“ A battle,” says Bonaparte, with reference to this 
anticipated combat, “ is a ramatic action, which has 
a commencement, a middle, and an end. The order of 
battle which the two armies assume, the first movements 
which are made to engage, may be called the opening 
scene ; the counter movements made by the party at- 
tacked, form tho under plot; this leads to new inci- 
dents; these, bring on the crisis, from which proceeds 
the catastrophe.” 

It was near eleven o’clock when the battle commcncea 
VOL,. III. — NO. 67. 3 s 
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by a fire of musketry from Prince J^eroine’s division on 
the left, directed against Hoiigomont. The action soon 
became warm ; the allies having unmasked nearly forty 
pieces of cannon. This post was occupied by a de- 
tachment of guards, from General Byng’s brigade, and 
two brigades of artillery, commanded by Lieutenant- 
colonel Me Donald, and subsequently by colonel Home. 
The moment Jerome’s division made its appearance, 
the nine-poundcrs opened a tremendons fire ujjon his 
columns. Jerome, however, carried the wood of IIou- 
gomont se^ eral times, but was as often repulsed from it. ^ 
The impetuosity of the French troops was astonishing, 
and the fire of their artillery tremendous. The Lngllsli 
guards covered the wood and the n\enucs of the ens Ic 
w ith their dead ; but, after various vicissitudes, which 
occupied a great part of the day, the whole of the wood 
remained in the possession of the French \ the castle, 
Jiou'c^er, defended by some hundreds of intrepid Jlng- 
lisli troops, opposed an invincible resistance. About 
three o'clock, Bon.ip.irte, finding that Jerome unsun- 
able to drive the guards from Hougoiimont, ordered the 
chateau to be set on fire. Tlic shells which were broupld 
to bear upon the bouses, soon accomplished this oliject; 
but the British troops retiring into the garden continued 
to contest c^cry inch of ground. Several British sol- 
diers who had been wounded, and were too ill to ho 
removed, fell a prey to the flames. The conflict m.'iiii- 
tained at this spot was eminently, destructive to both 
.«»ides. A British oflicer, sent out witli twenty men 
rotnrned willi one; being again sent out VM'th om* hun- 
dred and fifty, lie returned with fifty. 
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The French now attacked the whole line of the Bri- 
tish right wing, with successive columns of cavalry, 
rolling after each other like waves of the sea. Support- 
ed by a most destructive fire of artillery, they threatened 
to sweep every thing before them. The Belgian horse 
gave way, and galloped from the field in the utmost con- 
fusion. Several pieces fell into the hands of the French, 
whose cavalry rode furiously up and down among the 
small squares of British infantry, seeking some point 
where they might break in upon them The French 
displayed at this period of the battle the utmost degree 
of bravery ; the English to an equal share of courage 
united the most exemplary coolness. 

Two British officers of artillery, belonging to a square 
which was repeatedly charged, rushed out of it the 
moment the cavalry retreated, and loading one of the 
deserted guns, discharged it upon the retreating horse- 
men. A French ofiicer, observing this, stationed him- 
self oh the n^xt retreat close to the gun ; and, waving 
his sword, defied the British officers to approach it. 
He was, however, soon shot by a grenadier ; but, pre- 
vented by this act of self-devotion, a considerable des- 
truction of his countrymen. Another French officer, 
after leading his men forward, finding himself deserted 
by tfiem, rushed upon the bayonets of his antagonists, 
and threw open his arms, 'as if to welcome the death 
which was inevitable. Hitherto, the French had been 
unable to break the British line ; but, the situation of 
the latter was becoming critical. The Duke of "Vl^eliing- 
tou had stationed his best troops in front; these having 
suffered dreadfully, it became necessary, to bring for- 
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ward troops from the second line. These not being of 
equal quality, could not be implicitly depended upon ; 
and some of them were found unequal to the task. Tlio 
Duke, himself, witnessed a Belgian regiment giving 
way at the instant it crossed the ridge of the hill ; ho 
immediately rode up to them, halted the regiment and 
reformed it, intending to lead Ibcm into the fire himself. 
Tliey instantly shouted, En avant! En avant ! (For- 
ward 1 Forward !) hut, as soon as they again encoun- 
tered the storm of balls and shells, they instnntiy went 
to tlie right-about, and abandoned the Duke ! He then 
brought up a Brunswick regiment, who kept their 
ground, and behaved with steadiness. 

The combat still raged with unabated fury. “ The 
British army,” as Blucher observed, fought with a valor < 
which nothing could surpass." The anival of the Prus- 
sians was most anxiously expected. 

At two o’clock in the afternoon, General Daumont 
communicated, that Bulow formed in three columns; 
and estimated his force to be more than forty thousand 
strong; adding that his best mounted scouts, had^ 
brought no new'S of Marshal Grouchy, whoso assistance 
was not therefore to be depended upon. Instead’ of 
setting out from Gcmbloux at dawn of day, as his own 
dispatch announced, Grouchy had not quitted his camp 
at ten o’clock ! 

The cannonade between General Bulow and Count 
do liobau, was now commenced. The Prussian army 
marched in echelon, the centre in fronl. The echelon of 
the ccnlTO unmasked a baltciy thirty guns, to whicfi 
the French artillery opposctl an equal number. The 
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lire of the Prussian batteries was afterwards doubled 
the balls fell on the causeway, in front, and in rear c 
La Belle Alliance, where the Emperor was statiohe 
with his guards the Emperor, immediately ordere 
General Duhesme, to march on the right of the sixt 
corps, with his two brigades of infantry, and twenty 
four pieces of cannon. After various manoeuvres, Ge 
neral Bulow was repulsed. The Prussian bullets n 
longer reached the causeway of Charleroi ; nor did the 
even approach the positions previously occupied b; 
Count de Lobau. 

The French continuing, throughout the day, to male 
charge after charge upon the British line, victory ap 
peared continually doubtful. The Duke of Wellington 
animating his men, was exposed to the hottest fire 
Kepeatedly throwing himself into the midst of th< 
squares, he exposed his person with a freedom, whicl 
though absolutely necessary, excited the greatest fear, 
for a life upon which the fate of the battle so obvioush 
depended. Encouraging the men by his presence, an( 
the officers by his directions, many of his short phrase! 
are still repeated by them with fond recollections 
• Standing in the centre of the road, in front of Mont St 
John, several pieces were directed against him. Th( 
balls repeatedly grazed a tree, which now bears hii 
name. “ That is good practice ” observed the Duke 
“ I think they fire better than they did in Spain.” Rid- 
ing up to the 95th, who were anticipating a charge oi 
cavalry,, he exclaimed, “ Stand fast, 95th, we must nol 
be beat — what will they say in England ?” When manj 
of the bravest men had fallen, and the victory appeam^ 
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doubtful, he observed with coolness, Never mind, 
we’ll win the battle yet.” To another regiment, warmly 
engaged, he observed, “ Hard pounding this, gentlemen, 
let’s see who will pound longest.” 

The aiiMcty of the Duke for the sufferings of his gal- 
lant army was now intense *• I saw him,” said a per- 
son who was present, “ pull out his watch several times, 
calculating, no doubt, when the Prussians would arrive ” 
** Would to God,” he was heard to exclaini, “ Would to 
God that night Blucher would come." Blucher, him- 
self, unwell from the bruises which he had rcceiicd on 
the ICth, was m bed when he received the information 
that Wellington nas attacked. He instantly arose, and 
putting himself at the head of the first corps, hastened 
to the field of battle ; but, owing to the state of the 
roads, from the hte incessant rains, li was past four 
o’clock in the afternoon before two brigades only of the 
fourth corps arrived at the covered position which was 
asssigncd them. General Bulow resolved to coraracncc 
the attack with what forces were come up The Prus- 
sians immediately advanced towards, Planchcnoit, 
against the enemy's right wing The Emperor, how- 
ever, did not lose Ins presence of mind ite had anti- 
cipated a movement of that description, and provided 
for it. By a letter intercepted the prcceeding evening, 
he had ascertained that fiOcen thousand Prussians were 
to arrive on las right. When tins small bodj of Prus- 
sians appeared, he iramcdialelj sent his reserve under 
Count Lobau against tlie-m; and n most sanguinary 
contest look place. Bonaparte still entertained hopes 
of btatnigrthc British armv. « These English," said he. 
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are devils, yet, though they fight bravely, they must 
give way soon.” Soult, however, told him' that their 
giving way was improbable. “ And why not,” said 
Napoleon. “ Because,” replied Soult, ‘^they will rather 
be cut to pieces.” Napoleon thought otherwise, and 
observed jestingly, “ I shall yet be in Brussels time 
enough for supper.” 

Having forced the Prussians back with considerable 
loss, and separated them from the British array, the 
Emperor now determined to augment his success by 
following up the attack upon the British centre. About 
six in the evening, he made a vigorous attack with the 
whole cavalry of his guard. The Duke, however, who 
was at this point, charged them with three battalions 
of Brunswickers, and compelled them to abandon their 
artillery. The Earl of Uxbridge, at this time made 
some brilliant charges with his cavalry, and repelled the 
enemy. Two battalions of the old guard were cut to 
pieces. Directing one of the charges, the Earl of Ux- 
bridge, exclaimed, “ Now for the honour of the house- 
hold troops ; they will add to themselves new laurels 
and turning to the Duke of Wellington, he said, " We 
shall know whether our household troops are not more 
than a match for their invincibles.” Captain Kelly, of 
the Life-guards, in a charge, encountered the colonel of 
the first regiment of cuirassiers ; and by one blow, 
cleaved his helmet through, cutting his head half asun- 
der. Having fallen. Captain Kelly dismounted, and 
tearing off the epaulet of the French officer, secured it 
as a trophy. When the regiment retunied, the Duke of 
Wellington, and the Earl of Uxbridge, returned them 
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thanks for their bravery; and the Earl, addressing Cap- 
tain Kelly, said, “ I particularly noticed you — it was 
well done, and I shall report you for promotion.” 

It was now near seven o'clock in the evening, the 
battle still raging. Only the fourth corps of the Prus- 
sian army had as yet come up. As Marshal Bluchcr 
was approaching the eventful scene, he received a com- 
.munication from General Thiclman, stating that he wa.s 
hard pressed at Wavre, and in need of assistance. 
Blucher observed, that he did not suffer himself to ho 
disturbed by this news ; it was on the spot where he 
v/as, and no where else, that the affair was to be decided.” 
Had Blucher deferred his advance another half-hour, 
the most fatal' consequences must have ensued to the 
allied array. 

The battle continued to rage on the heights of Mount 
St. John. The carnage in both armies was dreadful— 
the moment critical. The fifth division was reduced 
from six thousand to one thousand eight hundred men. 
The 92d, to less than two hundred. The Emperor and 
his army were in a critical situation, but, as yet, ho 
thought things were going on well. Having succeeded 
ill repulsing tbo Prussian troops under Bulow ; and 
supposing Grouchy was near at hand to attack them in 
the rear, he resolved upon making one desperate attack 
upon the left centre of tho British army. For this pur- 
pose, he brought forward the rcscn'c of Iiis guards, 
amounting to about fifteen thousand men. 

Having taken this resolution, he dispatched Instruc- 
tions to every part of tho line, that tlic decisive move- 
ment was about to take place. Every thing being ready 
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for the final attack> the Emperor addressed his guards, 
and informed them that he had destroyed the greater 
part of the British cavalry and infantry, and that the 
artillery alone remained, which they were to attack with 
the bayonet. Leading them to the rise of the hilij and 
j)ointing to the causeway, he exclaimed, “ There, gen- 
tlemen, is the road to Brnbsels;” The guards imme- 
diately shouted Vive VEmperein'” which being dis- 
tinctly heard -by the British, induced them to believe 
that the Emperor, himself, was about to attack them. 
Bonaparte then desired Ney to, head them, and these 
veteran warriors, esteemed the first troops in Europe, 
advanced across the plain which separated the two 
armies, with a firnmess) which grape and caimister-shot 
could not disconcert for a single moment; They charged 
a body of Efunswickers, who attempted to arrest their 
progress, and drove them back with immense slaughter. 
The Duke of .Wellington was now obliged to bring up, 
bis reserve. He rallied the Brunswick troops, sayjngj 
“ my brave men we must not be beat.” Putting himself 
at their head, he charged the enemy, and again restored 
the combat. He exposed himself at this time to every 
kind of personal danger; The Prince of Orange, and 
the Belgian* troops, conducted themselves with great 
bravery, occupying that part of the line which Marshal 
Ney attacked in person. In this attackj the Prince was 
wounded by a ball in the shoulder, and removed, from 
the field. The French continued fighting wdth great 
resolution, notwithstanding the havoc made in their 
ranks by the British artillery ; closing up their shattered 
ranks with the greatest, coolness. The first brigade of 
vni,. in.— NO, 68. *3 t 
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guards, and a Dutcli brigade, made a terrible slaughter 
amongst them. The imperial guard, however, advanced 
again to the attack, covered by their artillery. The 
British foot-guards, who had been lying on the ground, 
in order to avoid the fire of the enemy's artillery, were 
now ordered to rise. The Duke had watched the ap- 
proach of the enemy ; and, when they were within a 
hundred yards of his men, he exclaimed, " Vp guards, 
and at them.” In an instant they sprang up, and rush- 
ed upon the attacking columns with the bayonet. Tlie 
British guards had been disposed in line, instead of the 
squares which they had generally occupied. The lino 
was, however, of unusual depth, consisting of fourranks, 
instead of two. ** You have stood cavalry in this order,” 
said the Duke, ** and can, therefore, ^nd no diCGcnlty in 
charging infantry.” Firing a well directed volley, and 
giving three cheers, they rushed to the charge, which 
the imperial guard could not withstand. In this in- 
stance, the British and French guards were for tlto first 
time opposed to each other. The shock was tremen- 
dous. Refusing to give or take quarter, the carnage 
was appalling. The French guards at length began to 
give way, in the utmost confusion. Tho tirailleurs of 
tho imperial-guard, attempted to cover their retreat, and 
did considerablo cxccatioa among the Bfit/s?i; hat, 
being charged by a body of cavalry, they fled in disorder. 

During this last attack, tho whole of tho fourth corjis, 
and a part of the second corps of the Prussian army, 
bad come up ; attacking as they arrived the right wing 
of the French, with the most determined resolution. 
Marshal Blncbcr had also joined with tho first corps. 
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The Prussians who had now arrived on the right of the 
French army^ amounted to forty thousand men. 

The Duke of Wellington witnessed the determined 
advance of the Prussians with the highest satisfaction. 
“ There goes old Blucher at last, and like himself,” ex- 
claimed the Duke. He now felt that the victory was 
his. He had observed the confusion with which the 
French had retired from his last attack, and that the 
march of General Bulow upon Planchenoit had begun 
to take effect. Ordering the whole line of infantry, sup- 
ported by the cavalry and artillery, to advance against 
the enemy, he put himself at the head of the foot- 
guards ; and having addressed a few words to them, he 
led them on with his hat in his hand. Notwithstand- 
ing the fire of the enemy from one hundred and fifty 
pieces of cannon, the whole army advanced with the 
greatest intrepidity. The contest was now a perfect 
massacre. The French artillery-men having deserted 
their guns, the array fled in consternation. Whole 
columns threw down their arms ; and one hundred and 
fifty pieces of cannon, with their ammunition, fell into 
the hands of the victorious array. General Zeithen, at 
the head of the Prussian corps, with which Blucher was 
present, charged the right flank of the enemy, while the 
Duke of W ellington attacked them in front. The right 
wing of the French army was broken in three places. 

The French army holding the village of Planchenoit 
in their rear, had still the means of retreat. The Prus- 
sians advanced against it. The old guard stood firm to 
the last, but the place was at length, stormed. From 
this moment the route was general ; and the road soon 
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became filled with fugitives, equipages, cannon, and 
wrecks of every description. Cavalry, infantry, and 
artillery, were blended in a general confusion ; dragoons 
rode over foot-soldiers, and trampled them to death. 
This state of things had been induced and perpetuated 
by the fatal cry of “ sauve qui pent.” 

At a small public-house near the farm-house of La 
Belle Alliance, the Duke of Wellington and Marshal 
Blucher met — embraced and congratulated each other 
upon their decisive success. The British army which 
had been engaged nine bourse and was exhausted with 
fatigue and hunger, was now halted; while tlio Prussian 
army continued the pursuit during the night. About 
half past nine o'clock. Marshal Blucbor assembled bis 
superior officers, and gave orders for every man and 
horse to be sent in pursuit. The weather having now 
cleared up, the night was beautiful and sereno. A 
bright moon-light favored the march of tho Prussians, 
in pursuit of the fugitives. The Prussian army being 
comparatively fresh, continued tho pursuit with ardor. 
Tho French were driven from nine bivouacks at the 
point of tho sword. During this disastrous retreat, 
Bonaparte was in imminent danger of being captured. 

Having arrived at Genappe, a part of tho French 
troops resolved to halt for the night ; and barriendoed 
tho entrance into the town with broken waggons and 
giin-carrioges. They had not, however, halted more 
than half-an-hour, when the advance of tho Pnisslan 
cavalry was bcnnl. Tl»c French opened a brisk fire of 
musketry and artillery; but, tho Prussians, having 
brought up some pieces of cannon, stonned the place; 
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when a dreadful slaughter ensued. Upwards of eight 
hundred Frcnchnieu were killed in Genappe. Here 
Bouapart6 escaped with extreme difficulty. So closely 
was ho pursued, that his carriage fell into the liands of 
the victors. Such was his haste to escape that he left 
his hat, his sword, his state-mantle, and his perspective 
glass in the carriage ; all of which fell into the hands of 
ISIarslial Bluchcr. His seal-ring, his jewels, and equi- 
page, were secured by the Prussian soldiers. Mounted 
on horse-back, he left Genappe, and proceeded with his 
followers in the utmost haste to the frontiers. Before 
day-light, sixty pieces of cannon fell into the hands of 
the Prussians. About forty thousand men, the remains 
of the whole army, passed through Charleroi on the 
morning of the 19th. About five in the morning, Bona- 
parte, with about fifty followers, passed the Sambre, 
and for the first time during twenty four hours, took 
some refreshment. The Prussians found nine cannon 
and one hundred caissons at Charleroi abandoned by 
the enemy. It was here that the Emperor gave the 
direction of his remaining troops to Soult ; when, get- 
ting into a carriage, he set out for Paris, taking the 
road by Rheims and Soissons. 

Having crossed the Sambre, the French troops ven- 
tured to halt and to establish bivouacks in the. meadows 
and orchards on its right-bank ; but, the alarm being- 
given that the Prussians were approaching, they in- 
stantly renewed their disorderly flight. Thus, by con- 
tinual dispersion scarcely twenty thousand men remain- 
ed, and a gi-eat part of these were- without arms. 

Marshal Grouchy, ignorant of the fate of the rest of 



506 HISTORY OP NAPOLEON BONAPARTE, 


Field of Watertoo aHer the battle. 


the army, still continued in the neighbourhood of Wavrc. 
Being attacked by Thielman, he succeeded after a severe 
contest in compelling that general to abandon Wavre, 
and to fall back upon the rest of the Prussian army. 
Grouchy, continuing to advance, had arrived in front of 
Rozierno, and was about to march upon Brussels, when 
a French officer brought him intelligence of the loss of 
the battle of Waterloo. After much difficulty, he suc- 
ceeded in escaping from Wavre to Jfamur. Here he 
was attacked by the Pru^ians, and compelled to aban- 
don the place. On the 20th be arrived at Vinant, with 
about twenty five thousand men, having lost ten thou- 
sand in various actions. 

' The field of battle presented on the following morning 
a most melancholy scene. About forty thousand dead, 
all of whom had been stripped naked, and an immense 
number of wounded, whom as yet it had been impracti- 
cable to remove, lay crowded into a narrow space. Near 
twenty five thousand horses, dead, or wounded, lay 
mixed with their former riders, increasing tho horrors of 
the scene. It presented on the morning of the 10th, a 
spectacle like a vast army asleep: but it was the sleep 
of death. According to the most accurate accounts, tho 
total number burnt and buried on these fatal fields, 
amounted to forty thousand. Daring many days, sever- 
al thousand carriages were employed, and'raany pea- 
sants from the surrounding countries, were engaged in 
burning or burying flio dead. Tlio task was so oflbnsjvo 
that the Prussians were forced to compel them at tho 
point of the bayonet. The country for several miles 
exhibited a groupc of hillocks, occasioned by largo 
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graves in which hundreds of the bodies of men and 
horses were promiscuously thrown. In one acre of 
ground, there were forty graves so filled. Notwithstand- 
ing the burning and burying of the dead, a pestilential 
gale continued for some weeks to be wafted over the 
surrounding country. The churches in the surrounding 
villages were filled with the dead and dying. On the 
morning after the battle, numbers of the wounded were 
observed raising themselves up, amongst the heaps of 
dead ; some imploring water, and others, that the spec- 
tators would put an end to their miseries. AYounded 
soldiers were seen in every part of the country, for thirty 
miles round, wmndcring about in the extremes of agony 
and want. In cottages, and obscure retreats, many 
were found, whose bodies were become half putrid from 
the severity of their wounds. Thousands perished for 
want of medical assistance. In Brussels, alone, more 
than twenty three thousand wounded were assembled, 
where they were treated with assiduous kindness. TI13 
principal families, and even ladies of rank, administer- 
ing personally to their necessities. Desolation had 
appropriated the neighbourhood of the field of battle. 
For five miles round, the country resembled a. sandy 
waste, covered with heaps of slain. The com fields had 
the appearance of stubble. The ground was ploughed 
by bullets and the feet of horses, and cut into trenches 
by the wheels of the artillery. At Hougomont every 
tree in the wood seemed blighted. Some were pierced 
with twenty cannon bullets. Broken swords, shattered 
helmets, torn epaulets and sabre sashes, bathed in 
blood, expressed the sanguinarv character of the contest. 
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In addition to the loss of men, and Iheir best horses, the 
French army lost upwards Uf three hundred pieces of 
cannon, five hundred caissons, all their baggage, and 
nearly all their arms ! 

Previously to tracing Napoleon to Paris, we shall 
subjoin the English and French accounts of this me- 
morable battle. 

English account. 

lFaier!oif, June Wih, 18t5. 

" My Lord, — Bonaparte having collected the first, 
second, third, fourth, and sixth corps of the French 
army, and the imperiat guards, and nearly all thecavnU 
ry, on the Samhre, and between that river and tho 
Mouse, hottroon the lOlb and tho 14th of tho month, 
advanced ou tho 15th, and attacked the Prussian posts 
at Thuin and Eobez, on the Sambre, at day light in the 
morning, 

1 did not hear of tliesc events till the evening of the 
15th, and I immediately ordered the troops to prepare 
to march ; and afterwards to march to their left, as soon 
as r had intelligence from other quarters to prove that 
tlio enemy’s movement upon Clmrlcroi was the real 
attack. 

Tho enemy drove the Prussian posts from the Sambre 
on that cfay ; and Gcncraf Ziethen, who commanded 
tho corps which had been at ClmrlcToi, retired upon 
FIdotus ; and Marshal Prince Blucher concentrated the 
Prussian arms upon Sorobref, holding the villages of St. 
Amand Ligny in front of Ids position. 

The enemy continued Ids marcli along tho road f^m 
Charleroi towards Hm^scls, and on tho same evening, 
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the loth, attackctl a brigade of the army of the Nether- 
lands, under the Prince de Weimar, posted at Frasne, 
and forced it back to the farm-house on the same road 
called Lcs Qiiatrc Bras. 

The Prince of Orange immediately reinforced the 
brigade with another of the same division, under Gene- 
ral Perponchcr, and in the morning early regained part 
of the ground which had been lost, so as to have the 
command of the communication leading from Nivelles 
and Brussels, with Marshal Blucher’s position. 

In the mean time, I had directed the whole army to 
march upon Lcs Quatre Bras, and the fifth division, 
under Lieutenant General Sir Thomas Picton, arrived 
at about half past two in the da)’’, followed by the corps 
of troops under the Duke of Brunswick, and afterwards 
by the contingent of Nassau. 

At this time the enemy commenced an attack upon 
Prince Blucher with his whole force, excepting the first 
and second corps ; and a corps of cavalry under General 
Kellerman, with which he attacked our post at Les 
Quatres Bras. 

The Prussian army maintained their position with 
their usual gallantry and perseverance, against a great 
disparity of numbers, as the urth corps of their array, 
under General Bulow, had not joined, and I was not 
able to assist them as I wished, as 1 was attacked my- 
self; and the troops, the cavalry in particular, which 
had a long distance to march, had not arrived. 

We maintained our position also, and completely 
defeated and repulsed all the enemy’s attempts to get 
possession of it. The enemy repeatedly attacked us 
voL. 68. 3 u 
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with a large body of infantry and cavalry, supported 
a numerous and powerful artillery ; he made severa 
charges with the cavalry upon our infantry, but all wen 
repulsed in the steadiest manner. In this afiair, hi' 
royal highness the Prince of Orange, the Duke of Bruns 
wick, and Lieutenant-General Sir Thomas Picton, anc 
Major-general Sir James Kempt, and Sir Dennis Paclc 
who were engaged from the commencement of the 
enemy’s attack, highly distinguished themselves, as 
well as Lieutenant-general Charles Baron Alten, Major- 
general Sir C. Halket, Lieutenant General Cooke, and 
Major-generals Maitland and Byng, as they successively 
arrived. The troops of the fiftli division, and those of 
the Brunswick corps, were long and severely engaged, 
and conducted themselves with the utmost gallantry. 
1 must particularly mention the 28tb, 42d, 79th, and 92d 
regiments, and the battalion of Hanoverians. 

Our loss was great, as your lordship will perceive by 
the enclosed return ; and I have particularly to regret 
his serene highness the Duke of Brunswick, who fell 
fighting gallantly, at tlio head of his troops. 

Although Marshal Bluchcr h.ad maintained his posi- 
tion at Sorabref, bo still found himself much weakened 
by the severity of tho contest in which he had been en- 
gaged; and, as the fourth corps had not anived, he 
determined to fall back, and concentrate his army al 
;Wavre ; and he marched in the night after the action 
was over. 

This movement of tho Marshals rendered necessary 
a corresponding one on my part ; and T retired from tho 
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farm of Quatre Bras upon Genappe, and thence upon 
"Waterloo the next morning, the 17th, at ten o’clock. * 

The enemy made no ctTort to pursue Marshal BIu- 
chcr. On the contrary, a patrolc which I sent to Som- 
bref in the morning;, found all quiet, and the enemy’s 
■videttes fell back as the patrole advanced. Neither did 
he attempt ’ to molest our march to the rear, although 
made in the middle’ of the day, except by following, 
with a largo body of cavalry brought from his right, the 
cavalry under the Earl of Uxbridge. 

This gave Lord Uxbridge an opportunity of charging 
them with the 1st life-guards, upon their debouche from 
the village of Genappe, upon’ which occasion his lord- 
ship has declared himself to bo well satisfied with that 
regiment. 

The position wdiich I took up in front of Waterloo, 
crossed the high roads from Charleroi, and Nivelles, and 
had its right thrown back to a ravine near Merkc 
Braine, which was occupied ; and its left extended to a 
height above the hamlet Fer-Ia Haye, which was like- 
wise occupied. In front of the right centre, and near 
the Nivelles road, we occupied the house and garden of 
Hougomont, which covered the return of that flank ; 
and, in front of the left centre, we occupied the farm of 
La Haye Sainte. By our left we communicated with 
Marshal Prince Blucher, at Wavre, through Ohain ; and 
the Marshal had promised me that in case we should be 
attacked he would support me with one or more corps, 
as might be necessary. 

The enemy collected his army, with the exception ot 
the third corps, which had been sent to observe Marshal 
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Blucher, on a range of heights in our front, in the course 
of the night of the^lTth and yesterday morning j and at 
about ten o'clock, he commenecd a furious attack upon 
our post at Hongomont t had occupied that post ^Tith 
a detachment of General Byng’s brigade of guards, 
which was in position in its rear ; and it was for some 
time under the command of Bientenant-colonel Mao' 
donald, and afterwards of Colonel Home; and I am 
happy to add, that it was maintained throughout the 
day with the utmost gallantly by these brave troops, 
notwithstanding the repeated efforts of largo bodies of 
the.onemy to obtain possession of it 

This attack upon the right of our centre was accom- 
panied by a very heavy cannonade upon our whole lino, 
which was destined to support the repeated attacks of 
cavalry and infantry occasionally mixed, but sometimes 
separate, which were made npon it. In one of these, 
the enemy carried the farm-house of La Haye Saintc, 
as the detatchment of the light battalion of the legiou 
which occupied it had expended all its ammunition, and 
the enemy occupied the only communication there was 
with them. 

The enemy repeatedly charged our infantry with his 
cavalry, but the.so attacks wero uniformly unsuccessful, 
and they afforded opportunities to our cavalry to charge, 
in one of which, Lord E. Somerset’s brigade, con-sisting 
of the life-guards, royal horsc-g\iards, and 1st dragoon- 
guards, highly distinguished themselves; as did tliat of 
Major-general Sir AV, Ponsonby, having taken inanj' 
prisoners and an eagle. 

These attacks were repeated, till about socn in the 





AND WARS OF EUROPE. 


513 


English account of the haltlc. 

evening, when the enemy made a desperate effort with 
the cavalry and infantry, supported by the fire of ar- 
tillery, to force our left centre near the farm of La Hayc 
Sainte, which after a severe contest was defeated ; and 
having observed that the troops retired from this attack 
in great confusion, and that the march of General Bu- 
low’s corps by Frischermout upon Planchenoit and La 
Belle Alliance, had begun to take effect; and as I could 
perceive by the fire of his cannon, and as Marshal 
Prince Blucher had joined in person, mth a corps of 
his army to the left of our line by Ohain, I determined 
to attack the enemy, and immediately advanced the 
whole line of infantry, supported by the cavalry and 
artillery. The attack succeeded in every point; the 
enemy was forced from his position on the heights, and 
fled in the utmost confusion, leaving behind him as far 
I could judge, 150 pieces of cannon, with their ammuni- 
tion, which fell into our hands. 

I continued the pursuit till long after dark, and thou 
discontinued it only on account of the fatigue of our 
troops, who had been engaged during twelve hours, and 
because I found myself on the same road with Marshal 
Blucher, who assured me of his intention to follow the 
enemy throughout the night ; he has sent me word this 
morning, that he had taken sixty pieces of cannon be- 
longing to the imperial guard, and several carriages, 
baggage, &c. belonging to Bonaparte, in Genappe. 

I propose to move, this morning, upon Nivelles, and 
not to discontinue my operations. 

Your lordship will observe, that such a desperate 
action could not be fought, and such advantages could 
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not be gained, without great loss ; and, I am sorry to 
add, that ours has been immense. In Lieutenant-gene- 
ral Sir Thomas Picton, his m^'esty has sustained the 
loss of an officer who has frequently distinguished him- 
self in Ins serWcc ; and he fell, gloriously leading his 
division to a charge with bayonets, by which one of the 
most serious attacks made by the enemy ot\ our posi- 
tion was defeated. 

The Earl of Uxbridge, after having successfully got 
through this arduous day, received a wound, by almost 
the last shot fired, which will I am afraid, deprive his 
majesty for some time of his services. 

His royal highness the Prince of Orange distinguished 
Vimself by his gallantly and conduct till he received a 
wound from a musket-ball through the shoulder,’ which 
obliged him to quit the field- 

It gives mo the greatest satisfaction to assure your 
lordship, that the army never, upon any occasion, con- 
ducted itself better. The division of guards, under 
Lieutenant-general Cooke, w'ho is severely wounded. 
Major-general Slaitland, and Major-general Byng, set 
an example which was followed by all ; and there is no 
officer, nor description of troops, that did not bcliavo 
well. 

I must, however, particularly mention for his royal 
fiiglmesses approbation, Lientenant-gcncral Sir H. 
Clinton ; Major-general Adam ; Lieutenant-general 
Charles Baron Alton, severely wounded; Mpjor-geue- 
ral Sir Colin Jlnlkct, severely wounded ; Colonel Ora- 
pteda ; Colonel Alilchelc, commanding a brigade of the 
fourth dhision; Majot-genetals Sir James Kempt» 
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Sir Dennis Pack ; Major-general Lambert ; Major- 
general Lord E. Somerset; Major-general Sir W. Pon 
sonby ; Major-general Sir C. Grant, and Major-general 
Sir H. Vivian; Major-general Sir O. Vandeleur; Ma- 
jor-general Count Dornberg. I am also particularly 
indebted to General Lord Hill, for his assistance and 
conduct upon this, as upon all former occasions. 

The artillery and engineer depaitments were conduct- 
ed much to my satisfaction by Colonel Sir G. Wood, 
and Colonel Smyth ; and I had every reason to lie sa- 
tisfied with the conduct of the adjutant-general. Major- 
general Barnes, who was wounded, and of the quarter- 
master-general, Colonel Delaney, who was killed by a 
cannon-shot in the middle of the action. This ofiicer is 
a serious loss to his majesty’s service, and to me at this 
moment. I was likewise much indebted to the assist- 
ance of Lieutenant-colonel Lord Fitzroy Somerset, who 
was severely wounded, and of the officers composing 
my personal staff, who have suffered severely in this 
action. Lieutenant-colonel the honorable Sir Alex- 
ander Gordan, who has died of his wounds, was a most 
promising officer, and is a serious loss to his majesty’s 
service. 

General Kruse, of the Nassau service, likewise con- 
ducted himself much to my satisfaction, as did General 
Trip, commanding the heavy brigade of cavalry, and 
General Vanhope, commanding a brigade of infantry of 
the King of the Netherlands. 

General Fozzo di Borgo; General Baron Vincent, 
General Muffling, and General Aiava, were in the field 
during the action, and rendered me every assistance in 
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their power. Baron Vincent is wounded, but I hope 
not severely? and General Pozzo di Borgo, recehed a 
contusion. ^ ^ 

I should not do justice to my feelings, or to Marshal 
Blucher and the Prussian army, if I did not attribute 
the successful result of this arduous day to the cordial 
and timely assistance received from them. 

The operation of General Bulow upon the enemy’s 
flank, was a most decisive one ; and, even if I had not 
found myself in a situation to make the attack nhich 
produced the final result, it would have forced tlic enemy 
to retire, if his attacks should have failed, and nonltl 
have prevented him from taking of tljoni, if they should 
unfortunately have succeeded.,, ,,, 

1 send, with this dispatch, two eagles, taken hy the 
troops in this action, which Major Percy will have the 
honor of laying at the feet of his royal highness— I beg 
leave to recommend him to your lordship's protection. 

I have the honour Sec. 

(Signed) Wellington." 

French Account. 

BaltU of XAgny under Fleurus. — Pan?, June 21. 
On the morning of the 16Ui the army occujiicd the 
following position.— The left wing commanded by the 
Marshal Duke of Elchingcn, and consisting of the first 
and second corps of infantry, and the second of ca”a/ry» 
occupied the positions ofFrasne. The riglit wing, com- 
manded hy 3Iarshnl Grouchy, and composed of the third 
and fourth corps of infantry, and the third corps of ca- 
valrj’, occupied the heights in rear of Fleurus. 
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The Emperor’s head-quarters were at Charleroi, where, 
wxre the imperial guard and the sixth corps. 

The left wing had orders to inarch upon Les Quatre 
Bras, and the right upon Sombref. The Emperor ad- 
vanced to Fleurus with his reserve. 

The columns of Marshal Grouchy being in march, 
perceived, after having passed Fleurus, the enemy’s 
army, commanded by Field-Marshal Blucher, occupy- 
ing with its left the heights of the mill of Bussy, the 
village of Sombref, and extending its cavalry a great 
way forward on the road to Namur ; its right was at St. 
Amand, and occupied that large village in great force, 
having before it a ravine which formed its position. 

The Emperor reconnoitred the strength and the posi- 
tions of the enemy, and resolved to attack immediately. 
It became necessaiy to change front, the right in ad- 
vance, and pivoting upon Fleurus. 

General Vandamme marched upon St. Amand, Gene- 
ral Girard upon Ligny and Marshal Grouchy upon Som- 
bref. The fourth division of the second corps, com- 
manded by General Girard, marched in reserve behind 
the corps of General Vandamme. The guard was 
drawn up on the heights of Fieurus, as well as the 
cuirassiers of General Milhaud. 

At three in the afternoon these dispositions were 
finished. The division of General Lefol, forming part 
of the corps of General Vandamme was first engaged, 
and made itself master of St. Amand, whence it drove 
out the enemy at the point of the bayonet. It kept its 
ground during the whole of the engagement, at the 
buriabground and steeple of St. Amand ; but that vill- 
voL. III. — NO. 68 3 X 
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age, which is very extensive, was the theatre of various 
combats during the evening ; the whole corps of Gene- 
ral Vandamme was there engaged, and the enemy 
fought there in considerable force. 

General Girard, placed as a reserve to the corps of 
General Vandamme, turned the ■\dllage by its right, and 
fought there with his accustomed valor. The respective 
forces were supported on both sides by about fifty pieces 
of cannon each. 

On the right, General Girard came into action with 
the fourth corps, at the village of Ligny, which was 
tnhen and rc-taVen several times. 

Marshal Grouchy, on the extreme right, and General 
Pajol, fought at the village of Sorobref. The enemy 
shened from 80 to 90,000 men, and a great number of 
cannon. 

At seven o’clock we were masters of ail the villages 
situated on the bank of the ravine which covered tlio 
enemy's position ; but he still occupied with all his 
masses the heights of the mill of Bussy. 

The Emperor returned with bis guard to the village 
of Ivigny ; General Girard directed General Pecheux to 
debouch with what remained of tho reserve, nil the 
troops having been engaged in that village. 

Eight battalions of the guard debouched with fixed 
bayonets, and behind them four squadrons of the guards, 
tho cuirassiers of General Bclort, those of General 
I^ltlhaud, and the grenadiers of tho horse guards. The 
old guard attacked with the bajonct, the cnemj’s 
columns, which were on the heights of Hussy, and In 
an instant covered tho field of battle with dead Tho 
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squadron of the guard attacked and broke a square, and 
the cuirassiers repulsed the enemy in all directions. At 
half-past nine o’clock we had forty pieces of cannon, 
several carriages, colours, and prisoners, and the enemy 
sought safety in a precipitate retreat. At ten o’clock 
the battle was finished, and we found ourselves masters 
of the field-of^battle. 

General Lutzow, a partisan, was taken prisoner. The 
prisoners assure us that Field- Marshal Blucher was 
wounded. The flower of the Prussian army was destroy- 
ed in this battle. Its loss could not be less than 15,000 
men. Ours was 3,000 killed and wounded. 

On the left. Marshal Ney had marched on Les Qua- 
tre Bras with a division which cut in pieces an English 
corps that was stationed there ; but being attacked by 
the Prince of Orange, with 25,000 men, partly English, 
partly Hanoverians in the pay of England, he retired 
upon his position at Frasne. There a multiplicity of 
combats took place ; the enemy obstinately endeavoured 
to. force it, but in vain. The Duke of Elcloingen waited 
for the first corps, which did not arrive till night ; he 
confined himself to maintaining his position. Jn a 
square attacked by the 8th regiment of cuirassiers, the 
colours of the 69th regiment of English infantry fell into 
our hands. The Duke of Brunswick was killed. The 
Prince of Orange has been wounded. We are assured 
that the enemy had many persons and generals of note 
killed or wounded. We estimate the loss of the English 
at from 4 to 5,000 men.. On our side it was very con- 
siderable ; it amounts to 4,200 killed or wounded. The 
combat ended with the approach of night. Lord Well- 
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ington then evacuated Lcs Qaatrfc Hras^ and proceeded 
to Genappe. 

In the morning of the I7th, the Emperor repaired to 
lies Quatre Bras, whence he marched to attach the 
English army : he drove it to the entrance of the iotest 
of Soignes with the left wing and the reserve. The 
right wing advanced by Sombref in pursuit of Field-' 
marshal Bluchcr, who was going towards "Wavre, where 
he appeared to wish to take a position. 

At ten o’clock in the evening the English army occu- 
pied Mount St. Jean with its centre, and was in position 
before the forest of Soignes: it would have required 
three hours to attack it ; we were therefore obliged to 
postpone it till the next day. 

The head-quarters of the Emperor were established 
nl the farm of Caillow, near Plnnchcnoit. The rain fell 
in torrents. Thus, on the ICth, the left wng, the right, 
and the reserve/ were equally engaged, at a distance of 
about two leagues. 

, battle of Mount St. Jean. 

' At nine in the morning, the rain having somewhat 
abated, the first corps put itself in motion, and placed 
itself witli the left on the road to Brusscli?, and opposite 
the village of Mount St. Jean, which appeared the 
centre of the enemy’s position. The second corps lean- 
ed its right upon the road to Brussels, and its left upoa 
a small wood, within cannon shot of the Englislv army. 
The cuirassiers were in reserve behind, and the gunnJi* 
in reserve upon the hcigbls. The sixth corps, with the 
cavalry of General D’Aiimont, under the order of Count 
Iiobau, was destined to proceed in the rear of our right 
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lo oppose a Prussian corps, which appeared to have 
escaped Marshal Grouchy, and to intend to fall upon 
our right flank ; an intention which had been made 
known to us by our reports, and by the letter of a Prus- 
sian general, enclosing an order of battle, and which 
was taken by our light troops. 

The troops were full of ardor. We estimated the 
force of the English army at 80,000 men. We supposed 
that the Prussian corps, which might be in line towards 
the right, might be 15,000 men. The enemy’s force 
then was upwards of 90,000 men ; ours less numerous. 

At noon all the preparations being terminated. Prince 
Jerome commanding a division of the second corps, and 
destined to form the extreme left of it, advanced upon 
the wood, of which the enemy occupied a part. The 
cannonade began. The enemy supported with thirty 
pieces of cannon the troops he had sent to keep the 
wood. We made also, on our side, dispositions of ar- 
tillery.. At one o’clock Prince Jerome was master of 
all the wood, and the whole English army fell back 
behind a curtain. Count d’Erlon then attacked the 
village of Mount St. Jean, and supported his attack 
with eighty pieces of cannon, which must have occa- 
sioned great loss to the English army. All our efibrts 
were made on the opposite eminence. A brigade of the 
first division of Count d’Erlon then attacked the village 
of Mount St, Jean ; a second brigade was charged by 
a corps of English cavalry, which occasioned it much 
loss. At the same moment a division of English caval- 
ry charged the battery of Count d’Erlon by its right, an ] 
disorganized several pieces ; but the cuirassiers of G« - 
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neral Milhaud charged that division^ three regiments of 
which were broken and cut up. 

It was three in the afternoon. The Emperor made 
the guard advance fo place it in the plain upon tho 
ground which the first corps had occupied at the outset 
of the battle ; this corps being ready in advance. The 
Prussian division, whose movement had been foreseen, 
then engaged with the light troops of Count Lobau, 
spreading its fire upon our whole right flank. It was 
expedient, before undertaking any thing elsewhere, to 
wait for the event of this attack* Hence all the means 
in reserve were ready to succour Count Lobau, and 
overwhelm the Prussian corps when it should bate 
advanced. 

This done, the Emperor had the design of leading on 
attack upon the viilagc of Mount St. Jean, from which 
we expected decisive success; but, by a movement of 
impatience, so frequent in our military annals, ond 
which has often been so fatal to us, the cn^alrJ’ of 
reserve having perceived a rctrogadc movement made 
by the English, to shelter themselves from our batteries, 
from which they had siilTercd so much, crowned the 
heights of Mount St. Jean, and charged tho infantry. 
This movement, which, made in proper time, and sup- 
ported by the reserves, must have decided the da)*, marfo 
in an isolated manner, and before Ibe affair on the right 
was terminated, bccainc fatal. 

Having no means of countermanding it, the enemy 
shewing many masses of civnlry and infantry, and our 
two divisions of cuirassiers being cngage<h aU ovr 
rn%alrj’ ran at the same moment to support their com- 
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rades. There, for three hours, numerous charges were 
made, which enabled us to penetrate several squares, 
and to take six standards of the light infantry, an ad- 
vantage out of proportion with the loss which our ca- 
valry sustained by the grape-shot and musket firing. 
It was impossible to dispose of our reserves of infantry 
until we had repulsed the flank attack of the Prussian 
corps. This attack always prolonged itself perpendicu- 
larly upon our right flank. The Emperor sent thither 
General Duhesme, AAUth the young-guard, and several 
batteries of reserve The enemy Avas kept in check, 
repulsed, and fell back — he had exhausted his forces, 
and Ave had nothing more to fear. This was the mo- 
ment that indicated an attack upon the centre of the 
enemy. As the cuirassiers had suflfered by the grape- 
shot, we sent four battalions of the middle guard to 
protect them, to keep the position, and, if possible, dis- 
engage and draw back into the plain a part of our 
cavalry. 

Two other battalions were sent to keep themselves 
eti potence upon the extreme left of the division which 
had manoeuvred upon our flanks, in order, not to have 
any uneasiness on that side— the rest was disposed in 
reserve, part to occupy the eminence in rear of Mount 
St. Jean, and part upon the ridge in rear of the field-of* 
battle, which formed our position of retreat. 

In this state of affairs, the battle was gained ; we 
occupied all the positions which the enemy had posses- 
sed at the outset of the battle. Our cavalry having 
been too soon and ill employed, we could no longer 
hope for decisive success ; but Marshal Grouchy haAing 
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learned the movement of the Prussian corps, marched 
Upon the rear of it, ensured us a signal success on (lie 
next day. After eight hours fire and cltarges of infantry 
and cavalry, all the army saw vith joy the victory 
gained, and the field of battle in our power. 

At half-after eight o’clock the four battalions of the 
middle guard, \\ho had been sent to the ridge on the 
other side of Mount St. Jean, to support the cuirassiers, 
being greatly annoyed by the grape-shot, endeavoured 
to carry the batteries ^^th the bayonet. At the end of 
the day, a charge directed against their flanL, by seve- 
ral English squadrons put them in disorder. The fugi- 
tives re-crossed the ravine. Several regiments which 
were near at band, seeing some troops belonging to the 
vitard in confusion, believed it was the old guard, and, 
I'n consequence, fled in disorder. Cries of AU is lost, 
ifie guard is driven back, were heard on every side. Tlio " 
roldiers even pretend that, on many points, ill disposed 
] ersons cried out, Sauve qui pent, Hon ever this may 
re, a complete panic at once spread itself throughout the 
-jdiolc Gcld'Of’hattle, and the troops threw themselves 
jn the greatest disorder, on the line of communication ; 
soldiers, cannoneers, caissons, all pressed to this point ; 
the old guard, which was in reserve, was infected, and 
vms itself hurried along. 

In an instant the whole army was nothing hut a 
of confusion; all the soldiers, of all arms, were mived 
p£*K‘-melc, and it uas iillcrly Impossible to form A sinslc 
corps. The enemy, wlio perceived this a.stonisljing con- 
fu'iion, immediately attacked with their cavalry, and 
ii'<"rcnscd the disorder; and such was the ronfnsiou, 
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owing; to night coming on, that it was impossible to 
rally the troops, and point out to them their error. Thus 
terminated the battle; a day of false manmuvres was 
rectified, the greatest success ensued for the next day, 
yet all was lost by a moment of panic terror. Even the 
body-guard drawn up by the side of the Emperor, was 
disorganized and overthrown by an overwhelming force, 
and there was then nothing else to be done but to follow 
the torrent. TIic parks of reserve, all the baggage 
which had not repassed the Sambre, in short, every 
thing that was on the ficld-of-battle, remained in the 
pow’cr of the cncm3^ It w%as impossible to w'ait for tlic 
troops on our right ; every one knows w’hat the bravest 
army in the world is, when thus mixed and throwm into 
confusion, and when its organization no longer exists. 

The Emperor crossed the Sambre at Charleroi, at 
five o’clock in the morning of the 19th. Philippcville 
and Avesnes have been given as the points of re-union. 
Prince Jerome, General Moraud, and other generals, 
have there already rallied a part of the army. Marshal 
Grouchy, w'ith the corps on the right, is moving on the 
lower Sambre. 

The loss of the enemy must have been very great, if 
we jftay judge from the number of standards we have 
taken from them, and from the retrograde movements 
which they have made ; — ours cannot be calculated till 
after the troops shall have been collected. Previous to 
the confusion which took place, \ve had already ex- 
perienced a very considerable loss, particularly in our 
cavalry, so fatally, though so bravely engaged. Not- 
v/ithstanding these losses, this brave cavalry constantly 
VOL. HI. — NO. 69. 3 Y 
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lept tbe position it had taken from the English, and 
only abandoned it when the tumult and disorder of the 
field“Of-battle forced it. In the midst of the night, and 
the obstacles which encumbered their route, it could not 
preserve its organization. 

The artillery was, as usual, covered with glory. The 
carriages belonging to the head-quarters remained in 
their ordinary position : no retrograde movement being 
judged necessary. In the course of the night they fell 
into the enemy’s bands. 

Snch was the result of the battle of Mount St, Jean, 
«o glorious for the French armies, and yet so fatal. 

The victory of Waterloo is mainly attribulnblo to 
two capital blunders committed by the French ; the one 
by the Emperor himself, and the other by hlarshal 
Grouchy- The error of the Emperor is thus stated by 
Marshal Ney, iu his justificatory letter to the Duke of 
Otranto. “ On the IGth, I was ordered to attack the 
English’in their position at Lcs Quatro Bras. Wc ad- 
varced towards the enemy with nn enthusiasm dilTicult 
to be described. Nothing could resist our impetuosity. 
The battle became general, and victory was no longer 
doubtful, when at the moment that I intended to bring 
up the first corps of infantry, which had been left by mo 
in reserve at Frasne, I learned that the Emperor had 
disposed of it witbout acquainting me of the circum- 
stance, Us well as of the division of Girard, of the second 
corps, that he might direct them upon St. Amand, and 
to strengthen his left ^viflg, which was warmly engaged 
with the Prussians. The shock which tliis intrlh'gonco 
gave mo confounded me. Having now \nulcr my com- 
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maiul only three divi.sions, instead of the eight upon 
which I calculated, 1 was obliged to renounce the hopes 
of victory ; and, in .spite of all my cd'orts, notwithstand- 
ing the intrepredity and devotion of my troops, I could 
do.no more than maintain myself in my position till 
the close of the day. About nine o’clock, the first corps 
was returned to me by the I'hnpcror, to whom it had 
been of no service. Thus 25 or fi0,()00 men were abso- 
lutely paralyzed, and were idly paraded, during the 
whole of the battle, from the right to the left, and the 
left to the right, without firing a shot." 

The conduct of Marshal Grouchy, so fatal to the 
French cause, is thus stated by the Emperor. Marshal 
Grouchy, with thirty-four thousand men, and one hun- 
dred and eight pieces of cannon, discovered the secret 
which appeared jtndiscoveralle, of not being on the field- 
of-battlc at Mount St. Jean, on the 18th, nor before 
Wavres. The conduct of Marshal Grouchy was as 
much out of the reach of all human foresight, as tiiat of 
an earthquake which would have swallowed up the 
whole of his troops.” 

On the 22nd of June, a message was, sent by the 
Prince regent to both houses of parliament recommend- 
ing them to enable his royal highness to grant such 
additional povision to field-marshal the Duke of Well- 
ington, as shall afford a further proof of the opinion 
entertained by parliament of the Duke of Wellington’s 
transcendant services, and of the gratitude and munifi- 
cence of the British nation.” Parliament unanimously 
concurred in a vote for adding the sum of 200,0001. to 
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former grants, by which its «?ense of his extraordinary 
merits bad been demonstrated 
The thanks of both houses were afterwards voted to 
the Duke of ‘Wellington, and to various officers of dis^ 
tinetjon in his array, as well as to Marshal Pnnoo 
Clincher, the Prussian army, and the allied troops 


CHAPTER XMII 


On Ins return to Pans, the Emperor Hnding he could 
no longer rely on the Trench nation for support, reluct- 
tintly abdicated the throne m favor of Ins son, who 
tNas proclaimed, Napoleon the Second Aware that ho 
could no longer remain m Franco with safety, he re- 
paired to Hochcfort, with the design of embarking for 
America, having learned howorcr, that the English 
cruizcrs w ere on the alert, ho came to the resolution of 
delivering himself up to England , and on the 16th of 
July, 1815, ho was rcccncd with las suite on board the 
Eellorophon, commanded by Captain Maitland On 
entering the ship, he said to the Captain, ** Sir, I como 
to cl um the protection of your prmco and jour laws* 
lie soon after wrote the following letter to the Prince- 
regent 
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7'ranslalion. 

** Royal Highness. 

“ Exposed to the factions which divide my 
country, and to the enmity of the great powers of Eu- 
rope, I hare terminated my political career, and I come, 
like Thcmistoclcs, to throw myself on the hospitality of 
the Eritish nation. I place myself under tlic safeguard 
of their laws, and claim the protection of your royal 
highness, the most powerful, the most constant, and the 
most generous of my enemies. 

“ Napoleon.” 

While off the coast, Napoleon excited the most in- 
tense curiosity. Thousands, flocking to Plymouth, daily 
put off in boats to catch a glimpse of him. Boards with 
chalk inscriptions were continually exhibited, informing 
the spectators of his various movements; such as, 
** Just gone to dinner,” — Just come up from dinner.” 

Busy writing,” &c. It was curious to witness the 
effect of his occasional appearance. The attempts to 
press near — tlic suspension of oars — the pointing of 
hands, — and himself sitting in stately captivity, pro- 
duced a scene equally varied and interesting. Some- 
times he was seen listening to one of his generals, some- 
times talking with the ladies, and sometimes walking 
up and down with a child. With two of his Generals, 
he was constantly employed in writing from the morn- 
ing (after breakfast,) till four o’clock, when he walked 
upon deck till half past five; oncasionally shewing 
himself to the people in the numerous boats which sur- 
rounded the ship. On one occasion he was seen during 
.the greater part of the morning at the windows of the 
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cabin, conversing with Bertrand, and occasionally look- 
ing with an opera glass at the crowds by which he ^Yas 
surrounded. 

On the 29th of July, the weather being remarkably 
line, several thousand persons surrounded the Bcllcre- 
phon, and were fully gratified about six o’clock in the 
evening, (he Emperor having stood near twenty minutC't 
on the gangway. Several transports having arrived 
w'ilh wounded prisoners from Waterloo, Bonaparte 
earnestly surveyed them from the stem gallery of the 
Bclleroplion, during tiie time they were passing (hat 
ship. Captain Maitland, and all the British oHicers 
remained uncovered whenever he was on deck. 

On being removed from the Bcllerophon to the Nor- 
thumberland, with a view to his conveyance to St. 
Helena, Bonaparte protested against tlic measure in 
the strongest terras. IIo said it was an act, totally in- 
consistent with the laws of nations, and unworthy of 
any civilized or magnanimous people. Having, how- 
ever, delivered his solemn protest, he submitted without 
any appearance of discontent. IIo took leave of his 
friends, and of Captain Maitland, with marks of sensi- 
bility, but, without dejection, llis cabin on board Iho 
Northumberland, was fitted «p with great elegance. 
His bed was particularly handsome, and the linen upon 
it very fine. Ills toilet was of silver. Among other 
articles upon it, was a magnificent snafi"«box, wi>on 
which was embossed in gold, an eagle, with a rrov.’U, 
flying from Elba to tiio coast of irrnncc. ndmirnbly 
executed. 
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Previous to the moment of sepnration, Bonaparte 
gave some of liis oflicers a certificate to the following 
cficct. 

Circmnstanccs prevent mj- retaining you any longer 
near me.” I'ou have served me with zeal. I have always 
hceu salisficd with you. Yoitr conduct on this Iasi occa- 
sion dcso'ves my praise^ and confirms me in rvhni I had 
reason to expect from you. — On board the Northumlier- 
land, 7th. August 1815. 

Napoleon.” 

TIIK PROTEST OF HONAPARTE. 

I .solemnly protc.st before God and Man, against 
the violation of my sacred rights, in disposing by force 
of my person and my liberty. I camo voluntarily on 
board the Bellcrophon ; 1 am not a prisoner, I am a 
denison of England.— As soon as I was on board the 
Bellcrophon, I was under the protection of the British 
people. If their Government, in giving orders to the 
Captain of the Bellcrophon to receive me and my suite, 
only meant to entrap me, it has forfeited its honour and 
tarnished its flag.— If this act is put in execution, it 
will be in vain that the English boast of their fidelity 
(loyaute,) their laws, and their liberty. British faith 
will be obscured by the hospitality of the Bcllerophon. 
—I appeal to history, whether an enemy, after having 
for twenty years waged war against the English people, 
comes deliberately in his misfortunes to seek an asylilm 
tinder the protection of their laws, can give a more 
convincing proof of his esteem and confidence ? But 
how have the English answered such confidence and 
magnanimity ? They pretended to extend a friendly hand 
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to this enemy, and TVhen he relied on their good faith, 
they sacrificed him. 

Napoleon” 

** On tfatxrd iA4 BelUropkon at Sea, Aug. 4th. 1615. 

It was some considerable time before the final desti- 
nation of Honaparte was fixed ; in consequence, either 
of delay in the correspondence respecting him, with the 
allied Sovereigns, or some difficulty ns to confining him 
out of the British territory. Mr. Capel Loft, a consti- 
ttitional lawyer, jund distinguished as a lover of general 
literature, started a doubt in the Homing Chronicle, 
whether, Bonaparte, having surrendered himself to (he 
British, was not actually within Admiralty jurisdiction; 
and if so, whether he might not claim the treatment of 
a British subject, and legally protest against being sent 
to a.foreign prison! Ho farmer contended, that, no such 
measure could bo resorted to without tlio sanction of 
an act of Parliament; to which tlic Chronicle of the 
same day, added, that, the opinions and conduct of the 
continental Allied Princes, were no rulo of action to a 
limited monarchy like ours. The Allied Princes, how- 
ever, thought different from Mr. Capel Loft; and Napo- 
leon’s future destiny was identified with St. Helena. 

The rumours that Donapartfi had, on the cro of his 
departure for St. Helena, provided himself and suite 
with a variety of costly articles of furniture, were to- 
tally unfounded ; for, lI»o exiled captive, on the con- 
trary, sailed from England with very scanty accommo- 
dations both for his voyage and subsequent necessities. 
The only property of any value whicli he had reserved 
on quitting Franco, consisted of the imperial plate, and, 
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an admirable library. So entirely unprovided was the 
Ex-Emperor for a long voyage, that, when his linen was 
sent ashore to be washed and made up, he was under 
the necessity of borrowing from among his suite a few 
shirts for intermediate use. He had scarcely sailed, 
however, when the attention of Government was direct- 
ed to the supply of his future wants. The Prince Regent 
determined by an express order, that Bonaparte should 
be furnished with every possible gratification which 
taste could supply. An order was, accordingly, issued 
by Earl Bathui’st, to one of the most tasteful and in- 
genious artists of the metropolis. This order included 
every species of furniture, linen, glass-ware, clothes, 
music, and musical instruments. The order was to be 
completed within six weeks, and by the unremitting 
exertions of four hundred men, was finished within that 
period ; and a great part of it packed up for convey- 
ance to Plymouth, where a transport was in waiting to 
receive iU The whole was executed in British mate- 
rials ; the chairs and tables were in general formed of 
the finest british oak, inlaid with polished brass ; the 
breakfast service was of 'SYedgewood’s most beautiful 
pale blue composition, with a white caineo device in 
relief, modelled by Flaxman, in the best style; the 
dinner service was white and gold, the centre of each 
plate, dish &c. containing an elegantly executed land- 
scape of British scenery ; the glass (of the finest quality) 
was plainly but elegantly cut, with a fancy border of 
stars, supported by fluted pillars; the table cloths, 
napkins &c, were of the finest damask, the evening ser- 
vice, white and gold ; the imperial plate rendered it 
VOL. in. — NO. 69. 3.Z 
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unnecessary to furnish him with a supply of our own 
manufacture. A piano-forte, and some articles of 
dress, were provided for Hadamc Bertrand. 

For the purpose of providing a suitable residence for 
Napoleon, at St. Helena, the architect for the Ordnance 
Department at Woolwich, was instructed to prepare a 
timber frame work for a building to be erected on the 
island, in the cottage style ; consisting of 24 rooms, the 
general size of each about 25 feet, by 18. The front of 
the house is in the Grecian style. It is about 120 feet 
in length, containing fourteen windows,*and a fine open 
corridore. The depth of the building is about 100 feet, 
with a back corridore, almost making the whole struc- 
ture square. 

The first intelligence of tbo amval of BonapaTl6 at 
St. Ilclcna, was brought by Captain Denman, of the 
Redpole, who brought dispatches from Sir George 
Cockburn, dated the 22d October. Sir G. Cockbnm, 
and bis squadron, arrived off that island, on the 33tb of 
tbe same month, after a boisterous passage, all safe and 
well. The Ex-Emperor made himself exceedingly com- 
fortable during iho voyage. 

Copy of a UtUrfrom a gentleman on loard the "Sor- 
thumberlandt dated St. Helena, October 19. 

" The Redpole is just getting under weigh for Eng- 
land ; and I send you by her the following particulars. 
Wo arrived hero on the IGlh, after a very long and te- 
dious passage, and landed Napoleon on the 18di. 
is now living in the country nt n gcntlcman’K lioiiso, of 
the nnmo of Bclcomo, until lAingwooil is tendy for (dm. 
nis followers nro nil tired, and licartily regret, I Miere. 
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tlieir having accompanied him. Madame Bertrand, 
who talks pretty good English, exclaimed to me to-day, 
that the Island was a complete desert, “ the birth place 
of the demon Ennui." She wants to go back to Europe 
alread}', to educate her children. I dined four times 
with Bonapart6, who talked very little at table, and 
generally addressed himself to the Admiral. He took 
very little exercise, about two hours during the day, 
after dinner. He dispatched his dinner in half an hour. 
General Bertrand, and Las Casas, are his greatest 
favorites *, the others he seldom held any conversation 
with. He played at cards every night, cither at loo or 
whist ; in the forenoon at chess. He retired early to 
bed, and rose very late. His spirits were generally 
bad, and the}' are not mended since he came here. The 
Island is very closely watched ; signals between all the 
ports in the I.sland and the ships ; guard boats and 
brigs cruise round ; so that unless he can fly, it will be 
impossible for liira to escape. No one is allowed to be 
out of the ship after sunset, and every ship is ready to 
slip at-the first notice. 

St. Helena is situated in fifteen degrees fifty-five 
minutes south latitude, and fifty degrees forty-four 
minutes west longitude, about twelve hundred miles 
from the coast of Africa, and two thousand four hun- 
dred from that of South America. Its greatest length 
is about ten miles, three furlongs its breadth, six miles 
two furlongs ; and its circumference, twenty-eight miles. 

As seen from the ocean, it has the general appearance 
of a mass of rugged, and sterile rocks. Upon a nearer 
approach, the view is more cheering; the mountains 
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being clothed with verdure to their summits. The 
anchorage is safe and commodious. The whole country 
indicates a volcanic origin ; though with only one slight 
exception, the inhabitants have experienced no convul- 
sion of that description since the discovery of the 
island. 

On the evening of the 17 th, Bonaparte proceeded 
privately to the house of (he lieutenant-governor, which 
had been fixed on for his temporary residence. TIjo 
next morning at an early hour, ho was accompanied hy 
Sir George Cockbum, to Longwood, the place intended 
for his fixed habitation. 

' Returning from liongwood, Bonaparte paid a visit to 
Mr. Balcorabc, a respectable merchant, residing in n 
lovely spot called the Briars. In compliance with Mr. 
Balcombo’s invitation, he relinquished his design of 
returning to the house of the Jicutenant-governor, and 
avoided the gaze of tlio n&scmhlcd colonists ^J»o were 
impatient to sco him. 

A Gothic structure, comprising one apartment on the 
ground-floor, and two small rooms above, struck the 
fancy of Napoleon, and he determined to take up his 
abode there, until Longwood slioiild be ready for hfs 
reception. The ground-floor was occupied by the Kx- 
Emperor, whilst the upper storj’ was divided between 
the Count de la Casas, his son, and (ho vnlet in wailing. 

Napoleon was no sooner established at the Briars, 
than an officer ivas appointed to reside there, n ho was 
made responsible for the security of tlic exile. lamifs 
were assigned for his exercise, surrounded by a cordon, 
of sentinels; and, in case be chose lo exceed those 
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limits, an ollicor was appointed to accompany him. No 
person was allowed to visit him witliout a passport from 
the governor, or the admiral. These arrangements being 
highly offensive to Napoleon, and his remonstrances 
proving ineffectual, ho resolved upon his removal to 
Long^vood, to confine himself to the grounds surround- 
ing his own house. 

By the Bombay, which was the bearer of letters up to 
the 13th Nov. information was brought, that Bonaparte 
still remained at the Bi iars; from one of which letters 
we present the reader with the following extract. " The 
ci-devant Emperor spends most of his time in various 
amusements with the daughters of the host, who were 
considered interesting young women. — In the evening 
the party play at cards for sugai' 'plums. Meanwhile a 
strict eye is kept upon the General by the English, 
which he considers and declares to be intrusive. None 
of the officers stay with him at his recluse ; but whether 
this arises from the choice of Bonaparte, from order of 
the Governor, or because there are no means of accom- 
modation, -we do not learn. The Officers occasionally 
make a party to the Briars, to pay their respects to the 
General ; but not so frequently as they wmuld have 
done, had not the roads thither been almost impassable. 
The house at Longwood for Bonapart6’s reception was 
not nearly completed. Tn its construction or fitting up, 
the security of the owner was to be materially consider- 
■ cd ; besides it is not expected that he would be allowed 
to take possession of Longwood House under the regu- 
lations intended ; he was to be governed, until the 
works and batteries were finished, which are quickly 
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raising for the defence Of the island When the «bolc 
IS completed, St Helena will be secured from any sud- 
den attack that might bo projected for the liberation of 
the prisoner , and as for the means of stealth, it is not 
likely they can succeed , since every caution has been 
given by Government on (his head. The Officers of (ho 
Bombay experienced great disappointment in not hav- 
ing an opportunity of seeing (bo man who bad cut out 
so much business for all Europe ” 

A Gentleman, returned from St Helena, *anil who 
was frequently with Bonaparte-, described him, ns at 
that time m the highest spirits When the Gentleman 
was coming away, and mentioned his dcstimtion (o 
another part of the world, tho Ex-Emperor cxchimcd, 
" What, Sir, and leave such a fine island as tins'! lie 
talked about India, and shewed Uie most complete and 
detailed knowledge of its alTiirs. lie knen all the 
petty princes, thoir sitiintions, opposite intercuts, the 
names of tho pnncipal bankers, merchants Ac, m onr 
settlements He was as much aufmt on tho subject as 
if be had passed his life Uictt Being asked his opinion 
of Lord Wellington, lie said, *• He is a good Gcncrnl, 
but slow. I should put three hundred tliousaiid men m 
motion, while lie was thinking of it " lie rides at a 
prodigious rate, und sets off full gallop, the instant he 
IS mounted, leaving the cavalcade who attend him at a 
good distance ’ 

One of tho mo'tt interesting anecdotes which has been 
related of Bonaparte, during hm residence at &t Hele- 
na, is the following Biding through a deep raunr, 
clothed with exuberant vegetation, tho residence of « 
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farmer huvinc cnvi^Ul his eye, lie determined to alight, 
for the ))iirpnsn of gaining information respecting its* 
inhabitants. 'J’he master of the house, a plain and 
sin\plc peasant, met him at the door, and invited him to 
walk in; when Napoleon, attended by In Casa.s, ac- 
cepted the invitation, and seating him.sclf in a chair, 
enquired whether his host wore married ? 

" Yes, and please you, Sir Emperor,” replied the 
farmer ; fearful of offending by an omission of the 
imperial title. 

" Wliat number of children have you?” 

“ Six.” 

'' How many acres oflatid do you hold?” 

AboTit one hundred.” 

" Arc tliey all capable of cultivation ?” 

No, not half of them.” 

Y'hat profit do you derive from your land?” 

“ Not much ; though it has certainly increased since 
you, iMr. Emperor, .came to this island.” 

" How caji you explain that?” 

“ %yhy. Sir Emperor, you must know that we do not 
grow corn, and our vegetables require a quick sale. 
Now we have often had to- wait for the arrival of a fleet, 
and if it did not come in when we expected it, our arti- 
cles were all liable to spoil ; but since you General, 
came to reside among us, we have a- ready market for 
every thing.” 

“ Where are your wife and children ?” 

“ Dang it, I fancy they be scared, and please you ; 
for they ail seem Ao have run-away:” 
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“ Call them in, that I may see them. Have you any 
good water?” 

I have. Sir, and wine too j such as can be procured 
firom the Cape.” 

The farmer now went in quest of his wife, and after 
some persuasion* led her forward to Ins illustrious 
guest ; whom the good woman contemplated witli rever- 
ence and astonishment At the instigation of her hus- 
band sho produced a bottle of cape wine, and had the . 
honour of sitting down with the ci-devant Emperor. 

When Napoleon, La Casas, the farmer, and his wife, 
had each tahen a glass of wine, the visitors withdrew ; 
a few subsequent calls on (ho part of Napoleon, render- 
ed the inhabitants of this rural mansion quite at their 
caso in receiving his visits. 

Another statement informs us, ** there is very little 
communication with Eonapart^ at present ; and as lio 
has desired that no stranscr may visit J/ongwood, un- 
less ho bo admissible upon the simple pass of General 
Bertrand, without a pass from tbo Governor, (to which 
tho latter will not accede,) he now secs no one but tho 
persons who comprise his suite. Some of his attend- 
ants arc about to bo sent array; and this no doubt will 
excite fresh irritation. 

Bonapartes principal occupation, at present, is tho 
compilation of his campaigns ; at which ho is said to 
labour very assiduously. Ho is also engaged in draw- 
ing up a long and violent protest against tho conduct of 
tho British government, and Uieir allies, toward Idm ; 
and he has already caused a long letter of remonstrance 
to bo addressed to tho governor. 
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He peremptorily refuxes to see, or even to rccog:nisc 
the Austrian, French, and Russian commissioners, who 
would have been ctpially useful in the cl)aractcrs with 
which they arc invested, had they continued to reside 
at their respective courts. 

With respect to the Rnglish lang:uagc, of which on 
his arrival at St. Helena he knew nothing;, he soon be- 
came so much master of it, a.s to be able to read the 
newspapers with ease, from which he was accustomed 
to observe that he derived no inconsiderable amuse- 
ment. But,” added he, “ they arc occasionally in- 
consistent, and sometimes abusive. In one paper I am 
called a liar, in another a tyrant, in a third a monster, 
and in one of them, which I really did not expect, I am 
destroyed as a coward ; but it turned out, after all, that 
the writer did not accuse me of avoiding danger in the 
field of battle, or flying from an encni}^, or fearing to 
look at the menaces of fate and fortune ; it did not 
charge me with wanting presence of mind in the hurry 
of battle, and in the suspcncc of conflicting armies. No 
.such thing ; I wanted courage it seems, because I did 
not coolly take a dose of poison, or throw myself into 
the sea, or blow out my brains. The editor most cer- 
tainly misunderstands me ; I have at least too much 
courage for that.” 

In the most important philosophj', that of accommo- 
dating the mind to the variation of circumstances, Bo- 
naparte excelled in an eminent degree. Mr. Warden, 
having observed to him, that considering the active 
life he had led, it did not appear that he took sufiicient 
exercise to preserve himself in a right state of health ; 
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rte replied ; My rides, indeed, arc too confined ; but the 
being accompanied by an officer is so very disagreeable 
to me, that I mu.st be content to suffer the consequences 
of abridging them. However, I feel no inconvenience 
from the want of exercise. Man can accustom himself 
to privations. At one period Of my life, I was many 
hours on horseback every day, for six years ; and I was 
once eighteen months without passing from the house.” 

" You are acquainted,” said he to Mr. Warden, '' v, itJi 
the Island of St. Holena, and must bo sensible that a 
sentinel placed on either of these hills, can command 
the sight of me, from the moment I quit this house till 
I return to it. If an officer or a soldier placed on that 
height will not content your governor, why not place 
ten, twenty, a troop of dragoons'? Let them never loso 
sight of me, only keep an officer from my side 1" 

The restrains! which Bonapart6 imposed upon his 
excursions, gradually impaired his health ; but Ids ac- 
tivity of mind continued tmahated. The transactions 
in which ho had acted so distinguished a part on the 
great theatre of the world, continued deeply to interest 
him. His greatest satisfaction consisted in receiving 
periodical works, and public journals, which ho read 
with avidity. Hope still hovered around him : and it 
pointed principally to the state of England ; where lie 
anticipated a change winch would finally be advanta- 
geous to him. “ The government of England,” said be, 
has received a, mortal wound ; the heart is stnick ; 1 
count its pulse, and know when it must stop. Tfie 
expiring struggle will bo terrible.” 

Though Kapoleon had nothing more to hope front 
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France^ his conversation most frequently turned upon 
that country. ‘‘ I have always loved France, said he, 
“ and was well acquainted with it. I never deceived 
myself about France ; but I have been mistaking re- 
specting the sentiments of foreign countries. The 
princes forgot what I had left them, and recollected 
only that of which they had been deprived. I ought to 
have foreseen this.” 

A report of the ensuing conversation between Napo- 
leon, and Mr. Warden, cannot fail to interest the reader, 
inasmuch as it throws considerable light upon the mo- 
tives and conduct of the Ex-Emperor. Mr. Warden 
thus introduces the subject. “ On entering the room, 

. I observed the back of a sofa turned towards me ; and, 
on advancing, I saw Napoleon lying at full length on 
it, with his left arm hanging over the upper part. The 
glare of light was excluded by a Venetian blind, and 
before him there was a table covered with books. I 
could distinguish among them some fine bound volumes 
on the French revolution. The heat of the day had 
occasioned him to dismantle himself of coat and waist- 
coat. The moment his eye met mine, he started up, 
and exclaimed, in English, in a tone of good-humoured 
vivacity, ' A h. Warden how do you do? I bowed in 
return ; when he stretched out his hand, saying, ^ I have 
got a fever.’ I immediately applied my hand to the 
wrist, and observing, both from the regularity of the pul- 
sation, and the jocular expression of his countenance, 
that he was exercising a little of his pleasantry, I ex- 
pressed my wish that his health might always remain 
the same. He then gave me a familiar tap on the cheek. 
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(/jo Dact of his hand, and desired mo to go into 
tniddlo of tho roorti, as ho had someltiing to say (o 
f now congratulated him on the preservation of 
health, and complimented him, at the same time, on 
progress he appeared to have made in tbo Jm^Jish 1 
guage. r certain/y enjoy,’ he said, * a very good s! 
of Iicalth^ whirh I attribute to rf rigorous ohservniioi 
regimen. My appetite is such, (hat I feel as if I co 
eat at any tinJc of the day; hut, I am regular in : 
tnca/s ; and aVyays leave off eating with an appctil 
beside^, I never ns you hnow, drink strong wines. W 
respect to the English language/ he continued, ‘ I ha 
been very diligent: I now rend your newspapers wi 
case ; and must own, that they olford mo no incons 
dcrablc nmnsement. They arc occasionally inconsisten 
and sometimes abusive. Your papers are influence 
by party-principles wliat one praises, tho other wil 
abuse ; and so vice versa. They who Jive in the metro 
polls where they are pabiisbed, can judge of passing 
events and transactions for themselves; but persons 
living at a distance from tho capital/ and particularly 
foreigners, must he at a loss to determine upon the real 
state of things, and the characters of public men, from 
the perusal of your journals/ 

, 'Napoleon appearing, ns ii v*m, lo tw speaking nnt, 
anfl .to be in a Iiuuiour to doIWw oiiinions instead ol 
confining Inmsclf to ask qncstions, I nas determined to 
speak oat too; and 1 had no doubUUnt r sliould lead 
him into an interesting conversation, or induce him W 
nish mo a good day. I accordingly icpUcd, ' I rcaliy 
think .Dmt you must possess mote patience than my 
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countrymen are disposed to allow you, if you really 
wade through all the columns that have been filled on 
your subject. You cannot, general, suppose for a mo- 
ment, that the extraordinary events which hav6 taken 
place, and of which you have formed such a prominent 
part, would not be considered and observed upon with 
great freedom by a thinking people like the English, 
and who have the privilege — and they even possess it, 
of speaking and writing what they think.’ I was pro- 
ceeding in full swing, and in a very patriotic way, when 
he thus interrupted me. * This calling of names, and 
these .scolding epithets, only serve to amuse me ; but 
there are observations in your papers which produce fur 
different sensations. You have,'' he continued, ^ a writer 
whom I greatly admire ; I believe he is of your connlry, 
a Scotchman — ^Maepherson, the author of Ossian. There 
is also a person of the name of Belsham ; on what sub- 
jects has he rvritten ? ’ I replied, that * I believed he 
had written an account of the reign of our excellent 
sovereign.’ — ‘ Yesh he said, ' your laws permit you to 
write of kings, of ministers, and of one another.’ — 
‘ Yes, I replied, * such is the privilege of Englishmen ; 
and possessing the infirmities of human nature, they 
may sometimes abuse it. Misconception, party-spirit, 
and perhaps, factious minds, may, at times, tend to 
propagate and support erroneous ' and even violent 
opinions ; but the love of justice and of truth form the 
genuine character of an Englishman.’ — ‘ ever tireless’ 
he observed, ‘ you appear to handle my character ra'her 
roughly ; and more so since I have been in your power.’ 
- To that opinion, general, I answered rather quickly, 
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with the back of his hand, and desired me to go into the 
middle of the room, as he had something to say to me. 
I now congratulated him on the preservation of his 
health, and complimented him, at the same time, on the 
progress he appeared to have made in the English lan- 
guage. * I certainly enjoy/ he said, * a very good state 
of health, ^vhirh I attribute to a rigorous observation of 
icgimen. My appetite is such, that I feel ns if I could 
cat at any time of the day : but, I am regular in my 
meals; and al-jvays leave off eating with an appetite: 
besides, 1 never as you know, drink strong wines. AVitli 
respect to the English language,’ he continued, *I have 
been very diligent: I now read your newspapers with 
case ; and must own, that (hey afford mo no inconsi- 
dcrahlo amuseraont. They are occasionally inconsistent, 
and sometimes abusive. Your papers are induunced 
by party-principles ; what one praises, the other will 
abuse; and so v/oe They who live in tho metro- 

polis where tlicy nro published, enn judge of passing 
events and transactions for themselves; but pcr&ons 
li\ing at n distance from (lio capital, and particularly 
foreigners, must be at a loss to determine upon llio real 
state of things, and the characters of public men, from 
the perusal of your journals.' 

Kapolcon appearing, ns it were, to he speaking out, 
and to be in a humour (o deliver opinions instead of 
confining bimsclf to nsk question**, I was determined to 
speak out too; and I had no^oaht that J should lead 
him Into an interesting conversation, or induce him to 
wish rao a good day. I accordingly replied, ' I really 
think llmt jou must possess more patience than my 

4 
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countrymen are disposed to allow you, if you really 
wade through all the columns that have been filled on 
your subject. You cannot, general, suppose for a mo- 
ment, that the extraordinary events which hav6 taken 
place, and of which you have formed such a prominent 
part, would not be considered and observed upon with 
great freedom by a thinking people like the English, 
and who have the privilege — and they even possess it, 
of speaking and writing what they think.’ I was pro- 
ceeding in full swing, and in a very patriotic way, when 
he thus interrupted me. ‘ This calling of names, and 
these .scolding epithets, only serve to amuse me ; but 
there are observations in your papers which produce far 
different sensations. You have,"' he continued, ‘ a writer 
whom I gi’eatly admire ; I believe he is of your country, 
a Scotchman — Maepherson, the author of Ossian. There 
is also a person of the name of Belsham ; on what sub- 
jects has he written 7 ’ I replied, that ' I believed he 
had written an account of the reign of our excellent 
sovereign.’ — ‘ Yes’- he said, ‘ your laws permit you to 
write of kings, of ministers, and of one another.’ — 

‘ Yes,’ I replied, ^ such is the privilege of Englishmen ; 
and possessing the infirmities of human nature, they 
may sometimes abuse it. Misconception, party-spirit, 
and perhaps, factious minds, may, at times, tend to 
propagate and support erroneous and even violent 
opinions ; but the love of justice and of truth form the 
genuine character of an Engli.shman.' — ^ Nevertheless’ 
he observed, ‘ you appear to handle my character rather 
roughly ; and more so since I have been in your power.’ 

- To that opinion, general, I answered rather. quickly, 



540 HISTORY OF NAPOLEON BONAPARTE, 


Iilr. Arden’s reply to Uonaparto 

* I must beg leave to address a direct negative. You 
have not always had the leisure to e:camino English 
publications -which you enjoy at present; but I do as- 
sure you, that from the time of your becoming first con- 
sul of France to the moment wiicn you set your foot on 
the- deck, of the Bellcrophon, the English press has 
never ceased to fulminate its displeasure against you ; 
and this, without exception, for the parties who differed 
in every thing besides, expressed but one and the same 
opinion of you. This I presume, you must have known 
at the time, though, tlic ^*ast projects that have occu- 
pied your mind may have prevented your memory from 
retaining a detail of our lilctary offences : your official 
papers, however, marked their perfect acquaintauco 
with the hostility of our journals, and relumed tholr 
paragraphic missiles in every direction. You were ra- 
ther angry with Old England, when you ordered tlio 
Moniteur to call us a ‘ nation of sliop-kccpcrs.’ A 
great commercial nation w'c certainly arc, and may wo 
ever remain so: for it is that commerce which has 
proved a fountain of resources, whose failure would 
have prevented even the native and irresistible bravery , 
of Englishmen from making the late immortal additions 
to our glory. But we arc also a most noble-minded, 
rongnanirnous, and generous people, and were never 
known to insult a conquered enemy: nay, how often 
has it happened, that both our sailors and our soldiers 
have risked their lives to save a fallen foe. Even wlicn 
you had thrown away one of iho brightest diadems In 
Europe, and had accepted a slender sceptre in Elba, 
you were instantly treated with comparative mildness 
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by tlic more jircvailinij public opinions in England. 
And now that yon arc as yon choose to term it in onr 
power, a genorons reeling of a generous nature is known 
to be excited. Yc.s, Sir, there arc numbers who would 
have rejoiced to hear that yon had but the ground on 
the ficld-of-batlle, who arc now disposed to wi.sh you 
every comfort that can bo safely allowed in your present 
situation. If the Northumberland had overtaken you 
in a French man-of-war, endeavouring to make your 
meditated escape to America, every ofliccr, and every 
.sailor and .soldier would have been bravely engaged in 
the attempt to take, burn, sink or destroy the ship that 
bore you ; yet, as you have readily acknowledged, you 
were treated by them, during the whole of the voyage, 
with ever}' gentle, manly, and polite attention. And, 
if T nui}^ venture to speak of ui5'’sclf, I shall beg leave 
to add, that I was bred up in the hatred of you : nay, 
that no proofs of holy writ were more strongly imprint- 
ed in my mind, than the truth of the then universally 
prevailing opinions concerning you ; nevertheless, I am 
ready to shew you every personal courtesy, to be thank- 
ful for the civilities I have received from you, and to 
offer you such services as I am permitted, by the bene- 
volence of the government wdiich I serve, and may be 
consistent Avitli those regulations which its political 
wisdom has thought necessary to provide for the safe- 
guard and ultimate security of your person.’ I was 
resolved to speak my sentiments with freedom, and you 
may now think, ray good friend, that I did not balk my 
resolution. I could not, indeed, forbear to defend the 
generous temper of Englishmen, when it received such 
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an attack. My candid sentiments, and unreserved 
language, appeared* however, to meet my auditors 
approbation ; and he asked me, to my great surprise, if 
I remembered the history of Captain NVright. I ans^ve^- 
ed — ‘ Perfectly V ell ; and it is a prevailing opinion in 
England, that you ordered him to be murdered in tho 
Temple.* With the utmost rapidity of speech ho re- 
plied — ‘ For what object t Of all men he was the per- 
son whom I should have most desired to Ii\e. Whence 
could T have procured so \aluable an evidence as he 
would have proved on the trial of the conspirators in 
and about Paris. Tlic heads of it he had landed on tho 
X^rcnch coast. Aly curiosity was at this moment such 
as to ho hetrajed in my looks. ‘Listen’ continued 
Napoleon, ‘and jou simll hear. Tlic English brig of 
war, commanded by Captain Wright, was employed by 
your government in landing traitors and spies on tho 
west coast of France. Sc\cnty of the number had ac- 
tually reached Paris ; and mysterious were their pro- 
ceedings, so veiled in impcnclrahlc concealment, that 
although General Ilyal, of the police, gaNC me this in- 
formation, the name or place of their resort could not 
be disco\ercd. I received daily assurances that my life 
would be attempted, and though I did not giNc entire 
credit to them, \ took every preeantion for my preserva- 
tion. Tho brig was afterwards taken near L’Orient, 
with Captain Wright, its commander, who was carried 
before the prefect of the department of Morlicau, at 
Vauncs. General Julian, then prefect, had accompanied 
me in the expedition to Kgjpt, and recognised Captain 
Wright on the first %iew of him. Inteliigcnce of lUi* 
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circumstance was instantly transmitted to Paris, and 
instructions were expeditiously returned to interrogate 
the crew separately, and transfer their testimonies to 
the minister of police. The purport of their examina- 
tion was at first very unsatisfactory ; but at length, on 
the examination of one of the crew, some light was 
thrown on the subject. He stated that the brig had 
landed several Frenchmen, and among them he particu- 
larly remembered one, a very merry fellow who was 
called Pichegru. Thus a clue was found, that led to 
the discovery of a plot which, had it succeeded, would 
have thrown the French nation a second time into a 
state of revolution. Captain Wright was accordingly 
conveyed to Paris, and confined in the Temple ; there 
to remain till it was found convenient to bring the for- 
midable accessaries of this treasonable design to trial. 
The law of France would have subjected Wright to the 
punishment of death ; but he was of minor considera- 
tion. My grand object was to secure the principals, 
and I considered the English captain’s evidence of the 
utmost consequence towards completing my object.’ — 
He again and again, most solemnly asserted, that Cap- 
tain Wright died in the Temple by his own hand, as 
described in the Moniteur, and at a much earlier period 
than has generally been believed. — At the same time he 
asserted that his assertions were founded on documents 
which he had since examined.* 

In the course of the same conversation, Napoleon 
adverted to the death of the Duke d’Enghien, which he 
undertook to justify- ‘ I was justified in my own mind,’ 
said he, and I repeat the declaration which I have ah 
VOL. III. — NO. 70. 4 B 
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ready made, that I would have ordered the execution of 
Louis XVIII At the same timel solemnly affirm, tint 
no message or letter from the duke reached me after sent- 
ence of death had been passed upon him ’ Referring to 
the charges brought against him by Sir Robert Wilson, 
i\hich he declared to be absurd, as well as false, be ad- 
\etted to the intcrcist which Sir Robert ^Y’lIson had 
taken in the escape of Lavalcttc, upon \\hicli ho ground- 
ed the following opinion * I desire >on also,’ said he, 

* to gue your particular attention to my opinion, which 
js a decided one, tliat this act of Sir Robert Wilson, 
for tlie preservation of Lavalcttc, is the commencement * 
of his recantation of what bo has written against mo/ 
From n letter, dated St Helena, April 28th 1821, it 
appears that “ in the latter end of January, Bonapart6 
transmitted a complaint through Count Montholon, of n 
want of monc), arising from n cessation of his usual 
remittances To pro cut in future tins disagreeable 
circumstance, without imposing upon himself the ne- 
cessity of accepting those supplies which were ofitred 
him through the commercial bouse of B. and II. with- 
ont his knowing who gave tho command to this hoiiso 
for the advance, or from whom it received tho money, 
he ordered it to be proposed to tho go\cTnOT to advance 
him monthly £500, winch tho Duke of Leuchtenberg 
would reply to tho English go^crnment through Mr. 
Baring. He desired at the same lime, that Instead of 
the two priests living with bim, and inotcad of Dr. 
\ntomnchi. Counts Bertrand and Montholon, hoshoutd 
he supplied with other sociclj *' AVith regard to a 
priest, he desired a man ofknowlcdgc and experience 
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ii learned divine, capable of discussing religions sub- 
jects, able to answer his questions, to resolve bis doubts, 
and to instruct him in the sacred scriptures — a man of 
between forty and fifty years of age, and a well-ground- 
ed scholar. 'Although,' said he, I. feel my strength 
decaying, I am not yet so prostrate as to take refuge in 
spiritual remedies. But when this happens, f must 
have another spiritual guide besides the two who at 
present attend mo, one of whom has not yet shaken ofl' 
the dust of the schools. Voltaire himself, in the view 
of death, threw himself into the arms of religion ; and 
who knows but that I may acquire a taste for the sub- 
ject, and become pious?” The forementioned money 
arrangement was undertaken by the Governor. Some- 
time afterwards, Bonaparte said that the priest who was 
to be sent to him must be one who adhered to the Con- 
cordat of 1802, such as M. Duvoisier, late bishop of 
Nantes. 




CHAPTER XIX. 


The first intelligence of the death of Napoleon which 
reached the British public, was received through the 
Chairman of the East India Company ; who, interrupt- 
ing Mr. Lowndes, said, “ he thought it right to com- 
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muoicate (o (he court, the intenigence he had 
moment received — that Bonaparte was dead. In a fci 
minutes afterwards he added, that he had made tbt 
former communication to the Court in consequence of r 
private letter which he had received ; but that ho had 
since received a letter from Sir Hudson XrfJvv officinlly 
announcing this event. The letter which was then read 
by the clerk, stated, for the information of the Board of 
Directors, that General Bonaparte liad expired at ten 
minutes before six o’clock on tho evening of the 6th of 
May, in consequence of an indisposition which had 
confined him to his apartment since the 37th of March 
last. 

Despatches contalmog the details of this event, were 
also brought by Captain Ilcndrj’, of tho Bosario, sloop 
of war, accompanied by Captain Crokat of tho 20Ut re- 
giment. Soon after tho fonowiog official bulletin was 
put into circulation. 

S/ Helena, May 7th. 

" Bonapart6 died on Saturday tho 6th, at C p, m. after 
an illness of six weeks. Tho body has been opened, and 
tho disease ascertained to bo a cancer on the stomach, 
with a great extent of vjeeration. 

He has been lying in state since yesterday afternoon, 
tbo Admiral, Governor, and heads of dcjiartmcnts hav- 
ing first seen the body." 

During the first four weeks of his illness it did not 
assume any very dangerous appearance, though be ap* 
peared liimsclf to be conscious that it would terminate 
fatally. — During tho last fortnight it was evident to all 
the medical attendants that he could not recover ft ts 
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said that he gave directions about his aflairs, and liis 
papers, till five or six hours before ho died, having re- 
tained Jiis senses till that period. lie said he wished 
to bo opened, in order that his son might be informed of 
tlic nature of his disease. The body was opened by his 
own surgeon. We believe that he left a will, which, 
with his other papers, have been, or will of course be, 
transmitted to this country'. 

Anotiikr Account. 

The despatches brought by Captain Crokat, an- 
nouncing the death of Bonaparte, arc dated St. Helena, 
IMay 7. — ^Tlmt event took place on the 5th May, at ten 
minutes before six in the afternoon. TJie illness of the 
Ex-Emperor lasted, In the wdiolc, six weeks ; and its 
cflects on bis frame, are described by an officer who had 
frequent opportunities of seeing him during that period, 
were so powerful as nearly to reduce him to a skeleton, 
and to obliterate till traces of his former features. Dur- 
ing the latter part of his illness he frequently conversed 
with his medical attendants on its nature, of which he 
seemed to be perfectly aivarc. He declared f/iat it tons 
hereditary, and that his father had died_ of the same 
disease. On examination after death, the stomach was 
found in a state of extreme ulceration, so that it ap- 
peared ill some places perforated in large openings. His 
medical attendants gave it as their decided opinion, in 
which the physician who was called id coincided, that 
the disease was incurable, and that the climate had no 
effect in producing it.” 

Upon the death of this extraordinary individual in a 
state of captivity. The Morning Chronicle observes, 
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Further particalars of Bonapule's (leatlu 

Friday next will bo the day. He had for some time 
past fixed on a parlicult'^ spot, which is also, I under- 
stand, mentioned in his will, n short distance from 
Longwood, for his burial place, in^thc event of its being 
determined that his remstins shoulif be deposited nt S(. 
Helena. It is close by a small spring of water, of which 
ho always drank, and some time since ho used frequent- 
ly to breakfast under the two willow trees ‘which bend 
* over the bubbling water. It is rather diflicuU of access, 
but pioneers arc making a way, and as there is no want 
of hands, it will soon be ready,** 

** Bonaparte was perfectly aware of the nature of his 
complaint, and frequently described it to those about 
him, but was never able to convince his surgeons limt ho 
had a just notion of it. In the early stage of tlie di«» 
case, which is a long time ago, be commenced a state* 
ment of it, with his diflerent sensations i(t diHcrent 
periods, and continued it up to within a few days of his 
death. It is intended for his son.** 

** It is a singular coincidence, that the l^aierloo Fast 
Indinmnn, laden with necessaries for Jijs establishment 
nt liongwood, arrived only two days before bis death, 
just in lime to witness his final setting.*’ ‘ ^ 

It appears that the likeness of llonapartfi was taken 
the day after his death by Captain Mariyat, of his 
3lDjcsty's ship fitaver, nnif riiat ftc made serer^^ copies 
some of which have been brought to Kngland, 

FUnrilKR PARTICUnAK*!. 

“ Bonaparte died aficr an illness of six weds. Ho 
was only considered seriously so for the Inst fortnight# 
«litn bo icm for Or. Anott, of the COlh roEiment. Al- 






